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Halloween is next week, so look out for trick or treaters... Concrete or asphalt with the AL gas tax? Also,  the Bipartisan 
Vision Zero Act,  and there are more groups advocating for a new Highway Bill; See Legislative Updates. In the News this 
week is annexation, US 31, and a petition to build Powerline Road.  Riding high in a low rider? See Just For Fun.  Stay dry 
this weekend!  
 

The Mobile MPO has developed a Transportation Planning Survey 

A survey has been created to supplement our existing public participation portion of the 2045 Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP). The LRTP is multi-modal in scope, encompassing long-range plans for highway, public 
transportation, and bicycle/pedestrian networks in the Mobile urban area. Answers to this survey are noncommittal, 
but will serve as a baseline for public input and further data analysis. Please take a few minutes to take our survey 
HERE.  
  
  
  

Check out ALGO Traffic before you travel!   

 www.mobilempo.org    Check us out on FACEBOOK  

SARPC Transportation Video, this is what we do HERE 

Want to know what other SARPC departments do?  
Planning and Community Development 

Area Agency on Aging 

Employment and Economic Development 

  

Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP 
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Envision2045 

Invest in your transportation Future 

Mobile, AL Metropolitan Area Long Range Transportation Plan  
  
Please help up by providing input on your transportation priorities and projects for the Mobile Urbanized Area. The Mobile 
Metropolitan Planning Organization(MPO) is seeking your input via an online survey. The Mobile MPO, comprised of locally-elected 
officials, sets regional transportation policy and determines where to allocate federal funds. 
  
Envision2045 is multi-modal in scope, encompassing long-range plans for highway, public transportation, and bicycle and pedestrian 
networks. Regional growth, economic development, and accessibility within the study area along with environmental concerns 
necessitate that the long-range plan addresses not only improved vehicular travel but also improvements to alternative modes. 
Preservation of the existing transportation system coupled with enhancement of all modal choices will contribute to the 
improvement of the overall quality of life in the region. 
  
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission(SARPC) invites decision makers, stakeholders, and members of the general public 
to participate in the survey. SARPC is seeking feedback on transportation major infrastructure projects, initiatives and 

http://mobilempo.org/longrangeplan.html
http://mobilempo.org/longrangeplan.html
http://mobilempo.org/PDFs/Mobile%20Mobility%20Study%20Final%20Report%2009OCT15.pdf
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http://mobilempo.org/2016Documents/Final%20Mobile%20MPO%20FY2016%20-%20FY2019%20TIP%20with%20blank%20pages.pdf
http://www.mobilempo.org/Publications/Technical%20Report%20SARPC%20Model%20Calibration%20with%20AirSage%20Data%20(FINAL%20w%20Appendix).pdf
http://www.mobilempo.org/Publications/Technical%20Report%20SARPC%20Model%20Calibration%20with%20AirSage%20Data%20(FINAL%20w%20Appendix).pdf
http://www.mobilempo.org/
mailto:transportation@sarpc.org
mailto:kharrison@sarpc.org
https://arcg.is/11fuiz
https://algotraffic.com/
http://www.mobilempo.org/
https://vimeo.com/256427730#at=3
https://sarpc.org/community-development/
https://agingsouthalabama.org/
https://sarpc.org/employment-economic-development/
https://www.facebook.com/Mobile-Metropolitan-Planning-Organization-154573304725261/
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policies.  Transportation priorities such as congestion, freight, transit, roadways, bicycle and pedestrian, and other transportation 
modes will be addressed in the 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan. 
  
Your comments can help SARPC’s planners to develop a wide-ranging, action-oriented transportation plan. The Envision2045 plan 
being developed  will also serve as a basis for allocating limited federal money aimed at roadways, bridges, and public transportation 
facilities. 
  
To complete the survey, please visit: https://www.envision2045.org/. 
  
Please contact Kevin Harrison at kharrison@sarpc.org  with any questions or requests for further information. 

  

 
MOBILE AREA TRANSIT SYSTEM FEASIBILITY STUDY 

Recently the consultant selection committee listened to presentations from the three shortlisted firms concerning 
Mobile Area Demand Response Transit System Feasibility Study. The groups that presented were, Burk-Kleinpeter, Mott-
MacDonald, and VIA Mobility.  All firms did a great job at presenting, and were scored and ranked by the committee.  The 
consultant selection committee selected VIA Mobility to perform the study. VIA Mobility has partnered with local group 
Goodwin Mills and Cawood as a sub consultant. We would like to get the study under way as soon as possible and are 
waiting for ALDOT approval to give the consultant the go ahead.  We will keep you posted.   

Click on link below to see the Scope of Work 
Mobile Area Demand Response Transit System Feasibility Study (6/27/19) 

  
If you would like to be part of this study, please call Kevin Harrison for details.  

 

FREIGHT DATA 

  
APM Terminals has provided us with their fourth quarterly survey report. Just as last quarter, for two days APM Terminals 
had on-board tablets for drivers to answer a series of questions in terms of where they came from and where they are 
going.  APM Terminals will continue to gather this information quarterly for our benefit of validating truck data for the 
travel demand forecasting model. 

 
  

 
  

FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)  NOW ONLINE 

  
The TIP represents a four year program (2020-2023) for improvements in the various transportation systems located 
within the Mobile study area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five 
year plan for the Mobile Urban area Destination 2040. The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed 
to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects that become funded are moved into the TIP and 
submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are programmed into the State 
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities established 
by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. 

mailto:tpiper@sarpc.org
mailto:mwilliamson@sarpc.org
mailto:majohnson@sarpc.org
https://www.envision2045.org/
mailto:kharrison@sarpc.org
http://mobilempo.org/ITBDocuments/scopetransitfeasibility.pdf
http://mobilempo.org/Documents/Planning/Final%20Mobile%20MPO%20FY2020%20-%20FY2023%20TIP%20.pdf
https://mobilempo.org/longrangeplan.html


For other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding 
categories.  Most often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of 
funds for transportation improvements and becomes a part of the STIP. 
  
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our 
area. Check it out HERE.  

 

Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project: 

http://mobileriverbridge.com/ 

About the project: 

The Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project would reduce congestion on I-10 in South Alabama through the addition of 
additional capacity: a new six-lane bridge over the Mobile River, full replacement of the existing Bayway with an eight-
lane structure, and redevelopment of seven interchanges. The project would run from Virginia Street in Mobile to the 
US 90/98 interchange in Baldwin County. Information in the project is available at www.MobileRiverBridge.com.   

The Alabama Department of Transportation on August 28, 2019 

ceased project development efforts on the proposed Mobile River 

Bridge & Bayway. 

  

 

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile 

The target start date, plan status, or project engineers estimated amount has changed for the following:  

  
Project : 100060154 ( CN ) 
Federal aid number : NHF 0158 (505)   
County : MOBILE 
Project Description : SR-158 EXTENSION LOTT ROAD OVERPASS AND JUG HANDLE. GRADE, DRAIN, BASE, PAVE, AND BRIDGE (EB 
SEABURY CREEK TRIBUTARY AND PARTIAL LOTT ROAD) 
Old Engineers Estimate : $20,000,000.00 
New Engineers Estimate : $25,161,676.80 
 

 South Alabama RPO Updates 

 
  

Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Meeting  
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) had a meeting of the Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Committee last 
Thursday, September 19, 2019 at the Baldwin County Central Annex at 22251 Palmer Street in Robertsdale, Alabama. 

Items discussed were current and future transportation projects in the rural areas of our region by the ALDOT Southwest Regional 
Office. 

Other items on the agenda included: 

  

• Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting  
  

• Review and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2020 Work Program (available for review online at 
http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html 
  

• Updating the RPO Transportation Plan with Project List (attached and available for review online at 
http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html  

  

Projects in Region Let November 8th, 2019 

 
MOBILE COUNTY  

https://arcg.is/L9XSj
http://mobileriverbridge.com/
http://www.mobileriverbridge.com/
http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html
http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html


• For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-213 (Shelton Beach Road) from the junction of SR-158 to 
the junction of SR-13 (US-43) in Saraland. Length 2.452 mi.  The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $641,964 to 
$784,623  

 

• For constructing the Bridge Replacement and Approaches on Dunlap Drive over Pinto Pass in Mobile. Length 0.085 mi. The 
Bracket Estimate on this project is from $1,447,445 to $1,769,100 . 

 
BALDWIN COUNTY 
None at this time  
 
ESCAMBIA  COUNTY 
None at this time 

What’s Under Construction?  Project Status 

Legislative Updates 

 

Alabama lawmakers divided on how to use increased gas tax 

ALABAMA 
by: Reshad Hudson 

Posted: Oct 24, 2019 / 06:24 PM EDT / Updated: Oct 24, 2019 / 06:24 PM EDT 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (WIAT) — Now that Alabama’s 6-cent gas tax is now in effect, lawmakers say the debate over concrete or asphalt comes 
down to safety and cost. 

On Wednesday, the legislative joint transportation committee met to talk about roadwork in Alabama, while also seeking input from engineers. 

“I think the committee got a glimpse of how do we do this better and protect the taxpayer,” Sen. Gerald Allen, R-Tuscaloosa, said. 

Allen said there’s a lot of factors that go in weather to use concrete or asphalt. 

“The life cycle is a great debate, but at the same time it’s a cost issue involved here,” Allen said. 

Allen said that should be a local decision. However, other lawmakers are concerned about the safety of roads and bridges. 

“It’s a safety issue because if we don’t know what we are inspecting or how we are inspecting, we don’t know that we’re driving on,” Sen. Greg 
Albritton, R-Range, said. 

Cities and counties will get their share of the gas tax money in the next couple of months. The state will collect around $320 million annually from 
the gas tax increase.  

 

New bill aims to counter alarming rise in pedestrian 
deaths with funding for safer street 

Bipartisan Vision Zero Act would steer highway funds towards programs for safer transit 

By Patrick S isson   Oct  23,  2019,  1:24pm EDT 

 
A plan to reprioritize federal transportation spending was introduced by members of Congress today after recent reports 
that show an alarming rise in pedestrian and cyclist fatalities on the nation’s roadways. 
 
The Vision Zero Act of 2019, a bipartisan bill co-sponsored by U.S. Representatives Earl Blumenauer, Vern Buchanan, and 
Ayanna Pressley, would make federal transportation funding available for communities to implement Vision Zero 
programs by redesigning streets to eliminate pedestrian deaths and accommodate multiple modes of transportation. 
 
The bill would allow funding from existing federal programs such as the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program, the 
Highway Safety Improvement Program, and the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program to be 
steered towards these goals. Currently, the largest portion of federal transportation spending—$177 billion of the $441 
billion spent in 2017—goes toward highways. 
 

http://alitsweb2.dot.state.al.us/RoadConditions
http://rp.dot.state.al.us/ProgressProjects/
https://www.wrbl.com/news/alabama-news/
https://www.curbed.com/authors/patrick-sisson


The Vision Zero Act comes after a five-year increase in pedestrian and cyclist deaths in the U.S. A recent report from the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration found more pedestrians and cyclists were killed last year than in any year 
since 1990; approximately 17 pedestrians and two cyclists were killed each day. While overall traffic deaths may be 
declining, pedestrian fatalities are up 3.4 percent year-over-year and cyclist fatalities are up 6.3 percent. 
 
The problem may be getting worse in urban areas. According to the Portland Bureau of Transportation, more people have 
been killed on city streets in that Oregon city so far this year than in all of last year. 
 
“The Vision Zero Act is a critical step in our fight to reduce the number of transportation-related fatalities across our 
country,” said Rep. Pressley, who recently co-founded the House’s new Future of Transportation caucus. “This bill affirms 
the right of pedestrians, cyclists, and public transit riders to travel safely in community.” 
 
 
The last few years have seen increased legislative activity around traffic deaths and pedestrian safety at various levels of 
government, with mixed results. Currently, more than 40 communities across the U.S. have adopted and implemented 
Vision Zero programs, a data-driven approach to transportation design that aims to utilize new partnerships, safe 
planning, and community-focused solutions to reach the goal of zero traffic fatalities. 
 
In large cities, such as New York and Los Angeles, where Vision Zero programs have been promoted by local leaders, 
recent spikes in fatal crashes have led local activists to question whether enough is truly being done. 
 
On the federal level, another bill focused on traffic and pedestrian safety, the Complete Streets Act, was introduced in 
both houses of Congress in July by Sen. Ed Markey, of Massachusetts, and Rep. Steve Cohen, of Tennessee, and would 
require states to aside five percent of federal highway funds for complete streets programs. A bill to make transit expenses 
for cyclists tax-deductible was introduced this year, and many representatives are currently battling to make sure the new 
transportation funding bill currently being considered in Congress allocates more funding for safer streets and car-free 
modes of transit 

 
White House says infrastructure projects should seek 
private funding 
Emilie Munson 

 Published 5:21 pm EDT, Tuesday, October 22, 2019 

•  

• Photo: Evan Vucci 

White House chief economic adviser Larry Kudlow talks with reporters outside the White House in Washington.  (AP Photo/Evan 

Vucci, File) 

 

White House Economic Adviser Larry Kudlow has a message for states and business leaders planning the nation’s biggest infrastructure projects: 
we’ll cut red tape for you, but don’t expect a check from us. 
 
“Folks, we will give you the permits,” Kudlow said at the North American Infrastructure Leadership Forum in Washington, D.C. Tuesday. “If you 
can figure out how to pay for it, go on ahead and do it.” 
 



In a speech, Kudlow emphasized that President Donald Trump is focused on deregulation and speeding up federal permitting to kickstart rail, 
airport and other infrastructure projects. Trump campaigned in 2016 on a promise for a $1 trillion infrastructure plan, but he has yet to deliver on 
that goal. 
 
In April, Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer, D-N.Y. and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., met with Trump and announced an 
agreement to pursue a $2 trillion package to upgrade American highways, bridges, railroads and broadband. But since then, talks have fizzled as 
Democrats and Republicans disagree on how to pay for the package. Trump also derailed talks with Schumer and Pelosi on infrastructure in May 
when he objected to legislative oversight of his administration and walked out. 
 
“I hate to say this, but don’t expect too much federal financial assistance,” Kudlow told infrastructure leaders Tuesday. “We’d like to say if we had 
it, we’d give it to you. But we don’t have it.” 
 
“And I wouldn’t give it to you anyway,” Kudlow added, half-joking. “But you can raise the money privately.” 
 
The U.S. DOT did not respond for a request for comment about whether Kudlow’s comments promoting private investment in infrastructure 
reflects changes in their funding formulas, grant programs or policies. 
 
Norm Anderson, CEO of CG/LA Infrastructure, an organization that advocates for doubling American infrastructure investment, said Kudlow’s 
comment reflects a new reality, as the federal gas tax and other sources of transportation funding dwindle. 
 
“That model doesn’t work,” Anderson said, advocating for more private investment. “We have the largest percentage of infrastructure controlled 
by the public sector of any place in the world, including China.” 
 
But any limiting of federal transportation grants could spell trouble for New York projects seeking millions in federal infrastructure dollars like the 
long-delayed $12.7 billion Gateway Tunnel providing rail access between Newark, N.J., and New York City. 
 
But Congress holds the power of the purse strings and sometimes finds bipartisan agreement on infrastructure issues. Lawmakers are in the early 
stages of sketching out their infrastructure investment vision. HERE 

 

More Groups Advocating For Highway Bill, Infrastructure Push 
Congress 
 
Eugene Mulero | Staff Reporter 
October 24, 2019 3:00 PM, EDT 
 

 
Mitch McConnell Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) by Timothy D. Easley/Associated Press 
[Stay on top of transportation news: Get TTNews in your inbox.] 
 

A coalition of nearly 40 prominent infrastructure stakeholders has urged the powerful Republican leader of the U.S. 
Senate to set up consideration for a comprehensive highway bill this year. 
 
 
In their letter to Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), the coalition emphasized that an inability to pass a new bill is likely to pave 
the way for the approval of short-term policy extensions, a scenario they want to avoid. 
 
“History has demonstrated that delaying action on such measures until their deadline leads to two outcomes: short-term 
extensions; and disruption of state highway improvement plans,” the groups wrote to McConnell on Oct. 17. 
 

Fortunately, infrastructure is such a naturally nonpartisan issue; not bipartisan, right. It’s nonpartisan. It’s 
technology.Adie Tomer, of the Metropolitan Policy Program at the Brookings InstitutionAdie Tomer, of the Metropolitan 
Policy Program at the Brookings Institution 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/White-House-says-infrastructure-projects-should-14554288.php
https://www.ttnews.com/authors/eugene-mulero
https://www.ttnews.com/authors/eugene-mulero


 
The coalition included the American Road and Transportation Builders Association, the American Society of Civil 
Engineers, and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. They applauded the five-year measure the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee advanced over the summer to update the nation’s current highway policy, called the Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation Act. That law expires in the fall of 2020. 
 
The Senate highway bill would “deliver meaningful enhancement to the nation’s highway and bridge infrastructure 
network,” the coalition argued. “It would provide historic investment levels, deliver beneficial projects faster by cutting 
red tape, tap private sector capital and innovations, prioritize safety, and improve the quality of life for rural and urban 
communities.” 
 
The Senate bill, however, awaits input from committees with jurisdiction over freight policy, transit systems and the 
Highway Trust Fund. 
 
A number of the Oct. 17 letter’s signatories have publicly endorsed raising the 24.4 cents-per-gallon federal diesel tax and 
18.4 cents-per-gallon gas tax as a way of addressing the trust fund’s looming insolvency. The account assists highway 
programs nationwide by relying on insufficient revenue from federal fuel taxes. 
 
A bridge in need of repair in Detroit 
 
A truck drives over a bridge in need of repair in Detroit. (Paul Sancya/Associated Press) 
 
Freight stakeholders, trade unions, roadbuilders, transit operators, state highway officials and business interests have 
consistently joined hands over the years to pressure House and Senate leaders to approve a timely update of federal 
surface transportation programs. With interest in climate change, urban mobility and alternative modes of travel evolving, 
nonfreight advocates have seemed more vocal about infrastructure. HERE 

 

Funding Opportunities 

 
 
AASHTO Releases a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Enhancement and Support of 
AASHTOWare Bridge Design & Rating 
October 21, 2019 
A Request for Proposals (RFP) to solicit competitive proposals for professional services to complete the development and delivery of the first 
release of the planned modernized AASHTOWare Bridge Design-Rating system (BrDR 7.0) and to provide ongoing maintenance, support, and 
enhancements to the AASHTOWare Bridge Design-Rating products. 
 
A project to deliver a modernized version of the AASHTOWare Bridge Design-Rating software was initiated in July 2016. The goals of the original 
BrDR modernization effort were to redesign the overall system architecture, update the analysis modules and the product’s user interface utilizing 
up-to-date development processes, tools, and programming languages. The BrDR Modernization Project was scoped to deliver the modernized 
analysis engine (completed and released in October 2018 as part BrDR 6.8.3), and the fully modernized BrDR software with the modernized user 
interface in a separate release, during a second phase of the project. 
 
The user interface slated for delivery in phase two as part of BrDR 7.0, encompasses all of the bridge design, analysis and rating capabilities in the 
current product release, and will permit configuration options to meet the user’s needs and familiarity with the software.  Completion of the 
software envisioned as part of the modernization project (currently partially-developed) will represent delivery of the fully modernized BrDR 
system that will include both the modernized user interface, and the previously released modernized analysis engine. As stated, work on the fully 
modernized BrDR software that includes the updated user interface is partially complete. AASHTO estimated that design activities are 95% 
complete, development activities 70% complete, and software testing activities 10% complete. 
 
AASHTO seeks a contractor to complete the remaining development tasks for phase two (BrDR 7.0), support the delivery of BrDR 7.0 to the end-
user community, and provide maintenance, support, and enhancement services for the last two legacy versions of BrDR (6.8.3 and 6.8.4) as well 
as BrDR 7.0, once delivered. 
 
Due to the confidential information disclosed in the RFP, a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) must be signed and emailed to Judy Skeen Tarwater 
at  jtarwater@aashto.org to obtain a copy of the RFP document.  For a copy of the Non-Disclosure Agreement, please click this link. 
 
Please note, all proposals are due by November 25, 4:00 pm ET.  If you have any questions, please contact Judy Skeen Tarwater 
at jtarwater@aashto.org. 

 

 

VA Offers Highly Rural Transportation Grants 
The Department of Veteran’s Affairs (VA) is offering a grant for transportation of veterans in highly rural areas (VA-HRTG-
NEW-2019) for potential first-time grantees to help Veterans in highly rural areas travel to VA or VA-authorized health 
care facilities. This program provides grant funding to Veteran Service Organizations and State Veterans Service Agencies 
to provide transportation services in eligible counties. The deadline to apply is October 31, 2019.  Learn more from 
Grants.gov here:  
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=320174 
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http://ruraltransportation.org/va-offers-highly-rural-transportation-grants/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=320174


Also view the program website for more information on the program and a list or prior grantees, the counties they serve, 
and other information:   
https://www.va.gov/HEALTHBENEFITS/vtp/highly_rural_transportation_grants.asp. 

 
Opportunity Zones 

EDA's Opportunity Zone Web Page 

EDA now has an EDA Opportunity Zone Web page for economic development stakeholders and others to use as a 
resource to further help foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in economically 
distressed areas across the United States. 

 
Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development 
(TOD) Planning 2019 Notice of Funding 

Date Posted: 9/18/2019   Date Closed: 11/18/2019 
Opportunity ID:  
FTA-2019-010-TPE 
Grant Program:  
Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development Planning – Section 20005(b) 
Opportunity Announcement TXT:  
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-09-18/html/2019-20192.htm 
Opportunity Announcement PDF:  
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-09-18/pdf/2019-20192.pdf 

 

Details: 

09/18/2019. Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO): Notice of Funding Opportunity for the Pilot Program for Transit-

Oriented Development (TOD) Planning. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announces the availability of 

approximately $19.19 million in Pilot Program for TOD Planning funding to support comprehensive planning associated 

with new fixed guideway and core capacity improvement projects. FTA may award amounts ranging from $250,000 to 

$2,000,000. Synopses and full announcement are posted on Grants.gov site as opportunity FTA-2019-010-TPE. Proposals 

must be submitted electronically through the Grants.gov website by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on November 18, 2019. 

Summary: The Pilot Program for TOD Planning provides funding to local communities to integrate land use and 

transportation planning in new fixed guideway and core capacity transit project corridors. As required by statute, any 

comprehensive planning funded through the pilot program must examine ways to improve economic development and 

ridership, foster multimodal connectivity and accessibility, improve transit access for pedestrian and bicycle traffic, engage 

the private sector, identify infrastructure needs, and enable mixed-use development near transit stations. The statute also 

requires that the planning work be associated with a new fixed guideway or core capacity transit project as defined in 

Federal transit statute (49 USC 5309(a); also see the NOFO for the definitions). 

Consistent with statutory direction, FTA is seeking comprehensive planning projects covering an entire transit capital 

project corridor, rather than proposals that involve planning for individual station areas or only a small section of the 

corridor. To ensure that planning work reflects the needs and aspirations of the local community and results in concrete, 

specific deliverables and outcomes, FTA is requiring that transit project sponsors partner with entities with land use 

planning authority in the transit project corridor. 

 
Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with 
the National Aging and Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title 
IIIB Supportive Services Funds to match Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs.  These FTA programs include 
Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307), Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), 
and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311).  This information has been publicized  HERE 

 
FTA Providing $19.2M In Comprehensive Planning Grants (deadline November 18th)  

The Federal Transit Administration is making $19.2 million in grant funding available to support “comprehensive planning” 
for public transit projects by encouraging ridership, improving transit access, or supporting economic and mixed-use 
development near public transportation projects. 
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The agency issued a Notice of Funding Opportunity on September 18 for that grant money, noting that applicants must 
be an FTA grantee; either a project sponsor of an eligible transit project or an entity with land use planning authority in 
the project corridor. The deadline for grant applications is November 18. 

“Convenient and safe access to public transportation for all is a priority for FTA,” said FTA Acting Administrator K. Jane 
Williams in a statement – adding that these grants are being offered through the agency’s Pilot Program for Transit-
Oriented Development or TOD planning. 

“This program is an excellent opportunity for communities to plan transit-oriented development that improves mobility 
for citizens and captures the value associated with new transit projects,” she said. 

Last year, FTA said it awarded $16.6 million in grants to 20 organizations for such comprehensive planning efforts, such 
as making zoning changes to encourage development along a proposed bus rapid transit line in Indianapolis and 
conducting an analysis of multi-modal access to stations along a proposed light rail line in Maryland. 

  

To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov. 
  

  

Just For Fun (THIS IS SATIRE, AND JUST FOR FUN) 

 

It’s a plane! It’s a train!  
This is a hybrid train/plane concept to move passengers quickly (we can’t even get an Amtrak 
train, and the tracks are already there).  It is electric, as it is tethered to the ground and it could 
carry up to 2,000 passengers at over 300 mph. A Turkey-based engineering firm has this 
bright idea. Watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HfvS68aMIc.  But Just For 
Fun, would this reallllly be a better and safer way to travel? A tethered airplane sounds 
horrible, or is it a flying train?  

 

This is not to be confused with the BLACK BEETLE, which was a jet powered train that was 

tested in Ohio on 68 miles of track in the 1960’s. It reached a top speed of 183 mph! The Black 

Beetle was considered not very practical, and development was discontinued; however, a huge 

amount of data and innovations were created to further develop today’s high speed rail.  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/09/18/2019-20192/fy-2019-competitive-funding-opportunity-pilot-program-for-transit-oriented-development-planning
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/federal-transit-administration-announces-192-million-transit-planning-communities
https://www.transit.dot.gov/TODPilot
https://www.transit.dot.gov/TODPilot
http://www.grants.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HfvS68aMIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1m1p17dorUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HfvS68aMIc
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Portion of Highway 31 to reopen this afternoon in 
Spanish Fort 

• Ashlyn Irons 
• Updated 13 hrs ago | Posted on Oct 24, 2019 

  

Portion of Highway 31 to reopen this afternoon in Spanish Fort 
Ashlyn Irons 
Good news for Spanish Fort residents on their commute home! 

Alabama Department of Transportation reopening a portion of Highway 31 Thursday afternoon near Old Mobile Road. 

Old Mobile Road has been a detour for the last couple of weeks as ALDOT worked to install drainage underneath the roadway as a part of their 
ongoing 19 million dollar Highway 31 widening project. 

This portion of the highway is reopening earlier than expected. 

ALDOT says they’re hoping the rest of their project moves along just as smoothly. 

https://www.fox10tv.com/users/profile/Ashlyn%20Irons


“Motorists will see some more of the work that’s been going on, which is drainage, sidewalk, curb and gutter, widening in portions, and paving in 
large sections as they continue to move the project north,” said Katelyn ore 

ALDOT says they’re hoping drivers will continue to pack their patience as they finish up work on the rest of the widening project. 

Make sure to stick with FOX10 News on air and online for any updates. 

 
 
Mobile could be second-largest city in Alabama under mayor’s annexation plan 
Updated Oct 25, 2019; Posted Oct 24, 2019 

 
The yellow shaded areas indicate three corridors in which the city of Mobile is looking to annex into the city limits. (map provided 
by the city of Mobile). 
By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com 
 
Mobile Mayor Sandy Stimpson will ask for the City Council’s support next week to annex approximately 13,000 new residents into 
Mobile, pushing the city’s population well above 200,000. 
 
The annexation would involve three distract areas immediately west and northwest of the present Mobile boundaries. 
 
If successful, the annexation would boost Mobile’s population from an estimated 192,085 to 205,011, making it the second-largest 
city in Alabama. Mobile is presently at No. 4, behind Birmingham (210,710), Montgomery (199,518) and Huntsville (194,585). 
 
Census estimates from earlier this year show Mobile’s population dwindling to below 190,000. 
 
“I think it’s significant,” said Stimpson during an interview with AL.com Thursday. “It might not sound significant to people, but you 
have to believe that if someone is coming to Alabama and they want to find a large city, they are going to say, ‘Give me the two 
largest cities’ or “Give me the four largest.’ But if you’re the second-largest, you’ll be included in any request. So I think it gives you 
a look in that otherwise you might not have.” 
 
Three separate resolutions will be submitted to the City Council during a meeting scheduled for 12:30 p.m. Wednesday (the council’s 
pre-conference will take place at 11 a.m.). The council will, according to its rules, hold off on voting for one additional week. 
 
If a simple majority of the council approves of the annexations, Stimpson said he would certify the vote and forward it to Mobile 
County Probate Judge Don Davis, who would then establish a special election in the annexation areas that would likely be held 
sometime before Christmas. 
 
The three resolutions relate to three separate geographical areas outside Mobile that are being considered for annexation: 

• Schillinger Corridor in west Mobile, which includes fast-growing and densely populated areas encompassing Cottage Hill, 
Schillinger, Cody and LeRoy Stevens roads. This corridor is the largest proposed for annexation at 11,640 residents. 

• Airport/Snow Corridor in west Mobile that includes a section of Airport Boulevard west of the Mobile Regional Airport. This 
area consists of approximately 706 residents. 

• Kings Branch corridor in northwest Mobile that is located north of Moffett and Bear Fork roads. This area consists of 580 
residents. 

Continue HERE 
 

 

http://connect.al.com/staff/JohnSharp99/posts.html
https://www.al.com/news/mobile/2019/05/mobile-now-below-190000-fairhope-tops-baldwin-growth.html
http://al.com/
https://www.al.com/news/2019/10/mobile-could-be-second-largest-city-in-alabama-under-mayors-annexation-plan.html


 
Petition to build Powerline Road tests legal settlement 
Posted by John Mullen | Oct 24, 2019 | Baldwin County | 0  |     reprinted with permission from the LAGNIAPPE 

 

Bridging a small stream connecting Powerline Road’s north-south route is a boardwalk that was part of the improvements included in the state’s 

$140 million Gulf State Park Enhancement Project, paid for largely with BP oil spill funds and completed late last year. 

Ironically, that same project included the new lodge and convention center and became the subject of a lawsuit by the Gulf Restoration Network 

(now Healthy Gulf) over the use of the funding. The lawsuit’s settlement included having the state agree to build no new roads through the park 

for 20 years. 

But in September, an Orange Beach realtor, Jeb Smith, started a Change.org petition to ask Gov. Kay Ivey to back a plan to build Powerline Road 

from Canal Road to Beach Road for a much needed north-south route on the island. 

“We do have a grassroots effort in place by our citizens to petition Montgomery to re-evaluate Powerline Road as a roadway to the beach,” Mayor 

Tony Kennon said. “We all know that that roadway would probably take 40 to 50 percent of the traffic off of Canal Road. It would be an absolute 

blessing. Unfortunately, Montgomery has signed a contract to allow the construction of the lodge to go forward that would prevent any new 

roads to be built in the state park for 20 years.” 

Smith’s petition contends this is not a new road at all but improvements to an existing one. 

“It’s already there, so why not just improve it?” Smith asked. “Everybody I’ve talked with in the area said it’s been talked about it for years about 

opening it up, but nobody has actually taken steps to get things rolling. Let’s get things going.” 

Recently Kennon happened upon a campaign brochure from the first time he ran for City Council in 2004. 

“And that was at the top of my list,” he said. “Powerline Road.” 

But as much as he claims the route would be a vital fix to tourist season traffic, Kennon says there would be huge hurdles to overcome. 

“If today we got the ability and whatever was granted to build that road, we would be in federal court and this would drag out for 10 years,” 

Kennon said. “That’s the issue at hand. The environmentalists have really hounded us on building that road.” 

Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Director Chris Blankenship says the language in the lawsuit is clear on the subject. 

“Neither the state of Alabama, nor any agency of the state, nor any political subdivision of the state will construct or approve the construction of 

a north-south connector road through the Gulf State Park for a period of at least 20 years from the date of execution of this settlement 

agreement,” the settlement states. “The parties agree and understand that there is no limitation on improving or expanding existing roads within 

Gulf State Park, and no limitation on new road construction outside of or bordering Gulf State Park.” 

Blankenship said he doesn’t believe Powerline Road would be deemed an existing road if it came to court. 

“The power line traversing Gulf State Park is a utility right of way and it is doubtful that a court of law would consider this an existing road at the 

time the settlement order was entered in 2017,” Blankenship said. 

 
 

https://lagniappemobile.com/author/john-mullen/
https://lagniappemobile.com/category/baldwin/
https://lagniappemobile.com/petition-to-build-powerline-road-tests-legal-settlement/#comments


The ALDOT Traffic and Safety Operations Section, Design Bureau, administers the State Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP). 
This program is open to both Counties and Municipalities to apply for roadway safety funding. As part of the application process, a 
spreadsheet is required to be submitted with the application which contains both the location safety countermeasure(s) chosen, and 
a benefit/ cost ratio based on the costs of the chosen countermeasures. The Traffic and Safety Operations Section is offering free 
training on the use of the spreadsheet on November 12th and 13th in Montgomery.  The class will be three hours long; two identical 
classes will be taught each day, one in the morning and one in the afternoon. The class schedule for the 12th and 13th will be 8:00 am 
to 11:00 am, and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Attached for your review is the class agenda. 
 
The class will involve hands – on training with the software. Attendees will not be required to bring any computer equipment to the 
class. 
 
Since there are a limited number of spots available, each organization will only be allowed to send one staff member to the training. 
If you or a member of your staff would like to attend the training, please notify Manson, Stuart A. mansons@dot.state.al.us by 
November 1st. 

 

Gulf Shores hosting Public Involvement Meeting about Canal Road 

Modifications 

 

The City of Gulf Shores will host a Public Involvement Meeting for the Canal Road Corridor Study on Thursday, November 
7, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at the Adult Activity Center, located at 260 Clubhouse Drive. The purpose of the meeting is to 
provide the public an opportunity to participate in the development of the proposed project. 

The previously shown roadway build alignments have been revised/modified as more engineering information has 
become available and in response to comments received from stakeholders and the public during the public involvement 
meeting held for the project on May 7, 2019. A brief presentation will be given at 6 p.m. After the presentation, 
representatives from the City of Gulf Shores will be available at displays to discuss the proposed project and answer any 
questions. Comment sheets will also be made available for those who would like to submit written statements. Written 
statements may be mailed or e-mailed within 21 days after the meeting date to the address below. 

The purpose of the proposed project is to improve connectivity and provide a transportation corridor that will better 
accommodate the existing and projected east-west traffic volumes through the study area. The need for the project is 
derived from the increased traffic congestion along SR 180 (Canal Road) and along the existing neighborhood streets. 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR FOR INDIVIDUALS REQUIRING SPECIAL ASSISTANCE CONTACT: 

Volkert, Inc. 
1110 Montlimar Drive 
Mobile, Alabama 36609 
251-342-1070 
ATTN: Mr. Jason Goffinet / Jason.goffinet@volkert.com 

REQUEST FOR SPECIAL ASSISTANCE SHOULD BE RECEIVED AT LEAST FIVE (5) BUSINESS DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

mailto:mansons@dot.state.al.us
mailto:Jason.goffinet@volkert.com


 

Transportation Research 

 
  

2020 Alabama Recreational Trails Conference 

  
SAVE THE DATE 
  
February 5-7, 2020 
Gulf State Park and Lodge 
21196 E Beach Blvd., Gulf Shores, AL 36542 
  
A fun and informative event with mobile workshops and speakers from across Alabama and the United States presenting sessions 
on the latest trends and ideas in creating recreational trails that are inclusive, accessible, and connected to enhance quality of life 
and economic development in our state! 
  
Registration announcement coming soon! 

 

 FTA Webinar  on Transit/Shared Mobility Partnerships 
Date: October 15, 2019 
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Transit Administration will present a webinar in October through 
its Mobility on Demand Program.  This webinar will address partnerships between public transportation providers and 
shared mobility companies.   
 
Compliance with FTA Requirements in Transit/Shared Mobility Partnerships 
Wednesday, October 23 at 2 p.m. ET 
The webinar does not feature rural agency speakers but may offer lessons learned for rural and other areas, particularly 
for rural areas near urban areas that might have shared mobility companies operating nearby.  Click here for more 
information on the webinar series. 

  

 
Right of Way Acquisition and the Uniform Act 

 
This comprehensive workshop begins with an introduction to the Federal-aid right of way process and the fundamentals 
of complying with the Uniform Act, Federal Highway regulations, and any State laws, regulations or requirements. 
Participants will walk away with a strong understanding of the Uniform Act. 
 

This workshop should be of interest to local government employees and consultants who work in the transportation 
decision making process and who acquire or manage real estate for federally funded transportation projects. This includes 
local government officials interested in participating in federally funded projects with real property acquisitions, local 
government management, and staff involved in the Federal-aid real property acquisition process and newcomers to the 
right of way profession. 
 
Participants completing this seminar will receive 0.60 Continuing Education Units (CEUs).  The cost for this seminar is 
$125.00 per person. 
 
Payment may be made online, by phone (800-446-0382), or fax (334-844-5715) if paying with Visa, MasterCard, American 
Express, Discover, or government agency purchase order.   Registrants are reminded that registration is not complete 
until payment is made. 
 

Brochure for Right of Way Acquisition and the Uniform Act   

  

 

Printable registration form here. 

 

 

 
ADECA seeks public input into 2020 Census Grant Program 

  

With the 2020 Census drawing closer, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is seeking public 
input for a grant program to assist with local outreach efforts. 

http://ruraltransportation.org/fta-webinars-1016-and-1023-on-transit-shared-mobility-partnerships/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/research-innovation/mobility-demand-mod-sandbox-program
https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/smregs/event/registration.html
https://www.transit.dot.gov/research-innovation/webinar-series-public-transportationshared-mobility-partnerships
https://t.e2ma.net/click/1n8jdc/tdvskm/hcywok
https://t.e2ma.net/click/1n8jdc/tdvskm/x4ywok


 

This e-mail and any 

Alabama’s goal for the 2020 Census is to obtain high participation in every Alabama community, municipality and county. 
ADECA issued the Request for Information related to $1 million in funding allocated to the agency in the 2020 Education 
Trust Fund budget for the 2020 Census Grant Program. The RFI is available on the ADECA website. The public comments 
about the grant program will be accepted in writing until 5 p.m. on Friday, July 12. 

The one-time grant funding is to be expended by ADECA, in coordination with the State Department of Education, to assist 
local community outreach efforts designed to encourage Alabama residents to complete the 2020 Census count. All grants 
will be awarded by Dec. 31 in preparation for the census count in March and April 2020. 

After the public comment period, ADECA will work to design the full process and establish deadlines for this grant program 
which will provide funding assistance to help with local, grassroots outreach efforts, specifically those in hard-to-count 
areas and groups. The agency will host a grant application workshop once all the procedures are in place and applications 
are ready to be accepted. 

Direct link to Request for Information: 

document: http://adeca.alabama.gov/about/Documents/2020%20Census%20Grant%20Program%20RFI.pdf 

ADECA has set the date for the 2020 Census Grant Program application workshop on Wednesday, September 4 at 10 
a.m.  and again at 1:30 p.m. in the Alabama Center for Commerce in Montgomery. At this workshop, we will release the 
details of the grant program and give an overview. The application period is planned to open on the same day as the 
workshop.   

Please note that preregistration is required and seating is limited. ADECA will also record the workshop and post the video 
to www.census.alabama.gov for those unable to attend. 

 
Transportation Dictionary 

The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The 
terms were collected from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary 
presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various 
transportation publications and databases which exist within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and 
Mexico.  

Search Tips 

·        Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition. 

·        None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for 

pedestrian. 

·       The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain 

that word, phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian 

walkway. 

Click HERE for the search engine. 

http://adeca.alabama.gov/
http://adeca.alabama.gov/about/Documents/2020%20Census%20Grant%20Program%20RFI.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.census.alabama.gov&d=DwMFAg&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=8I2Vq3CQCfioSbBkBLyQilXYf2V_07b_-K-7J-V279Q&m=aBmnCaJYAxelYMe3izz9RPbk-UKFoCqf4AzhgcgLyKw&s=OMWXXIG5DZvmTXiF6Igv4nmnsqGxHj5ROPtlDWh_LXk&e=
http://www.rita.dot.gov/dictionary/index.xml

