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Mobile MPO Updates
Mobile MPO meetings
There will be a Mobile MPO meeting on October 31st, 2018 at 10:00 AM. The TCC/CAC met on October 17th, 2018, and recommended the
following projects to be brought forth to the Mobile MPO Policy Board. The Destination 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) will be
modified to account for the tolling of the I-10 Mobile River Bridge. When the LRTP was adopted, tolling was not a financial commitment. To
assist in the planning process, the LRTP will be modified to account for the tolling along with changes to the Bike/Ped Element, the
Environmental Justice Element, and the Future Traffic Volumes. Also, the Mobile MPO will review and adopt the PM2 performance measures
for bridge and pavement condition, and there are various changes to be made to the 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program:
DEMONSTRATION FUNDS
100062412 (CN) I-10 Mobile River Bridge And I-10 Bayway Widening From Exit 24 (Broad Street) to Mobile County Line; July 26, 2019; $1,102,000,000
100062411 (UT) I-10 Mobile River Bridge And I-10 Bayway Widening From Exit 24 (Broad Street) to Mobile County Line, March 01, 2019; $10,000,000
INTESTATE MAINTENANCE
100056331 (PE) I-10 East Tunnel Interchange Bridge Bearing Rehabilitation; DELETE
100056332 (CN) I-10 East Tunnel Interchange Bridge Bearing Rehabilitation; DELETE
100067507 (CN) Resurfacing on I-65 from 1.1 Miles North of SR-13 (US-43) to SR-225; 1/25/2019; $3,232,705
100067506 (PE) Resurfacing on I-65 from 1.1 Miles North of SR-13 (US-43) to SR-225; $49,504
NATIONAL HIGHWAY
100060154 (CN) SR-158 Extension Lott Road Overpass And Jug Handle. Grade, Drain, Base, Pave, and Bridge (EB Seabury Creek Tributary and
Partial Lott Road) Old Engineers Estimate: $32,400,000; New Estimate $20,000,000; 6/28/2019
100066639 (CN) Resurfacing on SR-42 (US-98) From Magnolia Grove Parkway to Stimpson Lane; 2/22/2019; $2,386,416
100066636 (CN) Resurfacing On SR-163 from the North End of the Dog River Bridge; to the South End of the I-10 Overpass; 12/7/2018; $2,559,851
STP ATTRIBUTABLE MOBILE
100037215 (CN) Zeigler Boulevard, Forest Hill Dr to Athey Rd (Additional lanes) FY 2019; Old Cost Estimate $13,698,359; New Cost Estimate $17,650,000
100046895 (CN) Zeigler Boulevard, Cody Rd to Schillinger Rd (Additional lanes) FY 2019; Old Cost Estimate $4,195,000 New Cost Estimate $9,400,000
100052459 (UT) Dauphin Street Additional Lanes from Sage Ave. to West of I-65 at Springhill Memorial Hospital was FY 2019, now FY 2021; $283,574
100052460 (CN) Dauphin Street Additional Lanes from Sage Ave. to West of I-65 at Springhill Memorial Hospital was FY 2019, now FY 2021; $7,070,000
100052462 (RW) Three Notch Road (CR-32) Additional Lanes from Schillinger Road to McDonald Road was FY 2019, now FY 2021; $933,346
100052463 (UT) Three Notch Road (CR-32) Additional Lanes from Schillinger Road to McDonald Road was FY 2019, now FY 2022; $458,990
100059789 (RW) New Alignment of CR-25 (McFarland Road) from CR-28 (Old Pascagoula Road) to CR-358 (Three Notch Road) was FY 2019, now FY 2020;
$6,060,000
100052601 (UT) McGregor Avenue Widening from Airport Boulevard to Dauphin Street and Installation of a Roundabout at Dauphin Street Old Target
start date: December 01, 2018, New Target start date: November 01, 2019; $1,500,000
100052601 (CN) McGregor Avenue Widening from Airport Boulevard to Dauphin Street and Installation of a Roundabout at Dauphin Street Old Target
start date: December 01, 2018, New Target start date: November 01, 2019; $3,382,411

kharrison@sarpc.org

BP FUNDS
100068576 (CN) SR-158 Extension from 0.5 Mile East Of Glenwood Road To West Of Lott Road (SR-217). Grade Drain, Base, Pave, and Bridge (EB Collins
Creek, EB McCrary Road, and EB Collins Creek Tributary) 9/14/2018; $30,005,229
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The Mobile MPO’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) met on October 3 rd at the GM&O Building this past Wednesday. Mr.
Vince Calametti with ALDOT was on hand to give an update on Bike/Ped accessibility over the Mobile River. The meeting focused heavily
on discussing the inclusion of Bike/Ped facilities on the proposed I-10 Mobile River Bridge. The committee voted to amend the Bike/Ped
section of the Long Range Transportation Plan to include: a detailed description of a Belvedere on the I -10 Mobile River Bridge; Bike/Ped
Facilities on the Cochrane-Africatown Bridge; a shared use path from the Cochrane-Africatown Bridge to Beauregard Street; a shared use
path from the Cochrane-Africatown Bridge to Battleship Memorial Park, and Value Added Options. The Value Added Options include: a 12
foot wide shared use path on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge; an elevator and stair tower on the east main span pier of th e I-10 Mobile River
Bridge; and connecting the Bike/Ped path from the Battleship Memorial Park to the Eastern Shore. Also discussed were upcoming road
projects that will include Bike/Ped facilities. The LRTP will be modified at the MPO Policy Committee Meeting on October 31 st.

South Alabama Freight Forum (SAFF)
Recently, the South Alabama Regional Planning Commission housed a freight forum which consisted of staff of local governments, and
individuals that are involved in the freight community in South Alabama. The idea of the forum is to find out the problems in the freight
community, and develop solutions. There is A LOT going on in Mobile right now with the channel to be dredged, Walmart, Airbus, Austal, and
it all leads to trucks, and more trucks; they are the backbone of this country.
The forum was also an opportunity to inform the freight community about various surface infrastructure projects like Water Street, McDonald
Road Extension, and the I-10 Mobile River Bridge. That agenda item actually seemed to have the most interest from the freight community;
what projects are going to be done, and when.
In our efforts to update the freight element of the Long Range Transportation Plan, we have developed a freight survey to be shared with the
freight community. The results and data from this survey, will compliment data we purchased from INRIX, and the APM Terminal Survey, to
give a snap shot of where trucks are coming from and going to. In the travel demand modeling world, this is an important piece of information.

SAFF SURVEY RESULTS

Interstates are the most preferred routes, as it is less congested and it is easily accessible to the ports. This is followed by US Routes; US 43, US
98 and US 45. Even though these are the preferred routes, they have also been identified as having chokepoints along them. Throughout I-10,
three chokepoints have been identified at the intersections of I-65, SR181, and all along the Bayway beginning at the tunnels. There were
complaints that US 43 gets congested because of the low speed limits, despite it being a four lane divided highway. Rail crossings along the
route were also pointed out as being a source of congestion. US 98 near the Mississippi state line was recognized as in need of additional lanes
to no longer classify as an area of congestion. Aside from the preferred, the intersection of Springhill and Mobile Street was identified as a
chokepoint.
Inquiries included on how the Bayway tolling and Water Street improvements would impact businesses. Some surveyors replied that neither
should impact their operations. Most replied that it would increase costs and delays, and some said they would pass the costs to manufactures.
There were concerns that the Water Street improvements may restrict access to the ship yards, further impacting operations.
Surveyors rated the area routes as a whole and also commented what Law Enforcement Officers (LEO)s could do to help improve it. Access
management and road conditions were rated mostly as neutral but leaning slightly unfavorable. LEOs were highly suggested to enforce texting
and driving in the left lane, to reduce distracted drivers and make thru traffic more fluid.

http://www.mobilempo.org/freightplanning.html

US 45 Feasibility Study
The final stakeholder meeting was held for the US 45 Feasibility Study; the presentation and maps can be found HERE
In FY 2018, we had two public meetings, one in Mobile and one in Prichard with over one hundred citizens participating. In addition to the
public meetings, we had four stakeholder meetings. The stakeholder meetings started out strong with over 30 people involved. On August 1st
there was a public input meeting at the Prichard City Hall, with an introduction from the City of Prichard Mayor, Mayor Jimmie Gardner. Despite
the weather, we had a pretty good turnout. Several comments were made pertaining to the study, and we gained some good input. June 28th
was the first public meeting for the US 45 Feasibility Study, and was held at Leflore High School. The meeting was well attended by nearly 70

people. Mobile City Councilman Levon Manzie was on hand to guide the meeting and answer questions. Nick Amberger, the City of Mobile
Engineer was also present and assisted in answering questions posed by the public. Mr. Drew Davis with Volkert and Mr. Clifton Lambert with
CERM presented the attendees with preliminary ideas developed in previous Advisory Committee meetings. These included road diets, sidewalk
improvements, bike lanes, and roundabouts at key intersections. The final document is complete and may be found HERE.
.

SARPC Transportation Video, this is what we do HERE
Want to know what other SARPC departments do?
Planning and Community Development
Area Agency on Aging
Employment and Economic Development
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2016-2019) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile study
area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area Destination
2040. The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects
that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are programmed
into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities established by MPO
member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For other projects, ALDOT has
discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding categories. Most often, projects in the TIP are derived
from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for transportation improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out.
2016-2019 E-TIP HERE

Stay Up To Date on the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project:
http://mobileriverbridge.com/

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
The target start date or project engineers estimated amount has changed for the following :
Project : 100069054 ( CN )
Federal aid number : TAPMB TA19 (928)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : SIDEWALKS ALONG EASTERLING STREET FROM W CLARK AVENUE TO GARRISON AVENUE, ON GARRISON AVENUE FROM EASTERLING
STREET TO MAGEE STREET, AND ON MAGEE STREET FROM GARRISON AVENUE TO W CLARK AVENUE
Old Engineers Estimate : $252,426.00
New Engineers Estimate : $250,000.00

Project : 100066636 ( FM )
Federal aid number : NH 0163 (504)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : RESURFACING ON SR-163 FROM THE SOUTH END OF THE DOG RIVER BRIDGE TO THE SOUTH END OF THE I-10 OVERPASS
Old Target start date : January 25, 2019
New Target start date : February 22, 2019
Project : 100037215 ( CN )
Federal aid number : DBMB-STPMB 7550 (600)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : ZEIGLER BLVD ADDITIONAL LANES FROM ATHEY RD TO FOREST HILL DR
Old Target start date : March 29, 2019
New Target start date : May 31, 2019
Project : 100046895 ( CN )
Federal aid number : STPMB 7550 (601)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : CR-656 (ZEIGLER BLVD) ADD LANES FROM CR-372 (SCHILLINGER RD) TO CR-429 (CODY RD)
Old Target start date : December 07, 2018
New Target start date : January 25, 2019
Project : 100062412 ( CN )
Federal aid number : DPI I010
County : MOBILE
Project Description : I-10 MOBILE RIVER BRIDGE AND BAYWAY FROM EXIT 24 (BROAD STREET) TO MOBILE COUNTY LINE
Old Engineers Estimate : $458,244,288.00
New Engineers Estimate : $1,102,000,000.00
Project : 100062408 ( PE )
Federal aid number : ACNH I010
County : MOBILE
Project Description : I-10 MOBILE RIVER BRIDGE AND I-10 BAYWAY WIDENING FROM EXIT 24 (BROAD STREET) TO MOBILE COUNTY LINE
Old Target start date : November 01, 2018
New Target start date : March 01, 2019

RPO Updates
RPO The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) held a meeting of the Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Committee last
week, at the Baldwin County Central Annex in Robertsdale.
The meeting was well attended and there was a lengthy discussion of current and future transportation projects in the rural areas of our region
let by the ALDOT Southwest Regional Office. Other items on the agenda include:
•
•
•

Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting
Review
and
adoption
of
the
Fiscal
Year
2019
Work
Program
(available
for
review
online
at
http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html
Updating the RPO Transportation Plan with Project List (available for review online at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html

The Work Program for Fiscal Year 2019 includes a new task. This task involves assisting the Alabama Department of Transportation with hosting
public meetings regarding the upcoming 2020-2023 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). Further information about this
endeavor will be forthcoming. Please watch our newsletter for more information.
If you have any questions or comments regarding the items mentioned above, please contact us.

Projects in Region Let November 2nd, 2018
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
None at this time.
MOBILE COUNTY
For constructing the Relocation of Movable Barriers and Gate Arms on SR-188 at the J.A. Wintzell Memorial Bridge in Bayou
La Batre. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $1,471,184 to $1,798,114 .
BALDWIN COUNTY

For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-182 from the Perdido Pass Bridge (MP 14.818) in Orange
Beach to the Florida State Line. Length 2.245 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $978,596 to $1,196,062 .
What’s Under Construction?
Project Status

Legislative Updates
The Senate packed up last Thursday and headed home to campaign ahead of the midterm elections, and the House adjourned well before that.
Congress will return on November 13 for fifteen legislative days to either complete work or punt on a number of unfinished bills. On the
transportation side, John Thune (R-SD) still hopes to pass the Senate’s AV Start Act.
Regardless of the election outcome, both the Senate and House will have new transportation committee leadership in January. Senate
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Chairman Thune (R-SD) is expected to become majority whip if Republicans hold their majority, which
would put Roger Wicker (R-MS) as the most likely new Commerce chairman. On the Democratic side, Bill Nelson (D-FL) faces a tough election
which could shake things up depending on who takes the Senate and his results.
In the House, Chairman Bill Shuster (R-PA) is retiring. Two republicans, Jeff Denham (R-CA) and Sam Graves (R-MO), are vying to replace him. If
the House flips, ranking member Pete DeFazio (D-OR) would become chairman. All of this will also change up the subcommittee leadership.
Stay tuned after November 6 to see how the transportation committees take shape.

Transportation at the Ballot Box 2018
The midterm elections in November 2018 hold major political ramifications for the United States given the high-profile Congressional,
gubernatorial, statehouse, and mayoral choices American voters will consider. But Election Day also plays a critical role in shaping
communities from coast-to-coast in the form of investments and decisions about transportation.
There are at least 255 transportation measures on the ballot this November to go along with the 196 that have already appeared
before voters earlier this year. Eno is tracking these measures and has released a database of the 2018 transportation ballot
measures.

Click here to access the 2018 transportation ballot measure database.
It is important to note that, in terms of the overall count, over 72 percent of transportation-related measures are in just two places:
Michigan and Ohio. These states require certain tax questions to go before voters, therefore routine property tax measures to
generate revenue for local street maintenance are numerous in Michigan in August and in Ohio in November. Both states also have
measures for other modes such as public transit, but for this analysis the local road questions in those states are kept separate. Click
here to view a database of the Michigan and Ohio road millage measures.
While this database currently includes the vast majority of transportation measures on the ballot this year, small, local, and routine
measures can be difficult to uncover and challenging to determine their details such as length and amount raised. Therefore, this
database will be continually updated. To contribute measures not included, please email publicaffairs@enotrans.org.
To provide more flavor for key ballot measures, Eno has also launched a podcast series of interviews with experts. Each miniepisode features an in-depth discussion about a single measure including its background, potential outcomes, and implications
nationally.
The Eno Center for Transportation does not endorse or oppose any of the measures in this document. The information is
provided for research purposes only.
Key Takeaways
As the results come in on Election Day in November, Eno will conduct deeper analyses of these measures including their outcomes.
What matters now is how prominent they are across the country, in large cities and small communities, for mega projects and routine
maintenance, demonstrating—in part—the demand and attention to transportation today. Some themes have emerged already:
Region. Exactly half the states (25) have had some form of a transportation measure, the vast majority of which are on the local and
county level but there have also been 11 statewide measures and five regional ones. They are most prevalent in the West and
Midwest, with a smaller share in the South and only a handful in the Northeast.
Success so far. Overall, voters considered $13 billion in transportation funding so far in 2018 and approved a little over half of that
total, although only three measures failed. The primary reason is Davidson County’s sound rejection of an ambitious $5.3 billion
measure for public transit in and around Nashville last May. An average of $184 million per measure was approved so far this year
including several major multi-year packages such as a $4.5 billion traffic relief measure in the San Francisco Bay Area and nearly
$1 billion for a range of transportation projects in Kansas City.

Identifier. Ballot measures raise revenue for transportation measures in a wide variety of ways. The most popular are property taxes
(42), sales taxes (35), and bonds (25). Transportation-specific user fees like fuel taxes, tolls, and vehicle registration fees are
surprisingly scarce, with only one measure for each of those sources.
Mode. A vast number of transportation ballot measures are for local roads. However, removing the peculiarities of the routine
approvals in Michigan and Ohio, the modal splits are much more even. Understanding the precise mode for each measure is not
always straightforward. Some, such as San Mateo County’s $2.4 billion Measure W, are clearly multimodal as the funding is allocated
across a range of rail, transit, road, and pedestrian projects. Others are predominantly for road projects but also include
bike/pedestrian elements to a much smaller degree. Ten measures include non-motorized transportation as “secondary” modes.

Funding Opportunities
USDOT Announces $6.3 Million Funding Opportunity to Improve Access to Healthcare
(deadline November 13, 2018)

FTA announced the availability of $6.3 million in Access and Mobility Partnership Grants, competitive funds for transit coordination projects
that improve non-emergency healthcare accessibility. Through this grant program, FTA encourages innovative partnerships between the
healthcare industry and public transportation agencies for improved coordination. These partnerships support the needs of transit-dependent
riders and improve options for people with limited transportation choices. HERE

Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging and
Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to match Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307), Enhanced Mobility of
Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This information has been
publicized HERE

FHWA Offers New Funding for Innovative Demonstration Projects
New funding is available from the Federal Highway Administration’s Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program to encourage
the transportation community to adopt proven innovations. Funding or the AID Demonstration program, launched in 2014 as part of the Moving
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act, was continued by the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act. Since AID Demonstration
was introduced, FHWA has provided more than $43 million for 61 awards.
Under the program, funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects that use proven innovations in any project phase, including
planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment and construction. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis
through Grants.gov, the federal government’s website for information on funding opportunities. For more information on the AID
Demonstration program, contact Ewa Flom of the FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation.
The FHWA continues the Accelerated Innovation Deployment (AID) Demonstration authorized within the Technology and Innovation
Deployment Program (TIDP) under the Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. The AID Demonstration provides incentive funding
for any project activities eligible for assistance under title 23, U.S.C. in any phase of a highway transportation project between project planning
and project delivery including planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment, and construction that address the
TIDP goals. The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) published on September 1, 2016 (https://federalregister.gov/a/2016-21063) requests
grant applications and provides selection criteria, application requirements, and technical assistance with Grants.gov during the grant
solicitation period.
Link to Additional Information:

FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation Grants page

Industrial Access Road and Bridge
Industrial access funds are intended to provide adequate public access to new or expanding distribution, manufacturing and industrial firms.
The industry must be committed to new investment and the creation of new jobs. The new access must be on public right of way for public use
(state, city or county) and the project sponsor (city or county) must maintain the completed facility unless the facility consists of turn lanes,
crossovers, etc., that are located on state highways. Industrial access funds are limited to construction, construction engineering and inspection
costs. The project sponsor is responsible for all preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation costs.
Prior to the date the qualifying (new or expanding) project is “placed in service,” the sponsoring entity or its local development agency must
notify the Alabama Department of Commerce of its intent to claim the incentives under Section 41-9-202.1, Code of Alabama 1975. Effective
October 9, 2008, the Industrial Access Road and Bridge Corporation application submittal should include the notification acknowledgment letter
from the Secretary of Commerce. For more info, see HERE

To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov.

Just For Fun
IT’S FALL AND THAT MEANS FOOTBALL!!!!
We are headed for the third Saturday in October. It’s starting to feel a little more like fall and we are in the thick of the college football
schedule. Ever wonder how all that equipment arrives on time for the players? Custom Trucks! Neon lights are featured on the South Florida
and ECU Truck.

Things don’t always go as planned…
The Florida Gators truck had a mishap after the Mississippi State Game.

https://floridagators.com/news/2018/10/3/football-gators-equipment-truck.aspx
There’s even a twitter account for all things NCAA Football Trucks: @NCAAFBALLTRUCKS
And a website that breaks it down by conference and shows the different trucks over the past several seasons: HERE
The USA Jaguars went from this in 2010

To this in 2015

In the News
Better late than never: ALDOT to hold public hearing on Bridge to Nowhere
BY ELIZABETH PATTON ON OCTOBER 17, 2018SLIDER, STATE

In what may be a turning point for a highly controversial bridge project, the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) has announced the first projectspecific public hearing on a proposed bridge to the beach in Baldwin County.
The bridge at hand is the proposed connector from SR-180 to Foley Beach Express Bridge over the Intracoastal Waterway. It will run between Orange Beach and
Gulf Shores, Ala. ALDOT is inviting anyone in the Southwest Region (Mobile area) interested in the new bridge to the public hearing on Thursday, Nov. 15 at the
Gulf Shores Activity Center. There, they will get a chance to ask questions, make comments, and may review project information and exhibits on display.
The bridge debate

[Photo Credit: ‘Bridge To The Beach’ on Facebook]
One one hand is those who are pro-bridge. This group includes several local mayors like Orange Beach Mayor Tony Kennon, Transportation Director at
ALDOT John Cooper, as well as the Gulf Shores/Orange Beach Tourism board. According to their website, the tourism board operates “With 34 full-time and 11
part-time employees, the CVB has a $10.46 million budget, which is funded by a 2 percent lodging tax.” The board came under fire last year for starting what
some residents called a misleading petition campaign over the bridge. In a Change.org petition to garner support for the new bridge. At the time of publishing, it
had garnered the signatures of 5,508 supporters. Opponents of the bridge pointed out that the language included in the petition was at best misleading if not an
outright lie.

They explain their side saying:
Going to the beach has become an all day affair and that’s just the drive time. We can do something about it if we stand together. By signing this petition we can
tell the elected officials along the Gulf Coast that we need better ingress and egress to Pleasure Island on the Gulf Coast.
A new bridge, with no tolls, will allow more traffic to come across the island and it will reduce traffic flow on our major highways.
In a lawsuit against the state testimony confirmed that no studies have ever been conducted to determine the need or impact of an additional bridge. Local
residents question any assertion that states that it will “reduce traffic flow” noting that it will put more traffic on Canal Road which is already an area of significant
congestion.
Meanwhile, those against the beach bridge have amassed in a Facebook group called “End the #Bridge2Nowhere.” They believe $87 million state-funded bridge
project is a misguided attempt by ALDOT and specifically John Cooper to curry favor with local politicians while solving no problems and potentially causing more
harm to locals through both increased traffic congestion, noise pollution and damage to local property owners through the states use of eminent domain to seize
houses and land.
ALDOT’s lack of transparency about this project has come under fire from many including local residents, State Auditor Jim Zeigler, Alabama Today’s own Apryl
Marie Fogel, and most recently State Senate candidate Jason Fisher.
Details and official notice below. If you are not able to make it residents can also send comments by November 30, 2018 to:
▪
▪
▪

Email: swinfo@dot.state.al.us
Fax: (251) 473-3624
Mail: Vincent E. Calametti, P.E.
Region Engineer, Southwest Region
ATTN: Edwin L. Perry III, P.E.
Alabama Department of Transportation
1701 I-65 West Service Road N
Mobile, Alabama 36618

Protecting ‘Alabama the Beautiful’ by cleaning up our mess

Massive tire dump in North Alabama. Photo from the Southern Environmental Center
When travelers enter the state of Alabama via interstate highways, they are welcomed, in most places, by a sign declaring “Alabama the
Beautiful.” We, as locals, know that’s true with our lush, green forests, gentle rolling hills, bubbling creeks, rivers and sugar sand beaches. We
have the tremendous responsibility to keep it beautiful. In this series, find out about some of our problem areas, efforts to fix them and how you
can get involved.
Earlier this year, the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) reported that they will be spending $6.8 million dollars just to remove
litter from the state’s roadsides. ALDOT’s litter cleanup expense is more than 10 times the amount of monies the state legislature appropriates to
the Alabama Department of Environmental Management ($560,000 in FY2018), the agency in charge of protecting the state’s land, air and
water.
Alabama has a long history of pollution problems. Some of the issues are self inflicted by individuals, who are part of a culture that permissively
allows illegal garbage and scrap tire dumps and littering. Other pollution issues, and subsequent cleanups, are linked to the state’s industrial
legacy. In most of these cases, it took citizens demanding a clean and healthy environment to address the problems.
Alabama the Beautiful

Stephens Gap Cave. Photo courtesy of Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Flickr page. Photo by David Jarrell.
Arguably, no state compares to Alabama when it comes to natural beauty: Little River Canyon, the Dismals, and the Walls of Jericho provide a
small sample of what our State has to offer. Alabama is a global leader for biodiversity, ranking first nationally in terms of varieties of turtles,
fishes, crayfish, mussels and snails. We are also blessed with more kinds of geographic and geological landscapes than any other place in North
America.
Despite, this bounty, Alabama has struggled, for generations, when it comes to pollution. It’s a legacy that has marred our natural landscape.
Continue HERE

Water infrastructure is vital for state
Published 12:00 am Wednesday, October 17, 2018
By Rep. Bradley Byrne
There are very few places in the United States that can boast the sort of diverse infrastructure we have here in Alabama. There are 11
interstates, over 3,000 miles of freight rail, five commercial airports and more than 132,000 miles of rivers and stream channels in our
state.
One of our state’s most important pieces of infrastructure is the Port of Mobile, the 10th largest port and fastest growing container
terminal in the United States. With 41 berths, 5 million square feet of warehouses and yards, and covering 4,000 total acres, it has an
economic impact of around 135,000 jobs in Southwest Alabama and generates more than $22 billion per year in economic value.
Recent expansions and developments at the Port will only further grow the economic impact of the port on not only Southwest Alabama,
but our entire state. For example, the recent announcement about a new roll-on/roll-off vehicle processing facility at the port will help our
state’s automotive manufacturing industry continue to grow.
Even with these impressive facts, it has been clear that our infrastructure throughout the country is in need of updates, repairs and
overhauls to ensure that we are at the cutting edge of transportation and innovation in order to compete economically on the world
stage.
Last week, in a major bipartisan effort, Congress sent a piece of legislation to President Donald Trump’s desk that will help to unlock the
full economic potential of our region and state.
America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 passed the Senate last week, after passing out of the House a few weeks back. This bill
authorizes funding for waterway projects, port improvement projects, and other important water infrastructure projects in all 50 states.
Not only will this allow for much-needed infrastructure improvements, but the bill reinstates a “Buy America” provision for federally
funded projects, meaning a boost for American steel producers.
Commonsense legislation like this will create jobs, incentivize the use of American-made products, and build our nation’s capabilities to
produce, package and transport goods all around the globe. It will also make our drinking water safer, improve our wastewater systems,
combat algae blooms, and restore our nation’s beaches through grant programs.
The Army Corps of Engineers can move forward on improving our dams, locks, reservoirs and shipping channels. We have a major
Army Corps project that needs attention right here in Southwest Alabama. The project to deepen and widen the Mobile Bay Ship
Channel has the ability to fundamentally alter the economic potential of the port and create more jobs in our state. Sen. Richard Shelby
has long been a champion for this project, and I am committed to working with him to make it a reality.
Our shipyards, airports, and rail yards will all see an impact from waterway projects like this, and I am thankful to the members of the
Senate and my colleagues in the House for passing this water infrastructure legislation to help propel Alabama even further into the 21st
Century.

The future of Alabama rests upon our ability to look beyond the short term and into what will set us up for success for years to come.
Focusing locally on important infrastructure projects will spur economic growth through business investment and job creation, and it will
open up opportunities we don’t even know exist yet.
Investing in our infrastructure today will lead to a stronger tomorrow. I applaud the work of my colleagues in both the House and the
Senate in making a better economic future possible through this vital water infrastructure legislation.
U.S. Rep. Bradley Byrne represents the 1st Congressional District of Alabama, which includes Escambia County.

Candidate Stephen McNair calls for Alabama Legislature to pay for I-10 Mobile River bridge
BY ELIZABETH PATTON ON OCTOBER 17, 20182018, SLIDER

Traffic crossing Mobile River and Bay on Interstate 10 has more than doubled since the current facilities were built in 1970, far exceeding the
planned capacity. The Alabama Department of Transportation(ALDOT) is working to increase capacity on I-10 by building a new six-lane
bridge over the Mobile River
On Wednesday, Republican and candidate for State House District 97 Stephen McNair called on lawmakers in Montgomery to pay their “fair
share” for the bridge. In June, state officials found out the bridge project did not receive a federal grant that was hoped to provide as much
$250 million dollars for the $2 billion project.

[Photo contributed by Stephen McNair]
On his campaign Facebook page and through a billboard posted on the East side of the tunnel, McNair has called for Montgomery to foot the
bill for construction of the I-10 Mobile River Bridge as restitution for stealing the Gulf Coast’s BP settlement funding.
“It is a travesty that the Alabama Legislature directed Mobile’s BP settlement allocation to be used as a one-time fix to balance the state
budget instead of investing in our coastal communities,” said McNair. “Mobile and Baldwin County are consistently ignored and
misunderstand by those in Montgomery.”
Speaking to a sentiment shared by many citizens in District 97, McNair continued, “We endure hurricanes and oil spills, meanwhile
Montgomery steals our BP money and ignores our aging infrastructure and coastal needs.” McNair continued “even Mississippi allocated 70
percent of their BP settlement funds to coastal counties, and yet in Alabama, 70 percent of our funds went to Montgomery.”
Construction on the project is scheduled to start by early 2020.
Alabama Today has reached out to McNair’s opponent, incumbent State Rep. Adline Clarke for comment. We will update this piece if/when
she responds.
Check-out the conceptual rendering of the bridge:
In a statement posted to his Facebook page during Hurricane Michael evacuations, McNair wrote about heavy traffic on the Bayway saying,
“Mobile is a city with unique challenges and recourses. We generate revenue and jobs for our entire state through the port, tourism and
aerospace.”
McNair will appear on the November 6th ballot against incumbent, Adline Clarke.

Passenger distractions, texting and drowsy driving put teens at risk
while on the road
By Alicia Rohan
October 19, 2018

Teen drivers are doubly disadvantaged in difficult driving situations because they are less experienced on the road, as well as feeling fearless, in many cases.
Teens may believe "an accident won't happen to me" when opening a text message while driving. (contributed)
Six teens ages 16 to 19 are killed every day from motor vehicle injuries, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. National Teen Driver
Safety Week is Oct. 21-27, and several experts from the University of Alabama at Birmingham have tips to keep teens safe as they hit the road, including
how to decrease passenger distractions and avoiding the risks of texting while driving and drowsy driving.

Talk with teens about taking rest breaks to avoid drowsy driving. (UAB)
“Teens are the most at-risk population on the road,” said Despina Stavrinos, Ph.D., associate professor in the UAB Department of Psychology and director
of UAB Translational Research for Injury Prevention. “We need to prepare them for each circumstance that could arise, while providing them with practical
knowledge and tools to safely navigate the roads.”
Passenger distractions
Driving with same-aged passengers can increase teen drivers’ risk for a fatal crash through distraction and intentional risk-taking. However, teen passengers
can also be helpful by keeping the driver focused on the road.
“Parents should have conversations with their teens on the risks and benefits of having friends in the car,” said Jessica Mirman, Ph.D., assistant professor in
the UAB College of Arts and Sciences. “It is important for parents to set expectations for young drivers before they are riding and driving.”
Mirman has a few recommendations for what passengers can do in order to help drivers keep their hands on the wheel and eyes on the road.
•

Respond to text messages.

•

Take charge of the music.

•

Notice speed limit changes.

•

Limit talking and distractions while on the road.

•

Know the state laws for passenger restrictions.

UAB researchers Despina Stavrinos (left), Jessica Mirman and Benjamin McManus. (UAB)
Several states have passenger restrictions of not having more than one non-family passenger other than the parent, guardian or supervising licensed driver
at least 21 years of age for the first six months that the teen is licensed.
Passenger restrictions are about safety – not about controlling teens’ personal lives,” Mirman said. “Parents should have household expectations that are
in alignment with state laws and not allow their teen to drive with newly licensed drivers, or to drive more teen passengers than are permitted by state law.”
In 2016, 15 percent of drivers ages 15 to 20 involved in fatal motor vehicle crashes had a blood alcohol concentration of 0.08 percent or higher, according
to the CDC.
“Don’t let a friend drive or ride impaired, and do not get in a car with an impaired driver,” Mirman said. “Parents should make sure their teen knows it is
always OK for the teen to call or text a parent or another trusted adult for a safe ride home no matter what.”
Texting while driving
Each day in the United States, about nine people are killed and more than 1,000 are injured in crashes that are reported to involve a distracted driver,
according to the U.S. Department of Transportation National Center for Statistics and Analytics.

Discuss the rules of the road before your teen gets behind the wheel. (UAB)
“We call texting while driving the perfect storm, especially for teens, as it takes your eyes off the road, your hands off the wheel and your mind off of
concentrating on what you should be doing – which is driving,” Stavrinos said. “But it’s not just texting that can be an issue. Checking email, interacting
through social media or accessing a map program while driving can also be distracting and dangerous.”
Teen drivers are new to the road and still learning the pertinent skills to driving safely. Stavrinos advises that, while driving or doing any task that requires
full concentration, one should put the phone far enough away to not be tempted to pick it up at the first ding.
“These are very valuable tools, and we’re not going to give them up,” she said. “But we have to balance the benefits of staying connected while mitigating
the impact of the distractions, whether it’s while driving, walking down the street or even having dinner in a restaurant.”
Stavrinos says a little self-control is called for because our love for devices is not going away, nor should it.

Transportation Research

Building Resilience into your
Federal Highway Emergency Relief Projects
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) will hold a webinar on Tuesday, October 23 to share information and best practices on
incorporating resilience into emergency relief projects under the FHWA emergency relief program. The webinar will cover FHWA regulations
and guidance on the topic, frequently asked questions, FHWA resilience research and technical assistance, and examples from Texas and
Colorado. There will also be time for questions and discussion.
Staff of federal, state and local transportation agencies involved with FHWA-funded emergency relief projects are invited to attend.
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2018
Time: 1:30 – 3:00 pm Eastern
Webinar Room: https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/er_resilience
Audio over computer
No registration required
FHWA’s Emergency Relief program provides funds to state and local governments for the repair or reconstruction of highways which have
suffered serious damage as a result of natural disasters or catastrophic failures from an external cause.
FHWA provides research and technical assistance on improving the resilience of transportation infrastructure to extreme weather and
changing conditions.
Agenda:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Welcome and Overview – Chris Newman, FHWA Office of Infrastructure
FHWA Guidance on Emergency Relief and Resilience – Greg Wolf, FHWA Emergency Relief Programs
FHWA Resilience Research and Technical Assistance – Tina Hodges, FHWA Sustainability and Resilience Team
Perspectives from Texas – Roopa Banerjee, FHWA Texas Division
Perspectives from Colorado – Randy Jensen, FHWA Colorado Division
Discussion

REGISTRATION OPEN!
ALABAMA RECREATIONAL TRAILS
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP
Thursday, November 8
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Auburn University
School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences
602 Duncan Drive
Auburn, Alabama 36849
Registration Fee $35 includes light breakfast,
boxed lunch, optional field trip or training.
A fun and informative gathering for those who plan, develop,
and manage recreational trails in Alabama.

Presentation Subjects:
•

Planning, development, and operation of two innovative mountain bike trail systems at Chewacla State Park and Lake Wilmore
Park

•

Best practices for developing a Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan

•

Bringing trails and environmental education together at the Louise Kreher Forest Ecology Preserve

•

How the National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program can help you launch your trail project

Optional Field Trips and Training:
•

Chewacla State Park Mountain Bike Trails

•

Louise Kreher Forest Ecology Preserve

•

Recreational Trails Survey and Economic Impact Assessment Training: Required orientation for administrators who wish to
participate in a program to gather trail economic impact and usage data throughout Alabama

Studies Say Lower Speed Limits Will Help Improve Roadway Safety
New research conducted by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety indicates that lowering the speed limit by 5 mph on city streets can
improve safety for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists alike, while a separate study conducted by the Illinois Department of Transportation
convinced the agency to reduce speed limits along certain stretches of two major highways by 10 mph.
The IIHS study focused on Boston, Massachusetts, which lowered the default speed limit on city streets from 30 mph to 25 mph beginning
January 9, 2017, after the Massachusetts legislature amended state law in 2016 to allow cities and towns to lower speed limits from 30 mph to
25 mph on municipal roads in densely populated areas or business districts. Unless otherwise posted, the speed limit on all Boston roadways is
25 mph, the group noted.
IIHS said its researchers looked at vehicle speeds in Boston before and after the lower limit took effect and compared them to control sites in
Providence, Rhode Island, where the speed limit remained the same.
The study sites in both Boston and Providence included arterials, collectors and local roads and the group noted all of the sites were similar in
that they had no more than one lane per direction and were located away from intersections on relatively flat, straight road segments and at
least a half-mile away from any school or speed feedback sign.
IIHS researchers evaluated changes in the odds of vehicles exceeding 25 mph, 30 mph and 35 mph associated with the new speed limit and
found there was a 29.3 percent decline in the odds of speeding for vehicles traveling faster than 35 mph. The odds of speeding fell by 8.5
percent for vehicles going faster than 30 mph and 2.9 percent for vehicles exceeding 25 mph.
The group said high travel speeds increase the risk of crashing and the risk of injuries when a crash occurs and that speeding – defined on police
crash reports as exceeding the posted speed limit, driving too fast for conditions, or racing – has been a factor in more than a quarter of U.S.
crash deaths for more than 30 years. In 2016, IIHS noted that the percentage of U.S. crash deaths related to speeding was higher on roads with
35 mph or lower speed limits than on roads with higher speed limits; some 33 percent vs. 26 percent.
“Speeding occurs on roads of all types, not just highways and freeways,” added IIHS President David Harkey in a statement. “Even on lower
speed roads, speeding can have deadly consequences, especially for pedestrians and bicyclists. Some cities are lowering speed limits to reduce
the risks for these vulnerable road users, who are increasingly dying in crashes.”
The study didn’t examine how lowering the speed limit affected crashes in Boston, but that’s a next step, he pointed out.
The Illinois DOT took that step in its study of speeds on I-74 and I-57 in the Champaign-Urbana area and concluded that, given the current
prevailing speeds, crash rates and number of interchanges, a reduction of the posted speed limit from 70 mph to 60 mph along a portion of I74 connecting to I-57 was justified. “Reducing the speed limit of through traffic to closer to that of traffic from interchanges gives drivers more
time to react, thereby reducing the severity of a crash or avoiding one altogether,” the agency stressed.
IIHS said in its research that, outside of urban areas, speed limits are on the rise as 41 states have speed limits of 70 mph or higher on some
portion of their roads. The group also noted that a study it conducted in 2016 showed that increases in speed limits from 1993 to 2013 in those
41 states resulted in 33,000 fatalities.

Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO): Transportation Partnerships for the 21st Century
This work will deliver a historical review and contemporary analysis of the institutional structures and performance of MPOs, producing
conclusions and lessons learned that are relevant to current challenges. This research will address ways in which MPOs can respond more
nimbly and effectively to rapidly changing transportation demands, conditions, and technologies. It will provide a range of strategies and tools
drawn from cases and practice in order to better equip MPOs and MPO-state partnerships in planning, maintaining, and improving
transportation systems for U.S. metropolitan areas and the economies reliant on those systems.
Staff Contact: Harlan Miller, 202-366-0847

Identification of High Pedestrian Crash Locations
This FHWA guidebook presents a process to help state and local agencies identify high pedestrian crash locations and includes a literature
review, case studies, and other research needed to develop a five-step process.

New ADA Sidewalk and Curb Ramp Compliance App

Download it Today

http://www.vueworks.com/sidewalks-and-curb-ramps-application/
•
•
•
•
•

Simple to Use
Download from Apple Store or Google Play
Collect information at your pace
Gathers ADA Compliance inventory and condition information
Location is automatically collected in GIS

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected from
a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms related to
transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist within the federal
government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·

Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.

·

None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for pedestrian.

·
The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word, phrase
or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

