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The Mobile Area Demand Response Transit System Feasibility Study is underway, please see Mobile MPO Updates. The Senate is in
session, but the House is in recess until November 12; however, FHWA released DATA this week pertaining to the RESCISSION in Legislative
Updates. In The News, GOMESA Funds were awarded to a variety of projects in South Alabama, and a new Rural Opportunities to Use

Transportation for Economic Success (ROUTES) Initiative has been created. JUST FOR FUN this week will make you coast into the
weekend..... Have a great weekend, stay warm!

Check out ALGO Traffic before you travel!

www.mobilempo.org

Check us out on FACEBOOK

SARPC Transportation Video, this is what we do HERE
Want to know what other SARPC departments do?
Planning and Community Development
Area Agency on Aging
Employment and Economic Development
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP

Mobile MPO Updates
MOBILE AREA TRANSIT SYSTEM FEASIBILITY STUDY is underway

Toole Design NonMotorized Mobility Study
for Downtown Mobile
2018 Unified Planning
Work Program

2016-2019
Transportation
Improvement Program
Origin Destination Study
Using Cell Phones

In August of 2019, a consultant selection committee selected VIA Mobility to perform the study. VIA Mobility has partnered with
local group Goodwin, Mills, and Cawood as a sub consultant. The consultants were given notice to proceed last week, and the kick
off was yesterday. HERE is Via’s presentation from the kick-off.
There is a lot of work to be done in a short amount of time, and i f you would like to be part of this study, please call Kevin Harrison for
details.
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Envision2045 is multi-modal in scope, encompassing long-range plans for highway, public transportation, and bicycle and pedestrian networks.
Regional growth, economic development, and accessibility within the study area along with environmental concerns necessitate that the longrange plan addresses not only improved vehicular travel but also improvements to alternative modes. Preservation of the existing transportation
system coupled with enhancement of all modal choices will contribute to the improvement of the overall quality of life in the region.
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission(SARPC) invites decision makers, stakeholders, and members of the general public to
participate in the development of the plan. SARPC is seeking feedback on transportation major infrastructure projects, initiatives and
policies. Transportation priorities such as congestion, freight, transit, roadways, bicycle and pedestrian, and other transportation modes will be
addressed in the 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan.
Your comments help SARPC’s planners to develop a wide-ranging, action-oriented transportation plan. The Envision2045 plan being
developed will also serve as a basis for allocating limited federal money aimed at roadways, bridges, and public transportation facilities. The
comment period on the early participate online survey is closed; however, there will be several more opportunities for the public to comment
on the plan in the near future.
Please contact Kevin Harrison at kharrison@sarpc.org with any questions or requests for further information.

FREIGHT DATA
APM Terminals has provided us with their fourth quarterly survey report. Just as last quarter, for two days APM Terminals had onboard tablets for drivers to answer a series of questions in terms of where they came from and where they are going. APM Terminals
will continue to gather this information quarterly for our benefit of validating truck data for the travel demand forecasting model.

FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2020-2023) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the
Mobile study area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile
Urban area Destination 2040. The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the

study year and study area. LRTP projects that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of
Transportation (ALDOT), where they are programmed into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects,
TIP project selection is based on priorities established by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the
Surface Transportation Attributable program. For other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of
funds from various types of funding categories. Most often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in
its annual allocation of funds for transportation improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check
it out HERE.

Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project:
http://mobileriverbridge.com/

About the project:
The Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project would reduce congestion on I-10 in South Alabama through the addition of additional
capacity: a new six-lane bridge over the Mobile River, full replacement of the existing Bayway with an eight-lane structure, and
redevelopment of seven interchanges. The project would run from Virginia Street in Mobile to the US 90/98 interchange in Baldwin
County. Information in the project is available at www.MobileRiverBridge.com.

The Alabama Department of Transportation on August 28, 2019 ceased project
development efforts on the proposed Mobile River Bridge & Bayway.

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
The target start date, plan status, or project engineers estimated amount has changed for the following:
Project : 100052812 ( CN )
Federal aid number : NHF 0042 (517)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : CONSTRUCT BRIDGE ON GLENWOOD ROAD OVER SR-42 (US-98) GRADE, DRAIN, BASE AND PAVE, BRIDGE AND RETAINING
WALLS
Old Engineers Estimate : $5,646,900.00
New Engineers Estimate : $9,618,285.37
Project : 100037215 ( CN )
Federal aid number : DBMB-STPMB 7550 (600)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : ZEIGLER BLVD ADDITIONAL LANES FROM ATHEY RD TO FOREST HILL DR
Old Engineers Estimate : $17,650,000.00
New Engineers Estimate : $20,812,530.48
Project : 100056130 ( UT )
Federal aid number : BRF 0016 (522)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : REPLACE BRIDGE, BIN 008714, SR-16 (US-90) WESTBOUND OVER TENSAW-SPANISH RIVER. (SUFF=49.7, STATUS=SD)
Old Target start date : December 01, 2019
New Target start date : June 01, 2020
Project : 100049566 ( CN )
Federal aid number : BRF 0016 (522)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : REPLACE BRIDGE, BIN 008714, SR-16 (US-90) WESTBOUND OVER TENSAW-SPANISH RIVER. (SUFF=49.7, STATUS=SD)
Old Target start date : February 28, 2020
New Target start date : August 28, 2020

South Alabama RPO Updates
Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Meeting
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) had a meeting of the Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Committee last Thursday,
September 19, 2019 at the Baldwin County Central Annex at 22251 Palmer Street in Robertsdale, Alabama.
Items discussed were current and future transportation projects in the rural areas of our region by the ALDOT Southwest Regional Office.
Other items on the agenda included:

Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting
•

Review and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2020 Work Program (available for review online at
http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html
•

Updating the RPO Transportation Plan with Project List (attached and available for review online at
http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html

Projects in Region Let November 8th, 2019
MOBILE COUNTY
• For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-213 (Shelton Beach Road) from the junction of SR-158 to the junction
of SR-13 (US-43) in Saraland. Length 2.452 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $641,964 to $784,623
•

For constructing the Bridge Replacement and Approaches on Dunlap Drive over Pinto Pass in Mobile. Length 0.085 mi. The Bracket
Estimate on this project is from $1,447,445 to $1,769,100 .

BALDWIN COUNTY
None at this time
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
None at this time

What’s Under Construction? Project Status

Legislative Updates
The Senate is in session. The House is in recess until November 12.

Transportation Funding Issues Remain On Congressional Radar
editor@aashto.org November 1, 2019
A renewed call to repeal the impending $7.6 billion rescission of unobligated Federal-aid highway program contract authority, though
it was not included within the successful Senate passage of a “minibus” appropriations bills this week, is one of the latest signs that
transportation remains an acute concern for Congress – especially as the federal government is functioning under a continuing
funding resolution that expires November 21.
The Senate minibus included the Transportation-Housing and Urban Development or THUD funding package with an amendment
that heads off an automatic 12 percent across-the-board funding cut for public transit agencies.
“The entire federal government is now operating under a continuing resolution and in less than a month that continuing resolution
will expire,” noted Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Ala., chairman of the Senate Committee on Appropriations, in a statement.
Congress passed legislation in July that suspended the federal debt ceiling and set government spending caps for the next two fiscal
years, but the task of passing specific appropriations bills to disburse those monies remains incomplete, Sen. Shelby noted.
“The prospect of serial continuing resolutions – or worse, another government shutdown – casts a dark shadow over our previous
success,” he stressed. “Such uncertainty also wreaks havoc on every federal agency’s ability to plan.”
Such concerns helped prompt Senate passage of a four-bill package of appropriations legislation – H.R. 3055 – on October 31 by a
vote of 84 to 9, which included $86.6 billion in fiscal year 2020 funding for the U.S. Department of Transportation approved on
September 19 by the Senate Appropriations Committee, which is $167 million above the FY 2019 enacted level. That topline number
closely matches figures within the “minibus” funding package passed by the House of Representatives in June.
The Senate also passed a bipartisan amendment proffered by Sen. McSally, R-Ariz., and Sen. Doug Jones, D-Ala., by a vote of 82 to
11 that would block an automatic 12 percent public transit due to a budget control mechanism called the “Rostenkowski Test,” which
is intended to ensure incurred financial obligations associated with transit contract authority from the Highway Trust Fund does not
get too far ahead of anticipated tax collections.
The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials joined 30 other organizations in support of an American
Public Transportation Association-led effort to head off those potential cuts in public transportation funding. “Infrastructure
investment is critical for our nation’s economic growth and now is the time to invest more, not less, in public transportation,” APTA
noted in a letter sent to Congressional leadership on October 22.
Meanwhile, AASHTO continues to press for a repeal of the $7.6 billion rescission in highway funding set to occur in nine months.

Prior to passage of the Senate’s transportation appropriations, AASHTO said in a letter to Senate leaders on October 30 that, “…as
you finalize the THUD appropriations package for FY 2020, we urge you to support SA 1034 offered by Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo.
This amendment will repeal Section 1438 of the FAST Act, which requires the rescission of $7.6 billion in unobligated Federal-aid
highway program contract authority on July 1, 2020. If allowed to take place, the rescission will virtually wipe out all remaining
contract authority available to states in core highway formula programs.”
However, since the Senate did not consider the Barrasso amendment to its THUD legislation, that keeps the rescission on the books.
Thus work on any number of transportation infrastructure projects may be indefinitely delayed starting next year.
“It is especially critical to repeal this [rescission] in calendar year 2019 because in the worst-case scenario, states may be forced to
deobligate existing projects in order to provide the necessary amount of contract authority to be rescinded,” AASHTO said in its
letter.
“If this happens next spring or summer at the peak of the construction season, the impact will be especially devastating,” the
organization added. “Furthermore, the lack of funding flexibility resulting from the rescission will severely undermine states’ asset
management processes which are intended to meet key national performance targets on safety, pavement, bridge, freight
movement, congestion, emission, and overall system performance.”
Based on the final FY 2019 balances of affected highway programs receiving contract authority, the Federal Highway Administration
is expected to issue each state’s share of next summer’s $7.6 billion rescission any day now.
Separately, the House of Representatives passed four bills approved by the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
– including legislation that “unlocks” monies within the harbor maintenance trust fund or HMTF.
According to the U.S. Congressional Budget Office, the “Full Utilization of the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund Act of 2019” – passed
by the House 296 to 109 on October 28 – puts $34 billion into the HMTF over a 10-year period; money the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers can use for dredging all federal harbors to their constructed widths and depths, for starters.
“[Passing this bill] was a win, years in the making, for our nation’s coastal communities and members of the maritime workforce,”
noted Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., chairman of the House T&I Committee, in a statement.
“These are fees already collected by the federal government and it’s about time the money is used for its intended purpose – harbor
maintenance,” he added. “I encourage a swift passage through the Senate and look forward to the President signing this legislation
into law.”
“[This is] the right thing to do for America’s infrastructure,” added Ranking Member Rep. Sam Graves, R-Mo. “This isn’t frivolous
government spending being determined by bureaucrats; these projects are Congressionally authorized and paid for by users of this
infrastructure. I look forward to continuing our work to make sure the user fees collected into the HMTF are fully put towards our
port and harbor infrastructure needs as Congress intended.”

Rescission Funding Cuts May Go Deeper Than Expected
editor@aashto.org November 5, 2019
The initial state-by-state calculation of the impending $7.6 billion rescission of Federal-aid highway contract authority mandated by
the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation or FAST Act indicates states may experience deeper funding cuts than what was called
for in that 2015 law.
According to Federal Highway Administration data released this week, the total unobligated balances of state highway funding
subject to the rescission – scheduled to occur July 1, 2020 – stands at just over $5.35 billion as of September 30. That means a further
$2 billion-plus will be extracted from federal-aid highway contract authority held by states during fiscal year 2020.
Texas provides one of several stark examples of this funding cut. According to FHWA data, Texas has an unobligated balance of $679.4
million as of September 30. Yet since its share of the $7.6 billion rescission – based on formula funding calculations – is 12.69 percent,
Texas will have to return more than $960 million to federal coffers, impacting funding streams for transportation projects already on
the books.
“In short, this is rescinding more federal-aid highway contract authority than states have,” warned Jim Tymon, executive director of
the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. “Once these dollars go away, they will not otherwise be
invested in our nation’s transportation system.”
AASHTO added in a separate letter to Senate leaders on October 30 that “it is especially critical to repeal this [rescission] in calendar
year 2019 because, in the worst-case scenario, states may be forced to deobligate existing projects in order to provide the necessary
amount of contract authority to be rescinded.”
The organization further noted that “the lack of funding flexibility resulting from the rescission will severely undermine states’ asset
management processes which are intended to meet key national performance targets on safety, pavement, bridge, freight
movement, congestion, emission, and overall system performance.”

A group of 41 transportation organizations led by AASHTO called for the repeal of the rescission in a September 12 letter to
Congressional leadership, noting that it will “significantly depress the 10-year budget baseline for surface transportation programs
beginning in Fiscal Year 2021, undermining significant bipartisan support in Congress and the Administration for boosting federal
infrastructure investment.”
Repealing the rescission also has strong bipartisan and bicameral support in Congress. The leaders of the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works introduced S.1992 to repeal the FAST Act rescission, which to date has garnered 23 co-sponsors.
Earlier in the year they called for the repeal of the rescission in a letter on June 12, which echoed a similar appeal made by the
leadership for the House of Representatives Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure in a May 8 letter.
“This rescission should be repealed in any future budget or spending agreement that the Congress considers before the end of this
fiscal year,” noted Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., chairman of the EPW committee, and Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., ranking member, in
their joint letter to Senate leadership.
“If it stands, this rescission will impact every state’s ability to plan, build and repair needed roads and bridges that are vital to
American communities,” they said. “Failure to address this rescission will cost jobs and needlessly slow our economy.”

Fiscal Year 2020 Appropriations: Will the Senate, House and the President Reach an Agreement?
With just 17 calendar days and nine legislative days left until the current continuing resolution expires on November 21, it remains
to be seen as to whether Congress will be able to pass all 12 appropriations bills or be forced to adopt another continuing resolution.

To date, the House has passed two minibus bills covering 10 of its 12 appropriations bills. (House spending bills for the Legislative
Branch and for Homeland Security remain outstanding. The Senate has passed only one minibus that covers the Departments of
Agriculture; the Interior; Commerce and Justice--along with science-related spending--and Transportation and Housing and Urban
Development. The Senate must still pass bills that would cover the Departments of Defense; Labor; Health, Human Services, and
Education; State; Legislative Branch; Military Spending / VA; Homeland Security; Financial Services; and Energy and Water programs.
Even if the House and Senate are able to adopt all appropriations bills, there is no guarantee, at this point, that the president will
sign them. The president has said that he does not want a government shutdown, but he has also expressed his dissatisfaction with
some of the funding levels in the bills, especially House funding for the southern border wall. In fact, the president did tell a large
group of reporters that much will depend on how the negotiations go. However, even if the negotiations go well, there is some
speculation in Washington that the president will veto any congressional appropriations bill and shut down the federal government
as payback to Congress for the current impeachment inquiry.
Much can happen over the next 17 days. There is, for example, the possibility that both chambers could quickly override the
president’s veto. There is also some evidence to suggest that the president will never again shut the government down based on
past experience. But as always, there is a great deal of uncertainty as to what will happen, and therefore, NARC will continue to
monitor the appropriations process and provide you with the most up to date information available.

Representatives Takano, García, and Pressley Launch Future of Transportation Caucus
Representatives Mark Takano (CA-41), Jesús “Chuy” García (IL-04), and Ayanna Pressley (MA-07) launched the Future of
Transportation Caucus, which will be dedicated to creating a new vision for the future of transportation. The caucus will emphasize
a transportation system that promotes equity, access, and sustainability. The first order of business for the caucus will is a series of
briefings and forums to generate awareness and policy discussions including sustainability, safety, and improved connectivity.
Members in the caucus want to refocus discussions on transportation issues that go beyond funding. They want to improve the
understanding of the profound impact that transportation infrastructure and planning can have on communities, access to critical
jobs and services, and the environment.

Funding Opportunities
FTA Mobility Program
Applications due by January 6, 2020.
Following Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao's recent announcement to fund new programs to develop and deploy innovations
in technology to improve access and mobility, FTA published a notice of funding for the Mobility for All Pilot Program, which seeks
to improve mobility options and access to community services for older adults, individuals with disabilities, and people with low
incomes.

The $3.5 million grants program will fund projects that enhance transportation connections to jobs, education and health services. A
complete list of members and related contact information by clicking here.

AASHTO Releases a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Enhancement and Support of
AASHTOWare Bridge Design & Rating
October 21, 2019
A Request for Proposals (RFP) to solicit competitive proposals for professional services to complete the development and delivery of
the first release of the planned modernized AASHTOWare Bridge Design-Rating system (BrDR 7.0) and to provide ongoing
maintenance, support, and enhancements to the AASHTOWare Bridge Design-Rating products.

A project to deliver a modernized version of the AASHTOWare Bridge Design-Rating software was initiated in July 2016. The goals of
the original BrDR modernization effort were to redesign the overall system architecture, update the analysis modules and the
product’s user interface utilizing up-to-date development processes, tools, and programming languages. The BrDR Modernization
Project was scoped to deliver the modernized analysis engine (completed and released in October 2018 as part BrDR 6.8.3), and the
fully modernized BrDR software with the modernized user interface in a separate release, during a second phase of the project.
The user interface slated for delivery in phase two as part of BrDR 7.0, encompasses all of the bridge design, analysis and rating
capabilities in the current product release, and will permit configuration options to meet the user’s needs and familiarity with the
software. Completion of the software envisioned as part of the modernization project (currently partially-developed) will represent
delivery of the fully modernized BrDR system that will include both the modernized user interface, and the previously released
modernized analysis engine. As stated, work on the fully modernized BrDR software that includes the updated user interface is
partially complete. AASHTO estimated that design activities are 95% complete, development activities 70% complete, and software
testing activities 10% complete.
AASHTO seeks a contractor to complete the remaining development tasks for phase two (BrDR 7.0), support the delivery of BrDR 7.0
to the end-user community, and provide maintenance, support, and enhancement services for the last two legacy versions of BrDR
(6.8.3 and 6.8.4) as well as BrDR 7.0, once delivered.
Due to the confidential information disclosed in the RFP, a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) must be signed and emailed to Judy
Skeen Tarwater at jtarwater@aashto.org to obtain a copy of the RFP document. For a copy of the Non-Disclosure Agreement,
please click this link.
Please note, all proposals are due by November 25, 4:00 pm ET. If you have any questions, please contact Judy Skeen Tarwater
at jtarwater@aashto.org.

Opportunity Zones
EDA's Opportunity Zone Web Page
EDA now has an EDA Opportunity Zone Web page for economic development stakeholders and others to use as a resource to further
help foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in economically distressed areas across the United
States.

Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Planning 2019
Notice of Funding
Date Posted: 9/18/2019 Date Closed: 11/18/2019
Opportunity ID:
FTA-2019-010-TPE
Grant Program:
Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development Planning – Section 20005(b)
Opportunity Announcement TXT:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-09-18/html/2019-20192.htm
Opportunity Announcement PDF:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-09-18/pdf/2019-20192.pdf

Details:
09/18/2019. Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO): Notice of Funding Opportunity for the Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented
Development (TOD) Planning. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announces the availability of approximately $19.19 million
in Pilot Program for TOD Planning funding to support comprehensive planning associated with new fixed guideway and core capacity
improvement projects. FTA may award amounts ranging from $250,000 to $2,000,000. Synopses and full announcement are posted

on Grants.gov site as opportunity FTA-2019-010-TPE. Proposals must be submitted electronically through the Grants.gov website
by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on November 18, 2019.
Summary: The Pilot Program for TOD Planning provides funding to local communities to integrate land use and transportation planning
in new fixed guideway and core capacity transit project corridors. As required by statute, any comprehensive planning funded through
the pilot program must examine ways to improve economic development and ridership, foster multimodal connectivity and
accessibility, improve transit access for pedestrian and bicycle traffic, engage the private sector, identify infrastructure needs, and
enable mixed-use development near transit stations. The statute also requires that the planning work be associated with a new fixed
guideway or core capacity transit project as defined in Federal transit statute (49 USC 5309(a); also see the NOFO for the definitions).
Consistent with statutory direction, FTA is seeking comprehensive planning projects covering an entire transit capital project corridor,
rather than proposals that involve planning for individual station areas or only a small section of the corridor. To ensure that planning
work reflects the needs and aspirations of the local community and results in concrete, specific deliverables and outcomes, FTA is
requiring that transit project sponsors partner with entities with land use planning authority in the transit project corridor.

Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging
and Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds
to match Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section
5307), Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section
5311). This information has been publicized HERE

FTA Providing $19.2M In Comprehensive Planning Grants (deadline November 18th)
The Federal Transit Administration is making $19.2 million in grant funding available to support “comprehensive planning” for public
transit projects by encouraging ridership, improving transit access, or supporting economic and mixed-use development near public
transportation projects.
The agency issued a Notice of Funding Opportunity on September 18 for that grant money, noting that applicants must be an FTA
grantee; either a project sponsor of an eligible transit project or an entity with land use planning authority in the project corridor.
The deadline for grant applications is November 18.
“Convenient and safe access to public transportation for all is a priority for FTA,” said FTA Acting Administrator K. Jane Williams in a
statement – adding that these grants are being offered through the agency’s Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development or TOD
planning.
“This program is an excellent opportunity for communities to plan transit-oriented development that improves mobility for citizens
and captures the value associated with new transit projects,” she said.
Last year, FTA said it awarded $16.6 million in grants to 20 organizations for such comprehensive planning efforts, such as making
zoning changes to encourage development along a proposed bus rapid transit line in Indianapolis and conducting an analysis of multimodal access to stations along a proposed light rail line in Maryland.

To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov.

Just For Fun

(THIS IS SATIRE, AND JUST FOR FUN)

This week, SARPC staff represented the State of Alabama at the Transportation Performance Management (TPM) and Performance‐Based
Planning and Programming (PBPP) Implementation Southern (Atlanta) Workshop at Georgia Tech in Atlanta. It was a very informative
workshop. As a side note to the workshop, it became clearly evident that the LIME Bikes decision to pull out of Mobile, was a blessing. Staff
loved the ability to ride a LIME bike to lunch, meetings, etc. However, LIME Bikes wanted to include electronic scooters to the Mobile market,
and in Alabama insurance is needed; so LIME bailed.
For those that have not been to Atlanta recently, the city has been invaded by electronic scooters by various companies that riddle the
sidewalks... everywhere. Not to mention the riders do not obey traffic laws, they ride on sidewalks, they ride in the street, no helmets, etc. It
is the most dangerous thing transportation-wise, I think I have ever seen.
JUST FOR FUN, I wonder who the lobbyists are for these scooter companies? They are good, really good, because this is clearly a horrible
idea. With the amount of electric scooter injuries and DEATHS, there is a huge emerging practice area for personal injury attorneys.

In the News
Ivey touts GOMESA projects on first trip to coastal Alabama since declaring I-10 project ‘dead’
Posted Nov 06, 7:25 PM
By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey, in her first public trip to coastal Alabama since August, said on Wednesday that the “dead” Interstate 10
Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project remains in “in the hands” of local leaders.
“That whole topic is in the hands of your (Metropolitan Planning Organizations) in Mobi le and Baldwin counties,” said Ivey, who
was in Spanish Fort to announce the list of $28 million in coastal projects from oil and gas leases through the Gulf of Mexico
Security Act (GOMESA).
“Until they allow that project even to be considered in that project list, we cannot ask for project funds,” Ivey said, referring to
the Aug. 28 decision by the Eastern Shore MPO to remove their portion of the $2.1 billion project from their short-term
transportation improvement plan or TIP. By removing the project from the TIP, state officials have said they cannot obtain crucial
federal funding to finance it.
“Until the local folks find a way for it to be included, it’s dead,” Ivey said.
Ivey’s comments came as many of those same coastal lawmakers who supported removing the I-10 project from the TIP – largely
out of opposition to a financing plan that included tolling motorists – were in attendance at the same news conference she was
at on the outdoor balcony at Five Rivers Delta Resource Center.
It was Ivey’s first time visiting either Mobile or Baldwin counties since Aug. 7, when she spoke during a Mobile Area Chamber of
Commerce breakfast.
Asked if she had any comments for the local officials regarding I-10, Ivey said, “They know the issues and they are the ones who
stopped it.”
‘Opportunity to be optimistic’
State Sen. Chris Elliott, R-Daphne, who opposed the toll plan that was backed by Ivey and the Alabama Department of
Transportation, said he felt Ivey’s statement actually “opens the door a little bit” for discussions over alternatives to the state’s
toll plan.
Coastal lawmakers had been weighing alternative financing proposals and projects since outcry first surfaced in May on social
media and elsewhere over the state’s plan to assess a $6 one-way toll for motorists who would have driven along the future I-10
from Virginia Street in Mobile to U.S. 98 in Baldwin County.

“I think if you parse it, there are some opportunity to be optimistic that the governor was looking for input and some plans, ” said
Elliott, who claimed he was removed in early September from the influential Alabama Transportation Rehabilitation and
Improvement Program-II (ATRIP) committee because of his opposition to the toll plan. “That’s kind of the first we’ve heard it
publicly, and I think it opens the door a little bit to maybe look at alternative plans being proposed when this project was declared
dead.”
He added, “We know it’s needed and it’s still critical. We just need to find a way to get it done without tolling the tunnels an d
tearing down the existing Bayway … and to do it without tolls.”
Mobile County Commissioner Jerry Carl, who is running for Congress next year, said he believes that state and local officials can
craft a financing to pay for the project that includes borrowing.
“We can put our heads together and come up with a good plan,” said Carl. “It will take cooler heads to prevail. We need to si t
down and work together.”
One alternative financing proposal included utilizing the state’s portion of GOMESA funds on the I -10 project. Among those
backing that plan was U.S. Rep. Bradley Byrne, R-Fairhope.
But ALDOT Director John Cooper, in July, said that GOMESA funding wasn’t realistic for a project as massive as the I -10 project,
and noted that it wasn’t a conventional source for funding transportation projects because its long-term availability is unreliable.
Road projects are not part of GOMESA funding. In Louisiana, which received $95 million earlier this year in offshore revenue –
the largest amount among the Gulf states eligible for GOMESA funding – projects are aimed at restoring the state’s coastline.
“These monies are federally designated and can only be used for water and land and coastal development projects,” said Ivey.
“They are not intended for economic development, but ensure that coastal Alabama remains a beautiful place.”
Boat ramps, Bird trails
Ivey, while in Spanish Fort, announced the 16 projects that were being fund through the first round of $28 million in GOMESA
funding. The projects including, among other things, four boating access projects, a bird trail in Mount Vernon, recreational
enhancements at Gulf State Park near Gulf Shores, land acquisition and restoration along the Spanish Fort Causeway.
The most expensive project is $7.5 million that went toward acquiring land that will be utilized for a boat launch along the
Intracoastal Waterway in Orange Beach.
The project had been on hold a few months ago while a review of groundwater quality was underway by the Alabama Department
of Environmental Management (ADEM). According to Chris Blankenship, the commissioner of the Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, two “small places” within the project’s footprint were a focus of the concern.
But environmental regulators have since signed off on the project, and public officials now have to find the money that is required
to pay for an approximately $2 million to $3 million construction. The 47-acre property that is just slightly west of the Baldwin
Beach Express toll bridge, is slated to house 14 boat launches and is expected to be a draw for tourists to Alabama’s beach
communities.
“It will be a project that will help a lot of people in Southwest Alabama and for the whole state to be able to get on the water
and enjoy boating,” said Baldwin County Commissioner Charles “Skip” Gruber.
Baldwin County Engineer Joe Nunnally said there isn’t a timeline on when the project is completed. He sai d that the county is
searching for funding opportunities for the project’s construction.
Nunnally said the project will be located away from some of the more congested areas of Gulf Shores and Orange Beach.
“It will keep people who are jammed up on the island and who are trying to get there to launch a boat off of the island and it will
relieve a bit of the traffic congestion on the island,” he said. “I think it will be a good thing.”
Alabama is one of four states that gets 37.5% that is specified within GOMESA, signed into law in 2006.
Ivey, as governor, has the sole authority to approve GOMESA projects, and the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources administers the funds.
There are ongoing efforts in Washington, D.C., to lobby for more GOMESA funds to be returned back to the eligible states of
Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, and Mississippi. A contingent from Alabama joined officials in the other states to lobby last month in
support of legislation that would allow for a greater percentage of offshore energy leases to be returned to the coastal stat es.
In Montgomery, Elliott said he’s sponsoring legislation that would protect GOMESA funds from being utilized anywhere else in
Alabama other than Mobile and Baldwin counties.
He said he doesn’t want to see the money diverted outside of the coastal area, su ch as what occurred with the BP oil spill
settlement funds in 2016.
“All of the announced projects for today are in Mobile and Baldwin counties and that’s great,” said Elliott. “But it wasn’t t oo long
ago when we assumed the BP (oil spill settlement) money would be coming to Mobile and Baldwin counties as well. This is one
of those ‘fool me once’ type of things. I want to get ahead of this and ensure, from a legal standpoint, that the GOMESA mone y
is protected so we don’t have a reoccurrence of what happened in the BP settlement.”

$14.4 million DOT grant awarded to Gulf Shores highway project
Posted by Lagniappe | Nov 7, 2019
SUBMITTED — U.S. Senator Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) today announced that the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) will award
the City of Gulf Shores, Alabama, a federal highway infrastructure improvement grant in the amount of $14,404,831 for a project to
increase the capacity of State Highway 59 in Baldwin County. The grant is made available as part of the DOT Better Utilizing
Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant Program, which focuses on economic development and infrastructure upgrades.
“This is excellent news for the City of Gulf Shores and our Gulf Coast region,” said Senator Shelby. “The $14.4 million BUILD grant
from DOT will enhance the safety and efficiency along Highway 59, as well as alleviating excessive traffic. I look forward to working
with my colleagues and Transportation Secretary Chao as we continue to prioritize the infrastructure needs of Alabama and the
nation.”
The BUILD grant for Gulf Shores, Alabama, will fund a project to:
• Construct approximately two miles of a third southbound lane on State Highway 59 between County Road 8 and Alabama State
Highway 180.
• Construct a new pedestrian bridge over the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway.
• Construct shared-use paths along State Highway 59 from 20th Avenue to County Road 4.
• Expand County Road 6 from a two-lane roadway to a divided four-lane boulevard with dedicated cycling lanes and a shared-use
pedestrian path access; and
• Add new two-lane roads, cycling lanes, and sidewalks.
“We recognize that multimodal transportation infrastructure improvements are critical to the long term sustainability of our
community. This project will provide safe bicycle and pedestrian routes, ease traffic congestion, improve emergency response and
expedite the evacuation process for our residents and the millions of visitors we host annually.” stated Gulf Shores Mayor Robert
Craft. “I would like to thank Senator Richard Shelby and our Congressional Delegation for their assistance with this grant process.
This project would not be possible without their unwavering support.”

U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao Leads Inaugural Meeting of New Rural
Transportation Infrastructure Council
The new ROUTES Council will identify and expand opportunities to achieve our nation’s transportation goals by improving rural
infrastructure
WASHINGTON – U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao this week led the inaugural meeting of the ROUTES Council, which will
improve the use of the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) discretionary grant funds in support of rural America’s transportation
system. The initiative, known as the Rural Opportunities to Use Transportation for Economic Success (ROUTES) Initiative, will analyze
the Department’s discretionary funding and financing opportunities to ensure rural communities’ transportation infrastructure helps
the national transportation network meet desired outcomes for safety and economic competitiveness.
“Rural infrastructure has historically been neglected and the ROUTES Initiative will address this to boost safety, commerce and quality
of life for all who rely on these transportation networks,” said U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao.
Rural communities and their transportation networks have been instrumental in building and supplying urban areas throughout our
nation’s history, carrying people from city to city and carrying freight from bedrock American industries such as agriculture, mining,
forestry, and manufacturing. Yet rural transportation infrastructure has significant challenges.
While one-fifth of Americans live in rural areas, 70% of America’s road miles are in rural areas, carrying nearly 50% of the nation’s
truck traffic. In addition, 44% of automobile travel on rural roads is done by metropolitan area citizens, and rural America’s traffic
fatalities are disproportionately high, totaling 46% of fatalities in 2018. Further, of the nation’s bridges that are posted for weight
limits, 90% are in rural areas.
Secretary Chao announced the ROUTES Initiative at the annual meeting of the American Association of State Highway Transportation
Officials (AASHTO) in St. Louis, Missouri, last month. The initiative will be led by the ROUTES Council, a new internal deliberative
body at the Department, which will identify critical rural transportation concerns and coordinate efforts among DOT’s different modal

administrations. The Council will initially review public comments, meet with rural stakeholders, and publish user-friendly
information, including a rural resources handbook.
The new ROUTES Initiative will address these national transportation challenges by assisting rural stakeholders in understanding how
to access DOT grants and financing products, and developing data-driven approaches to better assess needs and benefits of rural
transportation projects. This builds on the model pioneered by the Department’s Transportation Infrastructure Finance and
Innovation Act (TIFIA) loan program’s Rural Project Initiative, which offers lower project-cost thresholds for loan eligibility, subsidized
interest rates, and the coverage of fees to encourage use of the credit program for infrastructure projects in rural areas. The
Department will engage rural transportation stakeholders at events over the coming year to educate project sponsors about the
funding and finance opportunities at DOT, as well as to receive their feedback.
To learn more about the ROUTES Initiative, visitwww.transportation.gov/rural.

Voters Approve Record 89% of Transportation Investment Ballot Measures
Posted on: November 6, 2019
Voters in 19 states Nov. 5 sent a decisive message of support for transportation investment, approving 89 percent of 305 state and
local transportation ballot measures.
In total, the 270 approved initiatives are expected to generate over $9.6 billion in one-time and recurring revenue, according to the
analysis conducted by the American Road & Transportation Builders Association’s Transportation Investment Advocacy Center™
(ARTBA-TIAC). Two measures in Texas are still pending.
A complete report and an all-new interactive dashboard that filters results by state, mode, year and type of initiative are
available at the Center’s flagship website: www.transportationinvestment.org.
The preliminary results reaffirm a decade-long trend of strong voter support for investments to maintain and improve their state or
local transportation networks. Voters have approved 81 percent of nearly 2,000 transportation investment ballot measures tracked
by ARTBA-TIAC since 2010, including this year’s results.
“The ballot results are a great reminder infrastructure investment remains one of the few areas where red states, blue states,
Republicans and Democrats can all come together,” ARTBA President Dave Bauer said. “It should also demonstrate to lawmakers on
Capitol Hill that the public will be on board for the passage of a long-term bill that significantly boosts highway and transit investment
at the federal level.”
Voters in Maine approved 76 percent to 24 percent a $105 million bond measure to support transportation infrastructure projects.
This was the state’s seventh successful transportation bond in eight years.
While transportation investment fared well nationwide, Washington state voters approved 56 percent to 44 percent a measure that
will reduce or repeal certain motor vehicle taxes and fees and remove the authority to impose certain new fees without voter
approval. This decision will cost the state nearly $4.3 billion in state and local transportation revenue over the next six years.
A measure in Colorado that would have permitted the state to retain excess tax collections in order to fund education and
transportation failed with a vote of 45 percent to 55 percent.
The 305 measures tracked by ARTBA-TIAC is the largest number ever for an odd-numbered election year. Although historically most
transportation measures are put on the ballot in even-numbered years when congressional or presidential elections drive higher
turnout, an increasing number of measures are being considered by voters during odd-numbered years and primary elections.
There were 57 measures in 12 states that would raise over $20 million each, compared to 21 measures in 2017. Of that total, 89
percent were approved. Of 25 measures that would raise over $100 million, voters approved 92 percent. This included a bond
measure in Harris County, Texas to support transit expansions in Houston under the “Moving Forward Plan.”
Of the local ballot measures, most (302 of 305) were property tax increases, primarily in Ohio (154) and Michigan (15), where many
municipalities consistently ask voters to renew such assessments to pay for local roads and infrastructure repairs.
Additionally, local bond measures in Texas appeared on 25 ballots and received 96 percent approval, which will generate nearly $6
billion. Most of these measures established municipal utility districts.

The approved measures will support $7.7 billion in new transportation investment revenue and $1.9 billion in continued funding
through tax extensions, renewals or protections. The timing of the market impact of these actions is difficult to project as revenue
approved will last up to 25 years.
“Public support for increasing infrastructure investment will help local governments and the transportation construction community
improve safety, mobility and overall quality of life for residents as projects get underway,” said Carolyn Kramer, ARTBA-TIAC director.
Read the report.

Federal agency recommends all 50 states pass laws requiring bicyclists wear helmets
BY OWEN DAUGHERTY - 11/05/19
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) on Tuesday recommended that all 50 states implement laws that require bicyclists
to wear helmets when riding.
The recommendation was one of several made by the federal agency following a hearing on bicycle safety, according to The
Associated Press.
The hearing detailed a rise in bicyclists' deaths from crashes with motor vehicles last year, with 857 deaths representing a 6.3 percent
increase from 2017.
“If we do not mitigate head injury for more bicyclists, additional bicyclists will die,” NTSB Chairman Robert Sumwalt said in
a statement.
The NTSB pointed to research that found fewer than half of bicyclists wear helmets.
The agency noted that an improvement in road designs that separate cyclists from traffic, along with making riders more visible
through lighting and clothing, would reduce the number of cyclist deaths.
There are currently no states that require all bicyclists to wear helmets, the AP reports. Nineteen states, however, require
motorcyclists to wear helmets.

Gov. Ivey awards $2.58 million to enhance outdoor recreation in Alabama
MONTGOMERY— Alabama’s great outdoors is about to get even better thanks to grants totaling $2.58 million awarded by Gov. Kay
Ivey. The funds will improve parks and recreational areas in seven Alabama cities and one state park.
Funds from the federal Recreational Trails Program will build new trails and improve existing ones and, in another case, will improve
water access for boaters and recreational fishers.
“Our trails and parks are wonderful invitations for folks to get outdoors and enjoy the beauty and splendor of Alabama,” Gov. Ivey
said. “I am delighted to award these grants, and I encourage everyone to take advantage of what our state has to offer in terms of
recreation, nature and wonderful scenery.”
Gov. Ivey awarded the grants from funds made available to the state from the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails
Program. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs administers the program in Alabama.
“Trails promote recreation, family outings and help us learn about nature and the environment,” ADECA Director Kenneth Boswell
said. “ADECA is pleased to join Gov. Ivey and these recipients in making their communities better places to live.”
Below is a description of the grants awarded by Gov. Ivey:
City of Tuscaloosa - $400,000 to expand the trail at the Tuscaloosa Amphitheater along the Black Warrior River toward the west end
of Tuscaloosa.
Lakepoint State Park Resort (Eufaula) - $487,856 to construct a trail system for all-terrain and four-wheel vehicles, including an area
for beginner riders.
City of Camden - $531,080 to construct new boat ramps, a dock and tie-down area at Bridgeport Park on Miller’s Ferry. The project
includes demolition and removal of the existing ramps.
City of Dothan - $100,000 to improve the city’s Forever Wild Trail. The project will involve adding four miles of new trail and
rehabilitate existing trail and trailhead at the facility off Flowers Chapel Road.

City of Slocomb - $48,096 to resurface the asphalt walking trail at Centennial Park and replace 12 lighting fixtures around the park’s
perimeter with LED lighting.
City of Brewton - $419,318 to replace a 19-year-old wooden pedestrian bridge that connects several parks. The city will use more
durable aluminum for the bridge decking and rails.
City of Foley - $198,915 to expand the Memorial Tree Trail in Graham Creek Nature Preserve by constructing 1,250 feet of boardwalk.
City of Gulf Shores - $400,000 to widen and improve 17,700 feet of trail along Alabama Highway 180 (Fort Morgan Road) from
Callaway Road to Peninsula Boulevard.
ADECA manages a wide range of grants and programs that support law enforcement, economic development, workforce
development, recreation, energy conservation and water resource management.

Cracking down on speeders on Hwy. 112
by: Debbie Williams
Posted: Nov 7, 2019
BALDWIN COUNTY, Ala. (WKRG) — It seems to be a common complaint for residents in the Gateswood community that live along
Highway 112 in Baldwin County, especially those near those deadly crashes early Wednesday morning near the Perdido River Bridge.
Big rigs driving too fast. The Baldwin County Sheriff’s Office says they are doing something about it.
Highway 112 in Baldwin County bears the scars of the most recent crashes involving 18-wheelers. “That is not the first fatality out
here and it won’t be the last as long as these semi-trucks run like they do through here.”
David Corley says the crashes that took two lives Wednesday was bound to happen. Big rigs, he says, are going way too fast on this
two-lane road. “It’s terrible we can’t even pull out of a driveway without getting run over almost.”
News 5 brought those concerns to Baldwin County Sheriff Hoss Mack. “We have worked that several times this year and in fact, we
already had one scheduled that we worked this week.”
Since January 1, he says, his deputies have made 230 traffic stops. “Initially we are looking for speeders, large rigs, large vehicles that
are speeding because that is your most obvious. We also look for safety equipment violations.”
Prior to Wednesday’s fatal wrecks, 155 traffic tickets had been issued. Corley says more needs to be done. “They need to be
seen…there is one right there but that’s the first time in months that we’ve seen a deputy out here.”

Transportation Research
Issues and Options for a Tax on Vehicle Miles Traveled by Commercial Trucks

CBO examines choices lawmakers would face in establishing a federal tax on the miles traveled by commercial trucks—including
choices about the tax base, rate structure, and implementation methods—and illustrates how such a tax might affect the federal
budget.
View Document
1.45 MB
Summary
•
•
•

What Choices Would the Congress Face in Establishing a VMT Tax on Trucks?
How Might a Truck VMT Tax Affect the Federal Budget?
Would the Distributional Effects of a Truck VMT Tax Differ From Those of the Diesel Tax?

Historically, most of the funding for U.S. highway programs has come from the Highway Trust Fund (HTF), which is credited with
revenues from federal taxes on highway users, including fuel taxes. In almost every year since 2001, spending from the HTF has
exceeded those revenues—in 2017, for example, the fund had about $41 billion in revenues and $54 billion in outlays. To help
cover those shortfalls, the fund has received $144 billion in transfers, primarily from the Treasury’s general fund. CBO projects that
under current law, the HTF will be exhausted by 2022. Sustaining it will require continued transfers from the general fund, reduced
spending on highways and transit programs, increases in existing taxes on highway users, new taxes credited to the fund, or some
combination of those approaches.
In this report, CBO focuses on one example of a potential new tax: a federal tax on vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by trucks.
Kentucky, New Mexico, New York, and Oregon already levy such taxes at the state level. A federal VMT tax on trucks could provide
additional revenues to the HTF; it could also substitute for existing taxes on trucks that are credited to the HTF. However,
implementing a VMT tax would impose greater costs on the federal government and trucking companies than increasing existing
taxes.

How Can the 2020 Census Improve Alabama’s Rural Health Care?
November 5th, 2019
National Rural Health Day 2019
November 21, 2019 is National Rural Health Day. There are many health care challenges that disproportionately affect rural areas
in Alabama, including the loss of rural hospitals and a need for funding to provide health insurance to the uninsured. These issues
can be helped by federal funding that is allocated to states based upon responses to the decennial census.
According to the Alabama Hospital Association, seven rural hospitals have closed throughout the state in the last eight years due to
the financial challenges faced by rural healthcare providers. Of the rural hospitals that are still in operation, 88 percent are in the
red and face the ongoing challenge of providing uncompensated care to thousands of uninsured Alabamians.

Alabama’s rural counties have a higher percentage of people who are without insurance and whose income is below the poverty
level. In Alabama’s rural counties, 12.1 percent of all people are uninsured and 23.4 are in poverty. Statewide, 10.7 percent of all
people are uninsured and 18 percent are in poverty. A full and accurate count of Alabama’s population and its characteristics is
essential when allocations are made to states for programs designed to provide health insurance to those who otherwise would be
uninsured or unable to afford nutritious food due to poverty. For instance, in fiscal year 2016, Alabama programs received the
following funding based on data gathered in the 2010 Census:
Medicaid: $3.96 billion
Medicare Part B: $1.13 billion
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP): $457 million
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP): $1.2 billion
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC): $110 million

Completing and returning your 2020 census form is a simple civic duty that will ensure Alabama receives its fair share of funding. In
mid-March 2020, the U.S. Census Bureau will mail a packet to every Alabama home. The census can be completed online, over the
phone, or by paper form. Remember—Alabama Counts!

More data on healthcare coverage and poverty in Alabama are available at: https://www.census.gov/data.html
Data (press release) provided by: Dr. Shannon Murphy, a Socioeconomic Analyst who works for the Center for Business and
Economic Research (CBER) within the Culverhouse College of Business. Dr. Murphy may be reached by phone at (205) 348-9698 or
by email at shannon.murphy@cba.ua.edu.
The Center for Business and Economic Research in the Culverhouse College of Business at The University of Alabama was created in
1930, and since that time has engaged in research programs to promote economic development in the state and provide economic
and demographic forecasting, data, and analysis. CBER is a member of the U.S. Census Bureau Federal-State Cooperative for
Population Estimates (FSCPE) and Federal-State Cooperative for Population Projections (FSCPP) programs, and houses the Alabama
State Data Center (ASDC).

UAH to offer free training in highway construction
For The News Courier Nov 7, 2019
The University of Alabama in Huntsville Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering will offer free highway construction
training, according to a press release.
The program, which is being offered through a statewide partnership with the Alabama Department of Transportation, will allow
participants to earn their National Center for Construction Education and Research (NCCER) Heavy Highway Construction, Level 1,
credential.
Classes begin Monday.
“The NCCER is the leader in construction training, education and workforce development focused on developing skills and knowledge
needed in the construction industry,” the release said. “Federal and state investment in road construction projects in expected to
continue trending upward, translating to a high demand for qualified workers.”
Today’s highway construction industry requires employees with knowledge in construction safety, rigging and cranes and the ability
to work in elements.
This program is targeted to minorities, women, veterans and disadvantaged individuals looking to launch a career in the highway
construction industry. Participants have the opportunity to test for their Level 1 credential and advance into ALDOT’s full time Onthe-Job Training Program.
Visit alhighwayojt.uah.edu for more information or call 256-824-6466 or 256-824-6263.

2020 Alabama Recreational Trails Conference
SAVE THE DATE
February 5-7, 2020
Gulf State Park and Lodge
21196 E Beach Blvd., Gulf Shores, AL 36542
A fun and informative event with mobile workshops and speakers from across Alabama and the United States presenting sessions on the latest
trends and ideas in creating recreational trails that are inclusive, accessible, and connected to enhance quality of life and economic
development in our state!
Registration announcement coming soon!

Right of Way Acquisition and the Uniform Act
This comprehensive workshop begins with an introduction to the Federal-aid right of way process and the fundamentals of complying
with the Uniform Act, Federal Highway regulations, and any State laws, regulations or requirements. Participants will walk away with
a strong understanding of the Uniform Act.
This workshop should be of interest to local government employees and consultants who work in the transportation decision making
process and who acquire or manage real estate for federally funded transportation projects. This includes local government officials
interested in participating in federally funded projects with real property acquisitions, local government management, and staff
involved in the Federal-aid real property acquisition process and newcomers to the right of way profession.
Participants completing this seminar will receive 0.60 Continuing Education Units (CEUs). The cost for this seminar is $125.00 per
person.
Payment may be made online, by phone (800-446-0382), or fax (334-844-5715) if paying with Visa, MasterCard, American Express,
Discover, or government agency purchase order. Registrants are reminded that registration is not complete until payment is made.

Brochure for Right of Way Acquisition and the Uniform Act

Printable registration form here.

ALDOT Sponsored HSIP Spreadsheet Training, November 12th and 13th, Computer Lab 1,
Montgomery
All – The ALDOT Traffic and Safety Operations Section, Design Bureau, administers the State Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP). This program is open to both Counties and Municipalities to apply for roadway safety funding. As part of the application
process, a spreadsheet is required to be submitted with the application which contains both the location safety countermeasure(s)
chosen, and a benefit/ cost ratio based on the costs of the chosen countermeasures. The Traffic and Safety Operations Section is
offering free training on the use of the spreadsheet on November 12 th and 13th in Montgomery. The class will be three hours long;
two identical classes will be taught each day, one in the morning and one in the afternoon. The class schedule for the 12 th and 13th
will be 8:00 am to 11:00 am, and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Attached for your review is the class agenda.
The class will involve hands – on training with the software. Attendees will not be required to bring any computer equipment to the
class.
Since there are a limited number of spots available, each organization will only be allowed to send one staff member to the training.
If you or a member of your staff would like to attend the training, please notify Mr. Manson by November 1 st.
See Below. Notify Mr. Manson at contact info below if interested.

Brad Lindsey, P.E.
Deputy State Local Transportation Engineer
Alabama Department of Transportation
(334) 242-6728, phone
lindseyb@dot.state.al.us

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were
collected from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms
and acronyms related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and
databases which exist within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·

Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.

·

None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for
pedestrian.

·
The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that
word, phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

