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see Funding Opportunities. A Mobile MPO meeting is scheduled for March 25, 2020; TCC/CAC on March 4th, please see Mobile MPO
Updates. What is happening in the Alabama Legislature concerning tolls and other transportation related bills; see Legislative
Updates. What is the difference in Alternate Bridge plans and an Expressway, Buc-ee’s Blvd, and a Baldwin County award; see In The
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Mobile MPO Policy Committee Meeting March 25th
TCC/CAC Meeting March 4th, 2020
There will be a Technical Coordinating/Citizens Advisory Committee TCC/CAC meeting on March 4th, followed by a Mobile MPO meeting on March
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25th. Both meetings are at 10:00 AM in the GMO Building.
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The 25 Year Long Range Transportation Plan (Envision 2045) is on the agenda for adoption. There was a public meeting concerning the LRTP Envision
2045, on January 29th with very limited comments. The draft plan, and all of the comments from the early public involvement can be found at
www.Envision2045.org. If you would like a hard copy of the plan to review, please let me know. At this point, the I-10 Mobile River Bridge is not in the
fiscally constrained LRTP, yet is a Visionary Project.
Also on the agenda is a transit Program of Projects for the FTA 5310 funding, a TIP amendment to include Preliminary Engineering for Additional Lanes
on SR-158 From MP 7.75 to Spartan Drive for $47,418.
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Envision2045
Invest in your transportation Future
Mobile, AL Metropolitan Area Long Range Transportation Plan

https://www.envision2045.org/public-involvement.html

The Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is currently updating its Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) for the Mobile
Urban Area. LRTPs are multimodal plans that set priorities for spending federal funds on transportation projects in the Mobile Urban
Area over the next 25 years. Envision2045 is multi-modal in scope, and projects include improvements to highways, roads, bridges, transit
facilities and service, bicycle and pedestrian routes, and related enhancements. Regional growth, economic development, and
accessibility within the study area along with environmental concerns necessitate that the long-range plan addresses not only improved
vehicular travel but also improvements to alternative modes. Preservation of the existing transportation system coupled with
enhancement of all modal choices will contribute to the improvement of the overall quality of life in the region.
SARPC conducted an online survey in 2019 to give the public a chance on to comment on what is most important in terms of transportation in the
Mobile Urbanized Area, to help guide the 25 Year LRTP. Click HERE for Full Results.

A public input meeting on the draft Envision 2045 LRTP was held Wednesday, January 29th from 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm, providing the public
a chance to provide input.
Participation and input is encouraged from the community. If you would like a chance to comment, you may send your comments to
transportation@sarpc.org.
More information on the new plan can be found at https://www.envision2045.org/ or by contacting Kevin Harrison, Director of
Transportation, SARPC, at (251)433-6541 or kharrison@sarpc.org.

The MOBILE AREA TRANSIT SYSTEM FEASIBILITY STUDY is underway

Over the years, the viability of transit in the underserved segments of Mobile County has been an important task to consider. The ability
to connect those populations with daily needs and employment could be an important step in improving the quality of life for residents.
Recent advancements in technology have given rise to new transit opportunities, and the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization /
South Alabama Regional Planning Commission are currently engaged in studying the feasibility of a demand response transit model for our
County. The demand response transit model uses a technology system to connect those in need of a ride with the provider based on the
most efficient route and timing of other riders as well.
An important step in determining the feasibility of such a system includes talking with important
stakeholders in the county. To future these efforts, a stakeholder roundtable meeting was held
earlier this week. It is our hope that participating in this roundtable will help our consulting group
gather information on the populations in need of improved transit access in Mobile County.
This week, SARPC staff and Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood met with the LeMoyne Citizen Advisory
Panel (LCAP) and presented the study. It was somewhat well received, with mixed emotions
about commuting for shift employees. The further we dig into discovering possibilities of transit
outside the WAVE, the more challenges we seem to be finding.

FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2020-2023) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile
study area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area
Destination 2040. The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study
area. LRTP projects that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT),
where they are programmed into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based
on priorities established by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable
program. For other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding
categories. Most often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for
transportation improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out
HERE.

Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project:
http://mobileriverbridge.com/

About the project:
The Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project would reduce congestion on I-10 in South Alabama through the addition of additional
capacity: a new six-lane bridge over the Mobile River, full replacement of the existing Bayway with an eight-lane structure, and
redevelopment of seven interchanges. The project would run from Virginia Street in Mobile to the US 90/98 interchange in Baldwin
County. Information in the project is available at www.MobileRiverBridge.com. On August 28, 2019 the Alabama Department of
Transportation ceased project development efforts on the proposed Mobile River Bridge & Bayway.
Mobile MPO Perspective
Although the I-10 Mobile River Bridge is commonly mentioned in the above LRTP comments, currently the I-10 Mobile River Bridge is in
the LRTP as a Visionary Project. This means it is NOT in the fiscally constrained LRTP, it is on a wish list of sorts as there is not available
funding identified. The Bridge is also not in the current Transportation Improvement Program (TIP); it has to be in the LRTP in order to be
on the TIP.
When the State of Alabama, the Gulf Coast citizens, and the local elected officials agree on how the project can be funded, ALDOT will have
a better idea on what type of project can be afforded. Once this happens, and I am confident it will, the Mobile MPO can amend the
Envision 2045 LRTP, and the TIP to include the I-10 Mobile River Bridge.

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
The target start date, plan status, or project engineers estimated amount has changed for the following:
Project : 100040610 Federal aid number : ACAA59064F-STPMBF 7503 (600) County : MOBILE
Project Description : 5-LANE SCHILLINGER RD FROM HOWELLS FERRY RD TO SR-42 (US-98)

Urban Area : 067 MOBILE
Current Funding : $1,575,321.00 Requested Funding : $1,108,353.00
Reason for Request : To increase Utilities (L23E) funds.
Project : 100040608 Federal aid number : ACAA59064F-STPMBF 7503 (600) County : MOBILE
Project Description : 5-LANE SCHILLINGER RD FROM HOWELLS FERRY RD TO SR-42 (US-98)
Urban Area : 067 MOBILE
Current Funding : $1,804,549.00 Requested Funding : $1,642,274.00
Reason for Request : To decrease preliminary engineering (L23E) funds.
Project : 100040611 Federal aid number : ACAA59064F-STPMBF 7503 (600) County : MOBILE
Project Description : 5-LANE SCHILLINGER RD FROM HOWELLS FERRY RD TO SR-42 (US-98)
Urban Area : 067 MOBILE
Current Funding : $26,834,896.00 Requested Funding : $27,223,415.00
Reason for Request : To increase construction (M230) based on agreement.
Project : 100071432 Federal aid number : IM I010 County : MOBILE Scope : PE
Project Description : RESURFACE I-10 THROUGH WALLACE TUNNEL
Urban Area : 067 MOBILE
Target Start Date : 3/1/2020
Engineers Estimate : $75,000.00
Project : 100069170 ( CN )
Federal aid number : IM I065 (508)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : RESURFACING ON I-65 FROM I-10 TO MAIN STREET
Old Engineers Estimate : $6,426,658.00
New Engineers Estimate : $6,759,681.99

South Alabama RPO Updates
Coordinated Human Services Transportation Plan Update
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) is updating the Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan which
details which projects are eligible for Federal Transit Administration dollars for Elderly and Disabled (5310), Job Access and Reverse
Commute projects (5316) or those transit projects that go above and beyond the requirements of ADA (5317).
If you are interested in, utilize, or provide transit, or would like to apply for federal transit dollars for special needs transit services your
organization needs to be involved in this process.
SARPC staff will be holding public meetings to explain the plan, solicit input, and review the FTA 5310 application process in the coming
weeks.
If you would like to comment on the plan or have any questions please contact the Transportation Planning Department at SARPC at 251433-6541.

Projects in Region Let February 28th, 2020
MOBILE COUNTY

For constructing the Roadway Extension Overpass (Grading, Drainage, Pavement, and Bridge) and Jug Handle on SR-158 over a tributary of EB
Seabury Creek and Partial Lott Road to include the Minor Widening, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-158 from 0.020 mile west of the junction
of Schillinger Road to 0.400 mile east of the junction of Schillinger Road in Semmes. Length 1.093 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from
$17,147,508 to $20,958,065 .

BALDWIN COUNTY
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-3 (US-31) from the junction of Crosby Road in Bay Minette to the
Escambia County Line. Length 11.308 mi.
The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $1,982,091 to $2,422,555 .
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Installation, and Traffic Stripe on SR-15 (US-29) from the junction of Finlay Lane to
the Covington County Line. Length 18.720 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $2,962,024 to $3,620,251 .

What’s Under Construction? Project Status

Legislative Updates
Congress is in session.

I-10 toll war heads to Montgomery
Posted Feb 16, 2020

By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com

There’s a new front in the battle over the Interstate 10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project: the 2020 Legislature. And the maneuvers suggest a bleak future for any new plan to toll Alabama roads.

Three bills addressing the issue are already winning attention.

Two of them would amend Alabama’s Constitution to restrict how tolls could be assessed. Another would mandate a full economic
impact study by the Alabama Department of Transportation prior to any tolling being considered.
“Toll roads are a new controversial issue … a paramount issue in Mobile and Baldwin counties with I-10,” said Steve Flowers, an author
and longtime state political observer who once served as Republican member of the Alabama House. “But it’s also creeping up in other
areas of the state.”
Tolling controversy erupted in coastal Alabama last year when ALDOT called for a $6 one-way toll on drivers as a means of paying for
the $2.1 billion Bridge/Bayway project. Tolls also would have been applied to the existing George Wallace Tunnel on I-10 at Mobile.
As upset mounted, a Facebook page titled “Block the Mobile Bayway” amassed 54,000 followers.
Gov. Kay Ivey declared the project “dead” in August after the Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization – consisting of city
and county government leaders -- voted to remove it from its list of short-term transportation priorities.
An alternative project to the Bridge/Bayway has surfaced in recent weeks that would build an expressway across the northern edge of
Mobile Bay, as well as a new bridge. This project would supposedly cost about $1.2 billion, but the financing arrangements aren’t know,
nor has the Alabama Department of Transportation gotten on board with it.
“People are paying for these roadways and they shouldn’t be double-taxed on them,” said state Sen. Chris Elliott, R-Daphne, who is
sponsoring two toll-related bills.
‘No Tolls Amendment’
Here’s what is being proposed:
-SB151: Prior to building a new road financed through tolling, the Alabama Department of Transportation would have to undertake an
economic impact study. The study would look at how a toll project would affect existing commercial and industrial development,
employment, future development near the project area, state revenues, etc.
-SB152: This is a constitutional amendment that says voters would get to decide whether an existing public road in their county should
be assessed a toll to pay for construction or renovation.
-HB210: This is a so-called “No Tolls Amendment” sponsored by state Rep. Tommy Hanes, R-Bryant. Similar to SB152, it would require
any toll project to receive voter approval before it’s allowed to proceed. But this legislation goes further than SB152 in that it prohibits
any kind of tolling of a public road unless authorized by voters within the county or counties where the project is set to occur.
Like Flowers, Elliott and other supporters of tolling restrictions note that the issue isn’t just a coastal Alabama concern. They point to
a new toll bridge project over Lay Lake on the Coosa River system that would connect Shelby and Talladega counties.
That project, unlike the I-10 project, would be overseen by a for-profit entity. In Alabama, the only thoroughfares that are assessed a
toll are owned and operated by a private company, American Roads LLC. The state receives no revenue from them, nor does it manage
the roads.
“They are not a very common practice in Alabama,” said state Sen. Cam Ward, R-Alabaster, who opposes the “Coosa River Express”
toll, that would assess a $2 fee on bridge users.
He added, “I don’t think you’ll be seeing a flood of tolls, but I get the outrage that is out there.”
Legislation restricting tolls are surfacing at time when tolls are increasingly becoming a method toward financing expensive road
projects. Tolls exist in a majority of states, and are almost ubiquitous in neighboring Florida. Recent toll developments include the state
of Michigan, where lawmakers recently voted to study the feasibility of tolling state highways as a way to raise money to restore
deteriorating infrastructure.

Tolls not just ‘an Alabama problem’
The I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project isn't the only project in the U.S. faced with the prospects of tolling. With limited
federal funds due to the stagnate federal gas, tolling is increasingly becoming a road funding option.
‘Political whims’

Alabama Department of Transportation Director John Cooper speaks on Wednesday, December 19, 2018, inside his office in
Montgomery, Ala. (John Sharp/jsharp@al.com).
Meanwhile, the political side of last year’s toll uproar is playing out in bills that would affect the position of ALDOT director.
SB141 and HB19 – which are more or less identical -- would create a State Transportation Commission composed of five gubernatorial
appointees, one each from ALDOT’s five regions. Those commissioners would select ALDOT’s director. At present, the governor chooses
the ALDOT director.
Elliott and state Rep. Chris Pringle, R-Mobile, are the main sponsors of the two bills.
Elliott said the bills take politics “out of transportation discussions,” and provide more consistency with state transportation planning.
The commissioners would be appointed to staggered six-year terms.
An ALDOT spokesman declined to comment. Continue HERE

President’s FY 2021 Budget Proposes $1T Of Total Infrastructure Investment
editor@aashto.org February 14, 2020 0 COMMENTS

The 138-page proposed fiscal year 2021 budget issued by President Trump’s administration on February 10 proposes to reauthorize surface
transportation funding to the tune of $810 billion over the next decade, along with an additional one-time payment of $190 billion to
support a broad mixture of “infrastructure investments” across a range of industrial sectors.
That would add up to over $1 trillion in direct federal transportation and infrastructure funding between 2021 and 2030 represents a
“distinct departure” from the administration’s 2018 outline, which sought to leverage $200 billion of direct federal funding into $1 trillion
in overall investment with state/local and private contributions.
“With the expiration of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act in September, the time to take bold action to address these
and other challenges is now,” the U.S. Department of Transportation argued in a 68-page budget synopsis. “Building on the foundation
provided in the FAST Act, the administration’s funding proposal would largely grow by almost 4 percent annually through fiscal year [FY]
2030 … that will provide states and other entities with dependable and predictable funding for an entire decade.”
Near term, that translates into an $89 billion budget request for USDOT FY 2021 funding – a nearly 2 percent increase above FY 2020
appropriations, of which $64 billion would come via the Highway Trust Fund (HTF). The administration noted, however, that its request for
$21.6 billion in discretionary transportation budget authority for FY 2021 is a $3.2 billion or 13 percent decrease from what was enacted
for FY 2020.

An analysis of the budget proposal by American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials policy staff noted that such fiscal
proposals by the White House represent “the traditional first step” in budget negotiations with Congress towards final FY 2021
appropriations measures.
The proposed $810 billion, 10-year surface transportation package also represents a 12 percent increase over the Congressional Budget
Office baseline of current surface transportation funding, with an average annual investment of $60.2 billion for highways over that decadelong timeframe, with $15.5 billion yearly for transit, $2 billion for National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and Federal Motor Carriers
Safety Administration, $1.7 billion for rail, and $100 million for pipeline and hazmat safety.
The administration’s budget would also provide $1 billion to the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development or BUILD program,
$1 billion in discretionary resources to the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America or INFRA program, and $1.9 billion for the Capital
Investment Grant or CIG program for transit-related projects – with the USDOT noting in its synopsis that it plans to focus on
“strengthening” those two programs during 2020. Continue HERE

Legislation would support freight mobility network
BY MELINA DRUGA | FEBRUARY 19, 2020 | FEATURED

Legislation recently reintroduced in the U.S. House would support our national freight mobility network through investments in critical
freight infrastructure.© Shutterstock
The Freight Infrastructure Reinvestment Act (FIRA) of 2020 supports construction projects that make roads and bridges safer, improve
marine terminals facilities, and expand rail and highway tunnels to accommodate increased cargo.
To accomplish this goal, the bill expands the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act and creates a new National Freight Mobility
Infrastructure Fund. The fund is supported by a 1 percent fee on the shipment of freight cargo.
Grants would be awarded for infrastructure projects that improve the efficiency, capacity, and safety of our freight mobility system.
“Investments in our freight transportation system support our continued economic development by expanding our capacity to transport
goods, encouraging competition, and providing job opportunities across the country,” Rep. Adam Smith (D-WA), who reintroduced the bill,
said. “Freight infrastructure is critical to our future economic growth and stimulates the demand for goods and services that will ultimately
benefit millions of people.”
FIRA has the support of numerous organizations, including the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association, the Northwest Seaport Alliance,
and the Coalition for America’s Gateways and Trade Corridors.
Smith originally introduced the bill in September 2017.

Funding Opportunities
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao Announces Availability of $1 Billion to Upgrade
American Infrastructure (deadline May 18, 2020)
Wednesday, February 19, 2020
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) today published a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) to apply for $1
billion in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 discretionary grant funding through the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
Transportation Discretionary Grants program.
“BUILD grants will upgrade infrastructure across America, making our transportation systems safer and more efficient,” said U.S.
Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao.
As the Trump Administration looks to enhance America’s infrastructure, FY 2020 BUILD Transportation grants are for planning and capital
investments in surface transportation infrastructure and are to be awarded on a competitive basis for projects that will have a significant
local or regional impact. BUILD funding can support roads, bridges, transit, rail, ports or intermodal transportation.
Projects for BUILD will be evaluated based on merit criteria that include safety, economic competitiveness, quality of life, environmental
sustainability, state of good repair, innovation, and partnership.
To better address the needs of rural America, which has historically been neglected, DOT intends to award 50% of BUILD Transportation
grant funding to projects located in rural areas that deliver positive benefits for these communities, consistent with the Department’s

R.O.U.T.E.S. initiative. For this round of BUILD Transportation grants, the maximum grant award is $25 million, and no more than $100
million can be awarded to a single State, as specified in the appropriations act.
To provide technical assistance to prospective applicants, DOT is hosting a series of webinars during the FY 2020 BUILD grant application
process. A webinar on how to compete for BUILD Transportation Grants for all applicants will be held on February 25, 2020. Further details
will be made available at https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants. The deadline to submit an application is May 18, 2020.
For more information, please visit https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants.

Transportation Alternatives Program Grants
The Mobile MPO has announced the availability of the Fiscal Year 2021 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding. The maximum
amount that can be applied for per project with Mobile Urbanized TAP funds is $200,000 (federal). Applicants are welcome to submit more
than one project.
The TAP provides funding for programs and projects defined as transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian and
bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced mobility, community
improvement activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail program projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for
planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former Interstate System routes or other
divided highways.
This year applications will only be accepted electronically. Applicants should email their complete application to
transportation@sarpc.org.
Applications are due to the Transportation Planning Department of the South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) no later
than 12:00 p.m., Friday, May 15, 2020.
Electronic versions of the applications are available online at http://mobilempo.org/TAP.html
Project budgets should be itemized and completed by a Professional Engineer that is certified by the State of Alabama.
If you have any questions please call the SARPC Transportation Planning Department at (251) 433 6541.

The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) is soliciting applications for the
Transportation Alternatives Set-aside Program (TAP) for FY 2021.
The guidelines and the application can both be found on the ALDOT website, on the Local Transportation Bureau page under the
Operations Section.
https://www.dot.state.al.us/ltweb/operations/index.html

The deadline for submission of FY 2011 TAP applications including support documentation is Friday, May 15, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.

Infrastructure For Rebuilding America
U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao Announces Availability of More Than $900
Million for Infrastructure Investments Across America
February 25, 2020 deadline

WASHINGTON – U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Secretary Elaine L. Chao today announced the latest round of the
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) discretionary grant program, which is making available more than $900 million for
American infrastructure investments. The INFRA program is expected to award $906 million to significant projects that support the
Administration’s focus on infrastructure improvements as outlined in the NOFO.
“The Department will invest more than $900 million in major projects that will improve transportation infrastructure, economic
productivity, and quality of life across our nation,” said U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao.
INFRA advances a grant program established in the FAST Act of 2015 to help rebuild America’s aging infrastructure. INFRA utilizes
selection criteria that promote projects with national and regional economic vitality goals while leveraging non-federal funding to
increase the total investment by state, local, and private partners. The program also incentivizes project sponsors to pursue innovative
strategies, including public-private partnerships. INFRA promotes the incorporation of innovative technology, such as broadband
deployment and intelligent transportation systems, that will improve our transportation system. INFRA will also hold recipients
accountable for their performance in project delivery and operations.
The Department will make awards under the INFRA program to large and small projects. For a large project, the INFRA grant must be at
least $25 million. For a small project, the grant must be at least $5 million. For each fiscal year of INFRA funds, 10 percent of available
funds are reserved for small projects.
The Department will award at least 25 percent of INFRA grant funding to rural projects, which often play a vital role in supporting our
national economic vitality. Addressing the deteriorating conditions and elevated fatality rates on our rural transportation infrastructure
is a key objective of the Department. For rural communities in need of funding for highway and multimodal freight projects with national
or regional economic significance, INFRA is an opportunity to apply directly for financial assistance from the federal government.
INFRA grants may be used to fund a variety of components of an infrastructure project, however, the Department is specifically focused
on projects in which the local sponsor is significantly invested and is positioned to proceed rapidly to construction. Eligible INFRA project

costs may include: reconstruction, rehabilitation, acquisition of property (including land related to the project and improvements to the
land), environmental mitigation, construction contingencies, equipment acquisition, and operational improvements directly related to
system performance.
The NOFO application period will remain open through February 25, 2020. For more information, visit: www.transportation.gov/INFRA.

Federal Lands Access Program

Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division (EFLHD) will be conducting another Call for Projects for the Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP)
in Alabama for Federal Fiscal Years (FY) 2020 through FY 2022. All final project approvals will be contingent upon the availability of funds
in the year for which they are being requested. Funding beyond 2020 is dependent on reauthorization of the Access Program by
Congress.
The Call for Projects application period opens March 16, 2020 and runs through June 16, 2020.
An estimated total of $1.5M will be available for programming in your State.
EFLHD has found that a higher level of outreach at local levels has increased both the number and the quality of competitive applications
submitted and ultimately recommended for project programming and implementation. We ask that you provide the widest circulation
possible of this announcement to provide a robust pool of applications. Please feel free to use any of the materials included in with this
message to assist in your outreach efforts. The Federal Lands Access Program website is: https://flh.fhwa.dot.gov/programs/flap/
Federal Land Management Agencies: We appreciate your efforts in the provision of an expanded outreach to your units and gateway
communities regarding this program opportunity.
FHWA Federal Aid Division Office: We appreciate your efforts in the provision of an expanded outreach regarding this program opportunity
to the MPOs and RPOs in your state via email or on your website.
State DOTs: We appreciate your efforts in the provision of an expanded outreach regarding this program opportunity to your District staff
and Local Agency Program Coordinators (if applicable), Public Information Officers, via email and/or on your websites.
Local Agency Representatives: We appreciate your efforts in the provision of an expanded outreach regarding this program opportunity
to other County, MPO and Local agencies in your state via email and/or on your local websites.

America Walks Accepting Applications for the 2020 Walking College

Date: February 03, 2020
America Walks is now accepting applications through February 28th for its 2020 Walking College, a six-month remote learning fellowship that
culminates in a walking action plan for each participant’s community or region. Fellows learn about walkable design, engaging decision makers
and the public around walkability plans, and fostering local advocacy for accessible, livable communities. Twenty-five fellowships are awarded
each year. Applications for the 2020 program are due February 28. Learn more at americawalks.org and consider joining
the #WalkingCollege Twitter Chat on February 11 at 1:30pm Eastern/10:30am Pacific to find out more about the program!

AARP Offering Community Challenge Grants

Date: February 06, 2020
AARP’s Community Challenge provides small grants to fund “quick-action” projects to improve housing, transportation, public space, technology,
and civic engagement. Applications are due April 1, 2020. Eligible projects include physical improvements in a community, temporary
demonstration projects, and new programs or services. Local government agencies and non-profit organizations are welcome to apply. Grant
amounts vary by project. Learn more about the AARP 2020 Community Challenge at www.aarp.org.

FTA Offering New Grant Funding For Transit Bus, Ferry Projects
editor@aashto.org February 14, 2020

The Federal Transit Administration issued two notice of funding opportunities or NOFOs for fiscal year 2020 on February 7; one via its Grants for
Buses and Bus Facilities program and the other via its Passenger Ferry grant program.
The transit bus NOFO is offering some $454.6 million in competitive grant funding for transit bus projects that would replace, rehabilitate, lease,
or purchase buses and related equipment. Other eligible projects involve purchasing, rehabilitating, constructing or leasing bus-related facilities,
such as buildings for bus storage and maintenance, FTA said in a statement.
The agency said eligible recipients for that grant money include fixed route bus operators, states and local governmental entities that operate
fixed route bus service, plus Native American tribes – with applications accepted until 11:59 p.m. Eastern time on March 30.
The FTA also issued a $30 million passenger ferry NOFO that will award competitive grants to states and public entities to purchase, repair, or
modernize ferry boats, terminals, and related facilities and equipment – both to support existing ferry service as well as establish new passenger
ferry service, the agency said in a statement.
FTA noted that eligible projects considered for those grants must be “consistent” with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s R.O.U.T.E.
Initiative, launched last October, as well as the FTA’s Accelerating Innovative Mobility program, kicked off in January.
The agency added that applications for both of those grant programs will be accepted up until 11:59 p.m. Eastern time on March 30.
Lastly, FTA made $9.3 million worth of research grants available on February 13 to support the study of “innovative projects” aimed at improving
rail transit and bus operator safety.

That pool of grant funding includes $7.3 million for projects that demonstrate and evaluate new technologies, safer designs, and practices to
improve rail transit safety, with the remaining $2 million reserved for projects that redesign transit bus operator compartments to improve safety
for bus operators and the passengers they serve.

Opportunity Zones
EDA's Opportunity Zone Web Page
EDA now has an EDA Opportunity Zone Web page for economic development stakeholders and others to use as a resource to further
help foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in economically distressed areas across the United States.

FTA makes $130M in funding available for bus program
BY MELINA DRUGA | JANUARY 28, 2020 |
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Transit Administration (FTA) recently made available up to $130 million Low or No
Emission (Low-No) Bus Program competitive grant funds.
The program provides funding for the purchase or lease of low- or no-emission vehicles that use advanced technologies for transit revenue
operations. The program also includes related equipment and facilities.
Eligible applicants include state transportation departments, public transit agencies, and tribes. The FTA will award grants on a competitive
basis.
The FTA will evaluate projects on numerous criteria, including project implementation strategy, project benefits, demonstration of need,
and capacity for implementing the project. The criteria were defined by federal law.
The Notice of Funding Opportunity also included criteria in accordance with the R.O.U.T.E.S. and Accelerating Innovative Mobility initiatives
that apply to rural challenges and innovation.
“The U.S. Department of Transportation is committed to improving safety, rebuilding our transportation infrastructure, and preparing for
the future with new technologies,” FTA Acting Administrator K. Jane Williams said.
The Consolidated Appropriations Act 2020 appropriated $130 million in fiscal year 2020 for Low-No Program grants.
The program received applications from 157 projects during fiscal year 2019 requesting $500 million, and 38 were funded totaling $84.95
million.

Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging and
Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to match
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307), Enhanced
Mobility of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This information has
been publicized HERE

To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov.

Just For Fun

(THIS IS SATIRE, AND JUST FOR FUN)

Perles pour les rues !!

In Mobile, it is widely known that Krispy Kreme donuts will offer donuts for a certain amount of Mardi Gras beads
collected. For every 12 pounds of Mardi Gras beads donated, customers receive a free dozen donuts. The program is
called Beads For Donuts. There is a one particular Gulf Coast town that also wants to capitalize on the collection of
beads; we are not mentioning the name of this town, it is a mystic town.
Perles pour les rue is French for the program “Beads For Streets”. The polystyrene and polyethelene combined with
cheap aluminum create a strong asphalt substitute. Generally you cannot melt plastics together, because of
thermodynamics. However, under low temperature, inconsistently applied pressure, and some Mardi Gras magic,
pot holes are being filled along the Gulf Coast, so you can.... laissez les bon temps rouler! (Let the Good Times Roll)!

In the News
Exits: The difference in alternative bridge and expressway
planshttps://www.wkrg.com/video/exits-the-difference-in-alternative-bridge-and-expressway-plans/

Mobile, Ala. (WKRG) — Recently, the city councils of Spanish Fort, Daphne, and Fairhope endorsed an alternative plan for a new Mobile
River Bridge and Expressway to the Eastern Shore. That comes on the heels of the Eastern Short Metropolitan Planning Organization
endorsing the same plan.
But, there is another proposal from a high ranking member of the state senate that could be less costly and avoids tolls.
Since last year, State Senator Greg Albritton has said he has a pared-down proposal for a bridge and expressway. Albritton is the chairman
of the Senate General Fund Finance Committee. The difference in his plan and one now being proposed by Common Sense Campaign
President Dr. Lou Campomenosi, and businessman Kevin Spriggs—no exits.
“The plan that was adopted by the Eastern Shore has entrances and exits and I just disagree with the amount of money they propose that’s
going to cost,” said Albritton.
For their alternative plan, Campomenosi says Exit 35 for the Eastern Shore is preserved.

“Exit 35 is the key to what’s going on for the Eastern Shore and they need to have exit 35. Unfortunately, the alternative plan that’s out there
just bypasses exit 35,” he told News 5.
Both plans call for an expressway from Virginia Street in Mobile to the Eastern Shore. Existing infrastructure, the Bayway and Causeway,
would be left intact, with no tolls. Both plans would cost half as much as the Alabama Department of Transportation plan that died last year.
Albritton estimates his plan at $1.1 billion. Campomenosi says keeping exit 35 adds about $30 million to the cost.
“Whenever you start putting those exits in, that’s when the cost jacks up very much so,” said Albritton.
When she pronounced the $2.1 billion ALDOT toll plan dead last year, Governor Kay Ivey said she was open to hearing alternative plans
from local people that everyone could agree on. Campomenosi and Spriggs say that’s why they are hoping to build consensus around their
plan with local organizations, to get the ear of both the Governor and ALDOT.

Changes coming to Baldwin Beach Express/Buc-ee's exit to help alleviate
traffic
•
•

Ashlyn Irons
Updated Feb 18, 2020 | Posted on Feb 18, 2020

Baldwin County Commission, Alabama Department of Transportation, and Buc-ee’s are working together to alleviate summer beach traffic
around the popular stop where I-10 meets Baldwin Beach Express.
Congestion during peak months at exit 49 caused some major backups both on I-10 and Baldwin Beach Express during peak months last
year, but county commission approved an ALDOT proposal they believe will help Tuesday morning.
A 900-foot portion of County Road 68 will be renamed Buc-ee’s Boulevard, with a new exit sign installed keeping beach traffic to the left
as drivers exit off I-10 to Baldwin Beach Express.
Officials hope this will help cut back on traffic and clear up confusion for those wanting to turn into Buc-ee’s off Baldwin Beach Express to
County Road 68.
Drivers we talked to say the changes are desperately needed.
“It backs up way too far and I don’t think anybody anticipated this place would take off as quick as it has and as well as it has,” said Bob
Howe, who lives just off CR 68 in Loxley near Buc-ee’s.
Buc-ee’s tells us they also have purchased additional land adjacent to their current parking lot to add additional parking spots to help
control traffic and crowds.

Federal Highway Administration Awards $8M to 10 States for Innovative
Projects
WED FEBRUARY 19, 2020 - MIDWEST EDITION #4
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) announced more than $8 million in Accelerated Innovation Deployment (AID)
Demonstration program grants to state departments of transportation (DOTs) and local governments in Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado,
Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, New York and North Dakota. The grants will help deliver bridge projects sooner, improve traffic
management, and accelerate the use of innovative tools and technologies.
"These funds will help support our state and local partners across the country in their efforts to deliver more resilient roads, bridges and
highways for the traveling public," said Federal Highway Administrator Nicole R. Nason. "The grants being awarded today will help advance
innovative transportation solutions to improve safety and mobility on America's roadways."
Since the launch of the AID Demonstration in February 2014, and including the grants announced Jan. 21, FHWA officials have awarded
more than $74 million for 102 grants to help federal land management agencies, tribal governments, state DOTs, metropolitan planning
organizations and local governments accelerate the use of innovative practices and improve safety. The Oklahoma Department of
Transportation, for example, is using a $1 million grant awarded in Fiscal Year 2017 to help pay for its first Diverging Diamond Interchange
(DDI). That project will demolish the existing SH-6 bridges over I-40, replace them with the DDI and create a safer intersection in Elk City.
AID Demonstration program grants will be used for:
•

-Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) and Baldwin County Highway Department: $1,000,000 — ALDOT and Baldwin
County will employ two innovations — Accelerated Bridge Construction and Next Beam Ultra High-Performance Concrete Retrofit
— to shorten construction time from 14 weeks to six weeks for bridge retrofit projects.

Continue HERE

Fairhope endorses Mobile Bay expressway plan

A proposal to add a four-lane expressway across Mobile Bay has been endorsed by all three Eastern Shore cities.
GUY BUSBY
Posted Tuesday, February 18, 2020 12:00 pm
By Guy Busby
FAIRHOPE – All three Eastern Shore cities have endorsed a new plan for an interstate bridge and expressway over Mobile Bay following
action by the Fairhope City Council.
The council voted unanimously on Feb. 10 to support the proposal by the Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization for a bridge
and expanded the Interstate 10 highway system across Mobile Bay. Daphne and Spanish Fort have also endorsed the plan.
Council President Jack Burrell said the new plan would allow vehicles more opportunity to cross Mobile Bay without having to pay a toll as
proposed in the original design.
“The mayor and I are both members of the Eastern Shore MPO and we both support this resolution and scope of work,” Burrell said. “It
does reduce the cost of adding additional capacity and a new bridge over the Mobile River, reduces the cost by between $800 million and
$900 million. It does preserve the legacy routes to be used for free for intercounty commerce between Mobile and Baldwin counties. We
endorse it and we’re asking the Fairhope City Council to endorse it.”

In 2019, the MPO rejected a plan by the Alabama Department of Transportation for a $2.1-billion project that included a new bridge over
the Mobile River and replacing the four-lane Bayway with an eight-lane elevated highway. State officials said the cost of the project would
require a toll for the bridge and Bayway. A $6 toll was proposed for one trip over the bay.
The MPO voted in August to reject the plan after officials and residents said the toll would have a severe impact on the local economy.
The new plan would cost about $1.23 billion, according to MPO estimates. Instead of rebuilding the Bayway, a new four-lane expressway
would be built to increase access. The expressway would have fewer exits than the existing Bayway, allowing a smoother flow of traffic for
vehicles passing through the area.
After the state design was rejected, Gov. Kay Ivey declared the project dead since the MPO rejection meant that the bridge was not eligible
for federal funding.
Kevin Spriggs of Spanish Fort part of the group working with the MPO to develop the plan and restart the effort to improve the crossing.
“We were approached a few months back about the possibility of reviving the I-10 bridge project and the revival of the project involved
reducing the cost by using an expressway concept whereby an expressway would be built in the center of the two existing I-10 Bayway
lanes, also with the cable-stay bridge across the Mobile River as originally proposed,” Spriggs said. “As we studied this concept, we found
that this could be done, and cost reduce the project by $800 million.”
Spriggs said the new plan would keep tolls off the Bayway and Wallace Tunnel.
“The Bayway will remain intact and remain toll free, but an expressway would be built between the Bayway, and that expressway could
have a toll on it, but it would be a minimal toll not a $6-dollar toll and it’s possible, depending on state funding sources, that maybe a toll
isn’t necessary, since we have shown that the project can be done for $800 million less,” Spriggs said.

Transportation Research
New FHWA Publication: Transportation Planning Process Briefing Book
Date: February 13, 2020

The U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, has released a new Transportation Planning Process Briefing Book. Part
I introduces the planning process, the relationship between transportation planning and decision making, and federal transportation funding.
Part II covers products of the transportation planning process—the types of plans that states, MPOs, and RDOs develop, performance measures,
public engagement, and planning process considerations related to safety, security, and environmental linkages.
Designed for government officials, planning board members, transportation service providers, and the general public, the book is also a useful
resource for new transportation planners.
Visit the Briefing Book web page to download a PDF copy: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/publications/briefing_book/

Highway Administration to Explore How AI and Blockchain Can
Transform Transportation

By Brandi Vincent,
Staff Correspondent
FEBRUARY 6, 2020 12:00 PM ET

The Federal Highway Administration launched an Exploratory Advanced Research Program this week to usher in "transformational changes
and truly revolutionary advances” in highway engineering and intermodal transportation on roads across the United States.
According to a new broad agency announcement, the administration is accepting research effort proposals—with the deliberate intent of
awarding either contracts or cooperative agreements—that address three trendy topics in emerging tech: blockchain for highway
transportation, artificial intelligence for highway transportation, and incorporating trashed plastic into asphalt cement to reduce waste.

“This program supports scientific investigations and studies that advance the current knowledge and state-of-the-art in the sciences and
technologies employed in the planning, design, construction, operation, maintenance and management of the nation’s highways,” officials
wrote in the announcement. “Strategically, this research will enable and expedite the development of revolutionary approaches,
methodologies, and breakthroughs required to drive innovation and greatly improve the efficiency of highway transportation.”
The agency’s EAR programs aim to produce strong public-private partnerships that catalyze solutions through “longer-term, higher risk”
research. To inform its ultimate intent, FHWA conducted an extensive investigation ahead of the launch, through which it met with a “large
number of stakeholders from within and outside the traditional highway research community to identify topics of research that promise
transformation and possible breakthroughs in highway technology, processes and policies.” With explicitly inherent exploratory aims, the
agency doesn’t expect the initial results to be immediately implementable but instead plans to further develop them over time.
The agency said it could make multiple awards for each of the following topics:
Blockchain Technology for Highway Transportation
Mostly known for underpinning Bitcoin, blockchain is a record-keeping technology that validates information on a decentralized public
ledger. Though it’s still nascent, the agency argues that blockchain “has the potential to transform the connected and automated vehicle
industry or freight logistics providing a platform to share a variety of information from the infrastructure and vehicles in a secure manner.”
Further, the agency’s hopeful that it can provide “security and scalability at lower costs than current private network solutions” and offer
a wide range of new technological functions.”
FHWA wants proposals that explore how blockchain applications could enable more secure traffic operations and car-to-car and car-toinfrastructure communications, anonymized freight data management, auction-based mechanisms for highway pricing, and beyond.
Artificial Intelligence for Highway Transportation
The EAR program previously funded AI-focused efforts that incorporated computer vision and natural language processing, but this time
around the agency hopes for projects that empower the use of its growing heaps of data. In this light, the agency said it welcomes proposals
that connect traditional and non-traditional highway data to make predictions around the system’s performance, improve sensor signal
data that are used to evaluate roads and structures, provide decision support in highway system design, and more. HERE.

Please join FHWA to discuss the concept of “right-sizing” highways to better match land use and transportation on existing streets. Right-sizing enables
practitioners who are confronted with obsolete, damaged, or deteriorated facilities to develop innovative, context sensitive solutions that use
transportation infrastructure to connect neighborhoods, create livable communities, and promote economic development.
FHWA presenters will discuss a research study, white paper, fact sheets, and case studies on the topic posted here:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/economic_development/right_sizing/, followed by practitioner presentations, and a question and answer
session. Featured case studies include, Seattle Alaskan Way Viaduct, the Rochester Inner Loop, and Milwaukee Park East Freeway. Webinar presenters
include, Stefan Natzke and Mike Neathery (FHWA), Alec Williamson (Washington State DOT), Erik Frisch (City of Rochester), Peter Park (Univ. of
Colorado).
WEBINAR LOGISTICS:
• Tuesday, February 25, 2020
• 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Eastern Standard Time
• Registration link: https://collaboration.fhwa.dot.gov/dot/fhwa/WC/Lists/Seminars/DispForm.aspx?ID=2254
For additional information, please contact Mike Neathery, 202-366-1257 or mike.neathery@dot.gov

Webinar Registration Process
Webinar registration is a two-step process. First, non-DOT users including State DOTs must request access to the FHWA External Portal.
Second, non-DOT users including State DOTs must login using the email address used to request access to the site and their requested
password. Federal DOT staff and DOT-badged contractors do not need to register for an account. DOT users can click on the registration
link and use their DOT credentials to access the site.
In the External SharePoint System, EXTERNAL users (those without a @dot.gov email address) will have to request an account before they
can register. Here is the link to request an account: https://collaboration.fhwa.dot.gov/FBA/Register.aspx. Step-by step instructions on
how to request an account can be found here: https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/espnon-dotstaff/

Sustainable Highway Construction Guidebook
Sustainability is often an element that informs decisions made during the planning, programming, and design phases of highway
construction projects. However, the construction phase of a highway project is also an opportunity to advance sustainability.
The TRB National Cooperative Highway Research Program's NCHRP Research Report 916: Sustainable Highway Construction
Guidebook provides clear and practical information on what constitutes sustainability in the context of highway construction and how to
evaluate any proposed construction practice for its sustainability potential.
The guidebook supports implementation by describing ways to explicitly advance sustainability in procurement and contracting and how
to develop a sustainability management plan for the construction phase.
An overview of NCHRP Research Report 916 is provided in this PowerPoint presentation. A separate publication, NCHRP Web-Only
Document 262: Sustainable Highway Construction, describes the research process and outcomes used to develop NCHRP Research Report
916.
A summary of NCHRP Web-Only Document 262 is provided in this PowerPoint presentation.
Project: Project Information

DOI: 10.17226/25698
Project Number: 10-91A
E-Newsletter Type: Recently Released TRB Publications
TRB Publication Type: NCHRP Report

FEDERAL TRUST FUNDS AND OTHER DEDICATED FUNDS:
Fiscal Sustainability Is a Growing Concern for Some Key Funds
GAO-20-156: Published: Jan 16, 2020. Publicly Released: Jan 23, 2020.
Every major federal department has at least 2 trust funds or dedicated funds that pay for key programs. The money comes from related
taxes, fees, and premiums—e.g., U.S. postage stamp revenue goes to the Postal Service Fund.
The overall federal trust fund balance is expected to start declining in 2022 as balances in the Medicare and Social Security trust funds
drop. The government is projected to borrow the difference—which isn’t sustainable.
Of our 13 case study funds, 11 received general revenue in addition to dedicated revenue. For example, the 2015 Highway Trust Fund
reauthorization provided $70 billion in general revenue to the fund. To continue reading click HERE.

The Department of Transportation has identified transportation assets that fall within Opportunity Zones
with the goal of driving investment of all types to these important areas.
Despite the growing national economy, economically distressed communities are located in every corner of the United States and
its territories. These communities have high levels of poverty, failing schools, job scarcity, and a lack of investment. A new tax
incentive—Opportunity Zones—was created to spur economic development and job creation by encouraging long-term investment
in low-income communities nationwide.
Read about our partner’s roles in Opportunity Zones:
•
•
•

Housing and Urban Development: Implementation Plan for The White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council
The IRS: Tax reform creates opportunity zone tax incentive
Treasury Department Community Development Financial Institutions Fund

The Opportunity Zone designation encourages investment in communities by granting investors extensive Federal tax advantages
for using their capital gains to finance new projects and enterprises. There are more than 8,700 designated Qualified Opportunity
Zones located in all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and five United States territories. Of the Qualified Opportunity Zones 40
percent are in rural census tracts, 38 percent are in urban tracts, and 22 percent are in suburban tracts.
South Alabama Opportunity Zones

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/subdoc/906/build-fact-sheet2019.pdf

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were
collected from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and
acronyms related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases
which exist within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·

Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.

·

None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for
pedestrian.

·
The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word,
phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

