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There was a Mobile MPO meeting in May, the agenda items included a draft 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), a draft
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), and some minor edits to the Public Participation Plan (PPP). There are also numerous projects modified
in the current 2016-2019 TIP. Finally, there was a discussion concerning the 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).

Also discussed at the meeting, President Trump signed into law the Appropriations Act of 2019 which allocated $10,097,088 of federal funds to
the State of Alabama for MPO projects. That translates to almost $2 million for the Mobile MPO ($1,944,435). The TCC/CAC deliberated at the
April 24th meeting on how to treat this Special Allocation. It could be used for any variety of STP type projects. It was discussed the $2 million
Special Allocation could be used for a beautification type award, through a competitive type process, OR be placed into the regular STP
Attributable funding for future deficits. The TCC/CAC voted to recommend to the MPO to use the $2 million (fed) for future deficits of the
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APM Terminals has provided us with their third quarterly survey report. Just as last quarter, for one day APM Terminals had on-board tablets for
drivers to answer a series of questions in terms of where they came from and where they are going. APM Terminals will continue to gather this
information quarterly for our benefit of validating truck data for the travel demand forecasting model. This third survey report had 88% of trucker
visits answering the survey, the best percentage yet, which helps refine our understanding of container truck trip patterns in the area.

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2016-2019) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile study
area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area Destination
2040. The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects
that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are programmed
into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities established by MPO
member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For other projects, ALDOT has
discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding categories. Most often, projects in the TIP are derived
from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for transportation improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out.
2016-2019 E-TIP HERE

Stay Up To Date on the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project:
http://mobileriverbridge.com/

About the project:
The Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project will reduce congestion on I-10 in South Alabama through the addition of additional capacity: a new
six-lane bridge over the Mobile River, full replacement of the existing Bayway with an eight-lane structure, and redevelopment of seven
interchanges. The project runs from Virginia Street in Mobile to the US 90/98 interchange in Baldwin County. Information in the project is
available at www.MobileRiverBridge.com. Please contact Allison Gregg (251-604-9790) to coordinate site visits

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
The target start date, plan status, or project engineers estimated amount has changed for the following:
Project : 100070118 (CN)
Federal aid number : RHCH RR19
County : MOBILE S
Project Description : RAILROAD CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS, REPLACEMENT OF GATE ARMS ON SR-13 (US-43 / TELEGRAPH ROAD) AT
RAILROAD CROSSING DOT NO. 665301H
Target Start Date : 7/15/2019
Engineers Estimate : $9,383.00

Projects in Region Let June 28th, 2019
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
NONE AT THIS TIME
MOBILE COUNTY
NONE AT THIS TIME
BALDWIN COUNTY
• For constructing the Widening (Grading, Drainage, Pavement, Traffic Signals, and Traffic Stripe) on SR-180 from the junction of the Foley
Beach Express to the junction of SR-161 in Orange Beach. Length 2.323 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $6,356,137 to
$7,768,611 .

What’s Under Construction? Project Status

RPO Updates
STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (STIP)
Last month, SARPC hosted a series of public input meetings in Mobile, Atmore, AL and Robertsdale, AL concerning the DRAFT Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)

The ALDOT is seeking public comment on the proposed STIP, which includes a listing of specific transportation projects that will be funded during
the next four years.
The meetings were held in an open house format. Displays and information, along with a short presentation, were included to explain the
requirements to have a STIP. ALDOT and SARPC staff was available to discuss planning efforts and answer questions.
The DRAFT STIP 2020-2023 is available for review at the South Alabama Regional Planning Commission Offices, located at the GM&O Building at
110 Beauregard Street, Suite 207 Mobile, AL 36602. Comments will be accepted until June 30, 2019 and should be forwarded to:
State Office Engineer
Alabama Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 3050
Montgomery, AL 36130-3050
OR:
Submit your comments electronically by going to ALDOT's web page: www.dot.state.al.us
Click on: DRAFT 2020-2023 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program

Legislative Updates
Fixing Highway Trust Fund Debated At Hearing On Trucking
editor@aashto.org June 14, 2019 0 COMMENTS

Concern over the drastic depletion of the Highway Trust Fund became a key topic of discussion during a June 12 hearing held by the House of
Representatives’ Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee on Highways and Transit.

“The Highway Trust Fund – the primary source of federal revenue for highway projects, safety programs, and transit investments – is projected to run
short of the funds necessary to maintain current spending levels by Fiscal Year 2021,” noted Chris Spear, president and CEO of the American Trucking
Associations trade group, in his written testimony during the three and half hour hearing entitled “Under Pressure: The State of Trucking in America.”
“While an average of approximately $42 billion per year is expected to be collected from highway users over the next decade, nearly $60 billion will
be required annually to prevent significant reductions in federal aid for critical projects and programs,” he explained.
For that reason, his organization supports the creation of what Spears called the “Build America Fund,” which would collect a new 20-cent per gallon
fee built into the price of transportation fuels at terminal rack to be phased in over four years, along with a new fee on hybrid and electric vehicles.
“The [fuel] fee will be indexed to both inflation and improvements in fuel efficiency, with a five percent annual cap,” Spears said. “We estimate that
the fee will generate nearly $340 billion over the first 10 years.”
He added that the BAF monies would initially fund existing HTF programs, with $5 billion eventually set aside to fund a National Priorities Program to
address “congestion bottlenecks” on the national highway system.
“While the cost and scale of addressing highway improvement needs is daunting, it is important to note that much of the congestion is focused at a
relatively small number of locations,” Spears emphasized. “Just 17 percent of NHS miles represents 87 percent of total truck congestion costs
nationwide.”
Jason Craig, director of government affairs for freight conglomerate C. H. Robinson, added in his written testimonythat “outdated and poorly designed
infrastructure is a safety risk to all,” which is why his firm “wholeheartedly supports a robust investment in the nation’s freight roadways that will also
improve safety and reduce truck crashes.”
Craig also highlighted the National Association of Manufacturers infrastructure blueprint entitled “Building to Win” issued in March that recommends
an “injection” of $1 trillion in infrastructure funding and finding “more permanent resolution” of long-standing fiscal issues, such as “creating a reliable,
user-based, long-term funding stream” for highway projects.
“Properly designed and maintained [highway] ramps, merges, and sight lines help keep us all safe,” Craig added.
Rep. Rodney Davis, R-Ill., the highways and transit subcommittee’s ranking member, noted in his remarks that Congress is “continuing to ramp up”
efforts to reauthorize federal surface transportation programs and policies in part to “facilitate the safe and efficient movement” of freight.
“But we are not only responsible for improving the surface transportation system that facilitates freight movement to domestic and international
markets; we are also responsible for the safety of the users of that system and the regulatory environment that the trucking industry operates in,” he
explained. “Each of these responsibilities must be considered in a comprehensive manner.”

House Kicks Off Debate on Fiscal 2020 Transportation Funding Bill

Amtrak would receive $2 billion under the House funding measure. (Ron Antonelli/Bloomberg)
A fiscal 2020 transportation funding measure that proposes additional funding for infrastructure grants is included in a five-bill package being
considered on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives on June 20.

Lawmakers scheduled consideration of several amendments. Such amendments would increase funding for multimodal safety projects in urban
regions, as well as efforts designed to facilitate the installment of automatic braking systems on railroads.
For grants that would help advance major projects across metropolitan regions, the bill would provide the U.S. Department of Transportation
with $1 billion.
Besides transportation programs, the measure would dedicate funding for fiscal 2020 for programs at the departments of Commerce, Interior,
Veterans Affairs, Agriculture and Housing and Urban Development, as well as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The measure’s sponsors
anticipate advancing the legislation to the Senate before the end of the month.
“This legislation invests in America’s infrastructure. It would provide billions for the roads, highways and transit systems of tomorrow,” said
Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.). “It would expand programs that ensure every community has clean and safe
drinking water. And it would help bring the promise of broadband to more rural communities.”
Senators have yet to unveil companion legislation.
Overall, DOT would receive $86.6 billion under the bill, an increase from President Donald Trump’s request. It would amount to $167 million
more than the 2019 enacted level.
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, which regulates trucking and bus operations nationwide, would receive $677 million, $10
million above the 2019 enacted level. The Federal Highway Administration would receive $48.9 billion, which is $1.7 billion above the president’s
request and $404 million below the 2019 enacted level.
Additionally, the Federal Railroad Administration would receive $3 billion, which is $877 million above the president’s request and $96 million
more than the 2019 enacted level. And, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration would receive $1 billion, which is $81 million above
the president’s request and $44 million more than the 2019 enacted level.
Amtrak would receive $2 billion, highway infrastructure programs would receive $1.75 billion, and the Port Infrastructure Development Program
would receive $225 million.
Several of the trucking-centric provisions tucked in the bill include requiring FMCSA to publicly post online analyses of violations under its
Compliance, Safety, Accountability program, as well as denying funding for the agency’s review of an industry concern regarding state meal-andrest-break laws. Also, FMCSA would be required to proceed with annual inspections of rear underride guards.

Trump states and rural areas grab bigger chunk of transportation grant
funds
BY DAVID LIGHTMAN AND BEN WIEDER

JUNE 21, 2019 05:00 AM
•

Twenty-five of the 30 states President Donald Trump won in 2016 have received bigger shares of funding from a federal transportation
program that has shifted to favoring rural projects over urban, according to a McClatchy analysis of Department of Transportation data.

The Trump administration is also giving roads a bigger chunk of the award money since President Barack Obama left office.
Grant recipients are getting nearly everything they sought — more than 90 percent of what they requested — in the Trump administration
awards. During the Obama years, grant winners got about half of what they requested.
The grant program, now called Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development, or BUILD, was created in 2009, the first year of Obama’s
presidency. So far more than $7 billion has been awarded to 554 projects.
During the Obama administration, when the program was known as TIGER for Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery, nearly
80 percent of the money went to urban projects. During the two Trump years funded so far, nearly 70 percent of the dollars have gone to rural
initiatives.
The Trump administration insists that the generous tilt towards rural projects was done to compensate for an Obama-era preference for urban
grants.
Critics, however, say the Trump program has too often focused on its own version of the Three Rs: Rural, Republicans and Roads.
They say the current program is too heavy on paying for roads, while the mission to find innovative ways to move people and goods has been
virtually forgotten.

“We see a problem in the direction these grants are going,” said Rep. David Price, a North Carolina Democrat who chairs the House appropriations
transportation subcommittee. Congress approved a plan to split the rural-urban money 50-50 this year.
THE ROAD TO 2020
The change will not dictate what modes of transportation are funded. Since Trump took office in January 2017, roads have received nearly threefourths of the program’s grant money after getting about one-third of the funds during the Obama administration.
Bicycle and pedestrian projects won roughly 6 percent of Obama awards, but have received none under Trump. Transit’s share dropped from
nearly 25 percent of the Obama-era funds to just under 7 percent of the money awarded under Trump.
In the Trump administration, for example, Kansas City’s public transit agency has been turned down twice for a plan to expand its streetcar to
the riverfront. But Wyandotte County, which includes the Kansas side of the city, got funding for a plan to improve a highway interchange that
had been rejected under Obama.
Congress is now working on next year’s budget, and House votes on transportation spending are expected this month.
The Democratic-run House Appropriations Committee’s report on proposed fiscal 2020 transportation spending said the panel was “concerned
that the department has moved away from the original intent of the program.”
Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao has explained that the emphasis on rural projects was intended to compensate for shortcomings during
the Obama years.
“For the preceding eight years, before this administration came into place, a large amount of resources were going into the urban areas,” she
told a House transportation subcommittee in April. “So I don’t think rural America is looking for a handout. They’re looking for just their fair
share.”
When it was noted by McClatchy that states Trump won are doing well under his administration, the Transportation Department replied in a
statement that it has made discretionary grants to 49 states and the District of Columbia. Hawaii has received no awards under Trump.
“Since 2017, DOT has distributed billions of dollars in funding to support the administration’s infrastructure priorities and to benefit communities
across the country, rebalancing historic underinvestment in rural America,” a department spokesman said.
Rep. Rodney Davis of Illinois, top Republican on the House highway and transit subcommittee, criticized having defined limits, such as the 50-50
split between rural and urban project funding.
“When Congress jumps in and starts putting limitations on a place, sometimes the meritorious projects lose out,” he said.
Rep. Hank Johnson, a Georgia Democrat and senior subcommittee member, saw the Trump administration politicizing the process. “They’re
paying attention to where the votes are,” he said.
Trump’s political strength rests in small town and rural communities. Being able to cite road improvements is a valuable political weapon, experts
said. “This is going to be very helpful,” said Terry Madonna, director of the Franklin & Marshall Poll based in Lancaster, Pa.
“Not only can people see the roads and bridges, but this employs people,” he said. Trump narrowly won Pennsylvania in 2016.
This year’s BUILD program has $900 million to award. Deadline for submitting applications is July 15. The department must make the awards by
Nov. 12. The award is not simply cash, but reimbursement once money is spent on different aspects of the project. The awarded money must
be spent by Sept. 30, 2026.
BUILD is arguably poised to help Trump maintain political strength. He did well in 2016 in the South, Midwest and Rocky Mountain states.
States such as Alaska, Nebraska, Arkansas and Wyoming have already received more grant money in Trump’s first two years than they did under
eight years of Obama.
BLUEGRASS STATE SEES GREEN
Approved Texas projects got about half of what they had asked for under Obama, but 96 percent of what they’ve asked for under Trump. South
Carolina grant winners got less than 15 percent of what they asked for under Obama. Under Trump, it’s 100 percent.
Kentucky, home to Chao and her husband, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, had six projects approved by the Obama department in
eight years. It’s already had four under Trump in two years, none of them are in or close to the urban centers of Louisville or Lexington.
While eight of the states that Democrat Hillary Clinton won in the last presidential election have seen their shares of the transportation grants
increase, many states that voted for Clinton and are not considered strong Trump territory in 2020 have seen a drop in their share of the grant
money.
California received $388 million in urban awards during the Obama years, an average of about $48 million annually. It’s received $24 million over
the last two years. Washington state averaged about $30 million annually in urban grants under Obama. It got zero from Trump’s department
in the last two years.

California is among the states whose share has shrunk the most under Trump, along with Connecticut, Massachusetts, Washington, New York
and Illinois, all states Clinton easily won.
The Trump administration says it employs a systemic approach to deciding on grants. It also maintains that the program was poorly run during
much of the Obama administration, and the problems have now been fixed.
OBAMA-ERA ISSUES
Reports from the nonpartisan Government Accountability Office and the department’s inspector general raised serious questions about the
Obama-era program.
The GAO found in 2014, the year it issued its report, that the Transportation Department “did not document its rationale for advancing 43
projects with lower technical ratings instead of 22 more highly-rated projects.” And it reported that the department’s methodology “can give
rise to challenges to the integrity of the evaluation process.”
Last year, the Transportation Department’s inspector general, its in-house watchdog, found a lack of a standardized process to analyze the
economic benefits from a project. Proving such benefits can develop is a crucial element of deciding what to fund.
After the inspector general report, GAO said the Transportation Department improved its procedures.
Democrats and Obama administration transportation officials maintain they did in fact use a carefully devised system for the awards.
“We had very clear standards,” said Beth Osborne, who managed the TIGER program during part of the Obama administration. But by necessity,
she said, the awards process became discretionary at times because not everything could be measured in raw numbers.
“There’s nothing definitive about these projects,” said Osborne, now the director of Transportation for America, a group of civic and business
leaders who promote transportation ideas and develop data. Trying to accurately predict how a project will lead to specific economic benefits
in the future is not an exact science, she said.

Funding Opportunities
TIFIA Rural Project Initiative (RPI)
The Rural Project Initiative is aimed at helping improve transportation infrastructure in America’s rural communities.
For more information, click HERE

ALDOT Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities
Program (August 5th deadline to SARPC).
This Notice Of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is for the State of Alabama portion of the FTA 5310. This is not to be confused with the SARPC portion
of the FTA 5310 which is for the Mobile Urbanized Area. That NOFO will be release in the next several weeks. Are you Urban or Rural?

The 5310 program is intended to assist private or designated public nonprofit agencies in meeting the transportation needs of older adults and
people with disabilities. The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) is responsible for the management and administration of the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program. The Public Transit
Section, through the Section 5310 program, provides funds to eligible entities. Application HERE

FY 2020 High Risk Rural Roads (HRRR) Program (August 1

st

Deadline)

There has been a "Call for Applications" for the FY 2020 High Risk Rural Roads (HRRR) Program, as well as provide guidance for the preparation
of HRRR project applications (see attached HRRR Program Application Guidance).
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) has allocated a portion of Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funds to establish
a High-Risk Rural Roads (HRRR) Program for FY 2020. The intent of this program is to identify site-specific and programmatic safety improvements
in an effort to reduce the statewide fatality rate on rural roads. Therefore, ALDOT is placing a call to all local agencies (counties, cities, etc.) to
submit applications in accordance with the HRRR Program Application Guidance (attached).
Any local agency is eligible to apply for these safety funds, as long as the selected project is located on a roadway that is classified as a rural
major collector, a rural minor collector, or a rural local road. Projects must also be located outside of an FHWA Census-defined urbanized area.
The available federal funding that has been set aside for FY 2020 will be $4,124,978. HRRR projects have a 10% funding match requirement by
the local agency sponsor. Due to the funding authorization constraints, funding will be limited to construction only. Projects may be
implemented by contract or through force account work, as approved by ALDOT. See HERE for Application.

BUILD GRANT deadline (July 15th, 2019)
Department of Transportation BUILD Grant Program Notice of Funding Opportunity
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has announced that the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is available for its competitive grant program
known as the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD, formerly known as TIGER). A total of $900 million was appropriated for this
program in FY 2019. The application is currently available online at https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants. The application deadline is July 15, 2019.
A series of webinars to provide information and answer applicants’ questions has also been announced:
•

How to Compete for BUILD Transportation Grants – All Applicants
o Tuesday, April 30th, 3:00-5:00 EDT -- register here

•

How to Compete for BUILD Transportation Grants – Tribal and Rural Applicants
o Thursday, May 2nd 2:00-4:00 EDT -- register here

•

Preparing a Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA) for a BUILD Application –All Applicants
o Tuesday, May 7th 2:00-4:00 EDT -- register here

•

How to Compete for BUILD Transportation Grants – All Applicants
o Thursday, May 9th, 2:00-4:00 EDT -- register here

•

Preparing a Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA) for a BUILD Application – All Applicants
o Tuesday, May 14th 3:00-5:00 EDT -- register here

Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging and
Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to match Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307), Enhanced Mobility of
Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This information has been
publicized HERE

To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov.

Just For Fun
Today, June 21st, is the summer solstice and the longest day of the year. If you are on your way to Stonehenge, expect some congestion
as thousands of travelers will make their way to the iconic collection of rocks.
By Rachel E. Greenspan
June 20, 2019
On summer solstice 2019 at dawn, thousands from all corners of the world will descend on Stonehenge, the rock-forged monument in
Wiltshire, England. They’re all there for the same reason: to turn northeast and catch the summer solstice sunrise glide perfectly above the
stones.
The view of the solstice sunrise from Stonehenge is so perfect, in fact, that visitors and scientists have wondered for centuries: Did the people
who built Stonehenge intentionally make it a stage for the solstice? Worlds away from the ability to document the experience on Instagram, the
only information we have is the archaeology.
It’s just one of dozens of theories about the structure from who built the monument and why Stonehenge was constructed, from alien invasions
to the legend of King Arthur.
Here’s what we know about Stonehenge and its connection to the summer solstice.
Who built Stonehenge — and when?
Click here to find out more…..

In the News
Breaking down the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project
Updated Jun 14, 2019; Posted Jun 14, 2019
By Edwin Perry, III | PE Mobile, Alabama MRB Project Director Alabama Department of Transportation

On May 23, the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) closed the public comment period that is required as part of
the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) for the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project.
ALDOT received approximately 700 comments from organizations, businesses, and interested citizens.
While ALDOT will address the comments as part of the Final Environmental Impact Statement, which is scheduled for release in August 2019,
several common themes emerged as we reviewed the official questions, concerns, and feedback from our stakeholders. We wanted to
provide a summary for your readers.

Bottom line: The I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is critically important to increase capacity to meet current and future traffic
projections. The overwhelming majority of respondents agree that there is a need for additional capacity on I -10 between Mobile and
Baldwin Counties. However, locals want a higher frequent user discount and for ALDOT to continue to pursue additional funding to offset
the toll.
ALDOT estimates the project will cost approximately $2.1 billion to construct, while its current annual budget for the entire state is $1.2
billion. Simply put, Alabama does not have the funds to pay for this much-needed project. To pay for the project and deliver it in a timely
manner, ALDOT is seeking non-traditional funding and financing sources: federal loans and bonds, a private subsidy, and a public subsidy (to
include potential grant funds). All funding – with the exception of the public subsidy – must be paid back with interest to the lenders.
Toll revenue will be used to repay the upfront costs. Without toll revenue, there will be no project.
Still, we hear the concerns of those who submitted official public comments and we are working to incorporate feedback as we move the
project forward.
Many told us that the proposed toll rate range of $3-6 would cause a financial hardship on commuters.
The proposed discount of 15 percent for 20 or more trips a month was viewed as too low. ALDOT is working with the three teams who are
preparing proposals for the project to determine a toll rate plan that will make the project feasible and le ssen the financial burden for
drivers. The toll rate plan will be announced this summer.
Toll collection will begin once the project reaches substantial completion, which ALDOT expects to be 2025.
Several commenters asked why the project won’t use the upcoming Rebuild Alabama Act (also known as the gas tax) revenue.
The gas tax won’t be in full effect until October 2021. Then, it is estimated to bring in about $320 million for statewide projects. If the state
set aside $100 million of those annual funds and earmarked them for the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project, it would take 21 years
before we could break ground. Given inflation, the cost of the project would increase significantly. Moreover, there is currently a multi billion dollar backlog of existing road and bridge needs that will consume and even exceed the new state revenue from the Reb uild Alabama
Act.
With summer upon us, we are seeing increased congestion as travelers make their way to their destinations and back home. Our traffi c
projections show that in 20 years, the congestion we see during holiday weekends (Memorial Day and July Fourth) will become t he everyday
norm for this area.
We must increase capacity to assure locals aren’t sitting in traffic for hours a day on a regular basis.
A project this complex requires a thoughtful approach. ALDOT is working with the private industry to deliver a project that will benefit the
region – our residents, businesses, and communities – and offer daily commuters quick, safe passage between Mobile and Baldwin Counties.
We encourage your readers to reach out to ALDOT with questions or visit our website (mobileriverbridge.com) to learn more about the
project.
Edwin Perry, III, is MRB Project Director at the Alabama Department of Transportation.

First major pieces of Airbus’ new jet arrive in Mobile
Today 10:01 AM

Paul Dovie - Airwind.com
The first shipment of Major Component Assemblies for the A220 jetliner has arrived in Mobile, where an assembly line for the jet is under
construction. (Courtesy of Airbus)
By Lawrence Specker | lspecker@al.com

Airbus has begun to receive major components for the first A220 jet it will assemble in Alabama, the company has announced.
Airbus has an established assembly line in Mobile for its A320 family of jets. An assembly line for the A220 family, a smaller series of
passenger jets designed to carry 100 to 150 people, is now under construction. The company expects to deliver its first Alaba ma-built A220
in mid-2020.
A photo released by Airbus doesn't provide much of a look at the first Major Component Assemblies (MCAs) to arrive in Mobile for the A220.
The company said the shipment contained the aft fuselage and cockpit for the jet.
“With the arrival of these assemblies, A220 production in Mobile will shortly become a reality,” said Paul Gaskell, President of Airbus U.S.
A220 Inc. “The arrival of these MCAs is taking place almost four years to the day from when our first A320 MCAs arrived. It’s amazing to see
how much we’ve grown over that time, and an exciting time for Airbus, Mobile and Alabama. The team has been working very hard o ver the
past year to make this happen, and we’re ready to get started delivering another great aircraft from Mobile.”
According to information released by Airbus, A220 production is scheduled to begin "in the next couple of months, even as construction on
some of the A220-specific buildings on the campus continues over the next year."
The first wave of A220 employees has been training in Mirabel, Canada. The A220 was initially developed by Bombardier and built at a
Bombardier facility in Mirabel, before the two companies formed a partnership to build and market the jet under the Airbus na me. Mobile
will be the second site where the planes are assembled.
Airbus continues to hire for its expansion and had 45 job listings open as of Friday.

City councilman says businesses on the verge of closing due to Florida street construction
Toi Thornton

Since October, drivers have been trying to thread their way through the stretch of Florida street between Old Shell Rd. and Dauphin St.
It's been a nightmare for local business owners but contractors say the work has to be done. They said the construction won't likely be complete
for another 4 months.
Both lanes of traffic are open for now on the street but the slow, bumpy route is one that a lot of people simply try to avoid, which has an
adverse affect on businesses.
Stuart Wimpee with Wimpee's Floor Center said, "It's just been frustrating for our customers, delivery trucks, it's everyday I get a phone call,
where do I park, how do I get there, can I get there."
Councilman Fred Richardson, who's district the stretch is in, went out to the area yesterday and made a Facebook video about it.
"I went over there yesterday to see was there any activity, nothing," Councilman Richardson said in an interview with FOX 10 news today.
Richardson said he knows of at least 2 businesses that are really struggling and on the verge of closing because of the work. He said not a lot of
people are driving the stretch which means not a lot of people are patronizing some of the businesses that way.
"We go around the world trying to bring jobs here, but we can't in our own hometown contribute towards the closing of business. We can't be
closing businesses over here and recruiting business from some other distant place. We need to see about our own first," Richardson said.
Business owners like Wimpee and his father Paul, who owns Wimpee's Floor Center concur. They even put up a sign for their customers that
says "Please pardon the city's lack of progress."
"I can speak for myself, these other businesses are dying and I can honestly say that because I've talked to them. I feel so sorry for them because
people will just say I'm not going down there," Paul Wimpee said.
FOX 10 news spoke with the contractor working on the project today. He didn't want to speak on camera but did say the work was necessary
and they've accomplished a lot in the time they've been working. he said the public doesn't understand the amount of work they're doing and
he wanted to make it clear that this isn't merely a drainage project, they're re-doing the entire street.
Thursday both lanes of traffic on the street were re-opened. Business owners hope this is a positive step forward for them.
"Come eat at Restaurants on Florida St. Please...these people are dying," said Stuart and Paul Wimpee.
The contractor also said the project should be complete by October.
All content © 2019, WALA; Mobile, AL. (A Meredith Corporation Station). All Rights Reserved.

Transportation Research
TRB TCRP Report on Dialysis Transportation
The Transportation Research Board’s (TRB) Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) has released a pre-publication version of Research
Report 203: Dialysis Transportation: Intersection of Transportation and Healthcare. The report responds to major concerns of public
transportation agencies about the rising demand and costs to provide kidney dialysis trips and about experiences showing these trips require
service more specialized than public transportation is designed to provide.
The report documents the complicated relationship of two different industries—public transportation and healthcare, each with its own
perspective and requirements—to highlight problems, identify strategies addressing concerns, and suggest options that may be more
appropriate for dialysis transportation.
Accompanying the report are a supplemental report and Excel spreadsheet. The Supplemental Report includes, along with a literature review
and results from the project’s surveys, an assessment of the comprehensive data provided by the U.S. Renal Data System. The community data
tool is an Excel forecasting tool.
Learn more and access the reports and tool here.

2018 Benchmarking Report on Biking and Walking from the League of American Bicyclists
WASHINGTON, DC – February 8, 2019: In 1958, Walt Disney imagined the future of transit was a “Magic Highway” where technology and
infrastructure combined for fast, uncongested, sedentary travel by car. In 2019, with the rates of chronic diseases like obesity and diabetes rising
and roads get deadlier for pedestrians and cyclists, the real solutions for better infrastructure are not found in 1950s futurism – they are found in
the Bicycle Friendly Communities and States where more people are biking and walking, and fewer bicyclists and pedestrians are dying.
CLICK HERE TO READ THE 2018 BENCHMARKING REPORT ON BIKING AND WALKING »
Congress first authorized federal funding to improve infrastructure projects intended for bicyclists and pedestrians in 1991. In 25 years, the United
States has made significant investments in infrastructure, but a review of data and official documents by the League of American Bicyclists
for Bicycling & Walking in the United States: 2018 Benchmarking Report shows that more federal and state leadership is needed to make
improvements in infrastructure. While forward-thinking advocates and city leaders have made progress for bicyclist and pedestrian safety at the
local level, further leadership at the federal and state level is necessary to coordinate the design and implementation of cohesive, connected, and
safe environments for bicycling and walking in America.
“The way we’re investing in infrastructure isn’t working,” said Ken McLeod, policy director with the League of American Bicyclists, and lead
author of the 2018 Benchmarking Report. “There is a crisis in traffic safety and we have the tools to reduce the number of bicyclists and pedestrians
killed on our roads every year—we need leaders at the national and state levels to take action: adopt Complete Streets policies, draft and implement
bike and pedestrian master plans, and build protected infrastructure.”
The 2018 Benchmarking Report is the sixth edition of the report, the first published by the League of American Bicyclists. By combining data
analysis with the League’s research and data collection, the 2018 Benchmarking Report offers the most comprehensive look at national and
regional statistics on bicycling and walking alongside an examination of the policies and plans, or lack thereof, to improve infrastructure for people
biking and walking. In investigating the relationship between states with Complete Streets policies and/or bicycling and walking master plans, the
League found that states with long-term and multiple actions on both had more growth in active transportation.
“The Benchmarking Report should be a wake-up call,” said Bill Nesper, executive director of the League of American Bicyclists. “While the state
and safety of bicycling and walking may seem dire, it’s not all bad news. The data shows there are places like Oregon, Minneapolis, and
Washington, DC, where officials are working with advocates on the ground to create communities that are more welcoming for bicyclists and
pedestrians. Local bike advocates are working to meet their communities’ needs and make biking better—it’s time for state and federal leaders to
empower local efforts.”
Produced with support from groups such as AARP and Toole Design Group, the 2018 Benchmarking Report demonstrates the urgency to create
bikeable and walkable communities to not only save lives on the roadway, but also encourage healthy living options. Just 30 minutes a day, 5 days
a week, of moderate to vigorous physical activity for adults can help prevent eight types of cancer, heart disease, stroke, high blood pressure, type
2 diabetes, and depression. Even small amounts of physical activity each day have health benefits. Building Bicycle Friendly Communities and
ones that enable even short trips to work, school, or the doctor’s office encourage healthier outcomes for everyone.
The 2018 Benchmarking Report contains state and city-level data charting the increases and declines in bicyclist and pedestrian safety, federal
funding for active transportation infrastructure, policies and plans for biking and walking, and much more. A few noteworthy findings include:
• Mississippi was the deadliest state for bicyclists with the highest average fatality rate per 10k bicycle commuters from 2012-2016.
Mississippi also had the lowest percent of commuters biking to work in 2016 at .1 percent of the population.
• Cities where the rate of biking to work is highest, like Portland, Oregon, and Washington, DC, have the lowest rate of bicyclist fatalities.
• 71 percent of bicyclist deaths occurred in an urban area, with 61 percent occurring on principal or minor arterial roadways, which only
make up 10 percent of the national roadway system.
• 39 percent of biking trips and 35 percent of walking trips in 2017 were for social and/or recreational purposes.
• 20 percent of biking trips in 2017 were to earn a living.
• Women are underrepresented among people who bike to work, but there have been modest participation increases in recent years.

•

For people with an income below $25,000 per year, biking in an increasingly common method for taking trips.

A new initiative from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Active People, Healthy NationSM aims to get 27 million Americans more
active by 2027. This initiative supports proven strategies to promote physical activity, including creating bikeable and walkable communities.
The nearly 400-page 2018 Benchmarking Report contains graphs, maps, and tables touching nearly every topic related to bicycling and walking
in the United States. Please contact communications@bikeleague.org to ask about specific cities or states, speak to an expert, or learn more about
how your state and community can become more bicycle friendly.

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected from
a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms related to
transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist within the federal
government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·

Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.

·

None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for pedestrian.

·
The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word, phrase or
acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

