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URBAN FTA 5310 funds are announced; please see Funding Opportunities. There is a Rural Planning Organization (RPO) meeting announcement; see
South Alabama RPO Updates. FHWA to redistribute $3.9B in FY 2019 Formula Funds and infrastructure will be on the Fall schedule; please see
Legislative Updates. The bridge still dominates In The News, including to those in the bonding industry. This week’s Just For Fun is slow moving....
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Last week, (8/29/19), the Gulf Regional Planning Commission of South Mississippi had a Transportation Summit in Biloxi, MS that was successful and very well attended.
US Transportation Sec. Chao was in attendance, as was US Sen. Roger Wicker, (Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation), US Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith
(Senate Committee on Appropriations) and US Rep. Steven Palazzo (House Committee on Appropriations).
Sec. Chao noted the importance of Regional Planning Commissions and MPOs, noting they were fundamental in terms of infrastructure and economy. Sec. Chao also
announced funding for the Amtrak Passenger rail service form New Orleans to Mobile (see In the News).
SARPC staff had brief conversations with the US Senator Roger Wicker, US Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith, and US Rep. Steven Palazzo, concerning the I-10 Mobile River
Bridge and Bayway Project. All three were genuinely concerned, and Rep. Palazzo even remarked “oh no, not Bradley’s bridge”. More importantly, SARPC staff noted
Alabama needed some help, as a P3 solution with a toll, was not a popular solution in South Alabama.
President Trump’s Infrastructure Plan considers a range of models that move beyond the conventional role of municipalities and state government-financed
infrastructure including public-private partnerships (P3s) HERE. Without a federal gas tax since 1993, ALDOT has the same federal revenue stream since the 1990’s all
while costs are way more expensive per mile than they were then. THAT is the real problem. ALDOT recognized a problem, developed a solution that lines with
national trend, and was criticized for it. Not having enough federal funds to maintain the State’s federal infrastructure, is a real problem.

MPO MEETING
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There was a Mobile MPO meeting recently. Staff received 88 comments concerning the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) prior to the Tuesday,
August 20th noon deadline for comments. The comments were presented to the MPO Policy Board members that afternoon prior to the MPO meeting
on August 21st. A motion was made and approved by the Mobile MPO to “table” any projects that had tolling as a revenue source pertaining to the I-10
Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project. The next meeting of the Mobile MPO will be determined at a later date. The tabled item was subject to the
outcome of the October 7th meeting of the Alabama Toll Bridge and Tunnel Authority, which has been canceled by Governor Ivey. We will keep you
posted.

MPO 101 Seminar

Tom Piper
Senior Transportation
Planner
tpiper@sarpc.org

Monica Williamson
Transportation Planner
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The recent MPO 101 Class was held at Five Rivers and it was very well attended. The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission and The Eastern

Anthony Johnson
Shore MPO jointly conducted the class for our committee members. The Federal Highway Administration also presented. This class was intended for
Transportation Planner committee members of the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Citizens Advisory Committee, Technical Advisory Committee, or MPO Policy Board
ajohnson@sarpc.org

for either the Mobile MPO or the Eastern Shore MPO. This class was held two years ago for just the Mobile MPO, and was well received.

MOBILE AREA TRANSIT SYSTEM FEASIBILITY STUDY
South Alabama
Regional Planning
Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama
36602
(251) 433-6541

Two weeks ago, the consultant selection committee listened to presentations from the three shortlisted firms concerning Mobile Area Demand
Response Transit System Feasibility Study. The groups that presented were, Burk-Kleinpeter, Mott-MacDonald, and VIA Mobility. All firms did a great
job at presenting, and were scored and ranked by the committee. The consultant selection committee selected VIA Mobility to perform the study. VIA
Mobility has partnered with local group Goodwin Mills and Cawood as a sub consultant. We would like to get the study under way as soon as the new
fiscal year begins and are currently awaiting approval to enter contract negotiation. We will keep you posted.
Click on link below to see the Scope of Work
Mobile Area Demand Response Transit System Feasibility Study (6/27/19)
If you would like to be part of this study, please call Kevin Harrison for details.

FREIGHT DATA
APM Terminals has provided us with their fourth quarterly survey report. Just as last quarter, for two days APM Terminals had on-board tablets for
drivers to answer a series of questions in terms of where they came from and where they are going. APM Terminals will continue to gather this
information quarterly for our benefit of validating truck data for the travel demand forecasting model.

FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2016-2019) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile study area as
identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area Destination 2040. The LRTP
establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects that become funded
are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are programmed into the State
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities established by MPO member governments
and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based
on availability of funds from various types of funding categories. Most often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its
annual allocation of funds for transportation improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out.
2016-2019 E-TIP HERE.

NOTE: There are currently two Transportation Improvement Programs (TIP) on the website. The
2016-2019 TIP runs through September 30, 2019. The 2020-2023 TIP goes into effect on October 1,
2019.

Up To Date on the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project:
http://mobileriverbridge.com/

About the project:
The Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project would reduce congestion on I-10 in South Alabama through the addition of additional capacity: a new sixlane bridge over the Mobile River, full replacement of the existing Bayway with an eight-lane structure, and redevelopment of seven interchanges. The
project would run from Virginia Street in Mobile to the US 90/98 interchange in Baldwin County. Information in the project is available at
www.MobileRiverBridge.com. Please contact Allison Gregg (251-604-9790) to coordinate site visits

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
The target start date, plan status, or project engineers estimated amount has changed for the following:

South Alabama RPO Updates
Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Meeting Planned
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) will host a meeting of the Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Committee at 10:00 a.m. on
Thursday, September 19, 2019 at the Baldwin County Central Annex at 22251 Palmer Street in Robertsdale, Alabama.
There will be a discussion of current and future transportation projects in the rural areas of our region by the ALDOT Southwest Regional Office.
Other items on the agenda include:
•

Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting

•

Review and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2020 Work Program (available for review online at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html

•

Updating the RPO Transportation Plan with Project List (attached and available for review online at
http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html

If you have any questions or comments regarding the above or attached, feel free to call me at (251) 706- 4622.

Projects in Region Let September 27th, 2019
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
For constructing the Safety Improvements (Pavement Markers, Pavement Markings, and Traffic Stripe) on CR-4 (Bradley Road) from the intersection of
SR-15 (US-29) to the Covington County Line. Length 17.746 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $161,519 to $197,413 .
MOBILE COUNTY
For constructing the Additional Lanes (Grading, Drainage, Pavement, Traffic Signals, and Traffic Stripe) on CR-656 (Zeigler Boulevard) from the
intersection of CR-372 (Schillinger Road) to the intersection of CR-429 (Cody Road) west of Mobile. Length 1.433 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project
is from $8,706,751 to $10,641,584 .
BALDWIN COUNTY
For constructing the Guardrail Installations on CR-87 over the Styx River (Site 1); on Hoyle Bryars Road over I-65 (Site 2); and on Scrange Road over
Horseneck Creek (Site 3). Length 0.287 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $188,741 to $230,683 .

What’s Under Construction? Project Status

Legislative Updates
FHWA To Redistribute $3.9B In FY 2019 Formula Funds
editor@aashto.org August 30, 2019
State departments of transportation will be divvying up more than $3.9 billion in federal highway program funds after receiving authority from the
Federal Highway Administration on Aug. 30 to obligate unused fiscal year 2019 money to various infrastructure projects.
The funding is from what the FHWA calls its “August redistribution,” which is an annual budgeting practice under which the agency shifts federal funding
authority out of accounts that are not on course to use up their allotted “obligation limitation” for the year – redirecting it to where state recipients are
ready to use it.
That’s down slightly from the more than $4.18 billion the FHWA redistributed last year in FY 2018 funds, which was a record-setting amount.
Joung Lee, policy director for the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, explained that the reason for these annual
“redistributions” is that the FHWA makes estimates at the start of each fiscal year about how much of the highway dollars the agency will commit under
various program categories.
Then, as summer rolls around and actual spending patterns become more clear, agency officials redistribute unused obligation limitation from some
underspending categories so that state DOTs can apply it in the few remaining weeks of the fiscal year to other projects.
Lee added that, besides the formula funding states receive directly from the Highway Trust Fund each fiscal year for capital projects, the FHWA also
makes start-of-year estimates for broad national purpose program areas including the USDOT’s Infrastructure for Rebuilding America or INFRA program,
plus the government’s subsidy costs of Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act or TIFIA project loans, and the federal lands account,
among others.

Infrastructure Funding Policy Looms Over Congressional Fall Schedule
Eugene Mulero | Staff Reporter September 5, 2019
A recent report detailing the country’s congestion woes prompted the top transportation lawmaker in the U.S. House of Representatives to again urge
colleagues to legislate on comprehensive infrastructure policy when they return to Washington after a five-week summer break.
Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.), chairman of the influential Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, insisted that fellow policy authorizers, as well as
President Donald Trump, collaborate to identify a long-term fix aimed at ensuring funding for maintenance and repairs for the country’s network of
freight and commuter corridors.
Members of Congress make their way back to Capitol Hill on Sept. 9 to proceed with an agenda that includes myriad nominations in the Senate and
legislating on fiscal 2020 measures to guarantee funding for federal agencies.
In May, Trump and Democratic leaders were unsuccessful in agreeing on infrastructure funding parameters.
“I’m calling yet again on President Trump and my colleagues in Congress to work together to figure out how to address hundreds of billions of dollars in
stalled infrastructure projects, and to start re-imagining our transportation systems in order to meaningfully combat congestion, reduce emissions and

create more resilient infrastructure that will be around for the long haul,” DeFazio said last month, soon after the release of a report by the Texas A&M
Transportation Institute that determined the country’s congestion is worsening.
“The cost of inaction is too great,” added DeFazio, whose panel is expected to schedule a hearing aimed at examining the use of tolling along roadways,
as well as proposals centered on congestion pricing. Removing or relaxing a federal ban on tolling interstate highways falls under the jurisdiction of
Congress.
Prior to the August recess, the Environment and Public Works panel in the Senate approved a five-year, $287 billion highway bill that would, among
other things, propose enhancing severe-weather resilience for infrastructure systems, and seek to streamline the environmental permitting process. The
looming insolvency of the Highway Trust Fund was left to the tax-writing committees to resolve. Insufficient revenue from the 24.4-cents-per-gallon
diesel tax and 18.4-cents-per-gallon gas tax feeds into the account, which assists states with surface transportation projects.
“It’s my hope that our committee’s action [on July 30] sets an example and will inspire other committees of jurisdiction to put forth their titles soon,”
said Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.), EPW committee ranking member.
Committees with jurisdiction over the trust fund, and panels that oversee policies pertaining to the trucking industry, transit systems, pipelines and
railroads, have yet to schedule consideration of infrastructure legislation.
Although funding authorization for highway programs expires in the fall of 2020, stakeholders throughout the transportation community, such as
American Trucking Associations and the American Road and Transportation Builders Association, continue to urge federal lawmakers to advance a longterm infrastructure package.
The American Society of Civil Engineers, which advocates for increasing the federal fuel tax, issued a near-failing grade in 2017 for the country’s overall
infrastructure. A priority for the group during this session of Congress includes identifying “a long-term solution to pay for our surface transportation
network … to provide stability and modernize our nation’s roads, bridges, and transit systems for the 21st century.”
Congress has chosen not to raise fuel taxes since 1993.
The Texas A&M Transportation Institute report published Aug. 22 concluded that the average commuter faced an annual delay of 54 hours due to traffic
in 2017. That was an increase from 47 hours per year lost in 2012. Additionally, 3.3 billion gallons of fuel were determined to have been wasted in traffic
in 2017.

New traffic laws on left lane driving and rear seat belts take effect
•

By Michael Wetzel Special to The Advertiser
Sep 5, 2019

•
Robertson

At 12:01 a.m. today, two laws aimed at making Alabama roads and highways safer went into effect, and law enforcement, insurance and highway
department officials expect the legislation to make a difference.
The new laws require all passengers in motor vehicles to wear seat belts, and motorists may not drive more than 1½ miles in the left lane on divided
highways and interstates without passing other vehicles or turning left.
“These are good laws. They’re designed to save lives,” said Alabama Senior Trooper Chuck Daniel. “Not only will these save lives, they will help protect
the quality of lives of those surviving crashes.”
Rep. Proncey Robertson, R-Mount Hope, said the seat belt law now requiring rear-seat passengers to buckle up may take some time for the public to
obey.
“Studies show back-seat seat belts save lives,” said Robertson, who worked in law enforcement for 27 years, including 24 years with the Decatur Police
Department, before being elected to the state House of Representatives in 2018. “It will take a transition culturally for everybody to get in the habit of
wearing seat belts in the back seat.
“In the 1990s, it took a while for front-seat passengers to remember to buckle up. Now here we are 20-30 years later, the first thing we do when we get
in the vehicle is to buckle up. We don’t even think about it now, it just comes naturally.”

He said he sees a day when all automakers will make sensors to signal motorists when passengers in the backseat are unbuckled. He added that wearing
seat belts allows the side airbags to work more effectively during accidents.Allison Green, the Drive Safe Alabama coordinator for the Alabama
Department of Transportation, said the new seat belt law was a premier piece of legislation to come out of the last legislative session.
“We encourage everybody to wear seat belts when they are in a vehicle,” she said. “It is the best defense when you are on the road.”
She said the state recorded 950 fatalities related to highway accidents in 2018.
“Passengers in the backseat are three times more likely to die if they are unbelted,” she said.
AAA-Alabama spokesman Clay Ingram had some stark numbers about unbuckled back-seat passengers, which even impact the safety of the driver.
“Driver fatality increases 137% when passengers aren’t using seat belts in the back seat compared to those buckled during a crash,” he said. “People
unbuckled bounce around inside the vehicle. Some are ejected. A lot of injuries and deaths can be avoided when passengers are buckled in the front or
back.”
He said Insurance Institute of Highway Safety statistics show unbuckled back seat passengers are eight times more likely to be killed in a crash than those
who are using seat belts.
“Many vehicles don’t have the safety features for back-seat passengers that they do for those in the front seat,” Ingram said. “Seat belts save lives.”
Continue HERE

FTA Seeks To Amend Project Management Oversight Rules
editor@aashto.org August 30, 2019
The Federal Transit Administration this week filed notice in the Federal Register to limit the number of projects that will be required to submit to its
project management oversight.
The agency said under its proposed rule that definition would shift from one based on the type of project or total project cost to one based on both the
amount of Federal financial assistance and the total project cost; data points FTA views as “a more appropriate benchmark.”
“FTA has become much more knowledgeable about the risks inherent in major capital projects, having conducted its own risk assessments since 2005,”
the agency said in its filing. “FTA has also witnessed some project sponsors’ lack of management capacity and capability and appropriate project controls
for some projects, and studied the reasons for cost and schedule changes on many major capital projects.”
The proposed rule would also increase that project cost “threshold” for all fixed guideway capital projects to $300 million or more and requires that said
projects receive $100 million or more in Federal investment to be subject to project management oversight.
Under this default, the number of current projects undergoing project management oversight would decrease by forty-nine, out of a total of eightyeight major capital projects under construction, allowing FTA to focus on higher-risk projects.
The rule changes being proposed by FTA would also bring its project management oversight duties “into compliance with recent statutory changes” by
conducting oversight reviews on a quarterly basis – absent findings by the agency that a project require more frequent oversight – while applying project
management oversight to major capital projects receiving Federal financial assistance under any provision of Federal law.

Funding Opportunities
FTA 5310 Funds for the Mobile Urban Area
Fiscal Year 2020 Mobile Urban Area FTA 5310 Grant Applications Now Available
The 5310 funds are for Enhanced Mobility for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities. The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission is the
designated recipient for the Mobile Urban Area. The application for FY2020 funds can be found on the Mobile MPO website HERE. An Information
Session will be held Tuesday, September 10th at the GM&O Building located at 110 Beauregard Street, Mobile, AL 36602 in the 2 nd floor training room.
For more information, email mwilliamson@sarpc.org.
Here is the schedule for the competitive application process.
DATE
August 30th, 2019
September 10th, 2019 at 10:00 am

October 11th, 2019 by NOON
October 2019

ACTIVITY
Program Announcement and dissemination of
grant applications
Information Session – GM&O Building at 110
Beauregard Street, Mobile, AL 36602 (2nd floor
training room)
Deadline for submission of applications
Selection committee convenes to review
applications

TBA
TBA
TBA

Awards Announced
Grant application to FTA vis TRAMS
Vehicle Order Submission

For more information, email mwilliamson@sarpc.org

Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging and Disability
Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to match Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307), Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and People
with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This information has been publicized HERE

Emergency Coastal Resilience Fund 2019 Request for Proposals (deadline
11/12/19)

Full Proposal Due Date: Tuesday, November 12th, 2019 by 11:59 p.m. EDT

Applicant Webinars
Coastal communities impacted by hurricanes Florence and Michael, and 2018 wildfires:
Wednesday, September 4, 2019 at 1:00-2:00 p.m. EDT
Coastal communities impacted by Typhoon Yutu:
Tuesday, September 10th 2019 at 6:30-7:30 p.m. EDT /
Wednesday, September 11th 2019 at 8:30-9:30 a.m. ChST

OVERVIEW
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), in coordination with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) as per the
Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2019 (P.L. 116-20), is announcing the Emergency Coastal Resilience Fund to support projects that increase the
resilience of coastal communities impacted by hurricanes Florence and Michael, Typhoon Yutu, and wildfires in 2018. The Emergency Coastal Resilience
Fund will support projects that strengthen natural systems at a scale that will increase protection for communities and critical assets against the future
impacts of storms, floods, and other natural hazards. These investments will enable communities to better withstand and recover more quickly from events,
while also enhancing important habitats for fish and wildlife populations.
NFWF will award approximately $48 million in grants to create, expand, and restore natural systems and nature-based infrastructure to: (1) reduce the
impacts of coastal storm surge, sea-level rise, wave velocity, flooding, debris flow, stormwater run-off, and other natural hazards on coastal communities;
and (2) strengthen the ecological integrity and functionality of coastal ecosystems to protect communities and to enhance fish and wildlife and their
associated habitats see HERE

FY 2019 Land and Water Conservation Fund Application Workshop Notification
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is sponsoring a LWCF application workshop on Wednesday, September 11, 2019, at the
Center for Commerce, 401 Adams Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama in the 7 th Floor Auditorium.

To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov.

Just For Fun

(THIS IS SATIRE, AND JUST FOR FUN)

Did you know that an island....”IS LAND”, and should not, could not, be floating.

Most of us know the dangers of hurricanes. Dorian’s destructive path has left everyone on the Gulf Coast with an uneasy feeling. Speaking of uneasy feelings, how
would like to see an island floating by your house? A man in South Carolina witnessed that very thing. Just for Fun, this is a very inefficient mode of transportation,
but HERE we are looking at (warning explicit language).

https://www.live5news.com/2019/09/06/lowcountry-man-captures-surreal-video-island-trees-floating-by-during-hurricane-dorian/

In the News
Opposition to tolls kills an Alabama highway and bridge project
(From THE BOND BUYER)
by
Shelly Sigo
Published
September 05 2019

A successful anti-toll road movement led Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey to kill a plan to build the $2.1 billion Interstate 10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway
project, which recently received federal environmental approval.
Ivey’s decision was announced after the Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization in Baldwin County voted to remove the I-10 project from its
Transportation Improvement Plan, making the public-private partnership project ineligible to receive federal funds. HERE

Baldwin Co. leaders work toward new I-10 bridge option as feds approve project
by Cory Pippin

Wednesday, September 4th 2019
(WPMI) Baldwin Co. leaders work toward new I-10 bridge option as feds approve project

BALDWIN COUNTY, Ala. (WPMI) — A recent announcement by the Federal Highway Administration to approve the Mobile River Bridge replacement has
reignited hopes that the project can be revived in a different form.
Federal highway officials say their approval was simply procedural, and the project moving forward all depends on state and local leaders working
together.
Baldwin County officials hope they can work with state officials to find an option without a toll.
The Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization has made it clear that they will not support a bridge project with tolls.
The ESMPO voted one week ago to remove the project from its Transportation Improvement Plan. It's a move that eliminated ALDOT's chances of
receiving federal funding.

Jack Burrell, Fairhope City Council President and MPO board member, said Governor Kay Ivey's response to end the project was disappointing.
"Our intent was not to kill the bridge project. Our intent was to change the method in which they wanted to fund the project, and the scope of the
project," said Burrell.
However, Burrell said the Federal Highway Administration's recent approval still gives local and state leaders a chance to come to terms.
"It gives us a little time to work with the state to try to come up with other options. It's not an option to do nothing," Burrell said. "I just want to extend
an olive branch to the state government to say 'Hey, lets sit down like big boys and big girls and talk about it'."
Burrell said he met with State Senator Chris Elliott on Wednesday to discuss other options, which he hopes the Governor and ALDOT will consider.
"Mobile and Baldwin counties contribute 30 percent of the revenue to the state of Alabama. You can't just ignore those people, and I don't think they
do," said Burrell.
Kevin Spriggs, a Spanish Fort business owner, believes getting more than six percent in federal funding should be a top priority.
"If ALDOT will join and move in the right direction that the rest of us want to move in, then we should make a concerted effort to make Washington pay
their share of this project," Spriggs said.
Some people have questioned whether the state can move forward using only private funding from bidders.
However, federal officials told NBC 15 for that to happen the project still must appear on the MPO's transportation plan.

Federal notice renews I-10 project worries
Posted Sep 04, 2019
B y J o h n S h ar p | j sh ar p @ al . c o m

Concerns raised on social media Wednesday suggested that the Interstate 10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project’s appearance on a federal
website amounted to an attempt to resurrect it one week after Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey declared the $2.1 billion development “dead.”
But the public notice on the Federal Register amounts to a “routine procedural step” unrelated to de cisions last week that led to the unraveling of
the massive project, state and federal officials say.
The public notice was filed on Aug. 30, two days after the Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization met in Fairhope and voted to remove
the project from its Transportation Improvement Plan or TIP. Minutes after that vote, Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey declared the project “dead.”
“It’s a process that was in motion before the vote by the Eastern Shore MPO to remove the I-10 project from their (TIP),” said Tony Harris, spokesman
with the Alabama Department of Transportation. “Federal highway officials are certainly aware of the Eastern Shore MPO’s deci sion, and there’s no
change in ALDOT’s position. Our project team has ceased project development efforts.”

How the I-10 project was killed
The project has been in the planning stages, in one form over another, since the late 90s. On Wednesday, Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey declared it was "dead"
following reaction to an unpopular toll plan. Here is what happened and how the project unraveled.
Mike Reynard, a spokesman with the Federal Highway Administration, said that the federal agency was aware of the MPO’s vote and Ivey’s decision
to declare the project “dead.”
He said that ALDOT, as the project’s sponsor, is the agency in charge of determining whether it should move forward. He also said that projects also
have to be included in MPO-approved TIPs to receive much-needed federal funding in order to move forward.
“ALDOT is responsible for the next decisions,” said Reynard. “It’s up to the state on how to move forward.”

The Aug. 30 addition to the Federal Register amounts to an official public notice of the FHWA’s approval of the final Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) that occurred on Aug. 15, when the project was still under consideration.
Reynard said he was unsure why the public notice was issued on Aug. 30, rather than closer to Aug. 15 when the final decisions were made by the
FHWA. The approval of both the EIS and ROD were the only actions that FHWA were scheduled to take ahead of ALDOT seeking bids for the project.
Alabama Auditor Jim Zeigler, who first raised concerns about the Aug. 30 date, said he had been concerned that no one with ALDOT or Ivey’s office
had contacted the FHWA to alert them that the project was declared “dead.”
Zeigler is the administrator of an anti-toll Facebook page that has amassed over 54,000 followers, and was instrumental in pushing the public
opposition against the state’s plan to assess a $6 one-way toll on the I-10 project.
“My group will be vigilant in watching for any signs of (resurrecting) this toll project,” Zeigler said, after being informed that the addition of the
project to the Federal Register was viewed as a routine matter and unrelated to ALDOT’s decision -making.
It’s been exactly one week since the Eastern Shore MPO, out of concern with overwhelmingly public outrage over ALDOT’s plans to assess a toll to
finance the project, voted to remove the project from its fiscal year 2020-23 TIP. The fiscal year begins on Oct. 1.
ALDOT had long said that without tolls, the massive project could not be financed. The state had considered moving forward with the I -10 project
through a public-private partnership or P3, and requests for proposals were expected to go out this fall.
A final bid on an private concessionaire – which would have the authority to oversee the administration of the project, including the toll plan, for
over 50 years – was expected to be finalized in March 2020

Amid I-10 fallout, Ivey weighs Amtrak’s Mobile return
Posted Aug 31, 2019

AP
In this March 4, 2019 file photo Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey speaks at a news conference in Beauregard, Ala. (A P Photo/Vasha Hunt, File)
42

By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com and Lawrence Specker | lspecker@al.com
How Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey’s office handles the looming return of passenger rail to Mobile could be scrutinized in the coming weeks following the
demise of the Interstate 10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project.
A Southern Rail Commission meeting is scheduled for 9 a.m. on Sept. 9 at the RSA Plaza Building in downtown Montgomery, and right in Ivey’s
backyard where she remains the lone holdout in support of bringing Amtrak service back to the Gulf Coast.
Ivey is not expected to attend the meeting according to Wiley Blankenship, an Alabama representative on the SRC. But he said there will be “key
lawmakers” who will be at the group’s quarterly meeting in which the state’s involvement in reviving Gulf Coast rail service will be front and center.
The project continues to generate momentum after U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao, during an appearance in Biloxi Thursday, announced
$4.36 million in Restoration and Enhancement (R&E) grants were going toward the financing of the first year of operations of a new “statesupported” Mobile-to-New Orleans route.
The money will leverage $1.4 million in combined commitments from Louisiana and Mississippi.
“We are hopeful that we might be able to see something happen on the Alabama side of things in the very near future so we can participate,” said
Blankenship, who is president and CEO of the Coastal Alabama Partnership.
The award follows a recent $33 million federal grant through the Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) program to
complete improvements to the rail line necessary for passenger rail restoration. The line is currently used for freight service only by CSX.
“We are always grateful when federal grants bring Alabama tax dollars back to work for the people who sent them to Washington in the first place,”
said Ivey, in a statement to AL.com Friday. “We are continuing to look into the Southern Rail Commission and others to help answer some vitally
important questions such as what would be the long-term costs/benefits if passenger rail service returns to the Gulf Coast? Also, what will the
financial costs be to the City of Mobile, Mobile County and the State of Alabama once the grant money is used up?” Continue HERE

Orange Beach tables Wolf Bay bridge proposal
Posted by John Mullen | Aug 29, 2019 | Baldwin County, Latest | 0 |

(Reprinted with permission from the LAGNIAPPE)

While the $2.1 billion plan to build a new Mobile Bay bridge had the plug pulled on it yesterday, another bridge effort in south Baldwin County has
suffered a setback as well.
A breakdown in negotiations between the City of Orange Beach and property owner George Barber has put the proposed Wolf Bay bridge’s status in
limbo.
“At this point in time, we have not been able to come to a deal with Mr. (George) Barber that we feel like justifies building the bridge,” Mayor Tony
Kennon said. “We’re just going to put it on hold until he reevaluates and, in his reevaluation, decides that he can work with us on what we need to make
it a possibility. We need all of his property to come into Orange Beach and that’s no secret.”
Barber is a major landowner where the northern footing of the bridge will land and is also the owner of the massive Barber Marina just east of that
landing site. The Barber family is also the owner of Barber’s Dairy based out of Birmingham for many years.
“There’s no bad faith or ill will with Mr. Barber it’s just that there’s differencing of opinions on what’s best for each of us,” Kennon said.
The other major property owner vital to the project is David Lawrenz and his property is already in the city limits, Kennon said. According to tax records,
the Century Plaza Company is listed as the owner of several parcels as well.
Kennon says his city will still pursue the bridge but wants to make sure it’s a good investment.
“It’s important for Orange Beach to have a deal that benefits us and justifies building a $70 million bridge,” Kennon said. “It’s not to say that Mr. Barber
is right or wrong or we’re right or wrong it’s just that at this point we don’t feel like we have a deal that is in our best interest and justifies it.
We’re going to put it on hold and continue and negotiate and see if maybe in the future something can happen but right now it’s on hold.”
Kennon said the background work on the bridge will continue including the design which is about three-quarters done and already paid for. The Army
Corps of Engineers is still processing a permit for the project.
“They told us nine to 12 months every nine to 12 months,” Kennon said. “I guess when the Corps does it the Corps does it. I don’t know what to expect
but they keep saying nine to 12 months. It really is absurd that you’ve got money to build a bridge that you need and you can’t get the Corps to get the
permit done. It’s really ridiculous.”

Silverhill Council passes resolution at special meeting
Posted Tuesday, September 3, 2019 11:41 am

By John Underwood
SILVERHILL — The Silverhill Town Council voted during a special meeting on Monday, Aug. 26 to pass a resolution adopting a Transportation Plan for the
Town.
The resolution is a requirement of the Rebuild Alabama Act, which was passed in March by the State Legislature, increasing the gasoline and undyed
diesel excise taxes by 6 cents per gallon affective Sept. 1. An additional 2-cent tax will be levied beginning Oct. 1 of 2020 and 2021 with additional tax
adjustments, not to exceed 1-cent per gallon, to be levied effective Oct. 1, 2023 and every other year thereafter on July 1.
Municipalities and county governments throughout the state will receive funding through the tax levy for roadway improvements, repairs, resurfacing,
reconstruction or maintenance. The funds could also be used as match monies for any state or federal grant funded projects to perform roadway
improvements, repairs, resurfacing, reconstruction or maintenance.
The Rebuild Alabama Act requires all municipalities to pass a resolution by Aug. 31 submitting a transportation plan, but the plan can be amended
throughout the fiscal year.
Officials estimated the town will receive approximately $11,000 in 2020 from the tax.
At its meeting Aug. 19, Silverhill Mayor Jared Lyles said the meeting could also be used to address items for the upcoming fiscal year budget, which
begins Oct. 1.
The council voted to change its Sept. 2 meeting to Sept. 3 because of the Labor Day holiday.

Eastern Shore MPO plans road projects for 2020

Turn lanes at Gayfer Road at the US 98 intersection are one project planned by the Eastern Shore MPO for 2020.
GUY BUSBY
Posted Monday, September 2, 2019 6:00 am
By Guy Busby
FAIRHOPE – The Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization will decide in September to approve highway improvement projects around the area
including four major works worth more than $2.8 million.
The MPO is a body of government officials that approve the use of federal highway funds in their area. The Eastern Shore MPO serves Spanish Fort,
Loxley, Daphne, Fairhope and the surrounding unincorporated areas.
The MPO is scheduled to vote Sept. 25 on the Transportation Improvement Plan for 2020 through 2024 for the Eastern Shore area. The TIP was on the
agenda for the Aug. 28 meeting, but after a discussion on removing the Mobile River Interstate 10 bridge project from the plan ran four hours, board
members voted to move the rest of the discussion to their September meeting.
The plan includes several major projects for 2020.
One item is the construction of turn lanes on Gayfer Avenue at the intersection of US 98. The total cost of the project is $744,000 with $595,000 coming
from MPO funds and $148,800 being paid by the city of Fairhope.
Also in the plan is widening the right of way on Baldwin County 64 from Alabama 181 to Baldwin County 54 East. The project also includes a traffic circle
at Rigby and Austin roads. The total cost would be $300,000. The MPO would pay $240,000 and the Baldwin County Commission would provide $60,000.
Moving utilities for the widening of Baldwin County 64 is also on the list at a total cost of $500,000. The MPO will provide $400,000 and the County
Commission will pay $100,000.
Another project on the list includes intersection improvements at Baldwin County 64 and Pollard Road and the resurfacing of 64 from US 98 to Baldwin
County 13. The total cost of that project is $1.3 million with the MPO providing $1.04 million and the city of Daphne paying $160,000.
The MPO is also working on a long-range improvement plan extending to 2045. The board voted Aug. 28 to hire the firm of J.R. Wilburn and Associates
at a cost of $119,700. The MPO will pay $95,760, Loxley will pay $1,197, Spanish Fort will pay $2,394, Fairhope will pay $5,985, Daphne will pay $8,379
and Baldwin County will pay $5,985. Local payment amounts are based on the percentage of population of the municipality or unincorporated area of
the county within the MPO area.

Transportation Research
FHWA Webinar on 9/26 to Address Virtual Public Involvement
Date: September 05, 2019
On September 26, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m., the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) will present a webinar on Virtual Public Involvement, one of the agency’s
featured initiatives through the Every Day Counts program to promote innovation. This webinar is the third in a series and will focus on story maps, online
tools in the field, and creative use of short videos, with speakers representing state and regional agencies that have direct experience with conducting virtual
public involvement. Learn more and register online here.

Experts Emphasize Communication, Teamwork in Transportation Planning
Eleanor Lamb August 22, 2019

Fruitful partnerships between state departments of transportation and metropolitan planning organizations depend on communication, collaboration
and inclusion, according to transportation experts.
Darryl Fields, senior transportation planner at the Mid-America Regional Council, said successful projects come from frequent collaboration with
government agencies and planning organization partners. MARC serves the Kansas City metropolitan area, representing two states, two Federal Highway
Administration divisions and eight counties (four each in Kansas and Missouri). Fields spoke at a webinar hosted by FHWA on Aug. 21, which was held
as part of the agency’s Talking Freight seminar series.
Kansas City is an important freight hub, containing four intermodal hubs, a massive rail center and an inland waterway. Fields said past collaborative
successes include the reconstruction of the interchange linking interstates 435 and 470 to U.S. Route 71 south of Kansas City and flyover rail crossings.
“An important aspect in any business are successful relationships. We, as public policy providers, must maintain agency cooperation and participation,”
Fields said. “Freight has no boundaries.”
Yatman Kwan, chief of the California Department of Transportation’s Office of Freight Planning, agreed with Fields, stating that regular collaboration
fosters better work between transportation agencies and planning groups. Kwan and his team developed a survey geared toward state DOTs and
metropolitan planning organizations. The purpose was to learn how often these entities regularly interacted, the extent of their involvement in one
another’s work and their biggest concerns related to freight.
From the survey, Kwan determined that the best practices are found in MPOs and DOTs that frequently reach out to each other and maintain reliable
points of contact. State agencies reported various ways in which they work with MPOs. For example, MPOs are represented on Michigan DOT’s task
teams devoted to developing long-range transportation plans. Tennessee DOT created an Office of Community Transportation, which regularly
communicates with members of planning organizations.
Challenges remain for smaller MPOs that sometimes feel overlooked, according to the survey results. A few MPOs reported they don’t have regular
meetings with their DOT counterparts.
“[Some] small MPOs feel neglected in statewide efforts and meetings. Some MPOs felt some DOTs are very siloed,” Kwan said. “[They] would like to see
more ongoing conversation.”
Kenneth Kao, principal planner within the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s Programming and Allocations Section, said he and his team work
closely with Caltrans, holding quarterly meetings with the agency’s Freight Advisory Committee. MTC covers the San Francisco Bay area, encompassing
7.5 million people and nine counties. MTC and Caltrans work together to identify common goals (a recent example was the assignment of critical urban
and rural freight corridors).
The Northern California megaregion, which includes San Francisco, Monterey Bay, Sacramento and the northern San Joaquin Valley, is an important area
for freight movement, according to Kao. Specifically, the area facilitates the movement of various agricultural products and goods from the Port of
Oakland.
“We’re linked very closely with transportation and economic links within our region as well as with neighboring MPOs,” Kao said. “Northern California
is an important part of the national freight movement puzzle.”
FHWA’s next Talking Freight seminar will be held Aug. 28 and focus on using real-time information to improve supply chain efficiency.

Traffic Congestion Keeps Climbing, Says Latest Urban Mobility Report
editor@aashto.org August 23, 2019

Gridlock on America’s roadways is increasing, according to the 2019 Urban Mobility Report published by the Texas A&M Transportation Institute – in
part due to job growth that is “exacerbating” the nation’s traffic woes.
The United States added 1.9 million jobs from 2016 to 2017, TTI note in its report – slower growth than the 2.3 million-plus growth in four of the five
previous years, but more than enough keep pushing vehicle traffic volumes upwards.
The group added that its data – gathered from 494 urban areas across all states and Puerto Rico and supported by INRIX, a provider of transportation
data and analytics – extends back to 1982.
Since that time, the number of jobs in the nation has grown almost nonstop by just over 50 percent to 153 million currently – adding that the 2008–
2009 recession produced only a brief pause in traffic congestion growth, which bounced back at an even quicker pace than the associated job recovery.
As a result, over that 26-year period from 1982 to 2018:
•

The number of hours per commuter lost to traffic delay has nearly tripled, climbing to 54 hours a year.

•
•
•

The annual cost of that delay per commuter has nearly doubled to $1,010.
The nationwide cost of gridlock has grown more than tenfold to $166 billion a year.
The amount of fuel wasted sitting in stalled traffic has more than tripled to 3.3 billion gallons a year.

“No single approach will ever solve this complex problem,” said Tim Lomax, a report author and TTI regents fellow, in a statement. “We know what
works. What the country needs is a robust, information-powered conversation at the local, state, and national levels about what steps should be taken.
We have many strategies; we have to figure out the right solution for each problem and a way to pay for them.”
That includes squeezing as much efficiency out of the existing system as possible, reducing demand through telework, better balancing demand and
roadway capacity by adjusting work hours, smarter land use, and building “more of everything” when it comes to transportation infrastructure – roads
and transit system capacity alike.
Simply put, travel demand is growing faster than the system’s ability to absorb that demand, the report noted. “The problem affects not only commuters,
but also manufacturers and shippers whose travel delay costs are passed on to consumers,” explained Bill Eisele, a report author and TTI senior research
engineer.
For example, “while trucks constitute only 7 percent of road traffic, they account for 12 percent of congestion cost,” he said.
“The value of investing in our nation’s transportation infrastructure in a strategic and effective manner cannot be overstated as these added costs impact
our national productivity, quality of life, economic efficiency and global competitiveness,” noted Marc Williams, deputy executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation, which funded the TTI research. “Eventually, we’re talking billions of wasted hours, and the cost of delay at that scale is
just enormous.”

ADECA seeks public input into 2020 Census Grant Program
With the 2020 Census drawing closer, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is seeking public input for a grant program to assist
with local outreach efforts.
Alabama’s goal for the 2020 Census is to obtain high participation in every Alabama community, municipality and county. ADECA issued the Request for
Information related to $1 million in funding allocated to the agency in the 2020 Education Trust Fund budget for the 2020 Census Grant Program. The
RFI is available on the ADECA website. The public comments about the grant program will be accepted in writing until 5 p.m. on Friday, July 12.
The one-time grant funding is to be expended by ADECA, in coordination with the State Department of Education, to assist local community outreach
efforts designed to encourage Alabama residents to complete the 2020 Census count. All grants will be awarded by Dec. 31 in preparation for the census
count in March and April 2020.
After the public comment period, ADECA will work to design the full process and establish deadlines for this grant program which will provide funding
assistance to help with local, grassroots outreach efforts, specifically those in hard-to-count areas and groups. The agency will host a grant application
workshop once all the procedures are in place and applications are ready to be accepted.
Direct link to Request for Information:
document: http://adeca.alabama.gov/about/Documents/2020%20Census%20Grant%20Program%20RFI.pdf
ADECA has set the date for the 2020 Census Grant Program application workshop on Wednesday, September 4 at 10 a.m. and again at 1:30 p.m. in the
Alabama Center for Commerce in Montgomery. At this workshop, we will release the details of the grant program and give an overview. The application
period is planned to open on the same day as the workshop.
Please note that preregistration is required and seating is limited. ADECA will also record the workshop and post the video to www.census.alabama.gov
for those unable to attend.

TRB TCRP Report on Dialysis Transportation
The Transportation Research Board’s (TRB) Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) has released a pre-publication version of Research Report
203: Dialysis Transportation: Intersection of Transportation and Healthcare. The report responds to major concerns of public transportation agencies
about the rising demand and costs to provide kidney dialysis trips and about experiences showing these trips require service more specialized than
public transportation is designed to provide.
The report documents the complicated relationship of two different industries—public transportation and healthcare, each with its own perspective
and requirements—to highlight problems, identify strategies addressing concerns, and suggest options that may be more appropriate for dialysis
transportation.
Accompanying the report are a supplemental report and Excel spreadsheet. The Supplemental Report includes, along with a literature review and
results from the project’s surveys, an assessment of the comprehensive data provided by the U.S. Renal Data System. The community data tool is
an Excel forecasting tool.
Learn more and access the reports and tool here.

Red light deaths at 10-year high
BY TAL AXELROD - 08/29/19

The number of deaths caused by drivers running red lights has hit a 10-year high, sparking AAA to urge both drivers and pedestrians to exercise increased
caution at traffic signals.
AAA told The Associated Press that two people are killed every day by drivers who don’t stop for signals. It added that, according to a study of the most
recent data available, 939 people were killed in 2017 by vehicles blowing through red lights. AAA says that’s the highest death toll since 2008, and 28
percent higher than 2012.
“Drivers who decide to run a red light when they could have stopped safely are making a reckless choice that puts other road users in danger,” David
Yang, executive director of AAA’s Foundation for Traffic Safety, told the AP.
AAA also told the news service that it found that 28 percent of crash deaths at intersections with signals occurred because a driver passed through a red
light.
The association said it is unsure why the numbers are on the rise, particularly considering that the total number of highway fatalities has only increased
10 percent since 2012.
Brian Tefft, a senior researcher for the AAA Foundation, told the AP that the fact that more people are driving farther distances since the Great Depression
does not account for the spike in red-light deaths. He suspects that distracted driving, along with poorly timed traffic lights, plays a role.
“I wish we had a better answer than we do,” he said, adding that the answer likely lay beyond the bounds of the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s study of fatal crash data.
To reverse the rise, AAA recommended that governments boost the use of red light cameras to increase enforcement. It encouraged drivers to tap their
breaks when approaching a light to warn other drivers of a possible stop and waiting for a moment after a light turns green to proceed through an
intersection.
AAA urged pedestrians and cyclists to try to remain visible, make eye contact with drivers if possible and avoid wearing headphones while walking or
riding.

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected from a
variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms related to
transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist within the federal
government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·

Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.

·

None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for pedestrian.

·
The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word, phrase or acronym.
For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

