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US 45 Feasibility Study

The next public input meeting for the US 45 Feasibility Study will be August 1 st at the City of Prichard Council Chambers in City Hall from 5:30
to 7:00PM. June 28th was the first public meeting for the US 45 Feasibility Study, and was held at Leflore High School. The meeting was well
Recently Completed Planning attended by nearly 70 people. Mobile City Councilman Levon Manzie was on hand to guide the meeting and answer questions. Nick Amberger,
Studies
the City of Mobile Engineer was also present and assisted in answering questions posed by the public. Mr. Drew Davis with Volkert and Mr.
Clifton Lambert with CERM presented the attendees with preliminary ideas developed in previous Advisory Committee meetings. These
Destination 2040 Long Range
included road diets, sidewalk improvements, bike lanes, and roundabouts at key intersections. The presentation, maps from the meeting, and
Transportation Plan
comment form are available on our website HERE.
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FREIGHT
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission will be housing a South Alabama Freight Forum (SAFF). This forum will meet probably twice
a year, and talk about freight issues in terms of our surface infrastructure. We want to know what the problems are, and develop
solutions. This will also be an opportunity to inform the freight community about various surface infrastructure projects like Water Street, the
I-10 Mobile River Bridge, etc.; we will keep you posted.
As most of you know, the Mobile MPO has been trying to update its freight plan as an element to the Long Range Transportation Plan. We
purchased data from INRIX to give a snap shot of where trucks are coming from and going to. In the travel demand modeling world, this is an
important piece of information. To help validate the truck data, we are working with APM Terminals to try and nail down where the container
trucks are coming from and going to. One day a quarter, APM Terminal will have on-board tablets for drivers to answer a series of questions
in terms of where they came from, where is their return trip, if they came in from outside of Mobile County, which direction did they come
from, etc; the data is exciting and interesting. Below is a flow map from the survey data in terms of container trucks going to the container
terminal at Choctaw Point. Click the link for the survey results:

tpiper@sarpc.org

http://www.mobilempo.org/freightplanning.html
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TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2016-2019) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile study
area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area Destination
2040. The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP
projects that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are
programmed into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities
established by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For other
projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding categories. Most often, projects
in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for transportation improvements and becomes a
part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out.
2016-2019 E-TIP HERE

Stay Up To Date on the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project:
http://mobileriverbridge.com/
Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
The target start date or project engineers estimated amount has changed for the following :
Project : 100068535 Federal aid number : STPMB 4918 County : MOBILE
Project Description : ADDITIONAL LANES WITH REALIGNMENT ON CR-56 FROM 0.28 MILE WEST OF ELIZA JORDAN ROAD TO SNOW ROAD
Urban Area : 067 MOBILE
Target Start Date : 11/4/2022
Engineers Estimate : $9,900,000.00
Project : 100068534 Federal aid number : STPMB 4918 County : MOBILE
Project Description : ADDITIONAL LANES WITH REALIGNMENT ON CR-56 FROM 0.28 MILE WEST OF ELIZA JORDAN ROAD TO SNOW ROAD
Urban Area : 067 MOBILE
Target Start Date : 10/1/2021
Engineers Estimate : $1,000,000.00
Project : 100068533 Federal aid number : STPMB 4918 County : MOBILE
Project Description : ADDITIONAL LANES WITH REALIGNMENT ON CR-56 FROM 0.28 MILE WEST OF ELIZA JORDAN ROAD TO SNOW ROAD
Urban Area : 067 MOBILE
Target Start Date : 9/1/2021
Engineers Estimate : $1,500,000.00
Project : 100068532 Federal aid number : STPMB 4918 County : MOBILE
Project Description : ADDITIONAL LANES WITH REALIGNMENT ON CR-56 FROM 0.28 MILE WEST OF ELIZA JORDAN ROAD TO SNOW ROAD

Urban Area : 067 MOBILE
Target Start Date : 10/1/2019
Engineers Estimate : $1,300,000.00

Projects in Region Let July 27th, 2018
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
None at this time
MOBILE COUNTY
For constructing the Bridge Replacement and Approaches on Dunlap Drive over Pinto Pass in Mobile. Length 0.085 mi.
The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $719,667 to $879,593 .
BALDWIN COUNTY
None at this time
What’s Under Construction?
Project Status

Legislative Updates
House Republicans Aiming to Release Infrastructure Plan
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Bill Shuster (R-PA) has been working for months on a legislative framework for
infrastructure that could be released as early as next week. The plan is expected to take a different approach than the Trump plan, in part by
focusing on Highway Trust Fund solvency. It is unknown if Ranking Member Peter DeFazio (D-OR) will co-sponsor the proposal, and there is
little hope that it will go anywhere this fall. Shuster plans to release the bill before the August recess to set the agenda for Republicans in the
new Congress if Republicans hold the chamber, and as a part of his legacy as Chairman. Shuster is retiring at the end of this Congress in January.
FRA
Issues
Funding
Opportunity
with
$318
Million
for
Capital
Projects
The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has announced a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the Consolidated Rail Infrastructure
and Safety Improvements (CRISI) Program which includes over $318 million in grant funding. The CRISI program funds projects that improve
safety and efficiency of intercity passenger rail and freight rail. Of the available funds, 25 percent will go towards rural communities and
preference will be given to projects with a 50 percent non-federal funding match from a combination of private, state, or local funds.
Applications are due September 17 and a webinar will be held August 8. More information on the webinar can be found below in the
Opportunities section.

Court blocks EPA policy against enforcing truck pollution rule
BY TIMOTHY CAMA - 07/18/18 02:59 PM EDT

A federal appeals court on Wednesday blocked a Trump administration policy that sought to ignore a regulation limiting sales of trucks that
environmental groups called “super-polluting.”
The policy memo at issue said EPA wouldn’t enforce a 2016 regulation from the Obama administration that sought to put a cap on sales of
“glider trucks,” new heavy trucks with older chassis and engines that do not meet current air pollution rules.
Former EPA head Scott Pruitt issued the memo on July 6, the day he resigned from the agency.
In granting a Tuesday motion from green groups to stop the policy, a three-judge panel said the stay is intended “to give the court sufficient
opportunity to consider the emergency motion and should not be construed in any way as a ruling on the merits of that motion.”
Environmental groups had argued that the July 6 “no action assurance” memo is illegal because it essentially overturns a regulation without
going through the usual process to do so, including giving public notice and taking comments.
The green groups argued further that allowing unlimited sales of glider trucks is a major threat to air quality, citing EPA’s own research findings
that found that gliders emit as much as 43 times the nitrogen oxides as new trucks and 55 times the particulate matter.
“The D.C. Circuit’s swift action highlights the extreme nature of this lawless attempt to put more ultra-dirty trucks on our roads,” Vera Pardee,
senior counsel at the Center for Biological Diversity, said of the court’s decision. The group is one of the organizations that sued over the policy.
Continue HERE
Lawmakers, Administration Officials Tout Weather-Resilient Infrastructure
Eugene Mulero | Staff Reporter Transport Topics
July 19, 2018 9:45 AM, EDT

Smashed poles and snarled power lines brought down by Hurricane Maria in Humacao, Puerto Rico. (Carlos Giusti/Associated Press)
WASHINGTON — Last year’s destruction of critical infrastructure due to massive hurricanes and severe wildfires along the West Coast
reinforces the long-term benefits of investing in resilient reconstruction efforts, a top Republican transportation authorizer in the House said
July 18.
“Mitigation projects, particularly pre-disaster, are a wise investment of federal dollars and the only way we, as a nation, will be able to change
the direction of rising disaster costs and losses,” said Rep. Lou Barletta (R-Pa.), chairman of the Economic Development, Public Buildings and
Emergency Management Subcommittee. “It makes no sense for us to continue to rebuild the same way disaster after disaster.”
Studies from federal agencies, research institutions and industry stakeholders argue for utilizing resilient infrastructure when rebuilding
communities and transportation corridors destroyed by extreme weather events, such as super hurricanes, Barletta explained. The chairman
also emphasized that for every dollar of federal investment in mitigation, a return of $4 to $8 is realized.

Barletta
As Congress debates the merits of investing in mitigation, the panel’s ranking Democrat, Rep. Dina Titus of Nevada, reminded colleagues of
the struggles residents of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands continue to endure. Both islands were hit hard by hurricanes last year. The
collapse of critical freight corridors and power lines hindered the islands’ agriculture markets and vital tourism industries.
Since the start of hurricane season June 1, a hurricane downgraded to a tropical storm that struck Puerto Rico left more than 40,000 homes
and businesses without power temporarily, Titus noted.
“In the midst of hurricane season, numerous homes in both Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands still have blue plastic tarps as roofs due to
damage caused by last year’s hurricanes. The intended lifespan of these tarps is 30 days,” Titus said.
Hurricanes that struck Texas and Florida also took out freight corridors, paralyzed commuter traffic for weeks, and damaged homes and
warehouses. President Donald Trump congratulated his team’s response to the hurricanes.
Officials addressing the subcommittee about the Trump administration’s readiness for handling this year’s hurricane season agreed investing
in resilient infrastructure is worthwhile. Continue HERE

With new tech coming online, cities need a department of urban
testing
Shaun AbrahamsonContributor
Shaun Abrahamson is a managing partner at Urban Us Ventures and serves on the Investment Committee at URBAN-X.
More posts by this contributor
•

How should startups work with city governments?
The design and operation of cities is the province of urban planning. But an explosion of startups in cities means a lot of new products and services
for urban areas. The problem is, we don’t really know how people are going to use these new products and services.
“The company launched a trial service in Santa Monica just last year and when I first saw the scooters (parked literally outside of our office) I was
convinced nobody would want to ride them…The volume grew so steadily that I finally hopped on one, rode down to Bird’s offices and pleaded

with Travis to take money from us. I had literally never seen a consumer phenomenon take off so quickly,” says Mark Suster in All The Questions
You Wanted Answered about Bird Scooters and Their Recent $300 Million Funding.
There is no doubt Santa Monica scooter usage has benefited from a significant investment in bike lanes, as you can see from this map. If you
doubt this, take a look at what happens as you travel a little outside of Santa Monica, where bike infrastructure doesn’t exist. Scooter riders take
to sidewalks, just as they do on bikes. (I suspect data would also reveal less usage in these areas and that there are a lot of complaints in these
areas about the scooters.)

Adapting to new behavior
Just four-and-a-half years ago, people were stunned by the then huge valuation of Uber at over $3.5 billion. It took Uber just over four years to get
to that valuation. Now Uber is acquiring electric, dockless bike companies and investing in shared scooters, as they dial back their self-driving
activities. The chart below explains why.

The practice of sharing rides came out of nowhere five years ago, and two years ago, docked bike share seemed to be rewriting what was
possible with on-demand transportation. (Let’s see if/where scooters show up in Q1:19.) It’s hard to appreciate the impact of these new mobility
models until you look at them against some well-established existing modes of transportation like taxis and car rentals. These industries trace
their roots back to the explosion of the automobile with Model Ts a century ago and to when entrepreneurial companies like Hertz decided taxis
should be yellow to enhance their visibility for hailing. (And yes, that’s the same yellow Hertz car rental sign.) As the chart below shows, these
100-year-old industries are rapidly melting away in the face of on-demand competition. Continue HERE

Funding Opportunities
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and NOAA announced a partnership to restore, increase and strengthen natural
infrastructure to protect coastal communities, while also enhancing habitats for fish and wildlife. In its inaugural year, the National
Coastal Resilience Fund will invest up to $30 million in the restoration or expansion of natural features such as coastal marshes
and wetlands, dune and beach systems, oyster and coral reefs, mangroves, forests, coastal rivers, as well as barrier islands that
help minimize the impacts of storms, rising sea levels and other extreme events on nearby communities and infrastructure.
Proposals are due August 7, 2018, and the full Request for Proposals can be found here:
http://www.nfwf.org/coastalresilience/Pages/2018rfp.aspx
There will be a RFP overview webinar on July 11th.
The focus of the FY18 National Coastal Resilience Fund is on "shovel-ready" restoration and green infrastructure projects. The
non-federal match requirement is 1:1. The new partnership will focus investments on projects that have been prioritized in existing
community or regional resilience plans. Priority will be given to:
• Implementation of design-ready restoration projects that enhance resilience and reduce risk
• Planning and design projects to position communities for future implementation
• Projects that demonstrate the effectiveness of innovative approaches to enhance coastal resilience with natural infrastructure

In partnership with NOAA, NFWF will establish the National Coastal Resilience Fund and administer the program, as authorized by Title IX of
the National Oceans and Coastal Security Act. Both organizations will jointly establish criteria to review proposed projects for funding.
Note: Unfunded applications to the FY17 and FY18 Coastal Resilience Grants program will not be considered for the new grant program. OCM
or NFWF will be contacting previous applicants to inform them of the new funding availability and to encourage them to consider applying
should the objectives of the new announcement align with their interests.

-><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>
Heidi Stiller
NOAA Office for Coastal Management - Gulf Coast
263 13th Ave S; Office #303
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Office: 727.209.5969
Cell: 850.728.1810
Heidi.Stiller@noaa.gov

Buses and Bus Facilities Infrastructure Investment Program FY 2018 Notice
of Funding (deadline August 6 , 2018)
th

Date Posted: 6/21/2018
Date Closed: 8/06/2018
Opportunity ID:
FTA-2018-005-TPM-BUS
Grant Program:
Bus & Bus Facilities Infrastructure Investment Program
Opportunity Announcement PDF:
Buses and Bus Facilities Infrastructure Investment Program FY 2018 Notice of Funding

Details:
06/21/2018. Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO): Solicitation of Project Proposals for the 5339(b) Grants for Buses and Bus Facilities
Infrastructure Investment Program (Bus and Bus Infrastructure Program). The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announces the availability
of approximately $366.3 million of Fiscal Year 2018 funds for buses, bus facilities, and bus equipment. Synopses and full announcement will
be posted on Grants.gov as opportunity FTA-2018-005-TPM-BUS. Proposals must be submitted electronically through Grants.gov website
by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on August 6, 2018.
Summary: The purpose of the Bus and Bus Infrastructure Program is to assist in the financing of buses and bus facilities capital projects,
including replacing, rehabilitating, purchasing or leasing buses or related equipment, and rehabilitating, purchasing, constructing or leasing busrelated facilities.
Eligible Applicants: The Bus and Bus Infrastructure Program provides funds to designated recipients that allocate funds to fixed route bus
operators, and to states, and local governmental authorities that operate fixed route bus service.
Link and Instructions for attaching the supplemental form to the SF-424: All applicants must complete the supplemental form and attach
it to their submission in GRANTS.GOV.
Dates: An applicant must submit a proposal electronically by 11:59 PM Eastern Time on 8/6/2018. Any agency intending to apply should initiate
the process of registering on the GRANTS.GOV site to ensure completion of registration before the submission deadline. Sign up for email
updates -- enter your email address and choose the "Bus and Bus Facilities (5339)" category -- to receive more details.
For Further Information Contact: For information on this NOFO for the Bus and Bus Infrastructure Program, contact Mark G. Bathrick, Office
of Program Management, 202-366-9955, or consult our applicant FAQs.

FTA 5310 (Enhanced Mobility for Elderly and Individuals with Disabilities) Rural
(deadline August 10, 2018)
Tentative Schedule for the FY-2019 Grant Cycle Application HERE
Date

Activity

•

June 8, 2018

•

Program announcement and statewide dissemination of
grant applications

•

August 10, 2018

•

Deadline for applications to be submitted to the
Regional Planning Councils (for coordination plan
certification letter)

•

If Regional Planning Councils are applying for funding or
closely involved with an applicant’s application, this is
the deadline for submitting applications directly to
ALDOT (direct applications)

•

Deadline for Regional Planning Councils to submit all
other applications to ALDOT (endorsed applications)

•

August 17, 2018

•

August 2018

•

Selection committee convenes to review applications
and schedule site visits

•

TBA

•

Grant Application to FTA via TrAMS

•

TBA

•

Awards Announced

•

TBA

•

Vehicle Orders Placed

•

TBA

•

Vehicle Deliveries

This Section 5310 application is located on the website page listed below:
Alabama Department of Transportation
Local Transportation Bureau
Transit Section
1100 John Overton Drive
Montgomery, AL 36110
Telephone: (334) 353-6417
Fax: (334) 353-6451
E-mail: brookswi@dot.state.al.us
Website:
https://www.dot.state.al.us/ltweb/transit/index.html
Technical Assistance is available upon request.

Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging and
Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to match
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307), Enhanced Mobility
of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This information has been
publicized HERE

FHWA Offers New Funding for Innovative Demonstration Projects
New funding is available from the Federal Highway Administration’s Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program to encourage
the transportation community to adopt proven innovations. Funding or the AID Demonstration program, launched in 2014 as part of the
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act, was continued by the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act. Since AID
Demonstration was introduced, FHWA has provided more than $43 million for 61 awards.
Under the program, funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects that use proven innovations in any project phase, including
planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment and construction. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis
through Grants.gov, the federal government’s website for information on funding opportunities. For more information on the AID
Demonstration program, contact Ewa Flom of the FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation.
The FHWA continues the Accelerated Innovation Deployment (AID) Demonstration authorized within the Technology and Innovation
Deployment Program (TIDP) under the Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. The AID Demonstration provides incentive funding
for any project activities eligible for assistance under title 23, U.S.C. in any phase of a highway transportation project between project planning
and project delivery including planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment, and construction that address
the TIDP goals. The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) published on September 1, 2016 (https://federalregister.gov/a/2016-21063)
requests grant applications and provides selection criteria, application requirements, and technical assistance with Grants.gov during the grant
solicitation period.
Link to Additional Information:

FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation Grants page

Industrial Access Road and Bridge
Industrial access funds are intended to provide adequate public access to new or expanding distribution, manufacturing and industrial firms.
The industry must be committed to new investment and the creation of new jobs. The new access must be on public right of way for public
use (state, city or county) and the project sponsor (city or county) must maintain the completed facility unless the facility consists of turn lanes,
crossovers, etc., that are located on state highways. Industrial access funds are limited to construction, construction engineering and inspection
costs. The project sponsor is responsible for all preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation costs.
Prior to the date the qualifying (new or expanding) project is “placed in service,” the sponsoring entity or its local development agency must
notify the Alabama Department of Commerce of its intent to claim the incentives under Section 41-9-202.1, Code of Alabama 1975. Effective
October 9, 2008, the Industrial Access Road and Bridge Corporation application submittal should include the notification acknowledgment
letter from the Secretary of Commerce. For more info, see HERE

To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available click HERE or type www.grants.gov in your browser.

Just For Fun
There is a lot going on in our Region in terms of transportation
transformations, Water Street Broad Street, etc. Just For Fun, let’s look at some
transformations across the globe. HERE or click on pic

In the News
Projects are underway to improve road safety outside Flora-Bama
Lounge
by Renee Beninate

FLorabama.JPG

Every day cars whiz down Highway 292 and near Flora-Bama Lounge, people trek across the crosswalk hoping to stay safe from oncoming
traffic.
"On a daily basis Flora-Bama sees thousands of people coming through our business, and you have tens of thousands of cars crossing the road
so that's a lot of foot traffic and vehicular traffic that causes a lot of safety concerns," said John McInnis, the co-owner of Flora-Bama Lounge.
In fact, last year eight sailors stationed at NAS Pensacola were hit by an alleged drunk driver outside the bar. In 2016, one of the bar's employees
was hit and killed while crossing the highway.
"That and a lot of other close calls is what's kinda got everyone jumping into action to do anything we can to make it better," said McInnis.
Owners of Flora-Bama and the Alabama and Florida Departments of Transportation are working on projects to make this road safer.
Flora-Bama owners have spent about $100,000 planning. They've also spent about $100,000 making safety improvements to their property,
like reducing the number of entrances and exits. They're also connecting their parking lots, so customers aren't walking along the highway.
The state agencies will cover road improvement projects, including a more visible crosswalk, additional lighting and turn lanes to alleviate
traffic.
"To know that they're working with the state to do things is definitely positive," said customer David Schexndrydre. "Because it does make us
a little more cautious when we're trying to walk and stay in the grass and stay off the road so that's good."
"That shouldn't be a fear whenever you're on vacation, just coming to hang out getting hit by a car," said customer Sierra Busbice. "You know,
that's not something I would like to be afraid of."
Bar owners said the plan has been in the works for about two years. McInnis said the projects are expected to be completed within one year.

FAA directs $25 million to Alabama airport improvements
Updated Jul 18; Posted Jul 18

The first Mobile-made Airbus A321 is shown taking off on from Downtown Mobile Airport on its first flight in March 2016. (Airbus)
B y Law rence Specker
lspecker@al.com

A fresh round of Airport Improvement Program funding from the FAA means millions of dollars in grants for Alabama facilities, including $7
million for the Downtown Mobile Airport.
The grants are part of the Federal Aviation Administration's Airport Improvement Program, which helps fund "improvements rela ted to
enhancing airport safety, capacity, security and environmental concerns."
Alabama airports received $20.6 million in a wave of grants announced this week, following $4.7 million awarded in June. The $7.1 million
for Mobile Downtown Airport is by far the largest grant out of that $25.3 million total, but it's not the only seven -figure one.
Other airports receiving between $1 million and $3.1 million are Lanett Municipal Airport, MacCrenshaw Memorial Airport in Gr eenville,
Tuscaloosa Regional Airport, Birmingham-Shuttlesworth International Airport and H.L. (Sonny) Callahan Airport in Fairhope.
The Mobile grant is unrelated to plans to swap commercial passenger service from Mobile Regional Airport to Downtown Mobile Airport.
It's part of continuous maintenance and improvement efforts and will pay for the rehabilitation of Runway 18/36, the reconstr uction of
Taxiway H and the installation of new taxiway lighting.
Even so, the grant supports growth in the use of the airport, where recent concerns have included cutting down on runway debris that
could scar the brand-new paint on jets fresh from the Airbus Final Assembly Line in the Mobile Aeroplex at Brookley.
"These Airport Improvement Program grants will ensure that a safer, more efficient Mobile Downtown Airport remains an economi c engine
and vital infrastructure component for its community," said U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao. Continue HERE

Mobile drivers take care: One school starts Friday
Updated Jul 19, 9:28 AM; Posted Jul 19, 9:25 AM

(File photo)
B y Law rence Specker
lspecker@al.com

Classes resume at one Mobile County public school on Friday, and the school system is asking motorists in the area to allow a little time
for student safety.
The school is Fonde Elementary School at Azalea and Cottage Hill roads. It's uniqu e in the system in that it operates on a year-round
calendar, with a shorter summer break than other schools and extra breaks between each quarter. According to the Mobile Count y Public
School System, Fonde students attend the same number of days as students at other schools, just on a different schedule.
"Because Fonde starts before all of our other schools, people may not be quite ready for back -to-school traffic," said MCPSS Director of
Communication Rena Philips. "We want our Fonde children to arrive to school safely and ask that commuters drive carefully at and around
that busy intersection."
Fonde's doors open at 7:15 a.m. School starts at 7:50 a.m. and dismisses at 2:50 p.m.
For the rest of the Mobile County system, school starts on Monday, Aug. 6.

Litter bugs wasting millions of Alabama tax dollars
Posted: Jul 17, 2018 9:55 AM CDTUpdated: Jul 17, 2018 9:55 AM CDT
By Kati Weis, FOX10 News Reporter

Litter lined Interstate-65 in Mobile on Monday, July 16. (Kati Weis, WALA)
(WALA) –
Did you know, every time you litter on state highways, you're wasting state tax dollars?
This month, the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) is setting up a "Trash Costs Cash" campaign to educate folks about the costs
of littering.
Last year alone, ALDOT said it spent $6.8 million to clean up trash on roadways across Alabama.
In Baldwin County, ALDOT spent $250,000 last year to clean up litter, and in Mobile County, ALDOT spent $560,000.
ALDOT said all those tax dollars could have gone to other important projects, like resurfacing projects and paving roads, if people
hadn't littered.
Katelyn Turner with ALDOT said there are a few reasons why ALDOT is required to clean up the roadway trash.
"Litter has negative consequences for our environment, it's a safety hazard to motorists, it pollutes our drinking water," said Turner. "We want
people who travel through our state to be able to enjoy the state's natural beauty, enjoy clean beaches, clean roadways. We don't want them
to get a negative perception of the way we maintain our state if there's litter everywhere."
Now, some local taxpayers are hoping litter bugs will stop wasting their hard-earned money.
"Think before they litter, because it's costing the state too much money to invest in the litter project, and they need to consider that that
money could be utilized in other areas," said Roquanda Bowie, a local teacher.
If that's not enough motivation to stop littering, consider the penalties involved.
"Littering has a hefty penalty, it's a class C misdemeanor, so those convicted can expect a $250 minimum fine, and any subsequent conviction
would
be
a
$500
fine,"
said
Turner.
Tuner also offered a couple tips to prevent littering: if you're hauling something, make sure to keep everything on your trailer secure, so
nothing flies off while you're driving, and keep a trash bag in your car, so you're not tempted to throw it out the window.

City of Prichard Bike Tour and Ice Cream
AUGUST 4th, 2018

JUL

24

Parks and Recreation Community Meeting (Ashland Place UMC)
Public
· Hosted by City of Mobile: Parks & Recreation and City of Mobile

Annual Transit Awareness Day Celebration
On Sunday, July 29, 2018, 2:00p.m.- 6:00p.m. at the Harmon-Thomas Community Center, The Wave Transit System will host its Annual
Transit Awareness Day Celebration.
The purpose of this event is to educate the community on the importance of both public and private transportation within the City of Mobile.
Please consider this your personal invitation to participate as a vendor at this year’s celebration (See Attached). Note: Table and chairs will be
provided
To confirm your participation please RSVP at 251-338-0100 or via email at galfred@thewavetransit.com.

Transportation Research
TREDPLAN-Regions Demonstration
July 31, 1:00 – 2:00 PM ET

TREDPLAN is a new and unique system for evaluating and communicating the interrelationship between growth, and freight activity for regional
planning using a fusion of data including county-level freight data. TREDPLAN-Regions offers a way to put the regional shifts in freighteconomy in perspective by offering an intuitive model, which links models of freight and the economy together to allow for dynamic forecasting
of activity and tracking of inter-industry freight shipments. It allows for the comparison of regions based on stratified market segments, by
commodity, mode, and foreign trading partner and domestic sources. This webinar will demonstrate TREDPLAN-Regions.

Analysis of Congestion Scenarios in Long Range Plans Using Travel Forecasting Models
A recent FHWA report describes the process of developing, analyzing, and displaying results of a scenario forecasting process using travel
demand models. It strives to inform MPOs and state DOTs on scenario building methods using the Travel Time Index (TTI) and regional longrange planning models, and includes a step-by-step section to produce calculations using a trip-based model and explores the question of “what
would it take to not let congestion get worse?” HERE

Updated Report Tracks 209 Transportation Funding Bills in 39 States
by Carolyn Kramer

One-time funding measures, primarily bonds or general fund transfers, are the most popular type of state transportation investment legislation
introduced since the start of 2018, according to the Transportation Investment Advocacy Center’s™ (TIAC) latest tracking report.
Twenty measures to increase transportation infrastructure funding have been approved in 15 states, among a total of 209 bills considered in
39 statehouses tracked by TIAC.
Other popular funding mechanisms introduced this year include:
•

Allowing local transportation funding, 41 bills in 14 states.

•

Providing non-fuel tax recurring revenue, including tolls, vehicle registration fees, and sales taxes, 36 bills in 17 states. Five bills in Kansas,
Utah, Oregon and Connecticut were approved.

•

Increasing state motor fuel taxes, 25 bills in 11 states. Only one state- Oklahoma- approved a measure to increase the state gas tax.
Oklahoma’s 5 cents-per-gallon increase goes to the Roads Fund, which frees up General Fund revenue to be used for education purposes.

•

Establishing a study or task force to investigate the state’s current transportation funding system and make suggestions for improvements
to create more sustainable revenue sources, 18 bills in 13 states.

•

Altering electric and hybrid vehicle fees, 13 bills in nine states.
While many state legislatures have adjourned for the year, 12 are still in session, and several— including Maine and Mississippi— are
considering special sessions to address unfinished transportation funding proposals. Ballot measures are also pending in Missouri,
Colorado, Connecticut, California, and Virginia.
Read the report to see more details about what is happening in each statehouse.

State Transportation Funding Trends to be Explored at July 18 Workshop
by Carolyn Kramer

Dozens of states have taken action to address transportation funding shortfalls over the past several years. Join fellow transportation
advocates in Washington, D.C., on July 18 to learn about recent transportation investment trends and methods from Dr. Alison Premo Black,
chief economist with the American Road & Transportation Builders Association. Dr. Black will explore state legislation introduced since 2013,
as well as state and local ballot measures from the last decade, in order to provide analysis on new and recurring themes. She will also look
ahead to provide a preview of November 2018 ballot measures.
Register for the 5th Annual “National Workshop for State & Local Transportation Advocates” to hear real-life challenges and success stories
of state transportation funding campaigns. Learn what states have raised or are trying to raise new transportation revenue, why they are doing
so, what revenue streams they are exploring, who the major players are, and campaign tactics and strategies. Transportation investment
champions from around the country will share best practices, playbook secrets and other keys to success in advancing state and local legislative
and ballot initiatives that boost transportation infrastructure investment.
Other sessions include:
•

An update on federal transportation funding and efforts to permanently fix the revenue stream for the Highway Trust Fund;

•

In-depth exploration of short- and long-term transportation funding techniques being explored by states;

•

How states ‘set the stage’ for a transportation funding increase;

•

Advice from state lawmakers on succeeding in your transportation funding campaign;

•

Tips on uniting urban and rural interests in one campaign;

•

And more!
The Workshop is being held in conjunction with ARTBA’s 30th annual “Public-Private Partnerships in Transportation Conference.”
Space is limited! Register today to reserve your spot, or view more information about the Workshop on TIAC’s website.

Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO): Transportation Partnerships for the 21st Century
This work will deliver a historical review and contemporary analysis of the institutional structures and performance of
MPOs, producing conclusions and lessons learned that are relevant to current challenges. This research will address ways

in which MPOs can respond more nimbly and effectively to rapidly changing transportation demands, conditions, and
technologies. It will provide a range of strategies and tools drawn from cases and practice in order to better equip MPOs
and MPO-state partnerships in planning, maintaining, and improving transportation systems for U.S. metropolitan areas
and the economies reliant on those systems.
Staff Contact: Harlan Miller, 202-366-0847

NTI has scheduled the following course:
Course:
Transportation Planning Process
Schedule:

Monday, July 23, 2018 – 8:30am – 4:00pm (Registration 8:00am)
Tuesday, July 24, 2018 – 8:30am –4:00pm

Location:
Pensacola City Hall (City of Pensacola Technology Resources Building)
222 W. Main Street
Pensacola, FL 32502
850-435-1603
Host: West Florida Regional Planning Council (wfrpc)

Strategic Transit Automation Research Plan
FTA has published its final Strategic Research Transit Automation (STAR) Plan. The STAR Plan outlines an FTA research agenda for transit bus
automation over five years and provides a framework for the transit industry to pursue transit bus automation. Additionally, it defines activities
in the areas of enabling research, integrated demonstrations, and strategic partnerships. The plan focuses on stakeholder engagement,
knowledge transfer, and technical assistance to ensure that complementary work being done by the public sector, private sector, and academia
is effectively communicated and leveraged.

Identification of High Pedestrian Crash Locations
This FHWA guidebook presents a process to help state and local agencies identify high pedestrian crash locations and
includes a literature review, case studies, and other research needed to develop a five-step process.

New ADA Sidewalk and Curb Ramp Compliance App
Download it Today

http://www.vueworks.com/sidewalks-and-curb-ramps-application/
•
•
•
•
•

Simple to Use
Download from Apple Store or Google Play
Collect information at your pace
Gathers ADA Compliance inventory and condition information
Location is automatically collected in GIS

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected
from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms related
to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist within the
federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·

Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.

·

None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for pedestrian.

The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word, phrase or
acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
·

Click HERE for the search engine.

