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· MOBILE MPO
UPDATES

MOBILE URBANIZED AREA FY 2022 TAP GRANT CALL FOR PORJECTS ANNOUNCED (see Funding Opportunities)
MPO MEETINGS ANNOUNCED Virtual MPO meeting 3/10/21 at 10:00AM, Virtual TCC/CAC Meeting 2/24/21 at 10:00AM. As part of the
CARES ACT, the Mobile MPO may be receive $3.1 Million of 100% funding. This will be discussed at the upcoming meetings; see Mobile
MPO Updates. This week’s Legislative Updates talks about the infrastructure bill, and new administration. In The News, Gov. Ivey
instructs ALDOT to study toll-free I-10 Bayway traffic relief options, annexation is a good idea, but raising speed limits is not. In this week’s
Just For Fun, is the City of Mobile is in deNile over a pyramid scheme... Happy Whatever Gras, and have a great weekend.
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Check out ALGO Traffic before you travel!
www.mobilempo.org

· LEGISLATIVE
UPDATES

Check us out on FACEBOOK; SARPC Transportation Video, this is what we do HERE
Want to know what other SARPC departments do?
• Planning and Community Development
• Area Agency on Aging
• Employment and Economic Development
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Mobile MPO Updates
Meetings announced: The Mobile MPO will meet virtually on March 10, 2021, 10:00AM
The Mobile MPO Technical Coordinating Committee/Citizen Advisory Committee (TCC/CAC) will meet on Wednesday, February 24th, 2021 at 10:00 am

http://www.mobilempo.org via GoToMeeting.com, to make recommendations to the MPO Policy Board. The tentative agenda is as followed:
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1. Call to Order
2. Consider amendment to 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) STPAA, Mobile County, 100044866 Gopher Tortoise
Mitigation Habitat Development $300,000 Resolution 21-001
3. Consider amendment to 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) STPMB (CN) - New Alignment of CR-25 (McFarland Road)
From CR-28 (Old Pascagoula Road) to CR-358 (Three Notch Road) $13,100,000 Resolution 21-002
4. Delete 100056130; ( UT ); BR; Replace Bridge, Bin 008714, SR-16 (US-90) Westbound Over Tensaw-Spanish River. Resolution 21-003
5. Consider amendment to 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FTA 5310 funds to include the Program of Projects Resolution
21-004:
City of Satsuma ($33,085 Federal/$33,085 Local); Via Health and Fitness Center ($38,400 Federal/$9,600 local) and the South Alabama
Regional Planning Commission for program administration ($31,736 Federal/$0 Local)
6. Approval of the FY2020-2023 Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan Resolution 21-005
7. Review report of the Mobile MPO Pubic Participation Process. (No Resolution)
8. Approve modification to the Mobile MPO Public Participation Plan (PPP), which outlines the public involvement procedures for the Mobile
MPO transportation documents, to include the Limited English Proficiency Plan. Resolution 21-006
9. Modification of the 2021 Unified Planning Work Program to account for a Mobile Area Wide Major Road Plan, in regards to Mobile County and
it’s connectivity to all municipal planning documents. Resolution 21-007
10. Approve updated performance measures for Transit Asset Management, Transit Safety, PM1 (Safety), and PM 3 (Congestion and Freight)
Resolution 21-008
11. Approve modification to the Mobile MPO Bylaws creating MPO Vice Chairperson Resolution 21-009
12. Approve modification to the Mobile TCC/CAC Bylaws creating TCC/CAC Vice Chairperson Resolution 21-010
13. Discussion of FHWA Notice N4510.851 – Apportionment of Highway Infrastructure Program Funds Pursuant to the Coronavirus Response and
Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021: $3,193,942 Highway/ $55,000 Transit apportioned to Mobile MPO (No Resolution)
14. Discussion on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge (No Resolution)
15. Old Business
16. New Business
17. Adjourn

Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Listing of Obligated Projects Available Online
The federal metropolitan transportation planning statute states:
“In metropolitan planning areas, on an annual basis, no later than 90 calendar days following the end of the program year, the
State, public transportation operator(s), and the MPO(s) shall cooperatively develop a listing of projects (including investments
in pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities) for which funds under 23 U.S.C. or 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 were
obligated in the preceding program year.”
The Federal Highway Administration defines obligation as the federal government’s legal commitment (promise) to pay or reimburse
states or other entities for the federal share of a project’s eligible costs. Thus, an obligated project is one that has been approved by the
federal government for reimbursement, though not necessarily reimbursed yet. The obligated project cost reflected in this report also
may not equal final project cost.
This report responds to the directive set forth in statute. It lists all federally-funded transportation projects in the Mobile Area
Transportation Study (MATS) Area that were obligated in federal fiscal year 2020 (October 1, 2019 to September 30, 2020). The MATS
Report is available online HERE.

SARPC staff have been working on statistics concerning how COVID-19 has affected travel patterns in the Mobile Urbanized area. For information on
these statistics and travel patterns please contact ajohnson@sarpc.org

ENVISION 2045 IS THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP)
The LRTP is multimodal in scope, and is based on public input, and a travel demand forecast model. In 2019, an online survey was
conducted with almost 150 respondents. Questions ranged from where is the worst congestion, what roads need improvements,
problems with the transit systems, etc. There were a lot of comments about the I-10 Mobile River Bridge and the potential for tolls. Prior
to the online survey, staff also conducted a South Alabama Freight Forum, which was an opportunity to hear from large manufacturers
and trucking companies, to find out what the top issues are concerning the movement of freight in South Alabama. The Bicycle /
Pedestrian plan was updated, and the public transit section was authored by the Wave Transit, less the Demand Response Transit Study.
The Climate Change element, or Extreme Event Planning, remained almost unchanged from Destination 2040 LRTP.
The LRTP Envision 2045 was adopted by the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization on April 22, 2020.
More information on the new plan can be found at https://www.envision2045.org/

FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2020-2023) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile
study area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area.
The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects
that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are
programmed into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities
established by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For
other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding categories. Most
often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for transportation
improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out
HERE.

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
Project : 100071946 ( SP )
Federal aid number : STPAA NR20
County : BALDWIN
Project Description : 5 YEAR REGIONAL TRAFFIC OPERATIONS (RTOP) TSMO FOR 130 SIGNALIZED INTERSECTIONS ALONG SR-59, SR-16 (US-90), AND
SR-42 (US-98) IN THE CITIES OF MOBILE, SPANISH FORT, DAPHNE, FAIRHOPE, GULF SHORES, AND FOLEY. FY-2021 - FY-2022
Old Engineers Estimate : $2,657,512.00
New Engineers Estimate : $1,600,000.00

South Alabama RPO Updates
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) met in October using the GoToMeeting app. The agenda included:
•
•

Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting (these will be sent out soon)
Review and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2021 Work Program (available for review online at:
http://mobilempo.org/RPO/RPO%20Documents/2021%20Documents/Draft%20FY%202021%20RPO%20Work%20Program.pdf

•

Review and adoption of the Fiscal Years 2020-2023 Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan (available for review
online at:

http://mobilempo.org/Documents/Planning/FY2021/2020-2023%20HSCTP%20for%20SARPC.pdf
The RPO Transportation Plan Project List (available for review online at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html SARPC
Rural Planning Organization

Projects in Region Let February 26th, 2021
MOBILE COUNTY
For constructing the Bridge (Grading, Drainage, Pavement and Bridge) on CR-63 (Wilmer-Georgetown Road) over Future SR-42 (US-98)
with a Jughandle Interchange onto Future SR-42 (US-98) southwest of Wilmer. Length 0.530 mi.The Bracket Estimate on this project is
from $8,793,150 to $10,747,183 .
BALDWIN COUNTY
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Steel Blockout Replacement, and Traffic Stripe on SR-3 (US-31) from the junction of
Church Street in Stapleton to the South City Limits of Bay Minette. Length 7.380 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $3,015,579
to $3,685,708.
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Steel Blockout Replacement, and Traffic Stripe on SR-16 (US-90) from 0.190 mile east of the
Tensaw River Bridge to east of the Blakeley River Bridge in Spanish Fort. Length 4.615 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $2,763,523 to
$3,377,639 .

ESCAMBIA COUNTY
None at this time.

What’s Under Construction? Project Status

Legislative Updates
U.S. House panel approves $42.5 billion for transportation
By David Shepardson
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A U.S. House committee voted Wednesday to approve a plan to provide $42 billion in assistance to transportation
sectors and workers as part of a $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief plan, while another committee is set to vote Thursday on funding for U.S.
airlines and contractors.
FILE PHOTO: U.S. Capitol is seen through high levels of security on the first day of the second impeachment trial of former President Donald
Trump over his role in the January 6 attack on the building in Washington, U.S., February 9, 2021. REUTERS/Leah Millis
Reuters first reported many of the details of the plans to provide new assistance to U.S. airlines, transit systems, airports and passenger
railroad Amtrak and create a $3 billion program to assist aviation manufacturers with payroll costs.
The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee on a 39-25 vote approved $42.5 billion for transportation including $30 billion for
public transit agencies, $8 billion to U.S. airports and concessionaires, $1.5 billion to Amtrak and $3 billion for a temporary payroll support
program for aerospace manufacturing.
President Joe Biden had proposed just $20 billion for struggling U.S. transit agencies - and nothing for airlines or airports.
Transit agencies previously were awarded $39 billion in emergency assistance by Congress. Airports and concessionaires previously received
$12 billion.
The committee rejected Republican amendments, including one to shift $10 billion in transit funding to states for road and bridge programs.
The House Financial Services Committee held a lengthy hearing Wednesday on its portion of the $1.9 trillion package, including $14 billion
in payroll support for U.S. passenger airlines and $1 billion for contractors, but delayed a final vote until Thursday.
U.S. airlines have been awarded $40 billion in payroll support since March. The additional $14 billion will keep nearly 30,000 airline workers
on the job through Sept. 30.
The $3 billion aerospace manufacturing program would provide a 50% government subsidy to cover pay, benefits and training for employees
at risk of being furloughed or who were furloughed due to the pandemic.
It is not clear when the full U.S. House may take up the $1.9 trillion measure.

Biden meets with bipartisan senators to discuss potential infrastructure bill
BY BRETT SAMUELS - 02/11/21
President Biden met with bipartisan senators on Thursday to discuss the contours of a potential infrastructure package, warning that if the
U.S. does not invest in the issue, China is "going to eat our lunch."
"I've been around long enough ... that it used to be that infrastructure wasn't a Democrat or a Republican issue. There are not many
Republican or Democratic roads and bridges," Biden said in the Oval Office.
Biden said he hoped to come to "some kind of generic consensus" on how to move forward with the group.
Four senators attended the meeting: Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.), who chairs the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee; ranking
member Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.); Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.); and Sen. James Inhofe (R-Okla.).
Vice President Harris was also in the room, and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg attended virtually while in quarantine after a
member of his security detail tested positive for the coronavirus.
The president said his call a day earlier with Chinese President Xi Jinping underscored the urgent need for an infrastructure package that
invests in rail, roads and labor.

"Last night I was on the phone for two straight hours with Xi Jinping," Biden said. "And it was a good conversation, I know him well, we've
spent a lot of time together over the years I was vice president. But you know, if we don't get moving, they're going to eat our lunch."
Biden cited China's progress on rail initiatives and the country's bid to be a major player in the future of the automobile industry.
After the meeting, both Capito and Inhofe told reporters in the Senate they had a productive meeting with Biden.
"We agreed on a lot of things because the president and I have been working together on transportation since 1987," Inhofe said,
referencing Biden's time in the Senate.
Capito, in a statement issued later Thursday, called the meeting "positive and substantive" and said those in attendance agreed to continue
working toward a more defined legislative package.
“We should be forward leaning when it comes to tackling the transportation needs of today and tomorrow in a way that works for all
communities, instead of a one-sized-fits all approach," she said.
Infrastructure has long been thought of as a potential area for bipartisan agreement given needed investments in roadways, railways and
other industries across the country. Democrats have also viewed it as an opportunity to invest in more climate friendly structures and
modes of transportation.

More transportation improvements taking shape under Biden administration
Jay Silver Feb. 10, 2021
WASHINGTON — Regional transportation officials hope a $2 trillion infrastructure plan proposed by President Joe Biden's administration
will provide money to help them realize plans to increase the number of electric buses, ramp up road and bridge repairs and replace aging
rail cars.
Biden has laid out a plan to promote clean energy while pushing major infrastructure investment that would create jobs as part of funding
major road and highway projects.
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, confirmed by the Senate on Tuesday, said during his confirmation hearing that he hopes “to deliver
the innovation and the growth that America needs in this area.”
Rep. Paul Tonko, D-Amsterdam, said that he looks forward to “working with Secretary Buttigieg and the whole Biden-Harris Administration
to make the bold, transformative investments we need to build a clean, competitive economy here in New York’s Capital Region and
throughout our nation.”
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., also said the Biden administration will bring welcome changes to infrastructure in New York.
“Working alongside the Biden administration, we have the opportunity to make significant investment in our aging infrastructure and
support innovative local projects that reconnect communities, put local residents to work, and address the legacy of systemic racism in our
highway system,” she said.
Carm Basile, chief executive officer for the Capital District Transportation Authority, said that he would like to expand the CDTA’s fleet,
mainly buses but also other transportation modes, and transitioning to electric buses.
Steve Strauss, executive director of the Empire State Passenger Association, a volunteer organization in Syracuse that advocates for
expanding Amtrak and other public transit across the state, said that the group hopes federal money goes to Amtrak to get new rail cars
and more robust services for passengers traveling on the Albany-Rensselaer Line.
“It becomes more important that we have a more robust state rail program, that the state is monitoring the quality and the reliability of
Amtrak service in New York and that the state is planning for the improvement and expansion of Amtrak service in New York,” Strauss said.
According to a December report from TRIP, a nonprofit transportation research group, “New York motorists spend $26 billion a year
— $2,168 per driver in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy urban area — in higher vehicle operating costs, traffic crashes and congestion-related
delays caused by deteriorated, congested or less safe roads.”
TRIP also found that “22 percent of major locally and state-maintained roads in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy urban area are in poor
condition and another 24 percent are in mediocre condition.”
Mark Eagan, president and CEO of the Capital Region Chamber, said that roads and bridges in the Capitol Region are neglected not because
“local communities do not want to do it, or the state does not want to do it. We just don't have adequate funding.”
Michael Franchini, executive director of the Capital District Transportation Committee, which is the designated Metropolitan Planning
Organization for the region, said there is not enough funding to repair existing structures. For example, funding to repair the Livingston
Avenue Bridge, a bridge built over 100 years ago, is “a major issue,” he said.

The CDTC’s five-year Transportation Improvement Program, which extends into 2024, includes $100 million annually for infrastructure
projects – at least half of which funds maintenance for existing roads and bridges.
Basile said that he hopes the Biden administration, which has outlined a commitment to alternative energy, will “start to shift policy so that
alternative forms of mobility, by alternative meaning other than the car, have a bigger seat at the table.”
Eagan said the problems show that the federal government could do more.
“That really goes to the issue that Congress hasn't acted for a long time,” he said.

Momentum is growing towards investing in America's crumbling infrastructure
BY CHRIS SPEAR AND REP. EARL BLUMENAUER (D-ORE.), OPINION CONTRIBUTORS — 02/10/21
For half of a century, America has been spinning its wheels by failing to meet the challenge of investing in infrastructure. Our crumbling
roads and bridges year after year, example after disturbing example, paint a picture of America falling apart and falling behind. Once the
finest in the world, America’s infrastructure has instead become a visible symbol of our challenges of governance. In the coming months,
the American Society of Civil Engineers will issue its updated scorecard on American infrastructure. The scorecard is sure to again document
our lack of progress in meeting perhaps the most visible challenge a government faces: funding and financing infrastructure.
However, we are optimistic that the landscape is shifting. There is no issue on Capitol Hill with as much unity and cooperation than exists
for infrastructure. Business and labor, truckers and bicyclists, transit agencies and highway users are all united on improving America’s
infrastructure. These diverse interests have successfully created consensus within the halls of Congress, too, about the need to renew and
rebuild America.
That rebuilding — investing in our nation’s roadways — would provide tangible improvements in the daily lives of most Americans, and for
trucking alone, reduced congestion would improve productivity, safety, and help the environment by eliminating up to 67 million tons of
CO2 annually caused by trucks sitting in traffic.
But as clear as the benefits are, the decades-long sticking point has been how to pay for it. Despite the fact that investments in infrastructure
have a high economic multiplier, put millions of people to work at family-wage jobs, improve opportunity, and make America more
competitive, raising revenues has been a stumbling block for Republicans and Democrats alike. This equation is changing. The pandemic
has demonstrated the imperative of substantial investments in programs that stabilize communities, create jobs, and restore families from
once-in-a-century economic damage. Several trillion dollars have been approved as an important down payment toward economy recovery.
And as a next step, Congress must provide the president with the funds necessary for comprehensive infrastructure investment, and we
believe all options should be on the table.
Transitioning to an equitable, modern solution for funding our infrastructure within the next decade is essential. This long-term vision will
ensure that the United States remains an economic leader for the foreseeable future. We should look to consider a pricing program based
on road use, paid for by people who have the capacity and the incentive to make the investments. At the same time, we may contemplate
a slightly lower cost for rural and small-town Americans, while people pay more for the traffic congestion where it is caused.
With the amount of division our country has witnessed in recent months, infrastructure investment may be the one issue that can help
unify our nation, with the promise of better roads, less congestion and job creation, reaching every corner of America.
We have the experience, we have the coalition, and we have the policies, we only need Congress to provide the political courage to reinvest
in America for decades to come.

Funding Opportunities
Mobile Urbanized AREA FY 2022 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
Announcement and Documents

deadline noon, Friday, May 14th, 2021 (This is not ALDOTs Call For Projects)

Announcement
Instructions and Guidelines
Application
Ranking Process
For information regarding the FY 2022 Mobile Urbanized Area Call For Projects please contact:
Mr. Tom Piper
tpiper@sarpc.org
(251)706-4622

ELIGIBLE ITEMS
▪

Streetscape Improvements are eligible and should include items such as sidewalk replacement, landscaping, pedestrian
lighting, etc. These enhancements must be located in the downtown area (central business district in front of store
fronts). This is the only instance where replacement of deteriorated sidewalks is an eligible item.

▪

Curb Cut -to achieve ADA compliance.

▪

Lighting when it is decorative landscape or pedestrian lighting. Lighting is limited to 30%of the project cost. ·

▪

Landscaping as included in a streetscape project.

▪

Signs if there is a direct relationship
destination/distance/direction signs.

▪

Fencing for safety purposes only.

▪

Paving is approved on a case-by-case basis for repair of a street that may have been unavoidably damaged in the course
of the enhancement project.

▪

Historic streets may be restored or preserved.

▪

Drainage is approved on a case-by-case basis where it is required for construction of the project. Drainage is limited to
a small percentage of the overall project.

▪

Project Oversight- Construction engineering and inspection: Examples include: certified concrete, architectural,
landscaping, and construction inspection, etc. Oversight is limited to 15% of the project cost. If the sponsor chooses to
hire a consultant for project oversight, they must follow ALDOT's latest consultant selection procedures.

to

the

project:

Examples

include

historic

interpretation

or

SRC Seeks Applications for Improved Passenger Rail Stations Along Gulf Coast High Speed
Rail Corridor (deadline March 5 , 2021)
th

The Southern Rail Commission issued a notice of funding availability and is soliciting applications from Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama
communities along the federally designated Gulf Coast High Speed Rail corridor for restored or improved passenger rail stations and
surrounding areas.
The application deadline is 5:00 p.m. CST Monday, March 5, 2021. The pre-proposal conference call is scheduled for 2:00 p.m. CST Friday,
Feb. 5, 2021. To join the call, dial 425.436.6200. The passcode is 100535.
Communities must identify needs and improvements to rail station areas that will ensure safe access and better connectivity to and from
the station, improve convenience for riders, develop new facilities and leverage the economic opportunity of station redevelopment.
The SRC has access to $724,385 in congressional funding for improvements to the Gulf Coast HSR corridor in Louisiana, Mississippi and
Alabama. The commission is seeking applications from municipalities, metropolitan planning organizations, transit authorities, parishes,
tribes and other governmental entities that intend to improve or construct rail station facilities, and plan for station area development that
supports the passenger rail service.
Eligible projects include station and station area planning, design and construction, and multimodal station connections, including upgrades
for disabled riders.
The stations must be along the federally designated Gulf Coast HSR corridor. A 50% minimum match is required and must be available for
obligation at the time of grant application. An in-kind match will be eligible, but greater consideration will be given to applications with cash
match. No federal funds can be used as matching revenue.
For more information regarding the NOFA and how to apply, click here or visit southernrailcommission.org

Upcoming Webinar Feb. 24 - TIFIA Rural Project Initiative
In 2018 the Build America Bureau at U.S. DOT launched the TIFIA Rural Project Initiative, with the goal of expanding the use of low-cost
finance in underresourced rural communities. The TIFIFA program is U.S. DOT's surface transportation credit program, and provides
borrower-friendly terms for projects of regional and national significance at an interest rate equal to the U.S. Treasury (which is typically
lower than private market rates). The Rural Project Initiative provides borrowers with all the benefits of a traditional TIFIA loan, along with
the exclusive ability to access interest rates at 50% of the U.S. Treasury rate and the ability to finance a larger portion of the project. The
first Rural Project Initiatives loans closed in the fall of 2020.
This webinar will provide an overview of the the TIFIA Rural Project Initiative and showcase the first two projects that successfully
reached financial close. Both projects are maintenance and operations facilities for transit providers. The webinar is free and will take place
February 24 at 3:30 PM ET. The webinar will be recorded and made available on our website.
Click here to register!

FY 2021 Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Application Workshop Announced
RTP Application due March 3, 2021
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) will be conducting a virtual application workshop for FY 2021
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) funds due to public safety concerns regarding COVID-19. The workshop will be held on Wednesday,
January 13, 2021, at 9:00 am.
Join from a video system or application
Dial 1772540392@algov.webex.com
You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number.
RTP applications for FY 2021 will be accepted beginning Wednesday, January 13, 2021, through 12:00 Noon on Wednesday, March 3, 2021.
For more information email: latoya.edwards@adeca.alabama.gov

New CDBG GRANT Program
To Address COVID-19 Impacts (currently no deadline)

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) is in the process of developing a special Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) grant program to address COVID-19 impacts.
DETAILS: Currently, no application deadline, grant ceilings or other program details have been finalized.
MORE DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE; however, please download the guide below to get started and identify potential
partners as needed.
CLICK HERE to download the Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response that will assist applicants to
begin thinking about possible project needs.
Please note that applications to the CDBG program must be in the name of a local government as the applicant/grantee.
Partnerships and agreements with other agencies/entities, etc. can be developed as necessary. CDBG projects must also benefit primarily
low and moderate-income people and this requirement will likely remain for the new funds.
RESOURCES/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
The Department has technical assistance providers that may be available to assist grantees in their implementation of CDBG Funds for
activities to prevent or respond to the spread of infectious disease.
Please contact your local CPD Field Office Director to request technical assistance from HUD staff or a TA provider.
Submit your questions to:
CPDQuestionsAnswered@hud.gov
COVID-19 (“Coronavirus”) Information and Resources: https://www.hud.gov/coronavirus
CPD Program Guidance and Training: https://www.hudexchange.info/program-support/
EDA CARES ACT RECOVERY ASSISTANCE (currently no deadline)
OVERVIEW
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, signed into law by President Donald J. Trump on March 27, 2020, provides
the Economic Development Administration (EDA) with $1.5 billion for economic development assistance programs to help communities
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus.
EDA CARES Act Recovery Assistance, which is being administered under the authority of the bureau’s flexible Economic Adjustment
Assistance (EAA) (PDF) program, provides a wide-range of financial assistance to communities and regions as they respond to and recover
from the impacts of the pandemic.

Opportunity Zones
EDA's Opportunity Zone Web Page
EDA now has an EDA Opportunity Zone Web page for economic development stakeholders and others to use as a resource to further
help foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in economically distressed areas across the United States.
Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging
and Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to
match Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307),
Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This
information has been publicized HERE
To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov.

Just For Fun (THIS IS SATIRE, AND JUST FOR FUN)
Next month is the opening “Egyptian Mummies” at the History Museum of Mobile. There will be real mummies, and
of course the curse of the pharaohs. So not only will you be singing “Walk Like an Egyptian” for the day, but you will
be thinking of how those mummies drove their kids to cricket games. The chariot is often thought of an Egyptian
mode of transportation, but it was invented long before the Egyptians used it for warfare. Evidence of chariots appears
in Asia-Minor about 1700 BC, and they have come a long way in 3700 years...

In the News
Governor pledges support for renewed bridge negotiations
Posted by Gabriel Tynes | Feb 10, 2021
For the first time since August 2019, when locals banded together to overwhelmingly reject the state’s $2.1 billion, toll-dependent Mobile
River Bridge & Bayway proposal, Gov. Kay Ivey indicated she’s supportive of renewed efforts to find a compromise.
In a Feb. 2 letter Ivey wrote to Mobile Mayor Sandy Stimpson and Fairhope City Council President Jack Burrell, the governor acknowledged
“the people of Baldwin and Mobile counties have waited far too long — more than 20 years — for a viable solution to the region’s growing
I-10 traffic congestion.”
Making note of a $125 million federal grant that could be revoked if the state fails to proceed, Ivey said she has “directed the Alabama
Department of Transportation (ALDOT) to work with your respective Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) to explore options that
will reduce traffic congestion while allowing citizens to use existing routes across the bay without paying tolls.”
Stimpson and Burrell are respective chairs of the Mobile MPO and Eastern Shore MPO, on opposite ends of the proposal to build an elevated
eight-lane Bayway and six-lane bridge along Interstate 10 across Mobile Bay and the Mobile River. Ivey’s letter arrived in response to
correspondence Stimpson and Burrell sent Jan. 29, seeking her support and pledging local cooperation, while also noting the risks of falling
off the federal government’s radar.
“History suggests that anytime there is a change in administrations in Washington, the chances increase dramatically that commitments
made by the previous administrations may no longer be honored,” they wrote. “To that end, we believe it would be prudent — and timesensitive — to show the incoming leadership at the U.S. Department of Transportation and Federal Highway Administration that we remain
committed to demonstrating local support for a plan that will not only make use of the current $125 million federal grant, but will work
with both the state and federal governments to get this plan underway.”
Stimpson and Burrell stressed the area’s importance as a transportation hub, but also emphasized they’re “interested in a solution that
reduces congestion while allowing citizens to use all existing routes across the bay without paying any tolls.”
ALDOT’s 2019 plan, which at one point called for $6 one-way tolls for most drivers and made no promise existing routes would remain tollfree, was declared “dead” by the governor after the Eastern Shore MPO omitted the project from its transportation improvement plan
(TIP). Afterward, Ivey repeatedly suggested any path forward would have to be paved by locals. She reiterated that requirement this week.
“As part of this study, I have also directed ALDOT to recommend to me the amount of state transportation funds that can be directed to a
project that receives necessary local support,” she wrote. “I encourage your MPOs to continue to engage the public, members of the Mobile
and Baldwin legislative delegations, and other local officials to seek their views … We must continue working together at all levels of
government to creatively find solutions to our most pressing infrastructure challenges.”

Gov. Ivey instructs ALDOT to study toll-free I-10 Bayway traffic relief options
by Keith Lane February 8th 2021
MONTGOMERY, Ala. (WPMI) — In a letter to Mobile Mayor Sandy Stimpson and Fairhope City Council President Jack Burrell,
Gov. Kay Ivey said she has instructed the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) to study options to relieve traffic
congestion on Interstate 10 and across the Bayway that will not include tolls on existing routes.
The letter comes in response to a request made by Mayor Stimpson and Councilman Burrell, who serve as the chairmen of the
Mobile and Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), respectively.
Mayor Stimpson and Councilman Burrell wrote to Gov. Ivey in late January, saying they had discussed the issue with local officials
and believe I-10 bridge options exist that “should be explored and presented to the MPOs” by ALDOT.
“Time is of the essence,” they wrote to Gov. Ivey, noting the Mobile area is a key transportation hub that includes shipping,
interstates, rail lines and a new regional airport location where commercial traffic continues to cause some of the worst congestion
in the nation.

The Mobile River Bridge project goes back nearly twenty years and will now be on the fourth presidential administration. Local
and state leaders started discussions in the early 2000s, with the bulk of work occurring during President Barack Obama’s
administration and stretching into President Donald Trump’s administration more recently.
“A locally-supported solution must be found, and quickly, before the $125 million federal grant for this project secured by Senator
[Richard] Shelby and our congressional delegation is re-directed elsewhere due to lack of progress,” Gov. Ivey wrote in her
response.
Gov. Ivey also said she is asking ALDOT for recommendations on how much state transportation funding could be directed to an
option that receives the necessary local support.
“I encourage your MPOs to continue to engage the public, members of the Mobile and Baldwin legislative delegations and other
local officials to seek their views,” Gov. Ivey wrote in her letter. “We must continue working together at all levels of government
to creatively find solutions to our most pressing infrastructure challenges.”

Why Experts Say Raising Speed Limits Is A Bad Idea
Jim Gorzelany Feb 10, 2021

A study shows that even modest speed increases can have major effects on the severity of roadway collisions.
The phrase “speed kills” has been used in public safety campaigns since the 1950’s. The notion has long been argued among motorists and
legislators alike, and reached a fever pitch with the enactment of the National Maximum Speed Law in 1974 that dropped speed limits to
55 mph in response to oil price spikes and fuel shortages the nation was then suffering. The law was subsequently modified to allow 65
mph stretches, and was repealed altogether in 1995, with states again free to set their own speed limits.
Today, 41 states allow legal speeds of 70 mph or more, with the highest in the nation at 85 mph over State Highway 130 in Texas. According
to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), such boosts have been responsible for nearly 37,000 additional highway fatalities over
a 25-year period.
As it turns out, even modest speed increases can have major effects on the severity of roadway collisions. That’s according to a recent
round of crash tests conducted jointly by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, the IIHS, and Humanetics.
The consortium evaluated occupant protection afforded by Honda CR-V crossover SUVs from the 2010 model year, which originally earned
top scores in IIHS’ crash tests and represent the average vehicle age currently on the road. Calspan Corporation conducted tests at 40, 50
and 56 mph in its crash laboratory in Buffalo, New York to simulate the effects of a head-on, partial-overlap impact between two vehicles
of the same weight and size traveling at the same speed.
“We conducted these crash tests to assess the effect of speeds on drivers and learned that a small increase could make a big difference on
the harm to a human body,” says Dr. David Yang, executive director of the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety. “
At 40 mph the test showed nominal intrusion into the passenger compartment, but at 50 mph the damage was much more severe, wrecking
the driver’s-side door opening, dashboard and foot area. Increasing the speed to 56 mph caused even greater damage to both the vehicle
and the driver, with the crash test dummy’s sensors indicating severe neck and lower leg injuries. At the two higher speeds, the upward
movement of CR-V’s steering column caused the dummy’s head to go through the deployed airbag and smash against the wheel. Sensors
indicated a high risk of fractures to the face and even severe brain injury.
“Higher speed limits cancel out the benefits of vehicle safety improvements like airbags and improved structural designs,” said Dr. David
Harkey, IIHS president. “Cars are safer than they’ve ever been, but nobody’s figured out how to make them defy the laws of physics.”
The study notes the obvious, namely that motorists tend to travel faster than posted limits, and when public officials raise the limits to
match the prevailing speeds, drivers will go even quicker. It concludes that speed limits can improve traffic flow and maintain public road
safety, but only when properly determined, based on engineering and traffic surveys.
“Policymakers need to also think beyond enforcement to control speeds and should consider infrastructure changes based on road type to
calm traffic flow appropriately so that posted speed limits are followed,” says Jake Nelson, AAA director of traffic safety advocacy and
research.
States with highway speed limits at 75 mph or more:
Arizona (rural)
Arkansas (rural)
Colorado (rural)
Idaho
Kansas
Louisiana (rural)
Maine
Michigan (some rural)
Montana (rural)
Nebraska (rural)
Nevada (rural)
North Dakota
Oklahoma (rural)
South Dakota
Texas
Wyoming

Annexation looks to bring more revenue into the city than it costs
Posted by Dale Liesch | Feb 10, 2021
One of the arguments against annexation of a portion of West Mobile into the city of Mobile has been that it is too expensive to bring
13,000 or so additional residents into the city.
However, one of the largest costs — garbage and trash pickup — would almost be completely offset by additional property tax revenue
without counting the sales tax revenue, which would double if voters in the current police jurisdiction approved an annexation referendum.
The city of Mobile spends about $147 per household on garbage and trash collection each year, according to an analysis of the budget
provided to Lagniappe. This is verified by taking the total budget for garbage and trash collection at about $10 million and dividing it by the
city’s 68,000 households.
The $10 million is “an all-in number,” according to city spokesperson Jason Johnson, who added in an email that it includes “man-hours,
equipment, maintenance, fuel, tipping fees, etc.”
For the additional 11,000 households possibly impacted by annexation, that means an additional $1.6 million is taken from the budget each
year for trash and garbage pickup.
Lagniappe’s analysis of property tax shows that for a home valued at $200,000, the additional revenue brought in by the city would be
about $140 per year per house. That comes out to an additional $1.5 million added to the budget each year. However, additional property
tax would not be charged to the residents until a five-year grace period has passed, per state law.
As for sales tax, it is estimated the city receives about $12.5 million per year from the areas being considered for annexation. That figure
would double as soon as the new residents joined the city, as businesses in the police jurisdiction pay only half of the city’s sales tax rate.
Currently, West Mobile businesses pay 2.5 cents, instead of the regular 5-cent sales tax to the city.
For their part, city officials have previously said they expect annexation to bring in about $2 million more in revenue than it costs in expenses
when police, fire, infrastructure, garbage and trash services are all factored in.
For some residents in the police jurisdiction, there’s a sense they are paying taxes to the city without being able to have a say in how the
municipal government operates. This is true of Elmer Schultz, who lives in the Randlett Trace subdivision. Even if the Mobile City Council
allows some West Mobile residents to vote on whether to come into the city, Schultz will be left out. As it stands, he lives a block away from
a Walmart within city limits.
“I’m about 100 feet from those places,” he said. “I already support the city of Mobile. I’m just asking for a voice in it.”
Schultz blames previous administrations that used the promise of additional sales tax revenue to carve up West Mobile into areas that
impacted the least amount of residents.
Schultz said he favors annexation because it will grow the city and not allow it to get boxed in by areas that will eventually incorporate.
“If they don’t [annex] out west, they’re not going to grow anymore,” he said. “I want to see the city of Mobile grow. All the councilors have
to do is sit there at Airport [Boulevard] and Schillinger [Road] and see where people are headed.
“The people out there will incorporate,” he added. “I don’t want to see that.”
Arthur Ball lives in the area under consideration for annexation. For a long time, he was anti-annexation and instead was a member of the
West Mobile Fire District Committee. However, he has since changed his views a bit, he said, largely due to concerns over private ambulance
coverage residents out west would be stuck with. However, he said he’s still not 100 percent in favor of annexation.
“I’d still like to see the area create its own fire district,” Ball said. “I want the district to be publicly owned because I don’t want to hire a
private company.”
One of the reasons Ball said he would like to stay in the county is his current garbage service. As it stands, he said, he can choose from
competing companies for garbage service; he wouldn’t be able to do that as a Mobile resident.
“I like the way things are right now,” he said. “If I become unhappy with my service I can switch it. There’s more of a choice out here.”
However, the additional taxes paid to be part of the city don’t bother Ball as much as it might bother others who are against annexation.
“People are going to get taxed one way or another,” he said. “If we create our own fire district, there will be a tax to be paid.”
Ball splits his in-person shopping bill between retail establishments in the county and ones in the city, he said. He also does the majority of
his shopping online.
“I do the vast majority of it online,” he said. “My shopping by going to a physical location is limited to Lowe’s.”
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The future of "smart" cities is in street lights
Jennifer A. Kingson Feb 11, 2021
Cities are rushing to replace their legacy street lights with "smart" LED fixtures that could one day be able to find you a parking space,
monitor air quality, and announce an oncoming thunderstorm.
Why it matters: Despite a bumpy and controversial start to some smart street light programs, cities are saving tons of money on energy by
banishing traditional bulbs — and may soon be able to turn a profit by monetizing data from smart LED sensors or leasing space on light
poles.
The big picture: There's been lots of hype about "smart cities," where connected technology helps governments serve us better — but also
lots of money wasted on expensive projects that fizzled or caused public outcry over police use of camera surveillance.
Today, hopes have coalesced around the potential for "smart" street lights, which bear sensors that can do everything from analyzing traffic
patterns to assisting 911 operators.
•
•
•

"Streetlights are becoming the backbone of larger smart city initiatives," per a report by the Northeast Group, a smart cities market
intelligence firm.
Cities will invest $8.2 billion in them in the next 10 years, the report said.
It will take time: "Overall, over 90% of streetlights will be LED by 2029 and 35% will be connected," Northeast Group said.

Cities large and small — including Chicago, Atlanta, Los Angeles, Philadelphia and Cleveland — have been replacing traditional streetlights
with LEDs, which consume less energy and can be programmed to dim or or brighten as needed.
•
•
•

"Street lighting can be up to 40% of a city's energy bills, so you see huge cost savings across the board," Benjamin Gardner, president
of the Northeast Group, tells Axios.
Sensors placed on streetlights have manifold applications and will have more in the future.
An Intel white paper envisions a day when street lights do everything from traffic and parking control to guiding people out of danger
during an emergency (by flashing in the direction of evacuation).

"The vision here is to augment the existing infrastructure via the cloud to allow data and additional functionality to flow through what was
a dumb asset," Martin Stephenson, head of North America systems & services for Signify, a major connected lighting vendor, tells Axios.
But, but, but: There's been pushback on various fronts.
•
•
•

Surveillance: San Diego got scolded by community activists after its police started using video from its $30 million "Smart
Streetlights" program.
Aesthetics: Light poles gunked up with sensors, cameras and advertisements can look hideous.
Health: "Cities and towns throughout Northern California are issuing ordinances that would exclude new 5G cell sites from
residential areas, citing supposed health concerns," per the WSJ.

Smart street light experts say the industry has taken heed from the San Diego debacle and pulled back on intrusive applications.
What's next: Cities hope eventually to turn their smart street lights into cash cows — some of which is happening today.
•
•
•

The poles can serve as billboards where companies buy ad space.
5G providers and others can pay monthly fees to hang their equipment on light poles.
The brass ring for cities is to compile data from smart street lights and sell it for profit.

The bottom line: "We're seeing a lot of cities buying back their street lights from utilities," Gardner tells Axios.
•

"Because all of a sudden, they've woken up to the fact that, hey — you know, the boring, kind of arcane corner of the municipal
infrastructure space, the street light poles? They're actually critical assets that we need to own and control."

FHWA to host series of Value Capture Strategies webinars
FHWA is hosting a series of Value Capture Strategies webinars beginning in March, 2021. The webinar series will detail the Value Capture
techniques promoted in the Federal Highway Administration’s Every Day Counts initiative. This year’s series focuses on the intersection of
Innovative Finance and Innovative Project Delivery Tools. These webinars will detail more Value Capture best practices collected from
throughout the nation. They will also highlight FHWA’s recently completed Value Capture Primer series of technical documents.
Value Capture is a set of powerful techniques that recover a portion of land value created by public infrastructure investments, and can:
• Address funding gaps;
• leverage and optimize Federal and State resources;
• accelerate project delivery;
• meet and improve system performance goals;
• maintain transportation infrastructure assets in good repair; and,
• save time and money.
The program features subject matter experts and peers who successfully utilized Value Capture in tandem with innovative finance and
project delivery techniques to advance new and modernized infrastructure projects. Registration is free but is limited. Certificates of
Completion and Confirmation of Attendance are available! Register now!
TARGET AUDIENCE
This webinar is intended for professionals from States, cities, counties, Tribes, and metropolitan and rural transportation agencies looking for
innovative funding and financial strategies to pay for transportation projects. This would include professionals involved with directing and

managing aspects of highway-related programs and projects, such as planning, environment, project development, design, construction,
operations, maintenance, and finance.
For additional information, please contact:
Thay Bishop, FHWA Center Innovative Finance Support, 770-650-5894, thay.bishop@dot.gov
Stefan Natzke, FHWA National Systems and Economic Development, 202-366-5010, Stefan.Natzke@dot.gov

FHWA Extends Comment Period on “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” 60 days
BY LIZ CAREY | FEBRUARY 5, 2021
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) announced this week that it will be extending the comment period on revisions to the “Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” (MUTCD) 60 days until May 14, 2021.
FHWA said the extension would allow the public more time to participate in the MUTCD’s first major update in more than a decade.
“This important document will set the tone for the future of our transportation system for the years ahead,” Deputy Federal Highway
Administrator Stephanie Pollack said. “We want to ensure our stakeholders have ample opportunity to address the diverse needs of
travelers nationwide.”
The proposed update would advance traffic operations and safety nationwide, the agency said. Extending the public comment period comes
after stakeholders said the additional time would help address the scope and complexity of the proposed amendments.
Originally published in the Federal Register on Dec. 14, 2020, the original comment period was slated to expire on March 15.
FHWA will consider feedback from state and local traffic engineers and other traffic control device stakeholders, as well as the public, in
general, as part of the public comment period process.
Created in 1935, the MUTCD is the federal government’s national standard for all traffic signs, signals, and pavement markings used on all
public streets and highways. The proposed revision offers many proven advancements, the agency said, while remaining flexible to
accommodate new technologies and operational strategies.

Tutorials, Updated Datasets Among Upgrades Planned for FHWA Bridge Portal
Eleanor Lamb January 27, 2021
The Federal Highway Administration will introduce tutorial videos, fix bugs and update datasets as part of a series of enhancements to its
web portal that offers a wealth of data on bridges.
Known as InfoBridge, the portal offers a centralized source of performance data to users. Through its mapping tool, people can locate
bridges nationwide and view information such as their length and the year they were built. InfoBridge is a component of FHWA’s LongTerm Bridge Performance Program, a research effort authorized by Congress under the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users.
Jean Nehme, leader of FHWA’s Long-Term Infrastructure Performance team, discussed the enhancements planned for this year during a
session at the Transportation Research Board’s annual meeting Jan. 27.
Nehme explained there are no barriers to participation in InfoBridge; anyone in the world can use the portal.
“It is our hope, as the Federal Highway Administration, that our program will facilitate tools and product development by others, resulting
in multiplying efforts by many folds,” Nehme said.
Additionally, FHWA plans to host a workshop to gather input from bridge experts to assist the agency in assessing the program’s future
data collection approach. Participants likely will include FHWA representatives, academics, state department of transportation officials and
industry members. Nehme noted it has been about a decade since the Long-Term Bridge Performance Program held a workshop for subject
matter experts to discuss its approach to data collection.
“Technology has evolved, additional research has been conducted [and] stakeholders’ needs have changed,” Nehme said. “Our intent is to
host a workshop that will build on previous work that was undertaken by the program over the years and help us assess our current data
collection approach and provide us with feedback that may help us achieve the program goals.”
Data on bridges plays an important role in the bridge inspection process. Glenn Washer, an engineering professor at the University of
Missouri, compared inspection intervals to doctor visits.
“When the bridge is young and in good condition, you don’t go to the doctor very much,” Washer said. “When the bridge gets old, just like
us, it needs to go to the doctor more. So it’s going to have a shorter inspection interval.”
Jose Matos, a professor at the University of Minho in Portugal, said the presence of heavy trucks on bridges is one of the main factors that
affects deterioration, and inspection frequency should be adjusted accordingly for structures that bear freight vehicles.
Washer describe the practice of risk-based inspection, which refers to the analysis process used to determine a suitable inspection interval.
It considers aspects such as the reliability of bridge elements and the consequences of damage. He noted that an unnecessary inspection
presents an unnecessary risk, as it will involve an inspector working on a roadway, which can be unsafe.
“You want to be able to focus your inspection resources, which are a finite size for most bridge owners, on where the needs are greatest,”
Washer said. “If you can focus your inspections where they’re needed the most, then you can improve the quality of inspections.”

U.S. Department of Transportation Releases Draft Strategic Plan on Accessible Transportation
Friday, January 15, 2021
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) this week published a draft of its first Strategic Plan on Accessible
Transportation (Accessibility Strategic Plan), a noteworthy step in making America’s transportation system more accessible for all travelers.
The draft Accessibility Strategic Plan is available for public review and comment, and will be announced this month in the Federal Register.
“This first-of-its-kind Accessibility Strategic Plan creates a unified vision for the Department to achieve access and mobility for all in
transportation,” said Acting U.S. Secretary of Transportation Steven Bradbury.
The draft Accessibility Strategic Plan reflects ongoing and future initiatives across the DOT’s operating administrations to enhance
accessibility and remove barriers in transportation for people with disabilities. It represents a unified vision for progress in accessible
transportation that will guide the DOT’s efforts in Fiscal Years 2021-2025.
DOT also released a Request for Information (RFI) regarding the launch of an Inclusive Design Reference Hub to establish a library of
resources for accessibility in automation, and to work with outside experts to study voluntary best practices for ensuring accessibility in
automated vehicles. Responses to the RFI are requested no later than 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) on February 19, 2021.

Opportunity Zones
The Department of Transportation has identified transportation assets that fall within Opportunity Zones with the goal of driving
investment of all types to these important areas.
Despite the growing national economy, economically distressed communities are located in every corner of the United States and its
territories. These communities have high levels of poverty, failing schools, job scarcity, and a lack of investment. A new tax incentive—
Opportunity Zones—was created to spur economic development and job creation by encouraging long-term investment in low-income
communities nationwide.

Read about our partner’s roles in Opportunity Zones:
• Housing and Urban Development: Implementation Plan for The White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council
• The IRS: Tax reform creates opportunity zone tax incentive
• Treasury Department Community Development Financial Institutions Fund
The Opportunity Zone designation encourages investment in communities by granting investors extensive Federal tax advantages for
using their capital gains to finance new projects and enterprises. There are more than 8,700 designated Qualified Opportunity Zones
located in all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and five United States territories. Of the Qualified Opportunity Zones 40 percent are in
rural census tracts, 38 percent are in urban tracts, and 22 percent are in suburban tracts.
South Alabama Opportunity Zones

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/subdoc/906/build-fact-sheet2019.pdf

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected
from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms
related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist
within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·
Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.
·
None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for
pedestrian.
·
The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word,
phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

