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Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Listing of Obligated Projects Available Online
The federal metropolitan transportation planning statute states:
“In metropolitan planning areas, on an annual basis, no later than 90 calendar days following the end of the program year, the
State, public transportation operator(s), and the MPO(s) shall cooperatively develop a listing of projects (including investments
in pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities) for which funds under 23 U.S.C. or 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 were
obligated in the preceding program year.”
The Federal Highway Administration defines obligation as the federal government’s legal commitment (promise) to pay or reimburse
states or other entities for the federal share of a project’s eligible costs. Thus, an obligated project is one that has been approved by the
federal government for reimbursement, though not necessarily reimbursed yet. The obligated project cost reflected in this report also
may not equal final project cost.
This report responds to the directive set forth in statute. It lists all federally-funded transportation projects in the Mobile Area
Transportation Study (MATS) Area that were obligated in federal fiscal year 2020 (October 1, 2019 to September 30, 2020). The MATS
Report is available online HERE.

SARPC staff have been working on statistics concerning how COVID-19 has affected travel patterns in the Mobile Urbanized area. For information on
these statistics and travel patterns please contact ajohnson@sarpc.org

ENVISION 2045 IS THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP)
The LRTP is multimodal in scope, and is based on public input, and a travel demand forecast model. In 2019, an online survey was
conducted with almost 150 respondents. Questions ranged from where is the worst congestion, what roads need improvements,
problems with the transit systems, etc. There were a lot of comments about the I-10 Mobile River Bridge and the potential for tolls. Prior
to the online survey, staff also conducted a South Alabama Freight Forum, which was an opportunity to hear from large manufacturers
and trucking companies, to find out what the top issues are concerning the movement of freight in South Alabama. The Bicycle /
Pedestrian plan was updated, and the public transit section was authored by the Wave Transit, less the Demand Response Transit Study.
The Climate Change element, or Extreme Event Planning, remained almost unchanged from Destination 2040 LRTP.
The LRTP Envision 2045 was adopted by the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization on April 22, 2020.
More information on the new plan can be found at https://www.envision2045.org/

FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2020-2023) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile
study area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area.
The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects
that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are
programmed into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities
established by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For
other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding categories. Most
often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for transportation
improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out
HERE.

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
Project : 100072915 Federal aid number : STPAA SP21 County : MOBILE Scope : SP
Project Description : GOPHER TORTOISE MITIGATION, MONITORING, AND MAINTENANCE FOR US-98/SR-158 PROJECT SITES FY-2021 AND FY-2022
Urban Area : 567 MOBILE
Target Start Date : 1/1/2021
Engineers Estimate : $300,000.00
Project : 100072915 ( SP )
Federal aid number : STPAA SP21
County : MOBILE
Project Description : GOPHER TORTOISE MITIGATION, MONITORING, AND MAINTENANCE FOR US-98/SR-158 PROJECT SITES FY-2021 AND FY-2022
Old Target start date : January 01, 2021
New Target start date : March 01, 2021

South Alabama RPO Updates
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) met in October using the GoToMeeting app. The agenda included:
•
•

Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting (these will be sent out soon)
Review and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2021 Work Program (available for review online at:
http://mobilempo.org/RPO/RPO%20Documents/2021%20Documents/Draft%20FY%202021%20RPO%20Work%20Program.pdf

•

Review and adoption of the Fiscal Years 2020-2023 Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan (available for review
online at:
http://mobilempo.org/Documents/Planning/FY2021/2020-2023%20HSCTP%20for%20SARPC.pdf

The RPO Transportation Plan Project List (available for review online at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html SARPC Rural Planning Organization

Projects in Region Let January, 29th, 2021
MOBILE COUNTY
for constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Steel Blockout Replacement, Curb & Gutter Installation, Sidewalk Installation, and
Traffic Stripe on SR-16 (US-90) from the junction of Lawrence Street to the junction of Water Street and Telegraph Road in Allenville.
Length 0.670 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $516,796 to $631,639 .
BALDWIN COUNTY
None at this time.
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
None at this time.

What’s Under Construction? Project Status

Legislative Updates
Trump Signs Massive Omnibus Spending, Coronavirus Relief Package into Law
After many months of negotiations between congressional leaders and the administration, President Trump officially signed the 5,593page, $2.3 trillion, COVID-19 relief and omnibus spending package into law before Christmas. There is a lot to unpack in this massive bill,
but here are a few of the non-transportation related highlights:
•

•

COVID-Related Items:
o Does not include additional direct and flexible COVID-related funding for state and local governments.
o Includes another round of Payment Protection Program (PPP) funding for small businesses, unemployment benefits, and
funding for vaccine distribution and testing.
o Extends the deadline for counties to spend money allocated through the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) until December 31,
2021.
o Establishes temporary $300 per week supplemental jobless benefits and $600 direct stimulus payments to many Americans.
o Provides $100 million for the Local Agriculture Market Program (LAMP) that would help bolster local food systems across
the country.
o Provides $300 million towards the Broadband Infrastructure Program to deploy broadband in underserved areas through
public/private partnerships.
o Includes $3.2 billion to the Federal Communication Commission’s (FCC) Emergency Broadband Connectivity Fund, which
includes a $50 monthly stipend to help households pay for internet service during the COVID-19 pandemic.
o Provides $1 billion for USDA’s Rural Water and Waste Disposal Program to support local clean water and waste disposal
projects.
Omnibus-Related Items:
o Increases funding to Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program, Homeless Assistance Grants, Section 8 Housing
Vouchers, and Project-Based Rental Assistance.
o Levels funding for the HOME Investment Partnerships Program.
o Increases funding for the Economic Development Administration (EDA) and EDA’s Economic Development Assistance
programs.
o Increases funding for the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Title I programs, Apprenticeships, and Veterans
Employment and Training Program.
o Increases funding for the Brownfields Program, Superfund Cleanup, and PFAS.
o Levels funding for the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds.
o Increases funding for the Water Infrastructure Finance Innovation (WIFIA) Program.
o Increases funding for the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG), Community Services Block Grant, and the Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).
o Increases funding for the Administration for Community Living (ACL).
o Decreases funding for the Census Bureau.
o Decreases funding for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Disaster Relief Fund.
o Levels funding for Emergency Management Performance Grants (EMPG), Flood Hazard Mapping and Risk Analysis, and the
National Flood Insurance Fund.

Additionally, the bill included a two-year reauthorization for the Water Resources Development Act.

Rep. Emmer introduces two transportation infrastructure bills
BY LIZ CAREY | JANUARY 7, 2021
U.S. Rep. Tom Emmer (R-MN) said he is prioritizing infrastructure projects as he introduced two transportation infrastructure bills in
Congress Tuesday.

“Transportation infrastructure improvements are vitally important to Minnesotans who know the potholes that need repair and roads that
need more lanes, like on highways 10, 35, and 94. Much worse than potholes, Minnesotans all remember a bridge collapse that took the

lives of 13 and injured 145,” Emmer said. “It is a disservice to Minnesotans that we do not have proper roadways and transportation routes
for safe travel. Two of the bills I am introducing set aside funds dedicated to making sure intersections, interchanges, and structurally
deficient bridges are safe, and congestion is relieved.”

The first bill, The National Interchange/Intersection Safety Construction Program Act, would prioritize $250 million from the Highway Trust
Fund for intersections and interchanges, improve safety, and increase local control over federal transportation dollars. Emmer’s office said
the legislation will not increase spending or require additional appropriation but instead would prioritize the spending of annual existing
federal highway funds for local entities.

The funding, the bill said, could not be taken from the Mass Transit Account.

The second bill, the National Bridge Replacement and Improvement Act, would create a grant program for bridge improvements,
replacements, or repairs to help the U.S. Department of Transportation’s goal of eliminating the backlog of bridge projects by 2032. The bill
would require state and/or local commitments to bridge projects, the bill said.

The bill would allocate $1 billion from the Highway Trust Fund each year and would be awarded through a competitive grant program.
Through the bill, the federal government would cover 80 percent of the selected projects.

Top Senate Democrats Hopeful About Infrastructure Agenda Amid Political Turmoil
Eugene Mulero January 7, 2021
Lawmakers are working to shift attention from the contentious battle for the White House to legislative issues now that Congress has
certified President-elect Joe Biden’s electoral college victory, and the outcomes of two Senate runoff elections in Georgia have been settled
in Democrats’ favor.
Among items on that list are Biden’s multitrillion dollar infrastructure policy agenda, which would be shepherded by his choice to run the
Department of Transportation, former South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete Buttigieg.
Biden and Buttigieg will be working with a narrow Democratic majority in both chambers amid a tense political climate that propelled a
violent crowd on Jan. 6 to temporarily overtake the U.S. Capitol while legislators were certifying Biden’s victory. Buttigieg’s predecessor in
the role, Elaine Chao, on Jan. 7 announced her resignation from the post in the wake of the deadly clash between protesters and police. In
a letter to DOT colleagues, Chao committed to assisting Buttigieg with the transition.
The incoming administration has signaled a desire to tackle climate change concerns in its infrastructure policy proposals, and also is
expected to promote improvements across freight and commuter corridors, widespread use of renewable energy, and greater reliance on
electric and autonomous vehicles.
In recent meetings with Buttigieg, Senate Democrats expressed optimism about accomplishing a big picture, transformative infrastructure
agenda. Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), the chamber’s incoming leader, affirmed his party’s desire for proceeding with a “big, bold
infrastructure agenda that centers on jobs, equity and climate.” He also expressed confidence in clearing for Biden’s signature initiatives
aimed at lifting the country’s economy, as well as shepherding Biden’s selections for cabinet posts through the nomination process.
“We discussed how my plan aims to spur a transformation in American car manufacturing and invests in a charging infrastructure across
the country,” Schumer said Dec. 30 after meeting with Buttigieg. “With the coronavirus pandemic upending our economy, including areas
of the transportation sector like airlines and hard-hit public transit systems, Pete and I discussed the need to continue delivering relief to
workers in those industries in future COVID-19 relief legislation.”
Congress recently approved a new round of COVID-19 relief aid, which directed funds to transportation sectors.
Buttigieg also met with Delaware Sen. Tom Carper, who is soon to become chairman of the Environment and Public Works highway policy
panel. Carper is a champion of Buttigieg’s nomination to lead DOT.
“Through his tenacity and intellect, Pete has managed to accomplish things in a matter of years that for many require decades,” Carper said
in a Jan. 5 statement. “[Buttigieg] has what it takes to deliver on the promise of building back better and putting our transportation sector
on a path to net-zero emissions. I urge my colleagues to quickly confirm Pete so that he can waste no time getting to work for the American
people.”
In the previous session of Congress, Carper pushed for the inclusion of climate change provisions in a committee-passed multi-year highway
bill. Senate Republican leaders did not schedule floor consideration of the bill.
Buttigieg has emphasized urgency to ensure infrastructure resilience from severe-weather events. The transportation nominee also has
suggested there are potential economic benefits from adopting technological advancements across commercial and passenger networks.
“Americans shouldn’t settle for less than our peers around the developed world when it comes to the infrastructure resources that we
really count on,” said Buttigieg last month. “So, when I think about the opportunities ahead, I’m thinking about jobs and economic
opportunity. I’m thinking about climate.”
Buttigieg was among Biden’s rivals for the Democratic presidential nomination.
Besides infrastructure policy, the next administration will take over the management of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. This would
entail considering the approval of additional aid for individuals and myriad stakeholders across sectors, such as the supply chain industry.
Meanwhile, the riot in the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6 led a significant number of current and former government officials to castigate President
Donald Trump. Moments before the riot, the president had addressed supporters.
Schumer called for Trump’s removal from office, arguing, “What happened at the U.S. Capitol yesterday was an insurrection against the
United States, incited by President Trump. This president must not hold office one day longer.”

Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), his caucus’ top funding leader, said, “We must protect the Constitution and prepare for the new president. It’s
the American way, and the American people deserve nothing less.”

How will Pete Buttigieg sell Congress on infrastructure?
Maxine Joselow January 5, 2021
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) speaks via remote connection with former South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete Buttigieg,
President-elect Joe Biden's pick to lead the Transportation Department. CNP/AdMedia/SIPA/Newscom
If the Senate confirms Pete Buttigieg as Transportation secretary, analysts and observers say the former mayor and past presidential
candidate will need to polish his negotiating skills.
Buttigieg, whom President-elect Joe Biden tapped to lead the Department of Transportation last month, will likely have to convince skeptical
lawmakers on Capitol Hill to back a green infrastructure package — no easy feat.
"Whether or not he will be a good negotiator, it's hard to tell," said Beth Osborne, director of the advocacy group Transportation for America
and a former aide to Senate Environment and Public Works ranking member Tom Carper (D-Del.).
"I think we've all seen his skill in explaining things, breaking things down and debating skeptics," Osborne said. "So those are certainly good
signs. But we'll have to wait and see how it applies in Congress."
Biden is expected to make a green infrastructure package a top priority in the first 100 days of his administration (E&E News PM, Nov. 12,
2020). The measure could draw from the "Moving Forward Act," H.R. 2, a $1.5 trillion infrastructure bill that passed the House last summer
but stalled in the Senate. And if past is prologue, Buttigieg will be a key face of the push on Capitol Hill.
When President Obama pitched his signature transportation bill, the Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, thenTransportation Secretary Anthony Foxx made frequent trips to Congress to shore up support.
"After hundreds of Congressional meetings, two bus tours, visits to 43 states and so much uncertainty — and 36 short term extensions —
it has been a long and bumpy ride to a long-term transportation bill," Foxx said in a statement after Obama signed the FAST Act into law in
2015.
Small-town advantage
This time around, Buttigieg could have an important advantage over Obama's second Transportation secretary, Osborne said.
While Foxx was the former mayor of Charlotte, N.C. — population 872,000 — Buttigieg is the past mayor of South Bend, Ind. — population
102,000. That could help Buttigieg win over Republican lawmakers who represent more rural areas.
"One of the great things that Mayor Pete has going for him — I guess I should call him Secretary-designate Pete now — is that he doesn't
come from a large city," Osborne said.
"When someone from a town like South Bend says things, it all of a sudden sounds relevant to a much larger swath of the country," she
added. "The message can be identical. The messenger changes how it's heard."
Any infrastructure bill will have to go through the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, where Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (RW.Va.) is in line to become the top Republican member.
"She's a good consensus-builder, as [previous Chairman John] Barrasso [R-Wyo.] was," D.J. Gribbin, the former infrastructure adviser to
President Trump, previously told E&E News of Capito (E&E Daily, Dec. 22, 2020).
"I think the bigger question is, does the fact that the White House changed hands change the dynamics of the Senate strategy?" said Gribbin,
who's now a nonresident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution.
Republican members of the EPW panel may be less willing to compromise on key issues with a Democratic president, Gribbin said.
And even under Trump, lawmakers clashed over how to pay for an infrastructure bill, whether by raising the federal gasoline tax or
implementing a fee on vehicle miles traveled.
"From a strategic standpoint, it might make it difficult not just for the chair, but for the members of the committee, to be so
accommodating," Gribbin said.
Buttigieg, who was a frequent talking head on Fox News during the election, has continued to hit the cable news circuit since being tapped
to lead DOT. Along the way, the former mayor has offered important clues as to how he would approach infrastructure and climate policy.
In a Dec. 20 interview with CNN, for example, Buttigieg vowed to engage with a broad coalition of groups on the issue, including organized
labor.
"I'm looking forward to joining the team that President-elect Biden is assembling and working with folks around the country, business,
labor, environmental groups and, of course, with Congress to actually get something done," he said.
"A deal is not just possible — it's necessary," he added. "Americans shouldn't settle for less than our peers around the developed world
when it comes to the infrastructure resources that we really count on."
In a subsequent interview with MSNBC on Dec. 23, Buttigieg said he views climate change as one of four pillars of infrastructure policy,
along with safety, equity and jobs.
"When it comes to climate, again, in many ways that's a safety issue, too," he said. "It's certainly an issue about whether we're going to
have a safe and prosperous future. And that depends on having cleaner, greener, better ways to get around the country."

In addition to interviews, Buttigieg held a virtual meeting Wednesday with Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) to review
legislative priorities.
The pair discussed an infrastructure bill as well as Schumer's "Clean Cars for America" proposal, which would provide cash incentives for
drivers to trade in their old gasoline-powered cars for new electric vehicles (Greenwire, Dec. 30, 2020).
"I am one who has believed that we need a big, bold and green infrastructure bill. And now we will have an effective ally in the administration
and the personages of Pete Buttigieg to help get that done," Schumer said at a brief news conference before the meeting.
Besides Schumer, Buttigieg has spoken in recent weeks with Todd Hauptli, the CEO of the American Association of Airport Executives, and
a group of mayors including Eric Garcetti of Los Angeles and Lori Lightfoot of Chicago.

Increased focus on infrastructure spending expected under Biden administration, experts say
BY LIZ CAREY | DECEMBER 31, 2020
Increased spending directed at improving U.S. infrastructure and a rethinking of transportation policies is expected under President-Elect
Joe Biden’s administration, transportation industry thought leaders with the law firm Venable LLP said recently.

Members of Venable’s infrastructure team, including partner James Burnley, former U.S. Secretary of Transportation; Fred Wagner, former
chief counsel for the U.S. Federal Highway Administration under the Obama administration; and attorney Ariel Wolf, leader of Venable’s
Mobility and Transportation Technology team, spoke during a webinar earlier this month.

Burnley said that narrow majorities in both the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate mean that Democrats and Republicans are going
to have to come together to get things accomplished on transportation and infrastructure issues.

“This is going to be really hard and it’s going to require people of goodwill on all sides of these issues to work together or we’re going to be
where we’ve been for the last several years – stuck in a vicious cycle of revenue every year that will be less than the amount needed just to
cover the current needs,” he said.

Burnley said that it could take some time for the Biden administration’s executive team to get in place. Citing past administrations, Burnley
said it could be late in the year before some executive-level staffers are confirmed by the Senate.

First on the agenda, he said, would likely be the Highway Trust Fund reauthorization bill and addressing infrastructure needs.

Burnley noted that Biden’s plan – Build Back Better – would outlay $2 trillion over the next four years to address infrastructure needs. In
addition, the Moving Forward Act, H.R. 2, which was approved by the U.S. House in July, would rebuild American infrastructure by providing
$1.5 trillion for investments in roads, bridges, and transit, along with funds for broadband access, energy, wastewater, housing, innovation,
and healthcare.

The new administration will likely also put a focus on environmental issues and clean transportation, as well as regulations regarding travel
and the coronavirus.

Wolf raised a question regarding technology and innovation of whether the Biden administration would continue with the Trump
administration’s policies of stepping out of the way and letting tech companies move ahead with their developments, or whether it would
be more proactive in developing safety standards for technology innovations like autonomous cars and unmanned aircraft systems.

Wagner noted that just about all of the incoming administration’s transportation policies would be touched by civil rights and equity
discussions. The idea of “mobility as a right” will impact planning and development, environmental justice, and other areas of transportation
policy, he said.

“Mobility as a right means that we need to think about what solutions are there for folks who can’t afford cars, but who still need access to
jobs, still need access to services … still need access to medical care,” Wagner said.

He anticipated that funding mechanisms would have an emphasis on those types of issues and that transportation projects would be
weighed against the scale of how to promote the welfare of disadvantaged communities.

Wagner also said that any discussions about civil rights issues would center around climate change. Incorporating greener transportation
policies will require rethinking how projects are funded and what gets priority, Burnley said. More drivers switching to electric vehicles may
require a transition away from replenishing the Highway Trust Fund with gas taxes and possibly toward a vehicle miles traveled tax.

The Biden administration is also expected to focus on improving the nation’s rail infrastructure.

“I think what we’ll see is a President Biden who wants to make sure that in any package enacted involving infrastructure, that his rail
initiatives are a substantial part of that,” Burnley said.

Funding Opportunities
FY 2021 Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Application Workshop Announced
RTP Application due March 3, 2021
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) will be conducting a virtual application workshop for FY 2021
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) funds due to public safety concerns regarding COVID-19. The workshop will be held on Wednesday,
January 13, 2021, at 9:00 am.
Join from a video system or application
Dial 1772540392@algov.webex.com
You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number.
RTP applications for FY 2021 will be accepted beginning Wednesday, January 13, 2021, through 12:00 Noon on Wednesday, March 3, 2021.
For more information email: latoya.edwards@adeca.alabama.gov

New CDBG GRANT Program
To Address COVID-19 Impacts (currently no deadline)
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) is in the process of developing a special Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) grant program to address COVID-19 impacts.
DETAILS: Currently, no application deadline, grant ceilings or other program details have been finalized.
MORE DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE; however, please download the guide below to get started and identify potential
partners as needed.
CLICK HERE to download the Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response that will assist applicants to
begin thinking about possible project needs.
Please note that applications to the CDBG program must be in the name of a local government as the applicant/grantee.
Partnerships and agreements with other agencies/entities, etc. can be developed as necessary. CDBG projects must also benefit primarily
low and moderate-income people and this requirement will likely remain for the new funds.
RESOURCES/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
The Department has technical assistance providers that may be available to assist grantees in their implementation of CDBG Funds for
activities to prevent or respond to the spread of infectious disease.
Please contact your local CPD Field Office Director to request technical assistance from HUD staff or a TA provider.
Submit your questions to:
CPDQuestionsAnswered@hud.gov
COVID-19 (“Coronavirus”) Information and Resources: https://www.hud.gov/coronavirus
CPD Program Guidance and Training: https://www.hudexchange.info/program-support/
EDA CARES ACT RECOVERY ASSISTANCE (currently no deadline)
OVERVIEW
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, signed into law by President Donald J. Trump on March 27, 2020, provides
the Economic Development Administration (EDA) with $1.5 billion for economic development assistance programs to help communities
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus.
EDA CARES Act Recovery Assistance, which is being administered under the authority of the bureau’s flexible Economic Adjustment
Assistance (EAA) (PDF) program, provides a wide-range of financial assistance to communities and regions as they respond to and recover
from the impacts of the pandemic.

Opportunity Zones
EDA's Opportunity Zone Web Page
EDA now has an EDA Opportunity Zone Web page for economic development stakeholders and others to use as a resource to further
help foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in economically distressed areas across the United States.
Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging
and Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to
match Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307),
Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This
information has been publicized HERE
To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov.

Just For Fun (THIS IS SATIRE, AND JUST FOR FUN)
National Debt has me All Shook Up

January 8th is a pretty historic date, for a lot of reasons. For one, it is Elvis’ birthday, but it was also the date of the
Battle of New Orleans in 1815; where, Andrew Jackson was out-numbered by the British and led his small unprepared
army to victory. [side note] Andrew Jackson’s headquarters during the war of 1812 is where the Battle House Hotel
sits in downtown Mobile on Water Street, and Elvis once stayed at the Battle House!
Also on this day, 20 years after the victory in New Orleans, the then President Andrew Jackson was the only president
to have the national debt to ZERO, on January 8th, 1835.
The current national debt is over $26 TRILLION. If every household in America paid $1,000 per month, it would take
17 years to pay off the debt.

BTW, $79,000 will get you a 2020 BMW 8 series, on sale of course...

In the News

Earlier this week, our crews began the next phase of a multi-year widening project on Zeigler Blvd that will alleviate traffic congestion and
create a safer environment for motorists and pedestrians. Once the total project is completed, Zeigler Blvd will have four lanes from
Schillinger Road to Forest Hill Drive, sidewalks, bicycle trails and a raised median in front of Langan Park designed around several oak
trees that will be preserved during the construction process. Check out this video to learn more.

Perch Creek Bridge Replacement
The Alabama Department of Transportation began work this morning on replacing the Perch Creek Bridge along State Route 163. The
project is also being partially funded as one of the City of Mobile’s NFWF’s Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund projects.
It will include the demolition of the existing bridge, construction of a new bridge in its place, new paving and the addition of a buffered
bicycle lane. This project will ultimately help spur hydrologic and environmental restoration in this area and will also address persistent
stormwater runoff issues.

The new bridge is part of larger plans we have for the Perch Creek area that include the preservation of sensitive habits and additional
amenities for residents.

Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao Resigns, Citing Violence
At Capitol
January 7, 20211:46 PM ET

ALANA WISE

Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao looks on as President Donald Trump speaks following a meeting on infrastructure at Trump Tower in August 2017.
Drew Angerer/Getty Images
Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao announced she is resigning, citing the "traumatic and entirely avoidable" violence at the U.S. Capitol on
Wednesday. Her resignation will be effective next Monday.
In a letter to colleagues, Chao said, "It has deeply troubled me in a way that I simply cannot set aside."
Chao is the highest-ranking member of President Trump's administration yet to resign following the deadly mob violence at the Capitol, fueled by
Trump's own support of the crowd gathering in protest of his election loss.
In resigning, Chao, who is married to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, joins others in Trump's orbit who are leaving the administration:
Stephanie Grisham, chief of staff to first lady Melania Trump; Sarah Matthews, a deputy press secretary; and Matt Pottinger, the deputy national
security adviser.

Concrete Pour Set To Begin On Pensacola Bay Bridge Repairs
January 8, 2021

Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) contractors have set multiple beam spans and will begin pouring concrete for the deck on the Pensacola Bay Bridge.
Beams and decks are part of the bridge superstructure that support traffic and bear the load passing over it. The deck, the surface of the bridge that will serve as a
roadway for vehicles are supported by the beams.
Simultaneously, multiple teams are:
▪ Demolishing damaged spans on the bridge.
▪ Removing debris near the bottom of the bay.
▪ Fabricating multiple concrete piles, piers, and beams for reconstruction from the Pensacola precast yard and a facility in Tampa.
▪ Driving piles and setting beams to repair bridge spans.
Motorists should continue to use all available detour routes, which include the Garcon Point Bridge and State Road 87. At this time, tolls on the Garcon Point Bridge have
been suspended through Tuesday, January 12, 2021. Commuters can also use the Escambia County Area Transit’s (ECAT) temporary bus route travel between
Pensacola and Gulf Breeze free of charge.
The Pensacola Bay Bridge has a targeted re-opening date of March 2021. Once repairs are complete, all four lanes will be open with no load restrictions. As each repair
method is developed, FDOT will be conducting reviews to ensure the contractor is hitting all milestones in the established schedule.

ALDOT closing CR-6 overpass over I-65 in Castleberry for bridge raising
•

UPDATED JAN 6, 2021 | POSTED ON JAN 6, 2021

CASTLEBERRY, Ala. --The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) will begin a bridge raising project on the CR-6 overpass above I-65 in
Castleberry on Tuesday, January 12.

The overpass will be closed to traffic at Exit-83 while work is performed, however motorists wishing to make right turns from exit ramps will still be
allowed to do so.

Northbound I-65 motorists wishing to travel west on CR- 6 will need to use Exit-93 to access the west side of the overpass and southbound I-65
motorists wishing to travel east on CR- 6 will need to use Exit-77 to access the east side of the overpass.

Detour signage will be in place to assist motorists as needed during the partial road closure.

The scope of the project work includes raising the bridge elevation by jacking up the existing bridge deck & girders, raising the bearing elevation where
the girders sit on top of the bent caps, building the bridge abutment approaches to the new elevations, and tying back in the I-65/CR-6 ramps.

The $657 thousand-dollar project was awarded to McInnis Construction, LLC and is anticipated to be completed by March 2021.

The map of the detour is attached.

Transportation Research
U.S. Department of Transportation Announces Research Topics
for Upcoming Small Business Innovation Research Program
Solicitation
Thursday, January 7, 2021
Six Department Operating Administrations are expected to issue a total of 13 topics for this year’s SBIR
Solicitation, totaling $1.9 million
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation (the Department) has issued its Small Business
Innovation Research (SBIR) program Fiscal Year 2021 pre-solicitation to provide a preview of the 13 topics
expected to be featured in this year’s solicitation. The pre-solicitation also includes an opportunity to submit
questions via the Department’s SBIR Q&A website. Information on the proposed topics and how to participate in
the Q&A can be found here.
“Small businesses are responsible for two-thirds of net new jobs created in America; this small business
innovation research program will help small companies in the transportation sector to build the transportation
system of the future,” said U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao.
The topics expected to be funded this year focus on applying innovation and technology to address research
challenges in areas such as materials, infrastructure, and safety across the following Department Operating
Administrations:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Federal Highway Administration
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
Federal Railroad Administration
Federal Transit Administration
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration

This year’s solicitation activities will include the Department’s second annual Pitch Day, which will allow small
businesses selected as finalists to virtually “pitch” their proposal idea to Department staff.
Each year, the SBIR Program awards contracts to small businesses across the country to spur research and
commercialization of innovative transportation technologies. A full list of past years’ awardees is available here.
The SBIR Program encourages domestic small businesses to engage in Federal Research/Research and
Development (R/R&D) that has the potential for commercialization. The program awards contracts in two
phases, and recognizes a third phase leading up to commercialization.
For more information visit the Department’s SBIR Program website.

Subject: INFORMATION: MUTCD – Official Ruling No. 2(09)-174 (I) – Uses of and
Nonstandard Syntax on Changeable Message Signs
From: Mark R. Kehrli [DIGITALLY SIGNED]
Director, Office of Transportation
Operations

Date: January 4, 2021

In Reply Refer To:
HOTO-1

To: Federal Lands Highway Division Directors
Division Administrators
Purpose: The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an official interpretation of the provisions of the 2009 edition of the Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways (MUTCD) related to changeable message sign messaging. Specifically,
we have been asked whether the MUTCD provides for displays on changeable message signs (CMS) that use unconventional wording
typically not found on standard signing and how public input into the development of CMS messages may be used. This information
will clarify the provisions of the MUTCD and will assist States and local agencies in ensuring that their traffic control devices will
promote the safe and efficient utilization of the highways.
Background: A CMS can be an effective tool to provide real-time traffic regulatory, warning, or guidance information to the traveling
public. In most cases, the messages displayed on CMS are related to traffic delays, travel times, lane closures, rerouting due to
traffic incidents, and similar strategies to manage traffic actively on the highway system. With few exceptions, the MUTCD limits the
use of CMS to the display of traffic operational, regulatory, warning, and guidance information.1 Chapter 2L of the MUTCD contains
information on all the general types of messages allowed on CMS.
A determination of whether a specific CMS message is suitable begins with consideration of the fundamental principles common to all
official traffic control devices:
Traffic control devices or their supports shall not bear any advertising message or any other message that is not related to traffic control.2
In addition, for a traffic control device to be effective, it should meet the following characteristics:3

A. Fulfill a need;
B. Command attention;

C. Convey a clear, simple meaning;
D. Command respect from road users; and
E. Give adequate time for proper response.
It is when these five traffic control device principles are engineered into the design, placement, and use of a CMS that it is most
effective. When one or more of these principles is compromised, so, too, is the effectiveness of the CMS.
Similarly, it has been shown that inappropriate or excessive use of a traffic control device can diminish its effectiveness:
A standard device used where it is not appropriate is as objectionable as a non-standard device; in fact, this might be worse,
because such misuse might result in disrespect at those locations where the device is needed and appropriate.4
The application of this principle to CMS becomes even more complex as it can refer to the location of the CMS itself, the frequency of
display of messages on the CMS, the content of the message displayed, or combinations thereof.
The following illustrates the application of the five principles of an effective traffic control device as they apply to CMS:

1. Fulfill a need. Signs fulfill a need by providing regulatory, warning, or guidance information to the road user at
the point that information is needed to ensure safe and efficient operation. The primary purpose of CMS is to
provide relevant information on changing highway traffic conditions. To meet this need, these signs are most
often located in advance of major junctions, before areas prone to incidents or adverse road-weather conditions,
and in areas of recurring congestion on facilities with higher volumes and speeds where driver workload demands
are high. Thus, the need to display a message is determined in response to nonpermanent or temporal factors.
2. Command attention. By their nature of displaying an illuminated message and, often, by their placement to take
advantage of long viewing distances and in an overhead position, electronic CMS tend to capture the attention of
the road user.
3. Convey a clear, simple meaning. Clear and simple messages are easy to read and comprehend with only short
glances away from the roadway, resulting in minimal visual and cognitive distraction from the driving task. The
use of witticisms, colloquialisms, and popular culture references that target or are comprehended only by a limited
segment of the population is not consistent with a clear, simple meaning for all. Instead, these messages rely on
hidden meanings or targeted cultural knowledge to understand the message. Similarly, the use of newly coined
terms (neologisms), words combining the meanings of two words or blending of sounds (portmanteaus),
metadata tags ("hashtags"), electronic shorthand ("Internet slang"), and other forms that do not use conventional
syntax do not convey a clear, simple meaning to many road users.
4. Command respect from road users. Respect for CMS is gained through the posting of information that is relevant
to all road users at the location and time it is displayed. Just as important, CMS messages also command respect
through the consistent use of simple, official language and design. The use of colloquialisms, popular culture
references, and other types of indirect or potentially esoteric messaging tends to diminish respect of a CMS as a
traffic control device because of its unauthoritative tone and its similarity to promotional advertising that employs
a similar approach.
5. Give adequate time for proper response. The use of nonstandard or unconventional syntax in a message often
results in significantly longer times for the observer to recognize and process. Further, if comprehension of such a
message is poor, then a significant portion of drivers will not respond accordingly or might respond unpredictably,
negating any potential benefit that might be gained.
It is important to recognize that the non-static nature and advanced technological capabilities of CMS still require adherence to the
principles that govern other types of official traffic signs whose messages do not change. While many of the criteria specific to CMS
are stated in Chapter 2L of the MUTCD, it is not an independent or comprehensive Chapter unto itself. Other criteria, such as
background and legend color, for example, are stated in Chapter 2A and apply to CMS.
Similarly, the format, content, and amount of legend displayed on CMS should be based on scientific principles that account for the
human factors that include the information processing capabilities of the road user, habituation, and credulity. These principles
should not be relegated to lesser importance simply because of the procedures by which the CMS are operated or because of the
attractiveness and versatility of their capabilities. For those cases in which a new technology exists, but appears not to be
addressed in the MUTCD, the official interpretation and official experimentation provisions5 of the MUTCD apply.

USDOT announces first-ever plan targeting pedestrian injuries, fatalities
BY DOUGLAS CLARK | NOVEMBER 25, 2020
The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) said its recently released Pedestrian Safety Action Plan seeks to address the reduction of
pedestrian injuries and fatalities on America’s roads.

“This unprecedented comprehensive safety effort is focused solely on protecting pedestrians because crossing a street should not be lethal
for thousands of adults and children every year,” Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao said.

Under the guidance of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Administrator Nicole R. Nason and National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) Deputy Administrator James Owens, the plan targets NHTSA’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System findings revealing
17 percent of all traffic fatalities last year involved pedestrians – noting 6,205 pedestrians were killed in traffic crashes, representing 44
percent more than in 2010.

“Reducing pedestrian fatalities is a team effort that requires collaboration between federal, state, and local transportation leaders,” Nason
said. “We need safer roads and this plan provides a road map to get us there.”

The USDOT maintains the Pedestrian Safety Action Plan endeavors to promote expanded use of countermeasures, technology, and datadriven practices to address pedestrian fatalities and injuries.

“At some point in the day, we are all pedestrians – especially right now, when everyone wants to get outside for some fresh air,” NHTSA
Deputy Administrator James Owens said. “Everyone has a role to play in ensuring pedestrian safety, and this Pedestrian Safety Action Plan
will help communities, drivers, and pedestrians take steps to save lives.”

NHTSA Releases Pedestrian Safety Playbook and Active Transportation Data Visualizations
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) released a playbook with social media strategies and resources to
support Pedestrian Safety Month activities. It provides information on vehicle speed enforcement and Walk to School Day activities; distracted drivers
and impaired pedestrians; illegal school bus passing; and conspicuity/Day Light Saving Time, and older pedestrians. NHTSA also developed two
interactive data visualization dashboards displaying pedestrian and bicyclist fatality data between 2010 and 2018. Based on Fatality Analysis Reporting
System data, the dashboard allows users to view key data by State, year, month, time of day, age group, and land type. Click HERE to see the Playbook.

FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS:
States and Local Governments Reported Benefits to Federal Highway Fund Swapping, but Impacts
Cannot be Definitively Determined
GAO-21-88: Published: Oct 20, 2020. Publicly Released: Nov 19, 2020.
The Federal Highway Administration provides funding to states to build and maintain the nation's roads. When using federal dollars states
must follow federal standards such as paying prevailing wages. Some states established programs in which local agencies swap federal for
state dollars. When they do, they follow state instead of federal standards.
In the last 5 years, 15 states reported swapping programs. The amount of highway funds swapped ranged from less than 1% (Indiana) to
about 18% (Iowa). Reports were mixed on whether this meant lower wages for workers and on other potential effects.
What GAO Found
In the past 5 years, 15 states reported they had fund swapping programs, which allow local agencies, such as cities and towns, to swap their
state's proposed suballocation of federal-aid highway funds for state transportation funds. This exchange allows local agencies to undertake
local projects with state funds, rendering the projects subject to applicable state and local, rather than federal, requirements. For most
states, the reported amount of federal funds swapped is a relatively small portion of the state's overall federal-aid apportionment, ranging
from less than 1 percent to 12 percent. However, Iowa swapped about 18 percent (or about $97 million) of its federal-aid funds in 2019.
See figure.
Percentage of States' Federal-aid Funds Swapped for State Funds

Note: Data are for 2019, except for Alabama, Colorado, New Jersey, and Wisconsin where GAO presents the most recent data these state
DOT officials had available.
Officials GAO interviewed from state departments of transportation (DOTs) and selected local agencies said that they participate in fund
swapping because it increases project flexibility for local agencies and may result in time and cost savings. Obstacles officials cited included
a lack of sufficient state funds to swap with local agencies and the absence of state law authorizing fund swapping.
The impact of fund swapping on wages and other federal requirements cannot be definitively determined because, among other reasons,
state DOTs generally do not track data needed to measure these impacts. For example, state officials said that federal funds swapped by
local agencies are combined with other federal funds, so they cannot identify which projects were funded with swapped federal dollars.
State officials offered mixed views of the impact of swapping on workers' wages and other federal requirements. For example, officials in
two states that told GAO their states do not have prevailing wage laws said wages paid were not impacted by the lack of federal prevailing

wage requirements because of economic conditions in their states. Officials in two other states said that the lack of a state prevailing wage
law potentially enabled contractors to pay their workers less than the federal prevailing wage on swapped projects.
Why GAO Did This Study
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) provides funding to states to build and maintain the nation's roadways and bridges. States
must follow applicable federal standards such as laws that require contractors to pay locally prevailing wages. States can make federal
funding available to local agencies for projects, but the ability of local agencies to comply with federal requirements is a well-documented
risk area. Some states have established “fund swapping” programs where local agencies swap proposed federal funding with the state in
return for state dollars. FHWA does not directly oversee these programs, and no federal statutes or regulations authorize or prohibit fund
swapping.
GAO was asked to review swapping of federal-aid highway funds and its impact. In this report, GAO describes: (1) the extent to which states
and local agencies engage in fund swapping; (2) factors affecting whether state and local agencies engage in federal fund swapping; and (3)
what is known about the impact fund swapping has on prevailing wages paid to workers and other federal requirements. GAO reviewed
relevant regulations and reports; sent a questionnaire to officials in 50 states; and interviewed officials from 15 state DOTs that reported
having swapped funds in the past 5 years and 3 local agencies selected for program size and other factors.
The U.S. Department of Transportation provided technical comments, which we incorporated as appropriate.
For more information, contact Elizabeth Repko at (202) 512-2384 or repkoe@gao.go.

Opportunity Zones
The Department of Transportation has identified transportation assets that fall within Opportunity Zones with the goal of driving
investment of all types to these important areas.
Despite the growing national economy, economically distressed communities are located in every corner of the United States and its
territories. These communities have high levels of poverty, failing schools, job scarcity, and a lack of investment. A new tax incentive—
Opportunity Zones—was created to spur economic development and job creation by encouraging long-term investment in low-income
communities nationwide.
Read about our partner’s roles in Opportunity Zones:
• Housing and Urban Development: Implementation Plan for The White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council
• The IRS: Tax reform creates opportunity zone tax incentive
• Treasury Department Community Development Financial Institutions Fund
The Opportunity Zone designation encourages investment in communities by granting investors extensive Federal tax advantages for
using their capital gains to finance new projects and enterprises. There are more than 8,700 designated Qualified Opportunity Zones
located in all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and five United States territories. Of the Qualified Opportunity Zones 40 percent are in
rural census tracts, 38 percent are in urban tracts, and 22 percent are in suburban tracts.
South Alabama Opportunity Zones

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/subdoc/906/build-fact-sheet2019.pdf

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected
from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms
related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist
within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·
Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.
·
None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for
pedestrian.
·
The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word,
phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

