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ALDOT extends FTA 5310 grant deadline plus Urban FTA 5310 and State and Urban TAP (see funding Opportunities). The Mobile MPO
met last week; please see Mobile MPO Updates. In Legislative Updates a new infrastructure plan gains momentum while the House GOP
OKs Spending Earmarks, Boosting Infrastructure Plan. In The News, there is a new plan for streets in downtown Mobile, while a MPO
member questions funding. Also In The News is the new pedestrian bridge in Gulf Shores and AMTRAK. This week’s Just For Fun will have
you jumping for joy. Have a great weekend.
Check out ALGO Traffic before you travel!
www.mobilempo.org
Check us out on FACEBOOK; SARPC Transportation Video, this is what we do HERE
Want to know what other SARPC departments do?
• Planning and Community Development
• Area Agency on Aging
• Employment and Economic Development
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP

Mobile MPO Updates
The Mobile MPO met on March 10, 2021, 10:00AM
The Mobile MPO met on Wednesday, March 10th, 2021 at 10:00 am via GoToMeeting.com. The agenda was as followed:
1. Call to Order
2. Consider amendment to 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) STPAA, Mobile County, 100072915 Gopher
Tortoise Mitigation Habitat Development $300,000 Resolution 21-001
3. Consider amendment to 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) STPMB (CN) - New Alignment of CR-25 (McFarland
Road) From CR-28 (Old Pascagoula Road) to CR-358 (Three Notch Road) $13,100,000 Resolution 21-002
4. Delete 100056130; ( UT ); BR; Replace Bridge, Bin 008714, SR-16 (US-90) Westbound Over Tensaw-Spanish River. Resolution 21003
5. Consider amendment to 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FTA 5310 funds to include the Program of Projects
Resolution 21-004:
City of Satsuma ($33,085 Federal/$33,085 Local); Via Health and Fitness Center ($38,400 Federal/$9,600 local) and the South
Alabama Regional Planning Commission for program administration ($31,736 Federal/$0 Local)
6. Approval of the FY2020-2023 Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan Resolution 21-005
7. Review report of the Mobile MPO Pubic Participation Process. (No Resolution)
8. Approve modification to the Mobile MPO Public Participation Plan (PPP), which outlines the public involvement procedures for the
Mobile MPO transportation documents, to include the Limited English Proficiency Plan. Resolution 21-006
9. Modification of the 2021 Unified Planning Work Program to account for a Mobile Area Wide Major Road Plan, in regards to Mobile
County and it’s connectivity to all municipal planning documents. Resolution 21-007
10. Approve updated performance measures for Transit Asset Management, Transit Safety, PM1 (Safety), and PM 3 (Congestion and
Freight) Resolution 21-008
11. Approve modification to the Mobile MPO Bylaws creating MPO Vice Chairperson Resolution 21-009
12. Approve modification to the Mobile TCC/CAC Bylaws creating TCC/CAC Vice Chairperson Resolution 21-010
13. Discussion of FHWA Notice N4510.851 – Apportionment of Highway Infrastructure Program Funds Pursuant to the Coronavirus
Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021: $3,193,942 Highway/ $55,000 Transit apportioned to Mobile MPO
(No Resolution)
14. Discussion on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge (No Resolution)
15. Old Business
16. New Business
17. Adjourn

Covid-19 in Mobile County Preliminary Findings of Traffic Pattern Impacts
South Alabama
Regional Planning
Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama
36602
(251) 433-6541

Mobile MPO Staff recently analyzed the traffic patterns in Mobile, and how COVID -19 effected the volume, speeds, and crashes from 20192020. This presentation is the MPO’s interpretation of data provided by ALDOT.
In terms of impacts on travel patterns, the following were the impacts of COVID-19.
• Traffic volumes reduced considerably
• Speeds reduced slightly
• Crashes dropped significantly

HERE is the entire presentation .

SARPC staff have been working on statistics concerning how COVID-19 has affected travel patterns in the Mobile Urbanized area. For information on
these statistics and travel patterns please contact ajohnson@sarpc.org

ENVISION 2045 IS THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP)
The LRTP is multimodal in scope, and is based on public input, and a travel demand forecast model. In 2019, an online survey was
conducted with almost 150 respondents. Questions ranged from where is the worst congestion, what roads need improvements,
problems with the transit systems, etc. There were a lot of comments about the I-10 Mobile River Bridge and the potential for tolls. Prior
to the online survey, staff also conducted a South Alabama Freight Forum, which was an opportunity to hear from large manufacturers
and trucking companies, to find out what the top issues are concerning the movement of freight in South Alabama. The Bicycle /
Pedestrian plan was updated, and the public transit section was authored by the Wave Transit, less the Demand Response Transit Study.
The Climate Change element, or Extreme Event Planning, remained almost unchanged from Destination 2040 LRTP.
The LRTP Envision 2045 was adopted by the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization on April 22, 2020.
More information on the new plan can be found at https://www.envision2045.org/

FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2020-2023) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile
study area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area.
The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects
that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are

programmed into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities
established by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For
other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding categories. Most
often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for transportation
improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out
HERE.

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
None this week

South Alabama RPO Updates
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) met in October using the GoToMeeting app. The agenda included:
•
•

Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting (these will be sent out soon)
Review and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2021 Work Program (available for review online at:
http://mobilempo.org/RPO/RPO%20Documents/2021%20Documents/Draft%20FY%202021%20RPO%20Work%20Program.pdf

•

Review and adoption of the Fiscal Years 2020-2023 Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan (available for review
online at:
http://mobilempo.org/Documents/Planning/FY2021/2020-2023%20HSCTP%20for%20SARPC.pdf

The RPO Transportation Plan Project List (available for review online at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html SARPC
Rural Planning Organization

Projects in Region Let March 26th, 2021
MOBILE COUNTY
• For constructing the Widening, Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on CR-33 (Dawes Road) from the junction of Scott Dairy
Loop Road South to the junction of D 'Iberville Drive West northwest of Theodore. Length 1.336 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this
project is from $1,199,352 to $1,465,875 .
•

For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on I-10 through the Wallace Tunnel in Mobile. Length 0.887 mi. The Bracket
Estimate on this project is from $1,302,003 to $1,591,337 .

BALDWIN COUNTY
• For constructing the Additional Turn Lanes and Traffic Signal Upgrades on CR-44 at the intersection of SR-42 (US-98) in Fairhope.
Length 0.330 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $932,399 to $1,139,599 .
•

For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Steel Blockout Replacement, and Traffic Stripe on SR-3 (US-31) from a point south of the Bay Minette
City Limits (MP 17.489) to the junction of West Pine Street to include Intersection Improvements at SR-59. Length 3.569 mi. The Bracket
Estimate on this project is from $1,825,896 to $2,231,651 .

ESCAMBIA COUNTY
None at this time.

What’s Under Construction? Project Status

Legislative Updates
Chair DeFazio Announces Full Committee Hearing Next Week with Transportation
Secretary Buttigieg
March 18, 2021
Washington, DC - Today, Chair of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Peter DeFazio (D-OR) announced a Full Committee hearing
titled, “The Administration’s Priorities for Transportation Infrastructure.” During this hearing, Committee Members will have an opportunity to discuss
the Biden administration’s priorities with Secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation Pete Buttigieg, who is scheduled to appear virtually.
In announcing this hearing, Chair DeFazio said: “Secretary Buttigieg’s appearance before the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee couldn’t
come at a more consequential time. Right now, our Committee is working on the details of transformational surface transportation reauthorization
legislation that I intend to move through our Committee later this spring as part of the broader infrastructure push. The time to go big and bold on our
Nation’s crumbling infrastructure has arrived, and I’m ready to turn our conversations with Secretary Buttigieg, as well as President Biden and Vice
President Harris, into action to finally bring our infrastructure out of the Eisenhower Era.
“To that end, I encourage Secretary Buttigieg to eat his Wheaties next Thursday morning. The Members of my Committee are looking forward to a
robust discussion about the priorities of the Secretary and the Biden administration and learning more about how we can work together to deliver for
the American people.”
Members will appear by videoconference or in person in 2167 Rayburn House Office Building.
Additional details, including a livestream, can be found here once available. The hearing will be livestreamed through the House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure’s YouTube page.
HEARING DETAILS

The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure will hold a hearing on:
“The Administration’s Priorities for Transportation Infrastructure”
Thursday, March 25, 2021
11:00 a.m. EDT
2167 Rayburn House Office Building and virtually
** MEDIA GUIDANCE **
Some Members of the Committee may participate in the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee room, 2167 Rayburn House Office Building.
However, we strongly recommend that members of the media view the proceedings remotely. The Capitol currently has restricted access, and noncredentialed media will not be able to access House Office Buildings. Only credentialed members of the media will be allowed access to the committee
room and MUST RSVP to their respective Press Gallery no later than 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 24, 2021. Gallery contact information is below:
House Radio/TV Gallery:

radiotv@mail.house.gov
202-225-5214

House Periodical Gallery:

periodical.press@mail.house.gov
202-225-2941

House Daily Press Gallery:

dailypressgallery@mail.house.gov
202-225-3945

Photographer Gallery:

press_photo@saa.senate.gov
202-224-6548

Lawmakers Roll Out Bill to Protect Critical Infrastructure after Florida Water Hack
A group of bipartisan House lawmakers introduced legislation intended to protect critical infrastructure from cyberattacks after an unsuccessful hack of
a Florida water treatment facility. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Industrial Control Systems Enhancement Act, spearheaded by House
Homeland Security Committee ranking member John Katko (R-NY), would give more authority to the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency
(CISA) to protect critical systems against attacks. The CISA director would be required to maintain the ability to detect and respond to attacks on
industrial control systems and aid critical infrastructure groups. The director would also be required to collect and distribute information on
vulnerabilities in systems to owners and operators. The legislation is being introduced as CISA continues to grapple with two major cyber espionage
incidents likely involving Russian and Chinese hackers that have potentially compromised thousands in the U.S. government and private sector.

House GOP OKs Spending Earmarks, Boosting Infrastructure Plan
Erik Wasson | Bloomberg News March 17, 2021
House Republicans voted to allow their members to request dedicated-spending projects, known as earmarks, following that same move
by Democrats, in a positive sign for President Joe Biden’s hopes for a bipartisan infrastructure bill.
The House GOP caucus March 17 voted by secret ballot to approve earmarks, according to people familiar with the matter.
Senate Republicans still have to decide whether to participate in earmarking, which both parties banned in 2011 after years of their
association with wasteful projects and with corruption. Advocates say new transparency rules will help address those issues, and encourage
the kind of deal-making essential to bipartisan agreements.
“There’s a real concern about the administration directing where money goes; this doesn’t add one more dollar,” House Minority Leader
Kevin McCarthy said, while not specifying how he voted. “Members here know what’s most important about what’s going on in their district,
not Biden.”
Infrastructure Stories
Maintaining the ban would have limited the ability of GOP lawmakers winning inclusion of projects important to their constituencies in the
infrastructure bill Congress is now poised to debate. Republicans have divided over the issue, however, with some saying earmarks
contribute to excess federal spending, at a time that government debt is soaring.
Sen. Mitt Romney, a moderate Utah Republican, said earlier this week that earmarks “have been associated with excess and would
represent a turn to the worst.” He argued that “it’s just unnecessary spending and projects that are not necessarily in the national interest
but are more akin to the seniority of a particular individual to ask for a particular benefit.”
The House GOP move will allow Republican lawmakers to request project-level funding in their districts for appropriations bills for the fiscal
year that starts Oct. 1, as well as in transportation and water infrastructure bills. It also allows limited tax benefits and tariff exemptions.
House Democrats, who hold a majority in the chamber, have already announced they will set up a process to request such earmarks for the
coming year.
Derided by opponents as pork-barrel politics, earmarks were especially tarnished by a bribery scandal and an Alaskan “bridge to nowhere”
in the early 2000s. Republicans led the way in banning them in 2011 after they took over the House.
Infrastructure is set to be a key component of Biden’s next, longer-term economic program, in the wake of the $1.9 trillion pandemic-relief
bill he signed last week. Whether it will be wrapped together with other priorities, including addressing climate change and expanding help
for lower-income Americans, isn’t clear.
The White House is aiming to use tax increases to help pay for a portion of its longer-term plans — something that Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell said March 16 Republicans would not support. But a GOP endorsement of earmarks could boost the chance of

infrastructure getting split from the rest of Biden’s agenda, with tax hikes and other spending wrapped together in a Democrat-only
package.
Rogers added, “Regarding the overall economy, I think it will be summer before things really get crazy. The stimulus money is going to be a
big thing. There’s going to be a lot of pent-up demand.”

Legislation would improve efficiency of infrastructure projects
BY MELINA DRUGA | MARCH 16, 2021
Legislation recently introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives would make the federal permitting and environmental review
processes more efficient for major infrastructure projects.
The One Federal Decision Act would require federal agencies to develop a single permitting timetable for environmental review and
authorization decisions, require all federal authorizations and project reviews to rely on a single environmental document, and require
agencies to make all decisions on authorizations for major projects within 90 days of the issuance of a record of decision.
It also creates a process for federal agencies to adopt applicable categorical exclusions to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
process to accelerate project delivery.
Additionally, the act creates the goal of limiting the time required for environmental reviews and authorizations for major infrastructure
projects to two years. This period would begin with the publication of a notice of intent.
“America’s infrastructure needs are immediate and substantial. My legislation will ensure that we treat major infrastructure projects like
the top priority they are, not a can that we kick down the road for years on end,” U.S. Rep. Rodney Davis (R-IL), who introduced the bill,
said. “With the One Federal Decision Act, we can move projects along quicker, save taxpayer dollars, create good paying jobs, and protect
the environment all at the same time. We should all want a more streamlined, efficient government.”

Funding Opportunities
ALDOT FY-2022 SECTION 5310 NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
This is for the Rural Areas of Baldwin, Escambia, and Mobile Counties and
the Eastern Shore MPO Urban Area
ALDOT extending the deadline for submission of the FY 2022 5310 application
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), Local Transportation Bureau, is now accepting Applications for funding consideration
through the Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
provides funding for transit services that assist the state’s population of seniors and individuals with disabilities.
The following organizations are eligible to submit an application for the Section 5310 program:
1. Nonprofit organizations
2. Public bodies/Governmental Authorities that certify to the Governor that no nonprofit corporations or
associations are readily available in the proposed area to provide the service
3. Public bodies/Governmental agencies approved by ALDOT to coordinate transit services for seniors and
individuals with disabilities
Federal funds administered through ALDOT are only extended to agencies providing transit services in the small urban and rural areas of
the State.
Available federal capital funds for the Section 5310 program are approximately $ 1,162,225 for small urban areas and $ 1,638,050 for rural
areas. A local match of 20% is required.
The application package provides specific information on eligible activities and match. The Section 5310 application and the current State
Management Plan can be found at: https://www.dot.state.al.us/ltweb/transit/index.html.
Applications are evaluated based on the following criteria: financial and management capability; need for service; utilization of requested
service; proposed service characteristics; and service coordination. Projects funded through the Section 5310 Program must be derived
from a locally developed, coordinated transit-human services transportation plan (“coordinated plan”).
Completed grant applications must be submitted to the designated Regional Planning Council (Council of Governments) in the respective
geographic area of the state in which Section 5310 transportation services are proposed. Each Regional Planning Council must review grant
applications to ensure compliance with federal coordination requirements prior to submitting applications they endorse to ALDOT. Only
those grant applications formally submitted to the Regional Planning Councils for review will be considered for ALDOT funding.
The deadline for submitting applications to the Regional Planning Councils (Councils of Governments) is 5:00 P.M. on April 23rd, 2021.
Councils of Governments who either apply directly for funding or who apply for funding on behalf of other entities/organizations must
submit applications directly to ALDOT no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 30th, 2021. Applications received late will be returned.
All applications will be reviewed, evaluated, prioritized, and approved by ALDOT before ALDOT develops and submits a consolidated ALDOT
grant application to the FTA Region IV office for funding consideration.

If you have questions or comments concerning the grant application, or if information is needed in another language or alternative format,
contact Kasey Rogers, ALDOT, Local Transportation Bureau, 1409 Coliseum Boulevard, Montgomery, AL 36110; (334) 242-6764.
ALDOT does not discriminate against any individual because of race, color, or national origin.

STATE TAP
FY 2022 Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program Call for Applications (TAP)(Deadline May 28,2021)
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) is soliciting applications for the Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP) for FY 2022
Info is on the ALDOT website.... https://www.dot.state.al.us/ltweb/administration/memorandums.html
The only significant change in this year’s program is that applications must be submitted electronically. As noted in the Application and Guidelines….
“ All applications must be submitted electronically no later than 5:00 pm on May 28, 2021. Applications should be sent to
tapapp@dot.state.al.us as a .pdf file (25 mb max) with “FY 2022 TAP Application – Sponsor Name” in the subject line.
As stated last year, a sponsor with an active TAP project will not be eligible to receive a new TAP project until the existing project is authorized and let
to contract. We hope this will do several things:
1. Encourage sponsors to complete projects in a timely manner;
2. Encourage sponsors to actually cancel projects that have major issues and will probably never get built;
3. Eliminate sponsors from transferring funds from one TAP project to another.

MPO TAP
Mobile Urbanized AREA FY 2022 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Announcement and
Documents deadline noon, Friday, May 14th, 2021
Announcement
Instructions and Guidelines
Application
Ranking Process
For information regarding the FY 2022 Mobile Urbanized Area Call For Projects please contact:
Mr. Tom Piper
tpiper@sarpc.org
(251)706-4622

ELIGIBLE ITEMS
▪

Streetscape Improvements are eligible and should include items such as sidewalk replacement, landscaping, pedestrian
lighting, etc. These enhancements must be located in the downtown area (central business district in front of store
fronts). This is the only instance where replacement of deteriorated sidewalks is an eligible item.

▪

Curb Cut -to achieve ADA compliance.

▪

Lighting when it is decorative landscape or pedestrian lighting. Lighting is limited to 30%of the project cost. ·

▪

Landscaping as included in a streetscape project.

▪

Signs if there is a direct relationship
destination/distance/direction signs.

▪

Fencing for safety purposes only.

▪

Paving is approved on a case-by-case basis for repair of a street that may have been unavoidably damaged in the course
of the enhancement project.

▪

Historic streets may be restored or preserved.

▪

Drainage is approved on a case-by-case basis where it is required for construction of the project. Drainage is limited to
a small percentage of the overall project.

▪

Project Oversight- Construction engineering and inspection: Examples include: certified concrete, architectural,
landscaping, and construction inspection, etc. Oversight is limited to 15% of the project cost. If the sponsor chooses to
hire a consultant for project oversight, they must follow ALDOT's latest consultant selection procedures.

to

the

project:

Examples

include

historic

interpretation

or

U.S. Department of Transportation Announces FY 2021 Round of the
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program (deadline 3/19/2021)
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) today announced it is seeking applicants for the FY 2021 round of the Infrastructure
for Rebuilding America (INFRA) discretionary grant program to fund transportation projects of national and regional significance that are in line with the
Biden Administration’s principles for national infrastructure projects that result in good-paying jobs, improve safety, apply transformative technology,
and explicitly address climate change and racial equity. The funding available for this year’s grants totals approximately $889 million.
The Department recognizes the role that infrastructure investment plays in economic development and job creation, and the added urgency of this
funding at time when the COVID-19 pandemic has put stress on state and local budgets.
“As we work to recover and emerge from this devastating pandemic stronger than before, now is the time to make lasting investments in our nation’s
infrastructure,” said Secretary Buttigieg. “We are committed to not just rebuilding our crumbling infrastructure, but building back in a way that positions

American communities for success in the future—creating good paying jobs, boosting the economy, ensuring equity, and tackling our climate crisis. The
INFRA grant program is a tremendous opportunity to help achieve these goals."
For the first time, the USDOT seeks INFRA projects that address climate change and environmental justice. Projects will be evaluated on whether they
were planned as part of a comprehensive strategy to address climate change, or whether they support strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
such as deploying zero-emission-vehicle infrastructure or encouraging modal shift and a reduction in vehicle-miles-traveled.
Racial equity will also be considered as a selection criterion, to the extent that project sponsors have completed equity-focused community outreach,
and projects are designed to benefit underserved communities. The Department will also consider whether the project is located in a federally
designated community development zone, including qualified Opportunity Zones, Empowerment Zones, Promise Zones, or Choice Neighborhoods.
USDOT seeks projects that apply innovative technology, delivery, or financing methods with proven outcomes to deliver projects in a cost effective
manner. The Department will make awards under the INFRA program to both large and small projects. For a large project, the INFRA grant must be at
least $25 million. For a small project, the grant must be at least $5 million. Under statutory requirements, 10 percent of available funds are reserved
for small projects, and the Department must award at least 25 percent of funding for rural projects. INFRA grants may be used to fund a variety of
components of an infrastructure project, however, the Department is specifically focused on projects in which the local sponsor is significantly invested
and is positioned to proceed rapidly to construction. Eligible INFRA project costs may include: reconstruction, rehabilitation, acquisition of property
(including land related to the project and improvements to the land), environmental mitigation, construction contingencies, equipment acquisition, and
operational improvements directly related to system performance.
The INFRA NOFO also announces the creation of the “INFRA Extra” Program, which will identify competitive INFRA applicants who do not receive an
INFRA award and authorize them to seek a Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 1998 (TIFIA) loan up to 49 percent of their project
cost.
The Department will post and respond to questions related to the expanded INFRA program criteria, and post notices of upcoming webinars for
stakeholders through this site and at INFRAgrants@dot.gov.
This NOFO will remain open through Friday, March 19, 2021.
FY 2021 INFRA NOFO.pdf

INFRA 2021 How to Apply Webinar: Monday, February 22, 2021, 2:00-4:00pm EST.
Registration link: https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/es7584ig2rl2/event/event_info.html
-INFRA 2021 Preparing A Benefit Cost Analysis Webinar: Wednesday, February 24, 2021, 2:00-4:00pm EST.
Registration link: https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/e63zsqbjenqg/event/event_info.html
-INFRA 2021 How to Apply Webinar (second offering): Monday, March 1, 2021, 3:00-5:00pm EST.
Registration link: https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/egxzctky4m9i/event/event_info.html

Bloomberg Philanthropies is launching its Asphalt Art Initiative Round 2.
The Asphalt Art Initiative grant program is designed to fund visual art interventions on roadways, pedestrian spaces, and public infrastructure in U.S.
cities with the goal of:
• Improving street and pedestrian safety
• Revitalizing and activating underutilized public space
• Promoting collaboration and civic engagement in local communities.
Round 2 of the Asphalt Art Initiative was announced on March 2, 2021. The application deadline is April 30, 2021. The program will award up to 20
U.S. cities grants of up to $25,000 each. Grants will be announced by fall 2021 for projects installing during calendar year 2022.

New CDBG GRANT Program
To Address COVID-19 Impacts (currently no deadline)
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) is in the process of developing a special Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) grant program to address COVID-19 impacts.
DETAILS: Currently, no application deadline, grant ceilings or other program details have been finalized.
MORE DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE; however, please download the guide below to get started and identify potential
partners as needed.
CLICK HERE to download the Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response that will assist applicants to
begin thinking about possible project needs.
Please note that applications to the CDBG program must be in the name of a local government as the applicant/grantee.
Partnerships and agreements with other agencies/entities, etc. can be developed as necessary. CDBG projects must also benefit primarily
low and moderate-income people and this requirement will likely remain for the new funds.
RESOURCES/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
The Department has technical assistance providers that may be available to assist grantees in their implementation of CDBG Funds for
activities to prevent or respond to the spread of infectious disease.
Please contact your local CPD Field Office Director to request technical assistance from HUD staff or a TA provider.
Submit your questions to:
CPDQuestionsAnswered@hud.gov
COVID-19 (“Coronavirus”) Information and Resources: https://www.hud.gov/coronavirus
CPD Program Guidance and Training: https://www.hudexchange.info/program-support/
EDA CARES ACT RECOVERY ASSISTANCE (currently no deadline)
OVERVIEW
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, signed into law by President Donald J. Trump on March 27, 2020, provides
the Economic Development Administration (EDA) with $1.5 billion for economic development assistance programs to help communities
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus.
EDA CARES Act Recovery Assistance, which is being administered under the authority of the bureau’s flexible Economic Adjustment
Assistance (EAA) (PDF) program, provides a wide-range of financial assistance to communities and regions as they respond to and recover
from the impacts of the pandemic.

Opportunity Zones

EDA's Opportunity Zone Web Page
EDA now has an EDA Opportunity Zone Web page for economic development stakeholders and others to use as a resource to further
help foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in economically distressed areas across the United States.
Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging
and Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to
match Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307),
Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This
information has been publicized HERE
To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov.

Just For Fun (THIS IS SATIRE, AND JUST FOR FUN)
Just in Time for Spring Break in Florida, the Florida DOT found more damage to the Pensacola Bridge that was scheduled to reopen this
month. But it is Spring Break at the Redneck Riviera, and nothing is going to stop these Spring Breakers from hanging out at the beach
only to have their cups inspected for alcohol. There have been rumors of reports of people trying to jump the Pensacola Bridge .

This really happens, like HERE in south Florida. Also by accident with no alarms or gates, the bridge up and people went flying.

My kind of daredevil, is the one that tried to jump the draw bridge on a bicycle. I think the cyclist’s approach was all wrong.

In the News
MOBILE COUNCILMAN QUESTIONS MPO SPENDING, ASKS ALDOT TO INVESTIGATE
Posted by Dale Liesch Mar 16, 2021

In a letter to Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) Director John Cooper, Mobile City Councilman Fred Richardson complained
about a disparity between communities west of Interstate 65 and communities east of Interstate 65 when it comes to funding from the
Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).
Richardson, who is running for mayor, asked Cooper to audit the last two decades of projects both east and west of the interstate that were
approved by the organization, which is made up of local leaders including Richardson. He has asked Cooper to suspend MPO funding if the
audit turns up a wide disparity.
“I believe it will show that less than [10 percent] of all the hundreds of millions spent over this time span went to the 100,000 living east of
I-65,” Richardson wrote. “Sir, if my concerns turn out to be valid, I request that you order all MPO funding for Mobile be suspended until
such time this prima facie case of benign neglect is corrected — even if an MPO is created just for the city of Mobile, where board members
will be more reflective and concerned for all citizens, neighborhoods, streets and roads.”
One issue with Richardson’s request is the local MPO gets its funding on the approval of the Federal Highway Administration, another
federal agency, and ALDOT during a four-year certification cycle, Kevin Harrison, South Alabama Regional Planning Commission
transportation director, said.
During the last certification review two years ago, Harrison said he included complaints from Richardson and Councilman Levon Manzie
over an apparent disparity in funding between the east and west areas of the city and the board still cleared the overview. In fact, in the
last 30 years, the Mobile MPO has received accolades during the certification review process, Harrison said.
Also, the issue is more nuanced than Richardson makes it out to be in the letter, Harrison said. Since the 1970s, the MPO has dealt with
funding exclusively for increased capacity, which means dealing with congestion. Those projects are typically designated for areas west of
I-65, Harrison said, because that’s where the majority of development is taking place and where new subdivisions are being built.
“Zeigler Boulevard is a good example,” Harrison said. “The entire Zeigler Boulevard corridor is about to be under construction. That’s not
because it’s west of I-65; it’s based on need, period.”
Of the 15 projects the MPO board has approved for the years 2020 to 2023, three are east of I-65, according to documents on the MPO
website. Those projects include $7 million for Dauphin Street between Sage Avenue and Springhill Medical Center. There is also funding for
improved signalization on Government Street from Broad Street to the Bankhead Tunnel.
“I understand his concern if you look at the dollar amounts,” Harrison said. “Other projects are more expensive, but at the same time, it’s
where the need is as far as capacity is concerned.”
Richardson and others have argued St. Stephens Road needs additional capacity. At issue for the MPO is the road is a U.S. highway and the
board’s funds are spent on local road issues, Harrison said.
“MPO funds are never used for a shielded route,” Harrison said. “MPO funds, since 1971, have been spent on non-shielded routes that are
the responsibility of cities and counties.”
Despite this, he said, the MPO commissioned a study on the needs of U.S. Highway 45, including possible projects and price tags.
“They came up with recommendations and some are pricey,” Harrison said.

The Transformational Plan to Improve Downtown Streets will be Revealed
By Carol Hunter March 18, 2021
After months of study and input from residents, employees, city staffers, and visitors, the results of the Downtown Mobile Street
Optimization initiative are ready to be unveiled. The Downtown Mobile Alliance will be hosting a webinar to present the plan. Jeff Speck
FAICP, one of the country's leading urban designers, will reveal the transformational recommendations to improve and make safer the
Downtown Mobile street grid for those who use it every day. (Hint: more parking, more bikes, more pedestrians, fewer car crashes.)
There is no charge to attend the webinar, however participants must register in advance. Once registered, attendees will be emailed a link
to the webinar. Register here.

Buttigieg touts "once in a century opportunity" to improve infrastructure
BY MUSAD IQ BIDAR MARCH 18, 2021
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said Thursday that the U.S. has a "once in a century opportunity" to push forward infrastructure
reforms and added that the country is on the verge of an "infrastructure season" that could potentially turn into an "infrastructure decade."
Buttigieg spoke Thursday at the virtual South by Southwest festival.
"In the last administration, infrastructure week became a punchline," Buttigieg said during a keynote session. "We kept getting our hopes
up for something big to happen on infrastructure and it never did."
The new transportation secretary said his vision of 21st century infrastructure includes the "unglamorous" task of repairing the roads and
bridges across the country, while making sure transportation plays a critical role in helping battle climate change.
"Transportation can be a part of the solution," Buttigieg said. "In fact, it has to be because transportation is the biggest part of the problem.
We're the biggest sector when it comes to greenhouse gas emissions, which means improving transportation is the biggest thing we can do
to get our economy on the right track."

According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), greenhouse gas emissions from transportation account for nearly 30% of total
U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. The EPA says that between 1990 and 2018, greenhouse gas emissions in the transportation sector increased
more in absolute terms than any other sector.
Buttigieg said breakthroughs in technology and politics are necessary for the transportation industry to make an impact on fighting climate
change. The "electrictrification of cars" is an important milestone in that direction, he said, but acknowledged that electric vehicles alone
won't solve the problem.
"If your car is electric and your electricity comes from coal then it is not a clean car," Buttigieg said, adding that he wants a "vigorous debate"
between Republicans and Democrats on how the U.S can get to net-zero emissions by 2050.
"What we want to be arguing over is whose plan is best rather than whether we should do it at all because frankly we are out of time for
that argument. We literally can't afford to stay bogged down," Buttigieg said.
Buttigieg has also stressed the need to improve the nation's railway system during his first few weeks in office. Last month, he visited Union
Station in Washington D.C. to meet with Amtrak workers and transit executives.
On Thursday, he touted the importance of the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan for the transportation industry and said the resources
provided will allow the country's transit systems to continue operating.

The coronavirus pandemic severely impacted Amtrak, which lost 90% of its ridership last year and was forced to disclose plans for cutting
a fifth of its workforce. Buttigieg said the additional resources are "critical" for Amtrak's ability to operate on all of its routes.
The former South Bend, Indiana, mayor said the passenger rail service in America should not be inferior to that of other countries and
added that investments to improve railroads "has to be a national choice."
Two years ago, Buttigieg was a relatively unknown voice on the national stage when he appeared in front of a small crowd at South by
Southwest shortly after launching his historic presidential campaign.
Now, as the first U.S. Senate- confirmed gay Cabinet secretary, Buttigieg said he's "still processing" the experience of being catapulted
across the country in recent years. He added that his role in the cabinet is a reminder of how far the LGBTQ community has come to
achieving equality.
"There were people who, never mind being a soldier or a Cabinet officer, couldn't be a bookkeeper or an astronomer in the federal
government because you were considered a threat just by virtue of being different," Buttigieg said.

Gulf Shores unveils plans for pedestrian bridge over Intracoastal Waterway
By Mullet Wrapper on March 10, 2021

Gulf Shores unveils plans for pedestrian bridge over Intracoastal Waterway
By John Mullen
Mayor Robert Craft was heading into town on State Route 59 for a 4 p.m. Waterway Multi-Modal Access Project public meeting when he
ran into one of the reasons for the meeting.
“If you were coming from the north to Gulf Shores today and saw ALDOT working on one of the lanes of our two lanes coming south you
know what the problem is,” Craft said. “I was coming from Fairhope and it took me an hour to get from County Road 10 over the bridge to
get here. I was worried I wasn’t going to make it.”
City councilmembers, staffers and representatives from Volkert Engineering met with residents at the Erie Meyer Civic Center on Feb. 25
to get input from citizens on three projects Volkert is designing for the city. The funding is coming from a federal BUILD or the Better Utilizing
Investments to Leverage Development transportation discretionary grant program. It is funded by $5.6 billion set aside by Congress for a
nine-rounds of investments to fund local and regional projects.

The city will get $14.4 million in money from the grant and will come up with about $8 million in matching money or in-kind services with
total project costs at about $22.4 million. This will come from projects already in the city’s 10-year capital plan including $4.6 million to
widen County Road 6 west where several large subdivisions are planned. The city is also planning on spending $3.4 million for a road to
South Baldwin’s freestanding emergency room with entrances from State Route 59 on the west and County Road 4 on the north.
Construction is underway on the new ER.
Citizens were able to express their concerns and opinions about the project during the Feb. 25 meeting and can still submit those online
through March 25 by visiting the city’s website at gulfshoresal.gov.
The three projects involve State Route 59 from Coastal Gateway Boulevard or the former County Road 8 south to Fort Morgan Road, County
Road 6 from State Route 59 to the Gulf Shores Sportsplex and the construction of a pedestrian overpass across the Intracoastal Waterway
at the 90-degree turn at East Second Street and Canal Road.
Volkert said the initial study and design phase will include several phases and grant requirements call for the design completed and
construction started by August with the target completion of all three projects of summer 2026.
“There are a lot of impacts and things from the environmental and social side that we’ll have to look at in our studies,” Josh Newman of
Volkert said in a video presentation at the meeting.
Those areas are:
• Land use and required right-of-way
• Community cohesion
•Visual or aesthetic impacts
• Environmental and justice and title VI including, noise, air and hazardous materials
• Historic properties, structures, archaeological sites and districts
• Parks and recreation areas
• Water quality, wetlands and streams, navigable waterways, floodplains and floodways, coastal zone
• Threatened and endangered species, wildlife habitat and vegetation, wildlife

and

waterfowl

refuges

Hwy. 59 Improvements
Craft said the improvements in this part of the project are sorely needed.
“The capacity of 59 is truly a problem,” Craft said. “This grant is focused on adding a third lane south from Coastal Gateway Boulevard which
was County Road 8 all the way to Fort Morgan Road. And adding additional improvements as we work our way south.”
Part of this project will take the now open right-hand lane and it will be used to make the southbound bridge a three-lane roadway.
The city is asking for your input on the project through the end of the month.
“When you get further south and you get to the bridge with a third lane south all the way down from Coastal Gateway going over the
bridge,” Craft said. “So, when you go over the bridge you take up the pedestrian and bicycle lane. That’s the third lane. So, when it goes
over there, we do not have pedestrian and bicycle access over the bridge.”
Losing that lane makes the second part of the project necessary.
Pedestrian Bridge
With the access for pedestrians and bicycles taken away for the bridge’s third lane, this will provide that access in a safer alternative.
“We’ll be building a free-standing pedestrian and bicycle bridge across the Intracoastal to get that off the bridge,” Craft said. “Therefore, at
the end of Second Street which is 180 and a 90-degree turn on the south side and on the north side between the marina on the east and
LuLu’s and old 59. For those of us that grew up here and remember that’s where the old drawbridge was.”
Included in this plan are sweeping ramps and two gathering places at the foot of the bridge on both sides of the waterway.
“The Waterway Village pedestrian bridge is essential to provide pedestrian and bicycle connectivity,” Volkert’s Drew Davis said. “This bridge
will include a main span over the Intracoastal Waterway and two pedestrian plazas, one on the north and one on the south of the waterway.
Within the pedestrian plazas there will be a series of ramps and an elevator so that all users can easily take advantage of the connectivity
across the canal.”
Davis said the work on this part of the project won’t stop there but continue north to the new South Baldwin ER.
“Pedestrian improvements will also extend north along East Second Street to the medical village that is currently under construction as well
as south along East Second Street to East 20th Avenue,” Davis said.

An ancillary part of this project, but not included in the BUILD grant money or project, will be to reroute Canal Road south of the
neighborhood to avoid the 90-degree turn. Restore Act money will help fund this project.
“Canal Road realignment project is in the planning phase to reduce impacts on the neighborhood and improve traffic efficiency,” Jay Dickson
of Volkert said.
County Road 6 Improvements
The scope of work for this project is just from State Route 59 to the entrance of the Sportsplex.
“County Road 6, there’ll be improvements at the intersection allowing new signal opportunities so there’s dual left-hand turns,” Craft said.
“You don’t have to wait for phases where one turns then the other turns. It’ll be a much quicker intersection. We’ll be improving the road.
It won’t be four lanes all the way. It will be divided and improved to two initially to get to the Sportsplex. That’ll be the last thing done
within the BUILD grant.”
Pictured: A conceptual drawing of a bicycle-pedestrian bridge across the Intracoastal Waterway between Tacky Jack’s and Big Beach
Brewery. Gulf Shores unveils plans for pedestrian bridge over Intracoastal Waterway

US Economy, Trucking Industry Poised for Strong Recovery, Economists Predict
Dan Ronan March 18, 2021
Economists predict the United States economy broadly and the trucking economy specifically are poised for a rocket-like recovery in the
second half of 2021, propelled by $1.9 trillion in federal stimulus and millions of Americans who will receive COVID-19 vaccinations and
return to restaurants, ballparks and theaters.
“If you’re looking to find a pessimistic economist, I’m not the guy,” American Trucking Associations Chief Economist Bob Costello told
Transport Topics. Costello increased his prediction for the nation’s gross domestic product growth this year to 7%, up from 5% just a few
weeks ago. “We are going to have some insane growth rates for GDP,” he said.
Adding to this optimism is a recent analysis from BMO Capital Markets that indicates American households have saved a whopping $1.7
trillion in 2020 and early 2021.
To put that into perspective, Costello said if consumers spend that extra cash, it would be enough to power three years of normal consumer
spending — which averages more than $500 billion a year.
“There is so much pent-up exhaustion from the pandemic, and we are ready to have some fun,” Costello said. “That’s money that is going
to start burning a hole in a lot of people’s pockets. People are going to spend a lot of that money.”
In the trucking industry, Costello believes all sectors — including those that experienced a downturn during the pandemic, such as tanker
fleets — will see a jump in business.
“I think the parts of trucking that have been strong will remain strong,” he said. “And the weak parts of trucking will get strong. It’s going
to be good for pretty much everybody.”
Costello said the biggest challenge fleets face is finding enough drivers to move the freight. Before the pandemic, he said the industry was
short at least 60,000 drivers. That number has likely grown during the pandemic, as veteran drivers have retired while the pace of new
entrants has slowed amid closures and service disruptions for state departments of transportation and driving schools. Plus, many
thousands have been disqualified and taken off the road as a result of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s Drug and Alcohol
Clearinghouse database.
Economist Rajeev Dhawan, director of the Economic Forecasting Center at Georgia State University in Atlanta, told TT he expects it will be
another year before the economy returns to pre-pandemic levels. He predicts consumer spending money from stimulus checks and their
pent-up savings will lift the economy, but believes expansion of COVID-19 vaccine distribution is key to a full, sustainable recovery.
“Once we get to see the actual evidence that [the vaccine] is effective in a real-life setting — and enough people have gotten the shots —
by January and February you’ll see people at events where we are interacting with strangers, and we’ll be comfortable being in a room with
hundreds of other people in a business meeting,” he said. “Until then, everyone is going to be a bit hesitant.”
Dhawan added, however, that the population is ready
“We know the American consumer loves to spend, and they will in the second quarter,” he said. Dhawan is forecasting GDP growth of
around 8% for the second quarter, lifted by stimulus and savings spending, then slowing to 3% during the third quarter. He predicts 2022
will see sustained growth near 5%.
University of Minnesota-Morris professor and economist Stephen Burks is generally optimistic about the overall U.S. economy, especially
later in 2021. He expects GDP growth for Q3 in the 6% to 7% range, but worries that the spread of variant strains of the COVID-19 virus
could slow economic activity just as the recovery gets under way.
“There is still some significant chance we will get a third wave of heavy infections because of variants that can, to some degree, dodge
existing immunity,” Burks said. “If that happens, we will have more clampdowns, and it’s not sure how large or long they will be, but it will
dampen the expansion.”
Professor Dale Rogers at Arizona State University told TT economic recovery will challenge an already tight trucking capacity market. The
monthly Logistics Managers Index that he and other economists compile is at its highest level in more than five years. “Trucking is crazy
busy,” he said. “It’s just amazing how transportation pricing is way up, and capacity is way down. The trucking economy is pretty hot,
demand is up, and prices are up.”

FEMA Holds Virtual Meeting on Cost of Assistance Estimates in the Disaster Declaration Process
On December 14, 2020, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) published a proposed rule titled Cost of Assistance Estimates

in the Disaster Declaration Process for the Public Assistance Program. In order to comply with sections 1232 and 1239 of the Disaster
Recovery Reform Act of 2018 (DRRA), FEMA proposed to revise the estimated cost of assistance disaster declaration factor that is used to
evaluate a governor’s request for a major disaster under the Public Assistance Program. The proposed revisions would more accurately
assess states’ disaster response capabilities and comply with the DRRA requirement for FEMA to review and update its disaster declaration
factors. FEMA is extending the public comment period for this proposed rule and will hold a public meeting via web conference on March
22 from 4-6 PM ET to solicit feedback on the rule. This meeting will help ensure all interested parties have sufficient opportunity to review
and provide comments on the proposed changes.

Amtrak Playing Hardball With CSX, NS on Gulf Coast Service
by Marybeth Luczak, March 16, 2021
In a move that appears to be a pre-emptive strike, Amtrak has asked the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to intervene on its behalf
if CSX and Norfolk Southern don’t cooperate on hosting proposed new service between New Orleans and Mobile.
“Under STB procedures, CSX and NS will be required to provide Amtrak access to their railroads for this service or prove to the public why
they cannot successfully host these trains in accordance with the law,” Amtrak said in a statement released late on March 16. “Amtrak has
a legal right to use this route, which has sufficient capacity to host these trains, and up to $66 million in targeted improvements to support
the new intercity passenger rail service along the line awaits action. These potential investments have been reviewed, approved and funded
by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), Amtrak and others.”
As such, the proceeding may serve as a test case for how the STB handles future intercity passenger rail proposals involving Amtrak, state
entities and host freight railroads, when reaching agreement proves problematic, according to industry observers.
Interestingly, the FRA Gulf Coast Working Group (GCWG) Report includes CSX stating in July 2017 that this matter appears destined for the
STB (p. ES-4): “It is CSX’s position that if Amtrak wishes to add modified passenger rail service along the Gulf Coast, the appropriate next
step is for it to initiate the planning process with a formal notice to CSX so that the two parties, and ultimately the Surface Transportation
Board, can establish a path forward.” (Emphasis Railway Age.)
A May 25, 2017 letter from the Southern Rail Commission, a federally created entity representing Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi,
to the FRA points to CSX’s objections. An excerpt from p. 1: “From the beginning and throughout this process, SRC has maintained that the
restoration and enhancement of service along the Gulf Coast should work for both freight and passenger rail interests. However, CSX has
failed to reciprocate this sentiment and their actions demonstrate what can only be understood as an unwillingness to negotiate in good
faith and an opposition to bringing back passenger rail service to communities along the Gulf Coast.”
Amtrak reported March 16, 2021 that in an STB filing, it asks for “expedited consideration” and an order requiring host freight
railroads CSX and Norfolk Southern to permit Amtrak access for twice daily round-trips starting on or about Jan. 1, 2022. Amtrak would
operate the trains for the SRC.
While Amtrak confirmed late last month its intention to begin the service in 2022, no agreement had been reached by Amtrak and CSX—
which owns most of the tracks upon which the new service would operate (see map below)—and NS, Railway Age reported Feb. 26.

The three began an Amtrak-funded study last year using a modeling program to determine passenger rail’s impact to existing freight traffic.
Their one-year agreement expired in January. “Something that should have taken seven months was far from completion after a year,”
Amtrak spokesman Marc Magliari told Railway Age in February. “In fact, discussions have been under way for five years. There was no sign
of any conclusion in sight.”
He added that Amtrak had notified CSX and NS of its intention to start service, and asked them “where they believe there are more issues.
We safely and successfully operate together elsewhere in the U.S., with dependable freight service coexisting with reliable and relevant
Amtrak service. That’s what the Gulf Coast deserves, too.”
Railway Age reached out to NS and CSX on March 16 regarding Amtrak’s STB filing.

In a statement, NS said: “As Amtrak has filed with the STB, we are now in litigation on the matter and therefore will not be issuing any
further comment.” The railroad also provided its previously issued statement on the proposed Gulf Coast service, which Railway
Age published Feb. 26: “There is an established process for introducing new passenger rail service on freight rail lines recognized by both
the freight and passenger railroad industries. It involves identifying, through a data-driven study, what infrastructure is necessary to ensure
that the new passenger service is transparent to freight operations and doesn’t negatively impact the freight rail customers. The public
entities sponsoring the service finance the infrastructure construction prior passenger service being introduced. It is a well-instituted
process, one that history has shown to work. Norfolk Southern welcomes the prospect that this process will be revived and completed in
the proposed Mobile-New Orleans service.”
CSX provided this statement: “Amtrak elected to abandon the long-standing practice of completing an impact study when the introduction
of new passenger service is proposed. Now that this matter is before the Surface Transportation Board, CSX has no further comment.”
CSX released this statement to Railway Age last month: “From the onset, CSX prioritized this Amtrak Gulf Coast study, treating each step as
expeditiously as possible. Any CSX-requested modifications to study parameters were to ensure the model was compliant with federal law.
CSX and its customers strongly support the completion of this study. Not only are we committed to seeing its completion, but the STB has
a statutory obligation to determine if a new passenger service unreasonably interferes with freight operations. It is critical that this study
and the full infrastructure impact assessment is completed.”
Before Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Amtrak said it served the Gulf Coast region via three different services: “two of which successfully ran
daily between the same city pairs as the proposed Gulf Coast service, along with the tri-weekly Sunset Limited (Trains 1 & 2). The Sunset
Limited was suspended between New Orleans and Florida when Katrina washed away much of the CSX railroad in 2005.”
The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), Amtrak, CSX, NS, SRC and others began work on returning service to the Gulf Coast in 2015,
according to Amtrak.
In July 2017, a Gulf Coast service restoration study, administered by FRA’s Gulf Coast Working Group, “showed where freight railroad
improvements are needed,” Amtrak’s Magliari said last month. “Since 2019, the Southern Rail Commission has had $33 million in federal
grants to pay for them.”
In its March 16 announcement of the STB filing, Amtrak explained the proposed Gulf Coast service this way: “Usage of the route by CSX and
NS is far from its capacity. Under the planned schedule, each morning and each afternoon, an Amtrak train would depart from both Mobile
and New Orleans, passing each other in Mississippi, where almost $45 million in improvements are proposed and funded. Amtrak operations
at Mobile would be scheduled with approximately 12 hours between the two departures and 10 hours between the two arrivals.

“We want to deliver this service next year, not some day far away, and the STB is the
proper forum for resolution.” — Amtrak’s Dennis Newman
“In Mobile, these trains would serve a downtown station and park off the CSX main line at a dedicated storage track more than one mile
west of the Alabama State Docks main and interchange tracks. This station site is within walking distance of businesses—including
restaurants, hotels and other attractions—directly between the cruise ship terminal and the city’s convention center, making it ideal for
visitors.
“Mobile is also considering a suburban stop that could provide air-rail mobility as commercial aviation is developed at Brookley Field, just
as Amtrak does daily between downtown Milwaukee [Wis.] and its airport.”
“Amtrak has a right to use these railroads’ tracks but, unfortunately, we have been unable to reach agreement after years of effort just to
operate two short and quick round trip Amtrak trains,” Dennis Newman, Amtrak Executive Vice President for Planning and Asset
Development, said in a March 16 statement.
“It is time for the STB to step in to protect Amtrak’s rights to use freight railroad tracks to support service across America. The SRC and
other state or regional groups look to partner with Amtrak to deliver safe, reliable and relevant service, and while we often reach
agreements and co-invest with freight railroads without the STB’s involvement, we need the STB to bring this protracted process to a close.
“Elsewhere in the U.S., both CSX and NS successfully serve Amtrak and freight customers, coexisting and even thriving where there are
more freight trains and less infrastructure than what is available on the Gulf Coast today.
“We want to deliver this service next year, not some day far away, and the STB is the proper forum for resolution.”
Advocates, Legislators Weigh In
Southern Rail Commission released this statement from Mississippi SRC Commissioner Knox Ross: “We lost passenger rail service along the
Gulf Coast 15 years ago when Hurricane Katrina damaged the rails and while those tracks have been repaired, passenger rail did not restart.
Congress directed the FRA to lead an analysis to determine everything it would take to return service, and the SRC worked with the FRA to
deliver that report in 2017 which identified $66 million in infrastructure needs. We have that funding now secured and we are ready to
move forward. Our local communities are frustrated by all the years of studying and waiting, and we are hoping this public and transparent
process will resolve all outstanding issues so that service can begin soon.” (SRC provides the full statement on its website.)
U.S. Senator Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, issued this
statement: “I appreciate Amtrak’s commitment to complete a years-long effort to restore passenger rail service to the Gulf Coast. I thank
Amtrak CEO Bill Flynn for recognizing the importance of this effort and his dedication to seeing this route restored. For Mississippi, restoring
passenger rail service is a symbol of the huge strides our state has made to recover from one of the most devastating storms on record.

Reconnecting the Gulf Coast to our nation’s passenger rail network will increase access to jobs, boost tourism, provide a safe alternative to
highway travel, and improve quality of life across the region. Our goal is to have successful freight and passenger rail service on the Gulf
Coast, and I look forward to the Surface Transportation Board considering this matter.” (The full statement appears on the Senator’s
website.)
The Rail Passengers Association said in a statement that “it fully supports today’s decision by Amtrak to ask the Surface Transportation
Board (STB) to speed the restoration of passenger service to the Gulf Coast. It is the next logical step in a process that has been slowed at
every opportunity by CSX Transportation, Norfolk Southern and others; this obstructionism will deny Alabama’s residents some $6 million
in economic benefits from building and launching the new service, and anywhere from $12 million to as much as $220 million in benefits
every single year to Alabama’s economy. We trust the STB will inject much needed transparency in the effort to restore a vital transportation
link for the 2 million residents of the Gulf Coast in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama—severed since Hurricane Katrina devastated the
region in 2005.” (Read the complete statement on the association’s website.)
Transportation for America Chairman and former Mayor of Meridian, Miss., John Robert Smith released this statement: “Transportation
for America commends the Surface Transportation Board for creating a new passenger rail desk to expedite slow decision-making that often
impedes the expansion of reliable passenger rail service. While freight railways are critically important to our nation’s logistics network and
the effort to reduce transportation emissions, these companies too often serve as a hurdle to delivering passenger rail that meets 21st
century needs.
“Although Congress gave Amtrak the right to operate passenger trains over all freight right-of-way, many freight railroads have simply said
‘no’ to proposed passenger service. Amtrak’s only hope for resolution lays at the STB.” (Read more on the organization’s website.)

Is Level of Service or Vehicle-Miles Traveled a Better Way to Measure Traffic Congestion?
By Baruch Feigenbaum March 17, 2021
Debatable Ideas
For the past 50 years, traffic engineers have been measuring traffic congestion using the level of service (LOS) method. LOS is a quantitative
measure that analyzes roadways based on performance measures that include vehicle speed, density, and congestion.

Roadways receive a LOS grade that is similar to grades most of us are familiar with from school: A-to-F grades (with A being the best, and F
being the worst). The LOS grades are based on the operating conditions of a roadway’s traffic flow, including speed, travel time,
maneuverability, delay, and safety. The more cars that can get through an intersection or section of road while traveling in free-flowing
conditions the better. Engineers have used this LOS letter grade to help identify bottlenecks and determine when to make capacity
additions and safety improvements to roadways, including better signal timing, additional lanes, and new underpasses.
During the last 10 years, however, some planners and transportation officials have developed a different methodology, which now in use
in the state of California—vehicle-miles traveled (VMT). The California VMT-focused system measures the amount of vehicular traffic across
the entire system rather than at specific locations on the road system. This measure is typically expressed per person.
California is using VMT in this manner to better “align with state climate policy and sustainability goals.” VMT proponents say LOS was too
car-centric and want to focus only on speed instead of considering speed and volume together.
The biggest difference between what VMT and LOS measure is that VMT measures how much actual auto travel a proposed project would
create on California roadways whereas LOS measures the traffic congestion levels on those roadways.
Different streets serve different purposes. Traffic engineers divide streets into arterials, collectors, and local roads. Using LOS on arterials—
designed to transport commuters-far distances—makes sense because the goal is to move large volumes of traffic relatively far distances.
And LOS is the best method to analyze traffic congestion in a region because it measures travel delays and safety, while VMT does not.
Proponents of using VMT to measure roadway conditions say that VMT helps produce more walkable neighborhoods, denser developments,
and fewer automobile trips—all of which they believe will help reach climate change and emissions-reduction policy goals.
Yet, people don’t live far from their jobs and have long commutes in many areas of California purely because of the LOS measurement.
They do so for other specific reasons. The state’s housing prices and limited housing supply in urban areas can cause people to move far
from their jobs in search of affordable housing. Many households have two wage earners with jobs in different parts of their metro area.
Living near one job for one person in the household may mean a longer commute to another. In other cases, families may have long trips
to work because they choose to live near high-quality schools, near recreational facilities, or close to an aging relative.
While specific places, like downtown Los Angeles, may benefit from using a VMT measurement approach, transportation planners need to
also understand how people and freight move around an entire region, not simply one specific area. Today’s on-demand economy featuring
package and meal delivery services, for example, relies on being able to deliver goods and services across Southern California. LOS is more
important at measuring the things that go into infrastructure planning for the entire Southern California region because it more effectively
measures travel delays and congestion on each roadway.
Transportation planners should certainly look at all available data. While VMT may be a better mechanism for certain types of downtown
trips, such as short trips between employment and medical appointments or local restaurants, LOS is more effective at measuring trips
overall and should be the primary method used to measure traffic congestion.
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NADO to Offer Three-part Webinar Series on Federal Grants Management
Posted on: March 17th, 2021 by NADO Admin
NADO to Offer Three Federal Grants Management Webinars Beginning in March; EDA to Participate in the Indirect Cost Fundamentals
for Non-financial RDO Staff Webinar
Federal grants management expert, Bob Lloyd, will be featured during three upcoming NADO webinars that will focus on distinct aspects
of federal grants management. The first webinar, Indirect Cost Fundamentals for Program Directors and Other Non-financial Regional
Development Organization Staff, will distill the requirements for recovery of indirect costs contained in federal regulations and
demonstrate in easy-to-grasp terms how a resulting indirect cost rate is obtained and used while planning and executing your federally
grant-funded projects and programs. Bernadette Grafton, Program Analyst, Performance and National Programs, U.S. Economic
Development Administration (EDA), will join Bob and talk about EDA’s approach to Indirect Cost. This webinar is scheduled
for Wednesday March 24 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. ET.
The second webinar in the series will be held on Wednesday March 31 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. ET. Playing Well with Others: Effective
Collaboration in all Directions will encourage and support examination of your Regional Development Organization’s existing “vertical and
lateral” relationships and will identify federal policies that can be used to fashion sensible and effective alternatives.
The third webinar in the series, Purchasing with Federal Grant Funds: Proper Procedures and Allowable Costs, will explain the purchasing
methods that are acceptable when spending federal grant funds and will demonstrate how to justify and document the costs of the most
common goods and services you buy to support your awards. This webinar will be held on Wednesday April 7, 2021 from 1:30-3:30 p.m.
ET.
All webinars will be recorded and made available to all registrants. The discounted rate for NADO members is $50 per webinar; the
registration fee for non-members is $125. Registration is separate for each webinar and registration links are below.
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Indirect Cost Fundamentals for Program Directors and Other Non-financial RDO Staff, March 24, 2021 from 2:00-3:30 p.m.
ET: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4739178103277893390
Playing Well with Others: Effective Collaboration in all Directions, March 31, 2021 from 1:30-3:30 p.m.
ET: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7324834727132730638
Purchasing with Federal Grant Funds: Proper Procedures and Allowable Costs, April 7, 2021 from 1:30-3:30 p.m.
ET: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1377603820283067662

If you are a NADO member, please be sure to use the NADO member discount code when registering. The discount code is provided on
the registration form. After registering for each webinar, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
webinar.
If you prefer to pay by check, please reach out to Krystal De Leon, Database and Grants Manager, at kdeleon@nado.org.

URBAN AREA and MSA CRITERIA PROPOSED CHANGE

On February 19, 2021, the U.S. Census Bureau published a Federal Register notice that provided the Bureau’s proposed criteria for defining
urban areas based on the results of the 2020 Decennial Census. The U.S. Census Bureau is requesting public comment on the proposed
criteria with written comments to be submitted on or before May 20, 2021. After the public comment period has closed, the U.S. Census
Bureau will publish another Federal Register notice to provide the final criteria for defining urban areas.
The Federal Register notice for MSA change is available HERE. Urban AREA HERE It provides a description of the changes from the final
criteria used for the 2010 Census, including:
* Adoption of a housing unit density threshold for qualification of census blocks,
* Qualify urban areas based on a minimum threshold of 4,000 housing units or 10,000 persons instead of a minimum threshold of 2,500
persons,
* Cease distinguishing different types of urban areas,
* Maximum distances of jumps,
* No longer include the low density hop or jump “corridor” in the urban area,
* No longer include low-density territory located within indentations formed during the urban area delineation process, and
* Splitting of large agglomerations of densely settled territory.

FHWA to host series of Value Capture Strategies webinars
FHWA is hosting a series of Value Capture Strategies webinars beginning in March, 2021. The webinar series will detail the Value Capture
techniques promoted in the Federal Highway Administration’s Every Day Counts initiative. This year’s series focuses on the intersection of
Innovative Finance and Innovative Project Delivery Tools. These webinars will detail more Value Capture best practices collected from
throughout the nation. They will also highlight FHWA’s recently completed Value Capture Primer series of technical documents.
Value Capture is a set of powerful techniques that recover a portion of land value created by public infrastructure investments, and can:
• Address funding gaps;
• leverage and optimize Federal and State resources;
• accelerate project delivery;
• meet and improve system performance goals;
• maintain transportation infrastructure assets in good repair; and,
• save time and money.
The program features subject matter experts and peers who successfully utilized Value Capture in tandem with innovative finance and
project delivery techniques to advance new and modernized infrastructure projects. Registration is free but is limited. Certificates of
Completion and Confirmation of Attendance are available! Register now!
TARGET AUDIENCE
This webinar is intended for professionals from States, cities, counties, Tribes, and metropolitan and rural transportation agencies looking for
innovative funding and financial strategies to pay for transportation projects. This would include professionals involved with directing and
managing aspects of highway-related programs and projects, such as planning, environment, project development, design, construction,
operations, maintenance, and finance.
For additional information, please contact:
Thay Bishop, FHWA Center Innovative Finance Support, 770-650-5894, thay.bishop@dot.gov
Stefan Natzke, FHWA National Systems and Economic Development, 202-366-5010, Stefan.Natzke@dot.gov

OMB introduces proposed changes to MSA Criteria
Changes in MSA Designations: Potential Impact on Alabama Regions
Background
The U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and the Census Bureau each use different methods to provide federal statistics and data
on population density across the United States. The Census Bureau focuses on creating an urban versus rural distinction based on population
density and distance from a “core” dense populated area, while the OMB groups highly-integrated areas into metropolitan versus nonmetropolitan categories that can potentially encompass both urban and rural lands. The OMB ultimately uses the Census Bureau’s urban
classification system to determine micropolitan and metropolitan statistical areas.
The general concept of a metropolitan statistical area (MSA) is that of an area containing a large population nucleus and adjacent communities
that have a high degree of integration with that nucleus. Currently, an MSA consists of one or more counties that contain a city of 50,000 or
more inhabitants, a standard which has been in place since 1950. Counties that contain the principal concentration of population are
components of the MSA, while additional counties can qualify to be included in the area by meeting both a specified level of commuting to
the main counties and other urban population statistics.
Proposed Changes
The OMB periodically reviews the standards used to make MSA determinations, and recommends changes when the review committee
believes standards are outdated. In early 2021, the committee recommended the following change in regard to MSA designations:
(1) The minimum urban area population to qualify a metropolitan statistical area should be increased from 50,000 to 100,000.
If this change is adopted, it could mean that seven areas in Alabama currently designated as MSAs would lose that standing. Anniston-Oxford,
Auburn-Opelika, Daphne-Fairhope-Foley, Decatur, Dothan, Florence-Muscle Shoals, and Gadsden all have populations between 50,000 and
100,000, meaning they would fall short of the new threshold for MSA status. The same is true for 137 other cities across the United States,
many of which are voicing opposition to the proposed change.
What all would be affected by a loss of MSA status remains unclear for most cities. The OMB overtly states that it “does not take into
account or attempt to anticipate any public or private sector nonstatistical uses” that come from its designations, and that MSAs “are not

designed to serve as a general-purpose geographic framework applicable for nonstatistical activities or for use in program funding
formulas.”
However, the Census Bureau included in its proposed changes a recognition that “some federal and state agencies use the Census Bureau's
urban area classification for nonstatistical uses such as allocating program funds, setting program standards, and implementing aspects of
their programs,” and warned that those agencies “should be aware that the changes to the urban area criteria also might affect the
implementation of their programs.” In short, funding could be on the line.
Funding Impacts
Some communities at risk of losing their MSA designation are concerned that they will lose opportunities to obtain federal funding.
Communities currently designated as an MSA are not the only ones that could be impacted by the proposed changes. Some rural areas are
also concerned that with more micropolitan areas there will be increased competition for federal funding that is designated for rural areas.
Several federal funding and grant provisions that take MSA status into account for allocations include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Housing Opportunities for Persons with Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (42 USCS § 12903)
Rural Emergency Medical Service Training and Equipment Assistance Program (42 USCS § 254c-15)
Rural Housing Stability Grant Program (42 USCS § 11408)
Urban Development Action Grants (42 USCS § 5318)
Assistance with Respect to Housing for Low and Moderate Income Families (12 USCS § 1701x)
Grants to Improve the Commercial Value of Forest Biomass for Electric Energy, Useful Heat, Transportation Fuels, and other
Commercial Purposes (42 USCS § 15855)
Other federal policies and regulations that consider MSA designations include:
• Hazardous Air Pollutants (42 USCS § 7412)
• Payments to Hospitals for Inpatient Hospital Services (42 USCS § 1395ww)
• Designation of Enterprise Zones (42 USCS § 11501)
• Minimum Federal Fleet Requirements (42 USCS § 13212)
• Access to Broadband Telecommunications Services in Rural Areas (7 USCS § 950bb)
• Air Traffic Controllers (49 USCS § 44506)

Opportunity Zones
The Department of Transportation has identified transportation assets that fall within Opportunity Zones with the goal of driving
investment of all types to these important areas.
Despite the growing national economy, economically distressed communities are located in every corner of the United States and its
territories. These communities have high levels of poverty, failing schools, job scarcity, and a lack of investment. A new tax incentive—
Opportunity Zones—was created to spur economic development and job creation by encouraging long-term investment in low-income
communities nationwide.
Read about our partner’s roles in Opportunity Zones:
• Housing and Urban Development: Implementation Plan for The White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council
• The IRS: Tax reform creates opportunity zone tax incentive
• Treasury Department Community Development Financial Institutions Fund
The Opportunity Zone designation encourages investment in communities by granting investors extensive Federal tax advantages for
using their capital gains to finance new projects and enterprises. There are more than 8,700 designated Qualified Opportunity Zones
located in all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and five United States territories. Of the Qualified Opportunity Zones 40 percent are in
rural census tracts, 38 percent are in urban tracts, and 22 percent are in suburban tracts.
South Alabama Opportunity Zones

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/subdoc/906/build-fact-sheet2019.pdf

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected
from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms
related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist
within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·
Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.
·
None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for
pedestrian.
·
The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word,
phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.

Click HERE for the search engine.

