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There is a virtual Mobile MPO meeting next week and the US Census has proposed an Urban Area / MSA criteria change, a big one; please
see Mobile MPO Updates. Legislative Updates tries to bring back earmarks from the left, while Republicans to White House: Limit
infrastructure spending to roads and bridges. INFRA and Asphalt Art funding opportunities, along with TAP, are in Funding Opportunities.
A couple of Rebuild Alabama Act Annual Grant Program awards announced and several projects are on the move, while some cannot get
COVID vaccine because of lack of transportation- In The News. This week’s Just For Fun is for the big one that got away, that you just ran
over.... Have a great weekend.
Check out ALGO Traffic before you travel!
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Mobile MPO Updates

Contact Us

URBAN AREA and MSA CRITERIA PROPOSED CHANGE

http://www.mobilempo.org
transportation@sarpc.org On February 19, 2021, the U.S. Census Bureau published a Federal Register notice that provided the Bureau’s proposed criteria for
defining urban areas based on the results of the 2020 Decennial Census. The U.S. Census Bureau is requesting public comment on the
Kevin Harrison, PTP
proposed criteria with written comments to be submitted on or before May 20, 2021. After the public comment period has closed, the
Director of
U.S. Census Bureau will publish another Federal Register notice to provide the final criteria for defining urban areas.
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The Federal Register notice for MSA change is available HERE. Urban AREA HERE It provides a description of the changes from the final
criteria used for the 2010 Census, including:
* Adoption of a housing unit density threshold for qualification of census blocks,
* Qualify urban areas based on a minimum threshold of 4,000 housing units or 10,000 persons instead of a minimum threshold of 2,500
persons,
* Cease distinguishing different types of urban areas,
* Maximum distances of jumps,
* No longer include the low density hop or jump “corridor” in the urban area,
* No longer include low-density territory located within indentations formed during the urban area delineation process, and
* Splitting of large agglomerations of densely settled territory.

Meetings announced: The Mobile MPO will meet virtually on March 10, 2021, 10:00AM
The Mobile MPO will meet on Wednesday, March 10th, 2021 at 10:00 am via GoToMeeting.com, approving the following tentative
agenda items:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Call to Order
Approval of the minutes from the August 19th, 2020 MPO Meeting.
Approval of the minutes from the February 24th, 2021 TCC/CAC Meeting.
Consider amendment to 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) STPAA, Mobile County, 100044866 Gopher
Tortoise Mitigation Habitat Development $300,000 Resolution 21-001
5. Consider amendment to 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) STPMB (CN) - New Alignment of CR-25 (McFarland
Road) From CR-28 (Old Pascagoula Road) to CR-358 (Three Notch Road) $13,100,000 Resolution 21-002
6. Delete 100056130; ( UT ); BR; Replace Bridge, Bin 008714, SR-16 (US-90) Westbound Over Tensaw-Spanish River. Resolution 21003
7. Consider amendment to 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FTA 5310 funds to include the Program of Projects
Resolution 21-004:
City of Satsuma ($33,085 Federal/$33,085 Local); Via Health and Fitness Center ($38,400 Federal/$9,600 local) and the South
Alabama Regional Planning Commission for program administration ($31,736 Federal/$0 Local)
8. Approval of the FY2020-2023 Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan Resolution 21-005
9. Review report of the Mobile MPO Pubic Participation Process. (No Resolution)
10. Approve modification to the Mobile MPO Public Participation Plan (PPP), which outlines the public involvement procedures for the
Mobile MPO transportation documents, to include the Limited English Proficiency Plan. Resolution 21-006
11. Modification of the 2021 Unified Planning Work Program to account for a Mobile Area Wide Major Road Plan, in regards to Mobile
County and it’s connectivity to all municipal planning documents. Resolution 21-007
12. Approve updated performance measures for Transit Asset Management, Transit Safety, PM1 (Safety), and PM 3 (Congestion and
Freight) Resolution 21-008
13. Approve modification to the Mobile MPO Bylaws creating MPO Vice Chairperson Resolution 21-009
14. Approve modification to the Mobile TCC/CAC Bylaws creating TCC/CAC Vice Chairperson Resolution 21-010

15. Discussion of FHWA Notice N4510.851 – Apportionment of Highway Infrastructure Program Funds Pursuant to the Coronavirus
Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021: $3,193,942 Highway/ $55,000 Transit apportioned to Mobile MPO
(No Resolution)
16. Discussion on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge (No Resolution)
17. Old Business
18. New Business
19. Adjourn

Covid-19 in Mobile County Preliminary Findings of Traffic Pattern Impacts
Mobile MPO Staff recently analyzed the traffic patterns in Mobile, and how COVID -19 effected the volume, speeds, and crashes from 20192020. This presentation is the MPO’s interpretation of data provided by ALDOT.
In terms of impacts on travel patterns, the following were the impacts of COVID-19.
• Traffic volumes reduced considerably
• Speeds reduced slightly
• Crashes dropped significantly

HERE is the entire presentation .

SARPC staff have been working on statistics concerning how COVID-19 has affected travel patterns in the Mobile Urbanized area. For information on
these statistics and travel patterns please contact ajohnson@sarpc.org

ENVISION 2045 IS THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP)
The LRTP is multimodal in scope, and is based on public input, and a travel demand forecast model. In 2019, an online survey was
conducted with almost 150 respondents. Questions ranged from where is the worst congestion, what roads need improvements,
problems with the transit systems, etc. There were a lot of comments about the I-10 Mobile River Bridge and the potential for tolls. Prior
to the online survey, staff also conducted a South Alabama Freight Forum, which was an opportunity to hear from large manufacturers
and trucking companies, to find out what the top issues are concerning the movement of freight in South Alabama. The Bicycle /
Pedestrian plan was updated, and the public transit section was authored by the Wave Transit, less the Demand Response Transit Study.
The Climate Change element, or Extreme Event Planning, remained almost unchanged from Destination 2040 LRTP.
The LRTP Envision 2045 was adopted by the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization on April 22, 2020.
More information on the new plan can be found at https://www.envision2045.org/

FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2020-2023) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile
study area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area.
The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects
that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are
programmed into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities
established by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For
other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding categories. Most
often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for transportation
improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out
HERE.

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
None this week.

South Alabama RPO Updates
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) met in October using the GoToMeeting app. The agenda included:
•
•

Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting (these will be sent out soon)
Review and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2021 Work Program (available for review online at:
http://mobilempo.org/RPO/RPO%20Documents/2021%20Documents/Draft%20FY%202021%20RPO%20Work%20Program.pdf

•

Review and adoption of the Fiscal Years 2020-2023 Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan (available for review
online at:
http://mobilempo.org/Documents/Planning/FY2021/2020-2023%20HSCTP%20for%20SARPC.pdf

The RPO Transportation Plan Project List (available for review online at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html SARPC
Rural Planning Organization

Projects in Region Let March 26th, 2021
MOBILE COUNTY
• For constructing the Widening, Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on CR-33 (Dawes Road) from the junction of Scott Dairy
Loop Road South to the junction of D 'Iberville Drive West northwest of Theodore. Length 1.336 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this
project is from $1,199,352 to $1,465,875 .
•

For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on I-10 through the Wallace Tunnel in Mobile. Length 0.887 mi. The Bracket
Estimate on this project is from $1,302,003 to $1,591,337 .

BALDWIN COUNTY
• For constructing the Additional Turn Lanes and Traffic Signal Upgrades on CR-44 at the intersection of SR-42 (US-98) in Fairhope.
Length 0.330 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $932,399 to $1,139,599 .
•

For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Steel Blockout Replacement, and Traffic Stripe on SR-3 (US-31) from a point south of the Bay Minette
City Limits (MP 17.489) to the junction of West Pine Street to include Intersection Improvements at SR-59. Length 3.569 mi. The Bracket
Estimate on this project is from $1,825,896 to $2,231,651 .

ESCAMBIA COUNTY
None at this time.

What’s Under Construction? Project Status

Legislative Updates
As Democrats bring back earmarks for transportation projects, billions of dollars from years ago sits
unused
Ian Duncan March 3, 2021

As House Democrats prepare to bring back earmarks, billions of dollars tagged for lawmakers’ favored transportation projects before a
decade-old ban sits unspent.
Federal Highway Administration records show that as of October 2019, about $2.4 billion in 3,600 earmarks at least 10 years old had yet to
be fully spent. Of those, about 300 earmarks worth about $400 million had never been tapped, according to the records.
Supporters of earmarks — pots of money enshrined in law and directed to particular projects — say they are a mechanism for lawmakers
to direct money to worthy causes in their districts while helping to build support for infrastructure legislation.
But state transportation officials, who are responsible for spending almost all federal highway funds, point to the unspent money as an
example of the system’s inefficiencies, tying up resources they otherwise would have used long ago.
On Wednesday, Rep. Peter A. DeFazio (D-Ore.), chairman of the House Transportation Committee, announced he would allow earmarks in
a forthcoming infrastructure funding bill.
“The discretion to fund projects should not be reserved for State or Federal bureaucrats,” DeFazio said in a statement. “Elected
representatives know the infrastructure needs of their district and should be allowed to identify projects and advocate on behalf of their
constituents in legislation.”
DeFazio’s office set out a process for requesting earmarks designed to ensure projects have backing from local and state governments and
sufficient sources of other funding. The move follows a similar announcement Friday by Rep. Rosa L. DeLauro (D-Conn.), chairwoman of the
House Appropriations Committee.
Democratic leaders in the Senate have yet to say whether they will follow suit.
Before a ban on earmarks was imposed in 2011, state officials say the amount of earmarked money often was too small to jump-start a
project, or was put into the hands of local agencies that didn’t know how to properly spend it. And unlike other federal transportation
funding that has to be prioritized in multiyear plans and spent within four years, earmarked money typically doesn’t expire.
Congress recognized the problem in 2015, passing a provision that allows dormant earmarks more than a decade old to be reused on other
nearby projects. States have used that process 3,000 times, shaking loose $2.2 billion.
The highway administration annually publishes new lists showing hundreds of millions of dollars in idle funds.
The 2019 records, the most recent the highway administration has compiled, include $13 million for an interchange in Massachusetts, $22
million for a road in Georgia and $21 million for a Nevada bridge.
Last week, before Democrats had confirmed their plans, state officials gathered virtually to discuss the return of earmarks. Susan Howard,
program director for finance at the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, called earmarking “disruptive and
detrimental” before posing the question: “How can the process be structured to help or at least do no harm to state DOTs?”
Earmarks were a feature of federal spending bills for decades, but their use exploded in the late 1990s. Jeff Davis, a senior fellow at the Eno
Center for Transportation, attributed the growth to the availability of spreadsheets that made it easier to track thousands of separate pots
of money.
Defense projects accounted for the lion’s share, followed by transportation. A five-year transportation bill passed in 1987 included 152
earmark projects, drawing President Ronald Reagan’s veto as he complained about “lard.”
But Congress overrode the veto and the use of earmarks grew: The 2005 version of the bill featured 5,671 of them.
By 2006, the Transportation Department’s inspector general calculated that earmarked funds accounted for 13 percent of the department’s
budget. Because they often went to projects that agency officials scored poorly, the watchdog said they “may not be the most effective or
efficient use of funds.”
Highway administration records include earmarks as small as a few thousand dollars. In some cases, the earmarked money was dwarfed by
the size of a project it was attached to. Nick Donahue, Virginia’s deputy transportation secretary, described a $20 million earmark for a
multibillion-dollar project.
“That clearly I don’t think is a great outcome because the money sits there and we couldn’t move forward just because of the higher cost
of the project despite having the earmark in hand,” he said.
After years of trying to tighten up rules and impose transparency, congressional leaders imposed a moratorium on earmarks following
an FBI corruption investigation, as well as scrutiny of seemingly wasteful projects such as the Bridge to Nowhere in Alaska.
Some earmarks from the 2005 law are among those that highway administration data lists as unused. One of the largest is $16 million for
a highway project in Bartow County, Ga., known at the time as the U.S. 411 Connector.
When the House adopted the 2005 transportation budget bill, then-Rep. Phil Gingrey (R-Ga.) touted the money as “a huge step.” But 16
years later, work on the project has yet to begin in earnest. In 2019, officials told local residents they hoped to finish by 2030.
Peter Olson, the county administrator in Bartow County, said the project will be valuable once complete, helping to connect industrial areas
and ease congestion.
Although earmarks might sit untouched, money sometimes can be used for its original purpose. Earmarked funds for the Massachusetts
interchange have been tapped and a preconstruction conference is scheduled for this month, said Kristen Pennucci, a spokeswoman for
the state transportation department.
Dan Kulin, a spokesman for Clark County, Nev., said bidding for the construction of the Nevada bridge opens next week.

Democrats who control the House say they will set limits on the practice, including banning earmarked funding for private businesses. The
Appropriations Committee funds will be disclosed before becoming law and each member will be allowed to make 10 requests.
The Transportation Committee will require members to show they have support from state departments of transportation or local agencies.
Lawmakers also will be encouraged to submit requests that further environmental and racial justice goals.

Ahead of Introduction of Surface Transportation Legislation, Chairs DeFazio and Norton Announce
New Process for Members of Congress to Submit Their Project Priorities
March 03, 2021
WASHINGTON, DC—As the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure prepares to advance surface transportation
authorization legislation this spring, Committee Chair Peter DeFazio (D-OR) and Chair of the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit Eleanor
Holmes Norton (D-DC) today announced the Committee will provide an opportunity for Members of Congress to submit requests for
highway and transit project designations. A formal process to do so will be announced later this month.
In developing the surface transportation reauthorization bill, which passed the House last July but stalled in the Republican-led Senate, the
Committee held 14 hearings, considered hundreds of policy submissions and processed more than 700 amendments. The new submission
process being announced today allows more direct Member engagement on critical infrastructure projects that are consistent with State
and local infrastructure plans.
“The discretion to fund projects should not be reserved for State or Federal bureaucrats. Elected representatives know the infrastructure
needs of their district and should be allowed to identify projects and advocate on behalf of their constituents in legislation,” Chair DeFazio
said. “That’s why I’m proud to make this announcement today. With a transparent, efficient process in place to identify district priorities,
coupled with good partnership from the Federal government, Congress can help put people to work on badly-needed infrastructure projects
and transform the way we build and move.”
"Infrastructure projects Members of Congress identify after consultation with local officials often are urgent and need local
priority,” Chairwoman Norton said. "We have surrounded our new process with the transparency to assure projects meet Federal and local
standards."
The Committee encourages Members to work with their State and local transportation and transit agencies and other planning
organizations to identify projects that will help advance the goals of the legislation, which include building a safer transportation network,
increasing access, strengthening our multi-modal transportation systems, reducing carbon pollution, enhancing environmental justice,
supporting underserved communities, and improving state of good repair of our Nation’s infrastructure.
The Committee will require all Member submissions to include the following information for each project requested:
•

Documentation of whether the project is on the State, Tribal, or territorial transportation improvement program (STIP); and on the
metropolitan transportation improvement program (TIP), if applicable

•

Sources of funding for the full share of the cost of the project beyond the amount requested

•

Letter(s) of support from the State department of transportation, or local government, transit agency, or other non-Federal sponsor

•

A description of the process that has been or will be followed to provide an opportunity for public comment on the project

•

Project phase (e.g. Planning, Final Design, Construction)

•

NEPA category of action (e.g. Categorical Exclusion, Environmental Assessment, Environmental Impact Statement)

•

Status of environmental review

•

Whether the project has received Federal funding previously, and if so the source and amount

•

Certification that the Member, their spouse, and other immediate family members do not have a financial interest in the project

The Committee will also hold a Member Day hearing April 14, 2021, to receive testimony from Members of Congress about their policy
priorities.

Chair DeFazio Statement on Infrastructure Meeting at White House
March 04, 2021
WASHINGTON—Rep. Peter DeFazio, Chair of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, released the following statement
after today’s bipartisan meeting at the White House to discuss infrastructure.
“I thank President Biden, Vice President Harris, and Secretary Buttigieg for convening today’s bipartisan meeting in the Oval Office to chart
a path forward on an infrastructure bill. It is a critically important conversation to have, and timely as I intend to move a surface
transportation reauthorization bill through the Committee this spring. I made sure to point out to the President that I was wearing my
Route 66 socks as reminder we are still living off the legacy of President Eisenhower to the detriment of our safety, our economy, our
communities, and our environment. It is time to get out of the 1950s and move forward on a transformational infrastructure bill that puts
millions of people to work building the infrastructure of the 21 st century and beyond all while putting our country on a path toward zero
pollution.”

Republicans to White House: Limit infrastructure spending to roads and bridges

‘Catch-all’ highway bill will lose support, GOP lawmakers warn
John Gallagher, March 4, 2021
As the Biden administration looks ahead to the “recovery” portion of its Build Back Better plan while the $1.9 billion COVID-19 relief bill is
considered in the Senate, Republicans are drawing a line across the road when it comes to infrastructure investment.
After a White House meeting Thursday that included President Joe Biden and Department of Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, Rep.
Sam Graves, R-Missouri, the ranking member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, said he made it clear that for an
infrastructure bill to happen, Republican priorities had to be considered. “It cannot be a ‘my way or the highway’ approach like last
Congress,” Graves said.
“First and foremost, a highway bill cannot grow into a multitrillion-dollar catch-all bill, or it will lose Republican support. We have to be
responsible, and a bill whose cost is not offset will lose Republican support. Second, a transportation bill needs to be a transportation bill
that primarily focuses on fundamental transportation needs, such as roads and bridges. Republicans won’t support another Green New
Deal disguising itself as a transportation bill.”
Graves’ warning shot comes a day after the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) gave the nation’s infrastructure a grade of C- and
said it would require $2 trillion over 10 years to fix.
Remarking on ASCE’s assessment on Wednesday — and contradicting Graves’ warning — Buttigieg emphasized that infrastructure “is more
than roads and bridges and power grids and ports. It’s about investing in a way that creates millions of good jobs that last. It’s about choices
to combat climate change, and it’s about building our infrastructure in a way that makes our country a more equitable place for everyone.”
Also in conflict with Graves are the investment numbers rolled out by Biden during his 2020 election campaign, which included not only $1.3
trillion over 10 years for infrastructure but a $2 trillion “accelerated investment” over his first term that included a low-carbon
transportation strategy to meet his climate change goals.
Buttigieg said on Wednesday that infrastructure is one of the most bipartisan things the administration is taking on.
“This isn’t just a red state versus blue state issue or rural versus urban, it’s a national issue, and the benefits are enormous — maybe a oncein-a-lifetime moment to invest,” he said. “Interest rates are at historic lows, unemployment is higher than it should be, and there’s never
been a better reason for politicians, regardless of party or ideology, to want to get this done.”
But Graves asserted on Thursday that rural infrastructure needs were left behind in the COVID relief package, citing the $30 billion in transit
funding included by Democrats and benefits primarily urban areas.
“Republicans are eager to work on bipartisan solutions, but it will take a willingness to compromise and a good faith effort to consider
Republican priorities,” he said. “We all have the same goal of improving America’s transportation infrastructure, but we cannot overlook
broad sections of the country in the process.”

Funding Opportunities
Bloomberg Philanthropies is launching its Asphalt Art Initiative Round 2.
The Asphalt Art Initiative grant program is designed to fund visual art interventions on roadways, pedestrian spaces, and public
infrastructure in U.S. cities with the goal of:
Improving street and pedestrian safety
Revitalizing and activating underutilized public space
Promoting collaboration and civic engagement in local communities.
Round 2 of the Asphalt Art Initiative was announced on March 2, 2021. The application deadline is April 30, 2021. The program will award
up to 20 U.S. cities grants of up to $25,000 each. Grants will be announced by fall 2021 for projects installing during calendar year 2022.

U.S. Department of Transportation Announces FY 2021 Round of the
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program (deadline 3/19/2021)
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) today announced it is seeking applicants for the FY 2021 round of the Infrastructure
for Rebuilding America (INFRA) discretionary grant program to fund transportation projects of national and regional significa nce that are in line with the
Biden Administration’s principles for national infrastructure projects that result in good-paying jobs, improve safety, apply transformative technology,
and explicitly address climate change and racial equity. The funding available for this year’s grants totals approximately $889 million.
The Department recognizes the role that infrastructure investment plays in economic development and job creation, and the added urgency of this funding
at time when the COVID-19 pandemic has put stress on state and local budgets.
“As we work to recover and emerge from this devastating pandemic stronger than before, now is the time to make lasting investments i n our nation’s
infrastructure,” said Secretary Buttigieg. “We are committed to not just rebuilding our crumbling infrastructure, but building back in a way that positions
American communities for success in the future—creating good paying jobs, boosting the economy, ensuring equity, and tackling our climate crisis. The
INFRA grant program is a tremendous opportunity to help achieve these goals."
For the first time, the USDOT seeks INFRA projects that address climate change and environmental justice. Projects will be evaluated on whether they
were planned as part of a comprehensive strategy to address climate change, or whether they support strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions such
as deploying zero-emission-vehicle infrastructure or encouraging modal shift and a reduction in vehicle-miles-traveled.
Racial equity will also be considered as a selection criterion, to the extent that project sponsors have completed equity-focused community outreach, and
projects are designed to benefit underserved communities. The Department will also consider whether the project is located in a federally designated
community development zone, including qualified Opportunity Zones, Empowerment Zones, Promise Zones, or Choice Neighborhoods.

USDOT seeks projects that apply innovative technology, delivery, or financing methods with proven outcomes to deliver project s in a cost effective
manner. The Department will make awards under the INFRA program to both large and small projects. For a large project, the INFRA grant must be at
least $25 million. For a small project, the grant must be at least $5 million. Under statutory requirements, 10 percent of available funds are reserved for
small projects, and the Department must award at least 25 percent of funding for rural projects. INFRA grants may be used to fund a variety of components
of an infrastructure project, however, the Department is specifically focused on projects in which the local sponsor is significantly invested and is
positioned to proceed rapidly to construction. Eligible INFRA project costs may include: reconstruction, rehabilitation, acquisition of property (including
land related to the project and improvements to the land), environmental mitigation, construction contingencies, equipment acquisition, and operational
improvements directly related to system performance.
The INFRA NOFO also announces the creation of the “INFRA Extra” Program, which will identify competitive INFRA applicants who do not receive an
INFRA award and authorize them to seek a Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 1998 (TIFIA) loan up to 49 percent of their project
cost.
The Department will post and respond to questions related to the expanded INFRA program criteria, and post notices of upcoming webinars for
stakeholders through this site and at INFRAgrants@dot.gov.
This NOFO will remain open through Friday, March 19, 2021.
FY 2021 INFRA NOFO.pdf

INFRA 2021 How to Apply Webinar: Monday, February 22, 2021, 2:00-4:00pm EST.
Registration link: https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/es7584ig2rl2/event/event_info.html
-INFRA 2021 Preparing A Benefit Cost Analysis Webinar: Wednesday, February 24, 2021, 2:00-4:00pm EST.
Registration link: https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/e63zsqbjenqg/event/event_info.html
-INFRA 2021 How to Apply Webinar (second offering): Monday, March 1, 2021, 3:00-5:00pm EST.
Registration link: https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/egxzctky4m9i/event/event_info.html

Mobile Urbanized AREA FY 2022 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
Announcement and Documents

deadline noon, Friday, May 14th, 2021 (This is not ALDOTs Call For Projects)

Announcement
Instructions and Guidelines
Application
Ranking Process
For information regarding the FY 2022 Mobile Urbanized Area Call For Projects please contact:
Mr. Tom Piper
tpiper@sarpc.org
(251)706-4622

ELIGIBLE ITEMS
▪

Streetscape Improvements are eligible and should include items such as sidewalk replacement, landscaping, pedestrian
lighting, etc. These enhancements must be located in the downtown area (central business district in front of store
fronts). This is the only instance where replacement of deteriorated sidewalks is an eligible item.

▪

Curb Cut -to achieve ADA compliance.

▪

Lighting when it is decorative landscape or pedestrian lighting. Lighting is limited to 30%of the project cost. ·

▪

Landscaping as included in a streetscape project.

▪

Signs if there is a direct relationship
destination/distance/direction signs.

▪

Fencing for safety purposes only.

▪

Paving is approved on a case-by-case basis for repair of a street that may have been unavoidably damaged in the course
of the enhancement project.

▪

Historic streets may be restored or preserved.

▪

Drainage is approved on a case-by-case basis where it is required for construction of the project. Drainage is limited to
a small percentage of the overall project.

▪

Project Oversight- Construction engineering and inspection: Examples include: certified concrete, architectural,
landscaping, and construction inspection, etc. Oversight is limited to 15% of the project cost. If the sponsor chooses to
hire a consultant for project oversight, they must follow ALDOT's latest consultant selection procedures.

to

the

project:

Examples

include

historic

interpretation

or

New CDBG GRANT Program
To Address COVID-19 Impacts (currently no deadline)
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) is in the process of developing a special Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) grant program to address COVID-19 impacts.
DETAILS: Currently, no application deadline, grant ceilings or other program details have been finalized.
MORE DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE; however, please download the guide below to get started and identify potential
partners as needed.

CLICK HERE to download the Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response that will assist applicants to
begin thinking about possible project needs.
Please note that applications to the CDBG program must be in the name of a local government as the applicant/grantee.
Partnerships and agreements with other agencies/entities, etc. can be developed as necessary. CDBG projects must also benefit primarily
low and moderate-income people and this requirement will likely remain for the new funds.
RESOURCES/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
The Department has technical assistance providers that may be available to assist grantees in their implementation of CDBG Funds for
activities to prevent or respond to the spread of infectious disease.
Please contact your local CPD Field Office Director to request technical assistance from HUD staff or a TA provider.
Submit your questions to:
CPDQuestionsAnswered@hud.gov
COVID-19 (“Coronavirus”) Information and Resources: https://www.hud.gov/coronavirus
CPD Program Guidance and Training: https://www.hudexchange.info/program-support/
EDA CARES ACT RECOVERY ASSISTANCE (currently no deadline)
OVERVIEW
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, signed into law by President Donald J. Trump on March 27, 2020, provides
the Economic Development Administration (EDA) with $1.5 billion for economic development assistance programs to help communities
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus.
EDA CARES Act Recovery Assistance, which is being administered under the authority of the bureau’s flexible Economic Adjustment
Assistance (EAA) (PDF) program, provides a wide-range of financial assistance to communities and regions as they respond to and recover
from the impacts of the pandemic.

Opportunity Zones
EDA's Opportunity Zone Web Page
EDA now has an EDA Opportunity Zone Web page for economic development stakeholders and others to use as a resource to further
help foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in economically distressed areas across the United States.
Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging
and Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to
match Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307),
Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This
information has been publicized HERE
To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov.

Just For Fun (THIS IS SATIRE, AND JUST FOR FUN)
Spring is approaching, and that means fishing for a lot of Americans. You know what else happens in the Spring?
Potholes. Potholes form when pavement freezes and thaws, the pavement expands and contracts. Eventually, the
surface wear created by vehicles creates a crack and BOOM, a pothole. In some cities, they have combined these two
spring events, fishing, and potholes. Oddly enough, this occurs mainly in states that do not have good collegiate
football teams, and people enjoy something called cheese curd, whatever that is.

In the News

Awards Announced For Rebuild Alabama Act Annual Grant Program
Rebuild Alabama Act Annual Grant Program
GENERAL INFORMATION
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Rebuild Alabama Procedural Guidelines
•
•

SELECTED PROJECTS
2020 RAA Annual Grant Awarded Projects
2021 RAA Annual Grant Awarded Projects

ESCAMBIA COUNTY RESURFACE OLD HIGHWAY 31 FROM US-31 TO US-31 (2.84 MILES) $347,230.0
MOBILE COUNTY ADD TURN LANE TO CR-27 (MCCRARY ROAD) ONTO ACCESS ROAD, INCLUDING RESURFACING AND EXTENDING THE EXISTING
ACCESS ROAD $589,152.99

BANKHEAD TUNNEL CLOSURES
ALDOT Southwest Region
The Bankhead Tunnel nightly closures have been moved & will now start on Sunday evening, March 7 & should be completed by Thursday,

March 18. Closures will be between 9 pm & 5 am.
The Bankhead Tunnel will be closed nightly (Sundays through Thursdays only) between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m. beginning Monday, March 1
through Thursday, March 18.
The closure it a part of a permitting job with Uniti Fiber who will be performing utility work inside of the tunnel.

Crews have performed demolition operations on the south end of the existing
SR-163 bridge over perch creek and have begun driving piles for the third and
fourth spans of the replacement bridge. HERE

Lightweighting of Trucks Could Become More Prevalent, NACFE Finds
Roger Gilroy March 3, 2021
Some truck buyers require lightweighting while most others move toward it slowly, if at all, but the coming of electric trucks may demand
more of it, according to an updated confidence report from the North American Council for Freight Efficiency.
Its latest Lightweighting Confidence Report is intended to document the confidence that North American Class 8 trucking should have in
pursuing lightweighting, according to the group, which issued the first report in 2015.
“The key is that lightweighting is not a fuel economy option like it is in cars,” NACFE Executive Director Mike Roeth told Transport Topics.
“It’s a payload play. It’s freight-ton-per mile efficiency. Do enough of that, and you could have fewer trucks on the road, less congestion.
That’s a good thing.”
As for the other side of the coin: “If a fleet spends money to lightweight but doesn’t get more freight,” Roeth said, “then [they’ve] lost
money.”
Surveys conducted for the confidence report confirmed the following trends:
•
•
•

Tractor, and to some degree trailer, weights have increased.
Freight is becoming denser.
Shippers are loading more pallets per trailer.

In light of these trends, NACFE finds that over the next five to 10 years shippers will request that trucks that are loaded to the maximum
weight of 80,000 pounds (gross out) on 10% of their trips increase to 20%. These trucks make up about 10% of the trucks on the road,
mostly reefer units.

The majority of trucks on the road, or 88%, are dry van units that for 2% of the time travel at maximum weight, either because the goods
fill the trailer volume (cube out) before they gross out, or simply because their routes and cargo patterns are not conducive to traveling full,
the report found. Shippers will want this last group to increase to maximum load on 4% of runs.
Lightweighting remains “super huge” for bulk haulers and others that do routinely gross out, Roeth said. They comprise 2% of the industry.
“A good metric for the value of lightweighting technologies is dollar of upfront cost per pound of weight saved,” the report found. “For
example, average bulk carriers will pay $6 to $11 [per pound] for a component that weighs less, reefer or certain dry van dedicated routes
$2 to $5, and general dry van freight is $0 to $2.”
So for bulk haulers, a technology that saves them 500 pounds might be worth $5,500 in upfront costs.
Roeth said NACFE thought when it did the first report it would find more fleets grossing out, even in general freight, “because packaging
would get denser, load matching and digital brokers get more freight on trucks, and the trucks were getting heavier because of more
emissions components and driver amenities and aerodynamic devices [that have added 1,000 pounds to a tractor over the past decade].”
“That trend, we think, still exists, it’s just a little slower,” he said. “And the truck builders have done a pretty good job of lightweighting their
base, standard, trucks to help with the extra weight they added through the 2000s.”
The cab and frame structure present the biggest opportunities for lightweighting. Plus there are many new material innovations coming in
cab and mount structures, the group pointed out.
In the meantime, aluminum and steel wheels have shed five pounds each since the first report.
There are other features either advertised or unadvertised that the truck builders have engineered that they might sell to somebody who
wants it, Roeth said.
“These options are out there and the supply chain is kind of ready to build them when they have to, and we think it is going to happen over
time.”
Part of the reason there is not a broader shift to lightweighting is because it’s so easy to just put another truck on the road and haul the
freight with two trucks instead of one, he added.
Meanwhile, as fleets move to battery-electric and hydrogen-electric trucks, vehicle weight will be a bigger issue than it has been with diesel,
he said. Battery-electric trucks are 2,500 to 5,000 pounds heavier than diesel trucks for the same duty cycle.
But turning the diesel trucks into electric trucks, “at least in the first generation,” Roeth said, “means there’s less opportunity to try to take
that weight out.”

Pete Buttigieg Stresses a ‘Fix It First’ Infrastructure Policy
“A lot of what we've got to do is dealing with a maintenance backlog,” the U.S. Transportation Secretary said.
Laura Bliss March 2, 2021
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg is emphasizing a less-than-flashy item as a top priority for his national agenda: Fixing the
country’s “maintenance backlog.”
“‘Fix it first,’ I think, is going to be a very important mantra for us,” he said in an interview at CityLab 2021, a virtual summit for urban leaders
hosted by Bloomberg Philanthropies and the Aspen Institute. “It doesn't always have the same sizzle as adding something new, but the
truth is we’ve got to be doing both.”
These comments add nuance to the secretary’s frequent emphasis on improving transportation systems through expanded high-speed rail,
electric vehicle expansion and public transit, priorities he reiterated at the conference.
“Look, if there’s a need, we should meet it. And I’m a big believer when appropriate, especially when it comes to transit, but also of
passenger rail, of adding resources that could make a difference,” he said, pointing to the lack of dedicated federal funding for railways as
a reason that “Americans are being asked to settle for less” compared to other countries.
“But yes, we’ve also got to think about the total cost of ownership of the things we’re building and the things that we have that Washington
hasn’t been willing to support.”
As the former mayor of South Bend, Indiana, Buttigieg is no stranger to aging infrastructure. Factory declines and suburban flight emptied
the city of nearly 25% of its population in the 1970s and 1980s. Left behind were miles of disused streets and sidewalks that buckled under
Midwestern winters as the local repair budget dwindled.
In recent years, the city has offered property owners reimbursement for mending adjacent walkways through a program that started under
Buttigieg.
But while infrastructure decay may be a special challenge in the Rust Belt, a backlog of road, highway and transit repairs is also a national
issue approaching $1 trillion. “You look at the conditions of so many of our roads and bridges as a country, and it’s just clear that we can’t
allow that backlog to continue,” Buttigieg said.
Buttigieg recalled making back-of-the-envelope calculations as South Bend’s mayor to estimate the long-term maintenance costs of new
roads in his cash-strapped city. “I realized the most beautiful newly paved piece of street lasted about 12 years in our climate, with our
snow and everything that did to beat up the roads,” he said. “Given the dollars that we have, how long would it take us to repave every
lane mile of street in the city? And the answer came back: about a hundred years, which just doesn’t compute.”

The implications, he said, are that modernizing infrastructure demands additional resources, as well as better management. In some cases
that could mean removing outdated structures and not replacing them. “There are some places where we may need to add assets like
roadways or other transit resources. There are some areas where actually the number of square feet of asphalt in a city probably ought to
go down, and we ought to be supporting that kind of right-sizing as well, if a local community sees that that’s beneficial for the long term.”
That approach to investment earned Buttigieg high marks from transportation advocates when he was running for president in 2020: As a
candidate, his infrastructure plan required that states plan for maintenance before being allowed to build new or wider highways, which
make up the bulk of the nation’s $926 billion infrastructure repair needs. As of 2015, an estimated 21% of U.S. highways had poor pavement
condition, according to TRIP, a road industry research group.
Electric vehicles fit into this philosophy, Buttigieg said. In addition to their climate benefits, “they often have fewer moving parts and require
less in terms of the total cost of ownership and maintenance.”
The Biden administration has raised hopes for a major infrastructure stimulus as it lays the groundwork for a sweeping economic recovery
package. Yet Buttigieg highlighted his time as a mayor as an education in what’s possible in constrained conditions.
“I’m very mindful of some of the things that we can be doing in addition to what might be the most important of all, which is those hard
dollars, the actual resources,” he said. “If we get this moment right, we can have a once-in-a generation delivery of infrastructure support
that can be used by states, by cities, by counties, by tribes and territories.”
During the interview, Buttigieg also talked about the role of the federal government in local land use policy, balancing real-world policy
problems with the allure of new technology, and the importance of community engagement in order to make transportation policies more
equitable across race and income groups.
“Listening is such an important part of federal policy when it comes to how we engage with cities, counties and towns,” he said.

Trust and transportation may be keeping some Gulf coast residents from a COVID shot
By APR GULF COAST CORRESPONDENT GUY BUSBY • MAR 4, 2021
Trust and transportation keeping some Gulf coast residents from a COVID-19 shot COVID-19 rates are falling in Alabama and across the
country. Still, state health officials are looking at statistics that show only 13 percent of Alabamians have been vaccinated. Healthcare
providers remain worried about apparent reluctance to get a coronavirus shot.
ListenListening...7:24APR news feature--- Trust and transportation may be keeping some Gulf coast residents from a COVID shot
Crowds line up at most vaccination clinics on the Gulf Coast. For all the people waiting in cars or auditorium seats, thousands more eligible
recipients appear toi be staying away. Police, firefighters and members of minority communities have low vaccination rates in many
communities in the Mobile Bay area. Some police departments report rates as low as one in five getting a shot.
“Law enforcement has had low uptake of vaccine, minority groups and people who live in rural areas, we don’t have a lot of vaccine right
now and it requires people driving to a location to get it and so transportation is a barrier,” said Dr. Rendi Murphree, an epidemiologist
with the Mobile County Health Department.

Dr. Rendi Murphree
CREDIT MOBILE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
“This is an extremely challenging time on all fronts,” Murphree said. “We’re just coming off historic high numbers of cases and
hospitalizations. People are tired of COVID. They’re ready for things to get back to normal. There is reluctance among some groups. Even
health care workers sometimes are reluctant to receive a new vaccine even though they are at greatest risk of contracting COVID because
of the work that they do. There are known health disparities with people of color and low income and rural areas. These are only amplified
during a pandemic. It’s certainly an issue for all health related issues like I said, not just COVID.”
Dr. Errol Crook is chairman of the Department of Internal Medicine at the USA Health College of Medicine. He’s also one of the authors of
a study in the effects of COVID-19 on the area’s minority community.
“I think there are lots of individuals both locally as well as nationally and quite frankly internationally who have some frustrations around
the vaccine and those are the people who want the vaccine right away,” Crook said. “And then there are others and I think in large part in
the communities on which we focused where there are concerns about the vaccine. Their concerns are multiple. I think could be summed
up best by saying about really issues around trust. Trust in the safety of the vaccine. Trust in something now that’s really had a government
backing and support. Many of the individuals don’t have the trust in that government to do well on their behalf. So trust in whether or not
that’s something that’s been developed that’s going to be in their best interests. Trust in whether or there’s a health care system that’s

going to distribute it equitably to them. Trust in whether or not the public health services we have will be able to prioritize those individuals
equally with others.”

Dr. Erroll Crook
CREDIT UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA
“When we spoke to people, they told us of very practical problems,” said Dr. Martha Arrieta, Director of Research, Center for Healthy
Communities, University of South Alabama, was another author of the study.
“They told us there is financial issues,” Arrieta said. “There are food problems. There is this lack of technology that affects us all and then
the social network is so disrupted.”
Arrieta said COVID has hit lower income communities hard. Residents have been cut off from support networks while losing income. Many
also have to educate and care for children at home as schools close. Arrieta says another big issue is transportation.
“Even when with testing, there were actually walk-in places within the community that were set up by our federally qualified health centers,
they explained to us that some people may, even if they are in the community, still, they are not able to walk in. For them, they are too are
away,” Arrietta said. Continue HERE

Using Electronic Devices While Driving: Legislation and Enforcement Implications
The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine; Transportation Research Board has published a new report on Using
Electronic Devices While Driving: Legislation and Enforcement Implications. The report presents the results of an examination of the current
state and provincial legislation on electronic device use while driving; evaluates the benefits and impediments associated with enacting,
enforcing, and adjudicating electronic device use; and proposes model legislation and educational materials that can be used by relevant
stakeholders to enact a law and educate key individuals on the importance of the law.

Transportation Research
The future of "smart" cities is in street lights
Jennifer A. Kingson Feb 11, 2021
Cities are rushing to replace their legacy street lights with "smart" LED fixtures that could one day be able to find you a parking space,
monitor air quality, and announce an oncoming thunderstorm.
Why it matters: Despite a bumpy and controversial start to some smart street light programs, cities are saving tons of money on energy by
banishing traditional bulbs — and may soon be able to turn a profit by monetizing data from smart LED sensors or leasing space on light
poles.
The big picture: There's been lots of hype about "smart cities," where connected technology helps governments serve us better — but also
lots of money wasted on expensive projects that fizzled or caused public outcry over police use of camera surveillance.
Today, hopes have coalesced around the potential for "smart" street lights, which bear sensors that can do everything from analyzing traffic
patterns to assisting 911 operators.
•
•
•

"Streetlights are becoming the backbone of larger smart city initiatives," per a report by the Northeast Group, a smart cities market
intelligence firm.
Cities will invest $8.2 billion in them in the next 10 years, the report said.
It will take time: "Overall, over 90% of streetlights will be LED by 2029 and 35% will be connected," Northeast Group said.

Cities large and small — including Chicago, Atlanta, Los Angeles, Philadelphia and Cleveland — have been replacing traditional streetlights
with LEDs, which consume less energy and can be programmed to dim or or brighten as needed.
•
•
•

"Street lighting can be up to 40% of a city's energy bills, so you see huge cost savings across the board," Benjamin Gardner, president
of the Northeast Group, tells Axios.
Sensors placed on streetlights have manifold applications and will have more in the future.
An Intel white paper envisions a day when street lights do everything from traffic and parking control to guiding people out of danger
during an emergency (by flashing in the direction of evacuation).

"The vision here is to augment the existing infrastructure via the cloud to allow data and additional functionality to flow through what was
a dumb asset," Martin Stephenson, head of North America systems & services for Signify, a major connected lighting vendor, tells Axios.
But, but, but: There's been pushback on various fronts.
•
•

Surveillance: San Diego got scolded by community activists after its police started using video from its $30 million "Smart
Streetlights" program.
Aesthetics: Light poles gunked up with sensors, cameras and advertisements can look hideous.

•

Health: "Cities and towns throughout Northern California are issuing ordinances that would exclude new 5G cell sites from
residential areas, citing supposed health concerns," per the WSJ.

Smart street light experts say the industry has taken heed from the San Diego debacle and pulled back on intrusive applications.
What's next: Cities hope eventually to turn their smart street lights into cash cows — some of which is happening today.
•
•
•

The poles can serve as billboards where companies buy ad space.
5G providers and others can pay monthly fees to hang their equipment on light poles.
The brass ring for cities is to compile data from smart street lights and sell it for profit.

The bottom line: "We're seeing a lot of cities buying back their street lights from utilities," Gardner tells Axios.
•

"Because all of a sudden, they've woken up to the fact that, hey — you know, the boring, kind of arcane corner of the municipal
infrastructure space, the street light poles? They're actually critical assets that we need to own and control."

FHWA to host series of Value Capture Strategies webinars
FHWA is hosting a series of Value Capture Strategies webinars beginning in March, 2021. The webinar series will detail the Value Capture
techniques promoted in the Federal Highway Administration’s Every Day Counts initiative. This year’s series focuses on the intersection of
Innovative Finance and Innovative Project Delivery Tools. These webinars will detail more Value Capture best practices collected from
throughout the nation. They will also highlight FHWA’s recently completed Value Capture Primer series of technical documents.
Value Capture is a set of powerful techniques that recover a portion of land value created by public infrastructure investments, and can:
• Address funding gaps;
• leverage and optimize Federal and State resources;
• accelerate project delivery;
• meet and improve system performance goals;
• maintain transportation infrastructure assets in good repair; and,
• save time and money.
The program features subject matter experts and peers who successfully utilized Value Capture in tandem with innovative finance and
project delivery techniques to advance new and modernized infrastructure projects. Registration is free but is limited. Certificates of
Completion and Confirmation of Attendance are available! Register now!
TARGET AUDIENCE
This webinar is intended for professionals from States, cities, counties, Tribes, and metropolitan and rural transportation agencies looking for
innovative funding and financial strategies to pay for transportation projects. This would include professionals involved with directing and
managing aspects of highway-related programs and projects, such as planning, environment, project development, design, construction,
operations, maintenance, and finance.
For additional information, please contact:
Thay Bishop, FHWA Center Innovative Finance Support, 770-650-5894, thay.bishop@dot.gov
Stefan Natzke, FHWA National Systems and Economic Development, 202-366-5010, Stefan.Natzke@dot.gov

FHWA Extends Comment Period on “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” 60 days
BY LIZ CAREY | FEBRUARY 5, 2021
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) announced this week that it will be extending the comment period on revisions to the “Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” (MUTCD) 60 days until May 14, 2021.
FHWA said the extension would allow the public more time to participate in the MUTCD’s first major update in more than a decade.
“This important document will set the tone for the future of our transportation system for the years ahead,” Deputy Federal Highway
Administrator Stephanie Pollack said. “We want to ensure our stakeholders have ample opportunity to address the diverse needs of
travelers nationwide.”
The proposed update would advance traffic operations and safety nationwide, the agency said. Extending the public comment period comes
after stakeholders said the additional time would help address the scope and complexity of the proposed amendments.
Originally published in the Federal Register on Dec. 14, 2020, the original comment period was slated to expire on March 15.
FHWA will consider feedback from state and local traffic engineers and other traffic control device stakeholders, as well as the public, in
general, as part of the public comment period process.
Created in 1935, the MUTCD is the federal government’s national standard for all traffic signs, signals, and pavement markings used on all
public streets and highways. The proposed revision offers many proven advancements, the agency said, while remaining flexible to
accommodate new technologies and operational strategies.

U.S. Department of Transportation Releases Draft Strategic Plan on Accessible Transportation
Friday, January 15, 2021
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) this week published a draft of its first Strategic Plan on Accessible
Transportation (Accessibility Strategic Plan), a noteworthy step in making America’s transportation system more accessible for all travelers.
The draft Accessibility Strategic Plan is available for public review and comment, and will be announced this month in the Federal Register.
“This first-of-its-kind Accessibility Strategic Plan creates a unified vision for the Department to achieve access and mobility for all in
transportation,” said Acting U.S. Secretary of Transportation Steven Bradbury.
The draft Accessibility Strategic Plan reflects ongoing and future initiatives across the DOT’s operating administrations to enhance
accessibility and remove barriers in transportation for people with disabilities. It represents a unified vision for progress in accessible
transportation that will guide the DOT’s efforts in Fiscal Years 2021-2025.
DOT also released a Request for Information (RFI) regarding the launch of an Inclusive Design Reference Hub to establish a library of
resources for accessibility in automation, and to work with outside experts to study voluntary best practices for ensuring accessibility in
automated vehicles. Responses to the RFI are requested no later than 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) on February 19, 2021.

Opportunity Zones
The Department of Transportation has identified transportation assets that fall within Opportunity Zones with the goal of driving
investment of all types to these important areas.
Despite the growing national economy, economically distressed communities are located in every corner of the United States and its
territories. These communities have high levels of poverty, failing schools, job scarcity, and a lack of investment. A new tax incentive—
Opportunity Zones—was created to spur economic development and job creation by encouraging long-term investment in low-income
communities nationwide.
Read about our partner’s roles in Opportunity Zones:
• Housing and Urban Development: Implementation Plan for The White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council
• The IRS: Tax reform creates opportunity zone tax incentive
• Treasury Department Community Development Financial Institutions Fund

The Opportunity Zone designation encourages investment in communities by granting investors extensive Federal tax advantages for
using their capital gains to finance new projects and enterprises. There are more than 8,700 designated Qualified Opportunity Zones
located in all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and five United States territories. Of the Qualified Opportunity Zones 40 percent are in
rural census tracts, 38 percent are in urban tracts, and 22 percent are in suburban tracts.
South Alabama Opportunity Zones

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/subdoc/906/build-fact-sheet2019.pdf

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected
from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms
related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist
within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·
Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.
·
None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for
pedestrian.
·
The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word,
phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

