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· MOBILE MPO
UPDATES

MPO MEETINGS ANNOUNCED Virtual MPO meeting 3/10/21 at 10:00AM, Virtual TCC/CAC Meeting 2/24/21 at 10:00AM. As part of the
CARES ACT, the Mobile MPO may be receive $3.1 Million of 100% funding. This will be discussed at the upcoming meetings; see Mobile
MPO Updates. This week’s Legislative Updates talks about the infrastructure bill, and new administration. People are frowny facing the
DDI on 181, but they will come around In The News., There is a new Funding Opportunities, for and rail stations, and this week’s Just For
Fun is barrels of laughter. Happy Whatever Gras, and have a great weekend.
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FEBRUARY 26TH, 2021

Check out ALGO Traffic before you travel!
www.mobilempo.org

· LEGISLATIVE
UPDATES

Check us out on FACEBOOK; SARPC Transportation Video, this is what we do HERE
Want to know what other SARPC departments do?
• Planning and Community Development
• Area Agency on Aging
• Employment and Economic Development
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Mobile MPO Updates
Meetings announced: The Mobile MPO will meet virtually on March 10, 2021, 10:00AM
The Mobile MPO Technical Coordinating Committee/Citizen Advisory Committee (TCC/CAC) will meet on Wednesday, February 24th, 2021 at 10:00 am
via GoToMeeting.com, to make recommendations to the MPO Policy Board. The tentative agenda is as followed:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Add project to 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) STPAA, Mobile County, 100044866 Gopher Tortoise
Mitigation Habitat Development $300,000
Move project out of 2020-2023 TIP: 100059791 (CN) STPMB- New Alignment of CR-25 (McFarland Road) From CR-28 (Old
Pascagoula Road) to CR-358 (Three Notch Road) $13,100,000
Delete 100056130; ( UT ); BR; Replace Bridge, Bin 008714, SR-16 (US-90) Westbound Over Tensaw-Spanish River.
Approval of the FY2020-2023 Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan
Review report of the Mobile MPO Pubic Participation Process.
Approve modification to the Mobile MPO Public Participation Plan (PPP), which outlines the public involvement procedures for the
Mobile MPO transportation documents, to include the Limited English Proficiency Plan.
Modification of the 2021 Unified Planning Work Program to account for a Mobile Area Wide Major Road Plan, in regards to Mobile
County and it’s connectivity to all municipal planning documents.
Approve updated performance measures for Transit Asset Management, Transit Safety, PM1 (Safety), and PM 3 (Congestion and
Freight)
Review and approve the Program of Projects for the Mobile Urban Area FY2021 5310 funds to include:
o City of Satsuma ($33,085 Federal/$33,085 Local); Via Health and Fitness Center ($38,400 Federal/$9,600 local) and the
South Alabama Regional Planning Commission for program administration ($31,736 Federal/$0 Local)
Discussion of FHWA Notice N4510.851 – Apportionment of Highway Infrastructure Program Funds Pursuant to the Coronavirus
Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021: $3,193,942 apportioned to Mobile MPO
Discussion on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge (guests Dr. Don Epley, Mr. Steve Russell)
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Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Listing of Obligated Projects Available Online
The federal metropolitan transportation planning statute states:
“In metropolitan planning areas, on an annual basis, no later than 90 calendar days following the end of the program year, the
State, public transportation operator(s), and the MPO(s) shall cooperatively develop a listing of projects (including investments
in pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities) for which funds under 23 U.S.C. or 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 were
obligated in the preceding program year.”
The Federal Highway Administration defines obligation as the federal government’s legal commitment (promise) to pay or reimburse
states or other entities for the federal share of a project’s eligible costs. Thus, an obligated project is one that has been approved by the
federal government for reimbursement, though not necessarily reimbursed yet. The obligated project cost reflected in this report also
may not equal final project cost.
This report responds to the directive set forth in statute. It lists all federally-funded transportation projects in the Mobile Area
Transportation Study (MATS) Area that were obligated in federal fiscal year 2020 (October 1, 2019 to September 30, 2020). The MATS
Report is available online HERE.

SARPC staff have been working on statistics concerning how COVID-19 has affected travel patterns in the Mobile Urbanized area. For information on
these statistics and travel patterns please contact ajohnson@sarpc.org

ENVISION 2045 IS THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP)
The LRTP is multimodal in scope, and is based on public input, and a travel demand forecast model. In 2019, an online survey was
conducted with almost 150 respondents. Questions ranged from where is the worst congestion, what roads need improvements,
problems with the transit systems, etc. There were a lot of comments about the I-10 Mobile River Bridge and the potential for tolls. Prior
to the online survey, staff also conducted a South Alabama Freight Forum, which was an opportunity to hear from large manufacturers
and trucking companies, to find out what the top issues are concerning the movement of freight in South Alabama. The Bicycle /
Pedestrian plan was updated, and the public transit section was authored by the Wave Transit, less the Demand Response Transit Study.
The Climate Change element, or Extreme Event Planning, remained almost unchanged from Destination 2040 LRTP.
The LRTP Envision 2045 was adopted by the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization on April 22, 2020.
More information on the new plan can be found at https://www.envision2045.org/

FY 2020-2023 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2020-2023) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile
study area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area.
The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects
that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are
programmed into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities
established by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For
other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding categories. Most
often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for transportation
improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out
HERE.

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
Project : 100070821 ( CN )
Federal aid number : IM I010 (348)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : RESURFACE WALLACE TUNNEL AND APPROACHES ON I-10
Old Engineers Estimate : $2,174,897.00
New Engineers Estimate : $1,845,139.19

South Alabama RPO Updates
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) met in October using the GoToMeeting app. The agenda included:
•
•

Adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting (these will be sent out soon)
Review and adoption of the Fiscal Year 2021 Work Program (available for review online at:
http://mobilempo.org/RPO/RPO%20Documents/2021%20Documents/Draft%20FY%202021%20RPO%20Work%20Program.pdf

•

Review and adoption of the Fiscal Years 2020-2023 Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan (available for review
online at:
http://mobilempo.org/Documents/Planning/FY2021/2020-2023%20HSCTP%20for%20SARPC.pdf

The RPO Transportation Plan Project List (available for review online at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPODocuments.html SARPC Rural Planning Organization

Projects in Region Let February 26th, 2021
MOBILE COUNTY
For constructing the Bridge (Grading, Drainage, Pavement and Bridge) on CR-63 (Wilmer-Georgetown Road) over Future SR-42 (US-98)
with a Jughandle Interchange onto Future SR-42 (US-98) southwest of Wilmer. Length 0.530 mi.The Bracket Estimate on this project is
from $8,793,150 to $10,747,183 .
BALDWIN COUNTY
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Steel Blockout Replacement, and Traffic Stripe on SR-3 (US-31) from the junction of
Church Street in Stapleton to the South City Limits of Bay Minette. Length 7.380 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $3,015,579
to $3,685,708.
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Steel Blockout Replacement, and Traffic Stripe on SR-16 (US-90) from 0.190 mile east of the
Tensaw River Bridge to east of the Blakeley River Bridge in Spanish Fort. Length 4.615 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $2,763,523 to
$3,377,639 .

ESCAMBIA COUNTY
None at this time.

What’s Under Construction? Project Status

Legislative Updates
Infrastructure Bill Would Have “Profound Effect” on Construction Activity, Building Materials
A multiyear federal infrastructure investment bill could boost construction spending by 2% and drive prices and volumes
for cement and aggregates higher.
February 4, 2021 Becky Schultz Moody's Investors Service
Continued strong demand for single-family housing, low housing inventory, steady infrastructure spending and continued low interest rates
are all factors that will support strength in construction activity, says Moody’s Investors Service in its latest Building Materials report. It
projects U.S. construction spending will grow 3.2% in 2021 and 3.4% in 2022, primarily driven by stable residential and public construction
activity, as well as a nonresidential spending recovery.
Passage of a multiyear federal infrastructure investment bill would give a substantial boost to the longer-term outlook for construction
activity, the report concludes.
“Whether it is President Joseph Biden’s ‘Build Back Better’ plan, or another proposal, we believe a multiyear federal infrastructure
investment bill will boost U.S. construction spending growth… by about 200 basis points 9-12 months after being passed,” notes the report.
“Assuming a bill is passed by Q3-2021, we project total U.S. construction spending ($1.5 trillion) to grow 5.0% in 2022 and 5.5% in 2023.”
Aggregate companies would be one of the beneficiaries of increased public infrastructure investment. Price and volume of aggregates is
currently projected to increase by 3% per year. A sizable infrastructure bill could see price and volume increase an additional 2%. Cement
and ready-mix producers are expected to see gains, as well.
Other building materials are expected to be affected to a lesser degree. Moody’s anticipates little impact on lumber pricing, which sees its
largest demand from residential construction, and repair and remodeling activity. Steel and copper will see slightly more gains given
increased focus on green initiatives, which are highly reliant on these metals.
Also bolstering demand and pricing will be the “Made in All of America” initiative, which commits to procuring steel, along with cement,
concrete and other building products, from within the U.S.

Rep. Brownley introduces transportation, infrastructure legislative package
BY LIZ CAREY | FEBRUARY 3, 2021
U.S. Rep. Julia Brownley (D-CA) introduced last week a package of transportation bills that would direct federal funds to local transportation projects, address
transportation safety, and set a zero-emission goal for public transportation.

“As a member of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, one of my top priorities in Congress is ensuring that communities across the country, like
Ventura County, have safe, reliable, and accessible transportation systems,” Brownley said. “As we deal with the devastating impacts that the coronavirus pandemic has
wrought on our nation, we have the unique opportunity to advance transportation initiatives that can address the climate crisis, improve safety standards, all while creating
more high quality, good-paying jobs and strengthen our local economies.”

The “Support Local Transportation Act” would ensure that more federal funding is sent directly to local communities and transportation planners by increasing the suballocation for local communities under the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program from 55 percent to 61 percent in Fiscal Year 2022 and increasing it another 1

percent annually through Fiscal Year 2026. The money could be used for transportation improvement projects, such as highways, bridges, pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure, and safety improvements, among other uses, Brownley said.

Another piece of legislation, the “Green Bus Act,” would set a goal for transit agencies across the country to transition to zero-emission buses. To do this, starting in
2029, all buses purchased with federal funds would have to be zero-emission buses. Additionally, the bill would increase the federal cost share on zero-emission buses
from 80 percent to 90 percent.

The third piece of legislation, the “National Multimodal Freight Network Improvement Act,” would require the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) to include
ports with annual cargo values of $1 billion or more, to be listed on the National Multimodal Freight Network.

“Small and mid-sized ports, like the Port of Hueneme here in Ventura County, are crucial to the economic vitality of both our region and of markets across the United
States and Canada. They handle hundreds of thousands of tons in fruits and vegetables that larger ports cannot process due to the perishable nature of these goods,”
Brownley said. “My bill would ensure that ports that move $1 billion or more in annual cargo are included in the National Multimodal Freight Network (NMFM). This
will help improve the delivery of goods not only across the country and across the entire continent. These ports are key drivers for our national economy, and businesses
of all shapes and sizes rely upon these ports for goods movement in their supply chains.”

Lastly, the Safe and Friendly for the Environment (SAFE) Streets Act would require state and local transportation agencies to assess the safety of vulnerable road users,
like pedestrians and bicyclists. The bill would direct more federal funding to safety improvements in the areas that see higher fatality rates and serious injury rates amongst
pedestrians and bicyclists.

All four pieces of legislation were previously introduced to the 116th Congress in 2019, where they were referred to the House Subcommittee on Highways and Transit.

Transportation & Infrastructure: What to Expect from the Biden Administration & 117th Congress
Thursday, February 4, 2021
With Democratic majorities in the U.S. House and U.S. Senate, Congress and President Biden’s new administration are working to quickly
advance proposals to provide for economic relief as the nation continues to reel from the now nearly one-year pandemic. One area of
emerging bipartisan focus is a long-sought measure to address the nation’s crumbling and outdated infrastructure, which could be paired
with a required surface transportation reauthorization bill. The face of the Administration on this effort will likely be Secretary of
Transportation, Pete Buttigieg, the former South Bend, Indiana, mayor, who the full Senate confirmed yesterday by a vote of 86-13. It’s
worth noting that Secretary Buttigieg is the first Senate-confirmed openly LGBTQ Cabinet Member in American history. Some of the key
issues we are watching on transportation and infrastructure are discussed below. We will be providing additional updates on these and
other issues in this space in the near future.
Surface Transportation Reauthorization
The most recent surface transportation bill, the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, was set to expire on September 30,
2020, having been signed into law by President Obama in 2015. Although the previous 116th Congress had taken steps toward enacting a
new five-year surface transportation bill, those efforts stalled, leaving Congress to approve a one-year extension. The original authorization
for the FAST Act provided $305 billion over fiscal years 2016 through 2020 for highway, highway and motor vehicle safety, public
transportation, motor carrier safety, hazardous materials safety, rail, and research, technology, and statistics programs. Despite the
challenges of the previous congress in passing a new surface transportation bill, it is generally a bipartisan issue and with unified control of
government by the Democrats we anticipate that we will see a new surface transportation bill approved well before the current extension
expires on September 30, 2021. Whether that is as a stand-alone bill or as part of a larger infrastructure package will be determined in the
coming months, but this debate will no doubt involve the usual partisan disagreements over funding levels.
Traditionally, reauthorizing the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) serves as the must-pass lynch-pin of a larger surface transportation bill. Ordinarily,
various Senate committees will produce legislative titles, based on their jurisdiction, to a larger surface transportation package. The
Environment & Public Works Committee contributes a legislative title that largely addresses transportation infrastructure and policy; the
Commerce Committee produces a title on regulatory and innovation transportation policy, including for rail, automobiles, and commercial
vehicles; and the Banking Committee traditionally contributes a title on public transit. The Finance Committee has jurisdiction over the HTF
itself and produces the revenue portion of the bill. In the House, the process is largely the same, but the Transportation & Infrastructure
Committee has jurisdiction over a significant majority of the surface transportation bill.
Highway Trust Fund (HTF)
With increasingly fuel efficient automobiles and no increase in the gas tax since 1993, the primary source of funding for repair and
maintenance of roads and bridges, the HTF is on the verge of becoming insolvent as soon as this year but no later than 2022 unless Congress
acts. Proceeds from the HTF routinely fall short of the nation’s transportation infrastructure needs, and the pandemic could exacerbate this
shortfall as Americans are driving less than they were pre-pandemic.
Over the past decade, the general treasury has kept the HTF afloat with infusions of funds, but there is a growing reluctance to continue
this practice. There are various proposals to remedy this situation, including a federal fuel usage fee as part of the price of wholesale
transportation fuels collected at the terminal rack. The fee would be phased in at five cents per year over four years, indexed to both
inflation and improvements in fuel efficiency, and have a five percent annual cap.
House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Chairman Peter DeFazio (D-OR) has previously proposed a national vehicle miles traveled
(VMT) pilot program, which would allow taxpayers to opt in and then provide a refund for the estimated gas tax they would have paid. The

concept of VMT is supported by many House Republicans, including Transportation & Infrastructure Committee Ranking Member Sam
Graves (R-MO), as well as Secretary Buttigieg.
Many Republicans, including Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), have strongly objected to an increase in the gas tax in the
past, so we will be watching to see how they react to any proposals from Democrats to raise the tax. President Biden has not stated whether
he supports an increase in the gas tax, but has described the HTF as being “grossly underfunded.”
Autonomous Vehicles
Although we have seen continued moves in the automotive market toward Autonomous Vehicles (AVs), and many transportation policy
leaders support for AV technology as a potentially revolutionary economic and cultural development, Congress has yet to pass legislation
aimed at AV regulatory policy. The closest they have come to success with AV legislation was two congresses ago when the House of
Representatives approved by voice vote the SELF DRIVE Act, while the Senate Commerce Committee unanimously approved the AV START
Act. With broad bipartisan support there was hope throughout the 116th Congress that there would be final enacted legislation; however,
finding consensus on moving forward has proven difficult. Secretary Buttigieg has spoken favorably about advancing AV technology, and
we anticipate that the Administration and Congress will again seek to enact AV legislation this congress. An AV bill could emerge as a
standalone or as provisions in the automobile safety portion of a Commerce title to a surface transportation bill.
During the Obama Administration the Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) issued the
first-ever federal guidance on AVs in September 2016 (AV Policy) focused on integrating AVs into American roadways. The Trump
Administration followed up with AV Policy 2.0 in 2017, AV Policy 3.0 in 2018, and AV Policy 4.0 in 2020. With federal guidance to date being
entirely voluntary, 32 states have now approved their own AV policies, creating a patchwork of polices nationwide. Last January, NHTSA
issued a rule revising existing federal motor vehicle safety standards (FMVSS) to exempt AVs that do not carry passengers from
crashworthiness standards. The rule further amended certain FMVSS to conform with AV features, such as the lack of a steering wheel or
front row seating without passenger and diver designations. It’s unclear whether the Biden Administration will continue such a regulatory
trend, but as AV technology continues to see more widespread acceptance by consumers, we could well see a greater sense of urgency for
Congress to codify a regulatory structure for AVs in statute.
Municipal Bonds
While Democratic control of the House and Senate makes this highly unlikely, we’ll be watching closely for any proposals to end the taxexempt status of municipal bonds, which finance 75% of the nation’s infrastructure projects, including highways, ports, bridges, airports,
public utilities, and water and sewer facilities.
Supporters of advance refunding (AR) bonds will be looking for opportunities to revive this option, which allows a bond issuance to be paid
off with another lower-interest bond issuance. This practice was terminated by language in the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. In the 116th
Congress, Sens. Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) introduced legislation to reinstate advanced refunding. Similar
legislation was introduced in the House by Reps. Ruppersberger (D-MD) and Stivers (R-OH), who serve as co-chairs of the Congressional
Municipal Finance Caucus. Proponents of AR will be pushing for reintroduction of these bills in the 117th Congress.
There were two other bond measures introduced in the 116th Congress that did not see final passage, but which supporters will be pushing
to see reintroduced in the 117th Congress. The Municipal Bond Market Support Act was introduced by Reps. Sewell (D-AL) and Reed (R-NY)
and would make a permanent modification to the small borrower exception (BQ) raising the maximum from $10 to $30 million and applying
the maximum at the borrower level. The American Infrastructure Bonds Act, was introduced by Sens. Wicker (R-MS) and Bennet (D-CO) and
would have reinstated direct pay municipal bonds, add non-profit eligibility and require a governmental issuer.
Biden Proposal for Public Transit Agencies
Just ahead of his inauguration as the nation’s 46th president, Mr. Biden unveiled a $1.9 trillion “American Rescue Plan” providing
emergency COVID-relief and economic stimulus measures. While much of the proposal is related to health care and vaccinations, there
are proposals directly related to transportation, including $20 billion in relief for the hardest hit public transit agencies.

New bills target federal dollars to U.S. transportation infrastructure improvements
BY KIM RILEY | FEBRUARY 3, 2021
Several congressional lawmakers on Capitol Hill are on board with plans by President Joe Biden to use millions of construction, skilled trades and engineering workers
to rebuild the nation’s deteriorating transportation infrastructure into one that is modern, sustainable and jumpstarts a clean energy economy.

“It’s no secret that our infrastructure is in desperate need of additional investment,” said U.S. Rep. Rodney Davis (R-IL), who recently introduced a bipartisan bill with
U.S. Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) that aims to help cover the upgrade costs for America’s transportation infrastructure, which currently faces a funding gap of more
than $1.1 trillion by 2025.

Their bill, the Building United States Infrastructure and Leveraging Development Act — also known as the BUILD Act, H.R. 451 — would double the national limitation
amount for qualified highway or surface freight transfer facility bonds from $15 billion to $30 billion, according to the text of the bill, which would boost the nation’s
road, rail, bridge, and freight improvements via public-private investment partnerships.

“I look forward to working with lawmakers in Congress to pass the BUILD Act and other critical infrastructure legislation,” Davis said last week when introducing H.R.
451.

Specifically, the BUILD Act authorizes funding through Private Activity Bonds (PABs), which allow state or local governments to issue tax-exempt debt with the
approval of the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) for infrastructure improvements. PAB’s right now are capped at $15 billion, and as of Dec. 1, 2020, no surface
transportation PABs remained available because the entire $15 billion statutory cap had been issued or allocated by DOT, according to Davis’ office.

The most-recent BUILD Act was introduced in February 2019 by U.S. Sens. John Cornyn (R-TX) and Mark Warner (D-VA) in their chamber, and in May 2019 by Reps.
Davis and Blumenauer. That measure would have raised the federal cap on PABs for surface transportation and freight improvement projects by $5.8 billion. Both
measures stalled in committee during the 116th Congress.

“We have to get serious about investing in our future. Our nation’s roads and bridges are crumbling while our global competitors are making significant infrastructure
investments,” said Rep. Blumenauer at the time. “Public-private partnerships are one of a myriad of tools the nation needs to bridge the… infrastructure investment gap.
I am hopeful that this bipartisan legislation will be part of any upcoming effort to rebuild and renew America.”

In fact, newly confirmed DOT Secretary Pete Buttegieg does envision a plan to rebuild and renew America’s infrastructure to meet the nation’s modern transportation
needs.

“We have a real chance to deliver for the American people — to build our economy back, better than ever, and the @USDOT can play a central role in this,” Buttegieg
tweeted last month during his Senate confirmation hearings, adding that he’s excited for “the opportunity before us to build infrastructure and create a transportation
policy that will allow us to tackle the climate crisis.”

Supporters of the newly introduced BUILD Act include the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), the American Council of
Engineering Companies, the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the Association for the Improvement of American Infrastructure (AIAI), the Association of
Equipment Manufacturers (AEM), the International Union of Operating Engineers, Laborers International Union of North America, the National Stone, Sand and Gravel
Association, and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

U.S. Rep. Julia Brownley (D-CA) also last week proposed a package of transportation bills.

“As we deal with the devastating impacts that the coronavirus pandemic has wrought on our nation, we have the unique opportunity to advance transportation initiatives
that can address the climate crisis, improve safety standards, all while creating more high quality, good paying jobs and strengthen our local economies,” said Brownley,
who serves on the U.S. House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.

The Support Local Transportation Act, H.R. 510, which Brownley sponsored on Jan. 28, would ensure that more federal transportation dollars are sent directly back to
local communities and transportation planners by increasing the sub-allocation for local communities under the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program.

Funding Opportunities
SRC Seeks Applications for Improved Passenger Rail Stations Along Gulf Coast High Speed
Rail Corridor (deadline March 5 , 2021)
th

The Southern Rail Commission issued a notice of funding availability and is soliciting applications from Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama
communities along the federally designated Gulf Coast High Speed Rail corridor for restored or improved passenger rail stations and
surrounding areas.
The application deadline is 5:00 p.m. CST Monday, March 5, 2021. The pre-proposal conference call is scheduled for 2:00 p.m. CST Friday,
Feb. 5, 2021. To join the call, dial 425.436.6200. The passcode is 100535.
Communities must identify needs and improvements to rail station areas that will ensure safe access and better connectivity to and from
the station, improve convenience for riders, develop new facilities and leverage the economic opportunity of station redevelopment.
The SRC has access to $724,385 in congressional funding for improvements to the Gulf Coast HSR corridor in Louisiana, Mississippi and
Alabama. The commission is seeking applications from municipalities, metropolitan planning organizations, transit authorities, parishes,
tribes and other governmental entities that intend to improve or construct rail station facilities, and plan for station area development that
supports the passenger rail service.
Eligible projects include station and station area planning, design and construction, and multimodal station connections, including upgrades
for disabled riders.
The stations must be along the federally designated Gulf Coast HSR corridor. A 50% minimum match is required and must be available for
obligation at the time of grant application. An in-kind match will be eligible, but greater consideration will be given to applications with cash
match. No federal funds can be used as matching revenue.

For more information regarding the NOFA and how to apply, click here or visit southernrailcommission.org

Upcoming Webinar Feb. 24 - TIFIA Rural Project Initiative
In 2018 the Build America Bureau at U.S. DOT launched the TIFIA Rural Project Initiative, with the goal of expanding the use of low-cost finance in underresourced
rural communities. The TIFIFA program is U.S. DOT's surface transportation credit program, and provides borrower-friendly terms for projects of regional and
national significance at an interest rate equal to the U.S. Treasury (which is typically lower than private market rates). The Rural Project Initiative provides borrowers
with all the benefits of a traditional TIFIA loan, along with the exclusive ability to access interest rates at 50% of the U.S. Treasury rate and the ability to finance a
larger portion of the project. The first Rural Project Initiatives loans closed in the fall of 2020.
This webinar will provide an overview of the the TIFIA Rural Project Initiative and showcase the first two projects that successfully reached financial close. Both
projects are maintenance and operations facilities for transit providers. The webinar is free and will take place February 24 at 3:30 PM ET. The webinar will be
recorded and made available on our website.
Click here to register!

FY 2021 Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Application Workshop Announced
RTP Application due March 3, 2021
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) will be conducting a virtual application workshop for FY 2021
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) funds due to public safety concerns regarding COVID-19. The workshop will be held on Wednesday,
January 13, 2021, at 9:00 am.
Join from a video system or application
Dial 1772540392@algov.webex.com
You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number.
RTP applications for FY 2021 will be accepted beginning Wednesday, January 13, 2021, through 12:00 Noon on Wednesday, March 3, 2021.
For more information email: latoya.edwards@adeca.alabama.gov

New CDBG GRANT Program
To Address COVID-19 Impacts (currently no deadline)
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) is in the process of developing a special Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) grant program to address COVID-19 impacts.
DETAILS: Currently, no application deadline, grant ceilings or other program details have been finalized.
MORE DETAILS WILL BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE; however, please download the guide below to get started and identify potential
partners as needed.
CLICK HERE to download the Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to Support Infectious Disease Response that will assist applicants to
begin thinking about possible project needs.
Please note that applications to the CDBG program must be in the name of a local government as the applicant/grantee.
Partnerships and agreements with other agencies/entities, etc. can be developed as necessary. CDBG projects must also benefit primarily
low and moderate-income people and this requirement will likely remain for the new funds.
RESOURCES/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
The Department has technical assistance providers that may be available to assist grantees in their implementation of CDBG Funds for
activities to prevent or respond to the spread of infectious disease.
Please contact your local CPD Field Office Director to request technical assistance from HUD staff or a TA provider.
Submit your questions to:
CPDQuestionsAnswered@hud.gov
COVID-19 (“Coronavirus”) Information and Resources: https://www.hud.gov/coronavirus
CPD Program Guidance and Training: https://www.hudexchange.info/program-support/
EDA CARES ACT RECOVERY ASSISTANCE (currently no deadline)
OVERVIEW
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, signed into law by President Donald J. Trump on March 27, 2020, provides
the Economic Development Administration (EDA) with $1.5 billion for economic development assistance programs to help communities
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus.
EDA CARES Act Recovery Assistance, which is being administered under the authority of the bureau’s flexible Economic Adjustment
Assistance (EAA) (PDF) program, provides a wide-range of financial assistance to communities and regions as they respond to and recover
from the impacts of the pandemic.

Opportunity Zones
EDA's Opportunity Zone Web Page
EDA now has an EDA Opportunity Zone Web page for economic development stakeholders and others to use as a resource to further
help foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in economically distressed areas across the United States.
Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging
and Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to
match Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307),
Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This
information has been publicized HERE
To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available visit www.grants.gov.

Just For Fun (THIS IS SATIRE, AND JUST FOR FUN)
You know what South Alabama needs, some good ole fashioned “Cheer Me Ups”. Baseball has already started, and
just when you think the game is sluggish and nothing is moving.. BOOM they have professional mascots raising the
crowds spirits; we need a mascot. This is a tale, of the two mascots.
This is Barrel Bob, mascot of the Snowy River. Everyone loved Barrel Bob. He was free, caring, always
happy.

Then came, the evil Barrel Weavil. Weavil was not a nice mascot, he liked traffic congestion, cars were meant to sit in
traffic and move smoothly. Lots of sights to see, so he would scream “START CRAWLIN”

Barrel Weavil was out to get Barrel Bob, and knock that smile right off of his mascot face. Drivers should not be
happy!!! He told people to slow it down, and to rubber neck at the pretty sights “Get in the left lane and go 50 mph
MOOO WHOOOO HAAA HAAAA!!! “

Weavil knocked Bob down a notch; Bob was smashed, it was tolling. But Bob knew what the people wanted: no
traffic, less time on the road, get home, and get there quick, at all costs.

Bob was replaced with BARREL AL. It was not cheap, the Snowy River DOT had to borrow money for such a stronger
mascot, to defeat the evil Weavil that wanted to spread slowing throughout the land.

In the News
MPO wants Mobile River bridge options considered

The Eastern Shore MPO wants to send a joint letter with Mobile asking Gov. Kay Ivey to look at ways to improve access across
Mobile Bay.
GUY BUSBY
Posted Monday, February 1, 2021 6:45 pm

By Guy Busby

FAIRHOPE – Baldwin and Mobile officials plan to ask Gov. Kay Ivey and the Alabama Department of Transportation to look at options to get the Interstate
10 Mobile River bridge project back on track.
Fairhope City Council President Jack Burrell told Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization members Wednesday, Jan. 27, that he had asked Mobile
Mayor Sandy Stimpson to send a joint letter from the two MPOs asking state officials to resume plans for the project.
Burrell is chairman of the Eastern Shore MPO. Stimpson is chairman of the Mobile MPO. The MPOs oversee funding for regional road projects.
Plans to build the new bridge and expand the Bayway was called off in 2019 when the Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization removed the
project from its Transportation Improvement Plan. The removal made the $2.1-billion project ineligible for federal funding. After the vote, Ivey said the
move by the MPO killed the bridge project.
The proposed toll on the bridge and Bayway was $6 for a one-way trip in a car, according to reports at the time. Members of the MPO said in 2019 that
the toll would hurt the local economy and be too expensive for many residents.

On Wednesday, Burrell told members of the MPO Policy Board that the letter could be a first step to get the project moving again.
“This is just a non-binding letter,” Burrell said. “This is not placing it on the TIP and I do not want to get into the weeds about what we want and don't
necessarily want, but I would like to ask her to ask ALDOT to work with us on solutions and I believe they will be receptive to this and I believe that it will
get the ball rolling again.”
Members of the MPO voted to approve drafting a letter but said any new plan should not include tolls on existing routes across Mobile Bay.
“One of the key components to this letter will be to preserve the existing toll-free routes,” Burrell said. “I think that everybody on this Policy Board would
agree that's a key component and will definitely be stated.”
Baldwin County Commissioner Joe Davis, also an MPO member, said the plan should also include improvements at Baldwin exits, such as I-10 Exit 35.
“Everybody understands the need and I think this letter requesting a discussion, because it's the topic that we've got to get before everyone,” Davis said.
“The options and the details can be worked out. My personal thought is we've got to make sure the Causeway has access in and out and that Exit 35 is
greatly improved. I want the mayor of Mobile to get his bridge, but I want us to make sure that we have connections to Baldwin County because as the
fastest growing county and going to be the fourth-largest in population, this is critical and it won't happen overnight, but it's got to be put forward.”
Davis said residents of other areas that have tolled routes said fees can work if drivers also have free options.
“One hundred percent have said that if all your locals have a free option, tolls can work,” Davis said. “That previous thing we dealt with didn't meet that
criteria and I'm confident that going forward that's what the criteria will focus on and we'll be able to improve traffic between Baldwin and Mobile.”

Highway 31 widening project taking shape in Spanish Fort
VIDEO
by: Blake Brown
Posted: Feb 2, 2021 / 03:40 PM CST / Updated: Feb 2, 2021 / 05:33 PM CST

SPANISH FORT, Ala. (WKRG) — It’s a project years in the making, but Highway 31 in Spanish Fort is starting to take shape in the new year.
“Oh it’s going to be great when we get the project done. I think everybody’s just going to be overwhelmed and relieved and just very happy about the whole thing,”
said Lorrie Chambers, owner of The Little Cake Shop located on Highway 31 just east of Highway 181.
Crews have been working to turn the two-lane highway into a four-lane thoroughfare and now the nearly $19 million project should wrap up this year.
The plan is to have all 4 lanes open to traffic in April, but that doesn’t mean the work is over. The Alabama Department of Transportation crews will lay the final
asphalt once the four lanes are open, alternating lane closures during that time. They’ll also put the permanent stripe down, but those are the very last steps to this
long project.
“I think everything’s going to move so much better,” added Chambers.
Tuesday night and Wednesday night crews will close the entrance to Jimmy Faulkner Drive where it meets Highway 31 and Highway 181. Drivers will detour through
Rockwell School Drive between 7 p.m. and 5 a.m. on those days. Between now and April workers plan to level asphalt, complete the draining project and finish the
curbs and gutters. All timeframes are dependent on weather and any other unforeseen circumstances.

Group ranks Top 25 states supporting electric vehicle adoption
BY LIZ CAREY | FEBRUARY 4, 2021
The nation’s leading independent electric vehicle (EV) advocacy group, Plug In America, has ranked U.S. states for positive support of EVs
through their policies.

The group listed the top 25 states leading the way on EV adoption with supportive policy measures that are currently implemented or
enacted that affect EV drivers before purchasing or during ownership of an EV, policies that support infrastructure build-out for
manufacturing EVs, and EV education and outreach efforts.

“As the EV market is growing from the ‘early adopter’ phase to the ‘mass market’ phase, this is a crucial time to get EV policy right to support
the growing number of EV drivers,” said Plug In America Executive Director Joel Levin. “Policies like the ZEV program have a major positive
effect on EV sales in a given state, while the punitive EV fees that some states have enacted can have a negative impact. This report gives a
snapshot of where states are today in supporting EV drivers.”

The organization said it expects 2021 to be a breakthrough year for EVs. Between new policies and programs at the state and federal level
and new makes and models of EVs hitting car lots this year, the group expects sales to increase.

Ten states – California, Massachusetts, Oregon, New Jersey, Colorado, New York, Vermont, Connecticut, Maine, and Washington – were
the best for supporting EV drivers, the group’s report said.

These states featured incentives to purchase an EV, the most effective means of increasing EV adoption. Additionally, all 10 states have a
zero-emissions vehicle (ZEV) program, which provides greater access to EVs for consumers.

The group said it expects that Nevada, Minnesota, Virginia, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, and Maryland will be in the running to be in the
top 10 states next year, as they are in the process of adopting new policies to support EV drivers.

Drivers dislike diverging diamond but ALDOT says it’s moving traffic and saving lives
by: Peter Albrecht Posted: Feb 2, 2021

DDI has been open at Highway-181 and Interstate-10 for six months
SPANISH FORT, Ala (WKRG) — It’s a $7.3 million dollar “diamond” that highway department officials say is bright and shiny. But a lot of
drivers think it’s a “fugazi.”
Alabama’s first diverging diamond interchange, or DDI, opened in July at Highway-181 and Interstate-10. The design places drivers
temporarily on the left side of the road. It eliminates left hand turns onto the interstate against oncoming traffic and eliminates long backups in turn lanes.
Despite its advantages, ALDOT traffic engineers knew the DDI would take time to get used to.
“We of course expected a little bit of a learning curve,” said ALDOT spokesperson Katelyn Turner.
That is a major understatement.
Frequent drivers in the area didn’t hold back in their disdain for the diamond.
“I think it’s really dangerous,” said Marissa Layva of Pensacola
“I don’t like it. It’s a mess,” added Cindy Murphy of Daphne.
Murphy believes the diamond is confusing and that drivers can end up going onto the interstate when they don’t intend to.
“I actually did that a few weeks ago,” admitted Rick McCann of Daphne. “I went to I-10 and wasn’t supposed to go to I-10, but I was in the
wrong lane.”
According to Turner, 66 accidents happened around this intersection in the last year before the DDI opened. Many of those wrecks were
serious. Turner says the DDI will reduce the number, and severity, of accidents.
“Any accidents that may occur are generally less severe and usually result from a merging motion,” Turner said.
Judy Sullivan of Spanish Fort drives the diamond often and gave it the best review of drivers who spoke to News 5.
“The jury’s still out,” she said.
But Sullivan added she liked the additional lanes added in the project and says ALDOT has made improvements to the DDI since it opened.
“The way they put the paint down to let you know that you’re getting westbound on I-10, I find that very helpful,” she said.
Turner says ALDOT has been listening to drivers to make the DDI as safe and understandable as possible.
“We certainly monitor it, we tweak it and adjust it in places that are necessary,” Turner said. “We take feedback from people who say ‘hey
we could use an additional sign here, or a marking here, or I’m confused here.’ We take this all into consideration.”
Still, most drivers are reluctant to accept the DDI.
“I’m not wild about it,” said Bill Green of Daphne.
Green, however, admits to what might be the strongest reason drivers don’t like the diamond.
“Change is hard to take,” he said.
Turner says she is confident that drivers eventually will accept the diamond. She says study after study shows the pattern moves traffic
more quickly and reduces serious accidents.
And she says, drivers need to get used to the diamond, because more are on the way.
“I do think DDI’s are on the rise,” Turner said. “I think this one can be a blueprint for other DDI’s that may appear across the state.
ALDOT’s next DDI is planned for an exit off Interstate-65 south of Birmingham. Developed in France, the first DDI opened in the U.S. in
Missouri in 2009. By 2015, there were 50 in the U.S. The DDI at I-10 and Highway-181 is America’s 100th.

Buttigieg: Talks ongoing on additional U.S. transportation sector assistance
By David Shepardson February 4, 2021

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - New U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg told Reuters on Thursday there are “very active” conversations
between the White House, Congress and stakeholders about including assistance to the struggling transportation sector, which has sought
more than $130 billion in a COVID-19 relief bill.
FILE PHOTO: Pete Buttigieg, U.S. secretary of transportation nominee for U.S. President Joe Biden, listens during a Senate Commerce,
Science and Transportation Committee confirmation hearing in Washington, DC, U.S., January 21, 2021. Stefani Reynolds/Pool via REUTERS

President Joe Biden’s $1.9 trillion proposal includes only $20 billion for public transit systems.
Airline unions are seeking $15 billion in payroll assistance while bus and ferry companies want $40 billion, state transportation departments
have asked for $18 billion, Amtrak wants $1.5 billion, airports want $17 billion and public transit has asked for $39.3 billion.
“They should be all taken seriously because this is about making sure we get the transportation sector back on its feet,” Buttigieg said in a
phone interview. “Just about everybody needs help getting back to pre-COVID levels.”
Buttigieg referred to Biden’s $20 billion transit proposal as the “initial conversations but those conversations are ongoing because we do
want to make sure we’re supporting a robust return for the sector and supporting workers.”
Democratic leaders in Congress are likely to back $14 billion to extend the airline payroll support program for six months which would keep
nearly 30,000 airline workers after the existing program expires on March 30 as well as additional funding for the sector, congressional
aides and industry officials say.
Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight Attendants-CWA representing workers at 17 airlines, confirmed at a House Transportation
and Infrastructure hearing on Thursday that $14 billion was being discussed for airlines and $1 billion for contractors.
“Congress has to come up with more funds to support these workers,” Nelson said. “It is urgent that we get this done.”
Asked if Biden supports new airline assistance, White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki told reporters on Thursday, “the priorities of the
president are already in the bill,” but added it could change as Congress debates it.
House Transportation Committee Chairman Peter DeFazio referenced Psaki’s comments and said he has been “very vocal” about the need
for new funding for airline workers, transit, private bus companies, contractors and others.
“Congress is an independent entity so we are going to accomplish (Biden’s) goals and some of our own,” DeFazio added.
American Airlines on Wednesday said 13,000 employees are at risk of furlough starting on April 1; United Airlines sent new furlough
warnings to 14,000 employees.
Congress previously approved $40 billion in two rounds of prior payroll support.
Buttigieg said government needs to rebuild the transportation sector post-COVID-19 “with an eye to the future because every form of travel
is evolving and the 2020s specifically I think will be a decade that has some of the swiftest changes and transformations that we’ve seen
really in modern times.”

Transportation Research
FHWA Extends Comment Period on “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” 60 days
BY LIZ CAREY | FEBRUARY 5, 2021
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) announced this week that it will be extending the comment period on revisions to the “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices” (MUTCD) 60 days until May 14, 2021.

FHWA said the extension would allow the public more time to participate in the MUTCD’s first major update in more than a decade.

“This important document will set the tone for the future of our transportation system for the years ahead,” Deputy Federal Highway Administrator Stephanie Pollack
said. “We want to ensure our stakeholders have ample opportunity to address the diverse needs of travelers nationwide.”

The proposed update would advance traffic operations and safety nationwide, the agency said. Extending the public comment period comes after stakeholders said the
additional time would help address the scope and complexity of the proposed amendments.

Originally published in the Federal Register on Dec. 14, 2020, the original comment period was slated to expire on March 15.

FHWA will consider feedback from state and local traffic engineers and other traffic control device stakeholders, as well as the public, in general, as part of the public
comment period process.

Created in 1935, the MUTCD is the federal government’s national standard for all traffic signs, signals, and pavement markings used on all public streets and highways.
The proposed revision offers many proven advancements, the agency said, while remaining flexible to accommodate new technologies and operational strategies.

Tutorials, Updated Datasets Among Upgrades Planned for FHWA Bridge Portal

Eleanor Lamb January 27, 2021
The Federal Highway Administration will introduce tutorial videos, fix bugs and update datasets as part of a series of enhancements to its
web portal that offers a wealth of data on bridges.
Known as InfoBridge, the portal offers a centralized source of performance data to users. Through its mapping tool, people can locate
bridges nationwide and view information such as their length and the year they were built. InfoBridge is a component of FHWA’s LongTerm Bridge Performance Program, a research effort authorized by Congress under the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users.
Jean Nehme, leader of FHWA’s Long-Term Infrastructure Performance team, discussed the enhancements planned for this year during a
session at the Transportation Research Board’s annual meeting Jan. 27.
Nehme explained there are no barriers to participation in InfoBridge; anyone in the world can use the portal.
“It is our hope, as the Federal Highway Administration, that our program will facilitate tools and product development by others, resulting
in multiplying efforts by many folds,” Nehme said.
Additionally, FHWA plans to host a workshop to gather input from bridge experts to assist the agency in assessing the program’s future
data collection approach. Participants likely will include FHWA representatives, academics, state department of transportation officials and
industry members. Nehme noted it has been about a decade since the Long-Term Bridge Performance Program held a workshop for subject
matter experts to discuss its approach to data collection.
“Technology has evolved, additional research has been conducted [and] stakeholders’ needs have changed,” Nehme said. “Our intent is to
host a workshop that will build on previous work that was undertaken by the program over the years and help us assess our current data
collection approach and provide us with feedback that may help us achieve the program goals.”
Data on bridges plays an important role in the bridge inspection process. Glenn Washer, an engineering professor at the University of
Missouri, compared inspection intervals to doctor visits.
“When the bridge is young and in good condition, you don’t go to the doctor very much,” Washer said. “When the bridge gets old, just like
us, it needs to go to the doctor more. So it’s going to have a shorter inspection interval.”
Jose Matos, a professor at the University of Minho in Portugal, said the presence of heavy trucks on bridges is one of the main factors that
affects deterioration, and inspection frequency should be adjusted accordingly for structures that bear freight vehicles.
Washer describe the practice of risk-based inspection, which refers to the analysis process used to determine a suitable inspection interval.
It considers aspects such as the reliability of bridge elements and the consequences of damage. He noted that an unnecessary inspection
presents an unnecessary risk, as it will involve an inspector working on a roadway, which can be unsafe.
“You want to be able to focus your inspection resources, which are a finite size for most bridge owners, on where the needs are greatest,”
Washer said. “If you can focus your inspections where they’re needed the most, then you can improve the quality of inspections.”

U.S. Department of Transportation Releases Draft Strategic Plan on Accessible Transportation
Friday, January 15, 2021
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) this week published a draft of its first Strategic Plan on Accessible
Transportation (Accessibility Strategic Plan), a noteworthy step in making America’s transportation system more accessible for all travelers.
The draft Accessibility Strategic Plan is available for public review and comment, and will be announced this month in the Federal Register.
“This first-of-its-kind Accessibility Strategic Plan creates a unified vision for the Department to achieve access and mobility for all in
transportation,” said Acting U.S. Secretary of Transportation Steven Bradbury.
The draft Accessibility Strategic Plan reflects ongoing and future initiatives across the DOT’s operating administrations to enhance
accessibility and remove barriers in transportation for people with disabilities. It represents a unified vision for progress in accessible
transportation that will guide the DOT’s efforts in Fiscal Years 2021-2025.
DOT also released a Request for Information (RFI) regarding the launch of an Inclusive Design Reference Hub to establish a library of
resources for accessibility in automation, and to work with outside experts to study voluntary best practices for ensuring accessibility in
automated vehicles. Responses to the RFI are requested no later than 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time) on February 19, 2021.

U.S. Department of Transportation Releases “Hyperloop Standards Desk Review”
Friday, January 15, 2021
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) today released the “Hyperloop Standards Desk Review,” sponsored by
the Department’s Non-Traditional and Emerging Transportation Technology (NETT) Council. This document serves to assess the status of
hyperloop standard development; begin a dialogue for future hyperloop standardization efforts; and identify stakeholder perspectives on
the applicability of existing standards to domestic testing and deployment.
In July 2020, the U.S. Department of Transportation released Pathways to the Future of Transportation: A Non-Traditional and Emerging
Transportation Technology (NETT) Council Guidance Document (Pathways to the Future of Transportation) to provide a framework for the
Department’s approach toward non-traditional and emerging technologies, including hyperloop. In response to Pathways to the Future of

Transportation, stakeholders shared that it would be helpful for the Department to consider the applicability of international or private
sector standards to hyperloop systems in the United States.
The “Hyperloop Standards Desk Review” provides a preliminary mapping of existing standards and regulations to specific hyperloop systems
components, but is not intended to be comprehensive, prescriptive, or definitive. To that end, the USDOT will soon publish a Request for
Comment on the “Hyperloop Standards Desk Review,” which will allow the public to comment and provide feedback on the document.
The NETT Council was established in March 2019 as an internal deliberative body to identify and resolve jurisdictional and regulatory gaps
that may impede the deployment of new technologies, such as potential advances in tunneling technology and hyperloop.
More information on the NETT Council’s work can be found at:
https://www.transportation.gov/nettcouncil.

USDOT announces first-ever plan targeting pedestrian injuries, fatalities
BY DOUGLAS CLARK | NOVEMBER 25, 2020
The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) said its recently released Pedestrian Safety Action Plan seeks to address the reduction of
pedestrian injuries and fatalities on America’s roads.

“This unprecedented comprehensive safety effort is focused solely on protecting pedestrians because crossing a street should not be lethal
for thousands of adults and children every year,” Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao said.

Under the guidance of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Administrator Nicole R. Nason and National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) Deputy Administrator James Owens, the plan targets NHTSA’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System findings revealing
17 percent of all traffic fatalities last year involved pedestrians – noting 6,205 pedestrians were killed in traffic crashes, representing 44
percent more than in 2010.

“Reducing pedestrian fatalities is a team effort that requires collaboration between federal, state, and local transportation leaders,” Nason
said. “We need safer roads and this plan provides a road map to get us there.”

The USDOT maintains the Pedestrian Safety Action Plan endeavors to promote expanded use of countermeasures, technology, and datadriven practices to address pedestrian fatalities and injuries.

“At some point in the day, we are all pedestrians – especially right now, when everyone wants to get outside for some fresh air,” NHTSA
Deputy Administrator James Owens said. “Everyone has a role to play in ensuring pedestrian safety, and this Pedestrian Safety Action Plan
will help communities, drivers, and pedestrians take steps to save lives.”

NHTSA Releases Pedestrian Safety Playbook and Active Transportation Data Visualizations
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) released a playbook with social media strategies and resources to
support Pedestrian Safety Month activities. It provides information on vehicle speed enforcement and Walk to School Day activities; distracted drivers
and impaired pedestrians; illegal school bus passing; and conspicuity/Day Light Saving Time, and older pedestrians. NHTSA also developed two
interactive data visualization dashboards displaying pedestrian and bicyclist fatality data between 2010 and 2018. Based on Fatality Analysis Reporting
System data, the dashboard allows users to view key data by State, year, month, time of day, age group, and land type. Click HERE to see the Playbook.

Opportunity Zones
The Department of Transportation has identified transportation assets that fall within Opportunity Zones with the goal of driving
investment of all types to these important areas.
Despite the growing national economy, economically distressed communities are located in every corner of the United States and its
territories. These communities have high levels of poverty, failing schools, job scarcity, and a lack of investment. A new tax incentive—
Opportunity Zones—was created to spur economic development and job creation by encouraging long-term investment in low-income
communities nationwide.
Read about our partner’s roles in Opportunity Zones:
• Housing and Urban Development: Implementation Plan for The White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council
• The IRS: Tax reform creates opportunity zone tax incentive
• Treasury Department Community Development Financial Institutions Fund
The Opportunity Zone designation encourages investment in communities by granting investors extensive Federal tax advantages for
using their capital gains to finance new projects and enterprises. There are more than 8,700 designated Qualified Opportunity Zones

located in all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and five United States territories. Of the Qualified Opportunity Zones 40 percent are in
rural census tracts, 38 percent are in urban tracts, and 22 percent are in suburban tracts.
South Alabama Opportunity Zones

https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/subdoc/906/build-fact-sheet2019.pdf

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected
from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms
related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist
within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
·
Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.
·
None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for
pedestrian.
·
The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word,
phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

