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We hope you’re all keeping your heads above water this week. A new round of TIGER grants has
been announced and the deadline for TAP Grants is quickly approaching (See Funding
Opportunities). There are some planning meetings coming up soon regarding the Crepe Myrtle
Trail (See In the News). We hope you have a safe and dry weekend.
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP
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Mobile MPO Updates
SARPC Transportation Planning Director Guest Lecturer
Kevin was a guest lecturer this morning at the University of South Alabama Engineering
Department. Dr. Samantha Islam invited Kevin to speak on work related to transportation planning
in her transportation class. The Mobile MPO’s travel demand forecast model was discussed as well
as the Destination 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).

Non-Motorized Mobility Study for Downtown Mobile

We recently had a Stakeholder meeting for the Non-Motorized Mobility Study for Downtown
Mobile. Mr. Ernie Boughman with Toole Design Group came down and met at the Downtown
Mobile County
Alliance offices. The stakeholders brainstormed on a variety of topics. There will be a series of
Comprehensive Bicycle and
meetings in the next couple of months concerning this study. We also met with Bert Hoffman with
Pedestrian Plan
the City of Mobile who provided us with what has been done on the Bring Back Broad Street
Initiative. Toole Design Group is going to focus more on Broad Street and other areas of the
Intelligent Transportation
previous scope of work. HERE is the revised Scope of Work.
System Diversion Route Planning
Study
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The Mobile MPO Long Range Transportation Plan, Destination 2040, has been adopted,
subsequent comments from ALDOT, FHWA, and FTA. The DRAFT document that was out for public
review and reviewed with MPO and TCC/CAC members may have some slight modifications in the
FINAL Document. The FINAL will be out in a couple of weeks as we are still receiving comments
from ALDOT.
The plan is multi-modal in scope, encompassing long-range plans for highway, public
transportation, and bicycle/pedestrian networks. Regional growth, economic development, and
accessibility within the study area along with environmental concerns necessitate that the longrange plan addresses not only improved vehicular travel but also improvements to other modes of
transportation such as bicycling and walking. Preservation of the existing transportation system
coupled with enhancement of all modal choices will contribute to the improvement of the overall
quality of life in the region. You can learn more about the plan HERE.

I-10 Mobile River Bridge
ALDOT has released the I-10 Mobile River Bridge Corridor Hearing Report Summary and it is now
available online at www.mobileriverbridge.com. This report summarizes all of the comments that
were received during the Draft Environmental Impact Statement public comment period in the Fall
of 2014. The document suggests most of the support was for the B prime route. Although we are
moving closer and closer to having a bridge, there are still several hurdles to cross, including
funding, but the fast-track design phase on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge project viewed as
'enormous step forward'.
For more information on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge:
ALDOT’S Web Site: http://www.mobileriverbridge.com/
Build The I-10 Bridge Coalition Web Site: http://www.buildthei10bridge.com/

Projects Within Region Let April 24th , 2015
There are no federal projects in our 3 county region to be let this month.
What’s Under Construction?

Legislative Updates
Letter Urges Long-term Highway Bill
Representatives John Delaney (D-MD) and Richard Hanna (R-NY) sent a letter to House Ways and
Means Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI), Ranking Member Sander Levin (D-MI), House Transportation
and Infrastructure (T&I) Chairman Bill Shuster (R-PA), and Ranking Member Peter DeFazio (D-OR).
The letter urged consideration of the Infrastructure 2.0 Act, among other bipartisan proposals for
a long-term funding bill. Representatives Delaney and Hanna reiterated that short-term extensions
of transportation funding hurt the economy by creating funding uncertainty in an industry that
requires long-term planning and financial stability.

GROW AMERICA 2.0
The Administration released an updated version of its reauthorization proposal, the Generating
Renewal, Opportunity, and Work with Accelerated Mobility, Efficiency, and Rebuilding of
Infrastructure and Communities throughout America Act or the GROW AMERICA Act. This bill would
provide $478 billion for a six-year reauthorization (just under $80 billion per year), paid for with
the Administration’s proposal to collect taxes on corporate earnings that are currently parked
overseas. This proposal includes a substantial increase in annual federal spending for
transportation, including a 79 percent increase in transit spending and a 29 percent increase in
spending on highways and roads. The National Association of regional Councils has developed a
summary of the proposal HERE. The text of the full bill is available HERE. The USDOT also released
a series of state-by-state fact sheets about the bill.

Funding Opportunities
New Round of TIGER Announced

Pre-Applications Due: May 4 (required)
Final Applications Due: June 5
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx has announced $500 million in available funding for
transportation projects across the country under a seventh round of the highly successful
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) competitive grant program.
Click HERE for more information. The USDOT will host a TIGER summit at its headquarters on
April 16, and a series of webinars to assist applicants on a number of facets of the process.

FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program –TAP FUNDS
Deadline: May 1, 2015
Only cities and counties can apply for TAP funds, and your jurisdiction will determine your
application for TAP Funds. If you are in the Mobile Urbanized Area, you are eligible for the Urban
Area TAP Funds available through the Mobile MPO at South Alabama Regional Planning
Commission. If you are outside of the Mobile Urbanized Area you will apply to ALDOT for TAP
funds (see below). The applications, guidelines and funding limits between the STATE TAP and
the URBAN TAP are slightly different. Please be aware, and if there are any questions please do
not hesitate to call us. The federal guidance on TAP funds is here:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/guidance/guidetap.cfm

MOBILE URBANIZED TAP FUNDS
The Mobile MPO announces the availability of the FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program
(TAP) funding. The maximum amount that can be applied for with Mobile Urbanized TAP funds
is $200,000 (federal). The TAP provides funding for programs and projects defined as
transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities,
infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced
mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail
program projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for planning, designing, or
constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former Interstate
System routes or other divided highways. The Applications, the Instructions and Guidelines, and
a sample ranking form for the Mobile Urban Area TAP Funds were emailed and mailed out to all
MPO member governments last week. These documents are available on our website as well
HERE.

ALDOT TAP FUNDS
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) announced application availability for the
FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding. The TAP provides funding for
programs and projects defined as transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public
transportation and enhanced mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental
mitigation; recreational trail program projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for
planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way
of former Interstate System routes or other divided highways. ALDOT TAP Funding applications
can only come from ALDOT [HERE].

Incentive Opportunities
As the third round of the Every Day Counts initiative moves into high gear, the Federal Highway
Administration is offering incentives and technical assistance to help the highway community
mainstream innovations.

Fiscal year 2015 assistance is now available from the State Transportation Innovation Council
Incentive program. The program provides resources—technical assistance and funds—to help STICs
make innovations standard practice. States can get up to $100,000 a year for activities such as
implementing system process changes, organizing peer exchanges and developing guidance and
specifications. Contact the state FHWA Division Office or Mary Huie at (202) 366-3039 for
information.
The Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program continues to accept applications
through Grants.gov. Incentive funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects using
innovation on any aspect of highway transportation, including planning, financing, environment,
design, construction, materials, pavements, structures and operations. See the AID Demonstration
Web page or contact Ewa Flom at (202) 366-2169 for details.
Section 1304 of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act allows an increase in the
federal funding share of up to 5 percent on eligible projects that use innovations.

Just For Fun
33 Signs That Were Vandalized With The Most Hilarious Responses Ever
Not that we would ever encourage this sort of behavior, but since it’s Just for Fun…check THESE
out.

In the News
Crepe Myrtle Trail Planning Meetings
You are invited to attend two meetings that are designed to capture input on the Crepe Myrtle
Trail - the route, the loops, the legs, and the look and feel of what our trail system will look like!
- Monday, April 27th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Elks Lodge #108, located at 2671 Dauphin
Island Parkway, Mobile, AL
https://www.facebook.com/events/895079870553140/

- Thursday, April 30th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Temple in downtown, located at 351 Saint
Francis Street, Mobile, AL
https://www.facebook.com/events/359435320920131/
The Delta Bike Project's executive director, Jeff DeQuattro is leading a group of key partners and
engaged citizens through a process that will lead to the creation of the Crepe Myrtle Trial, which
will be a waterfront trail along Mobile Bay from Three Mile Creek to Dog River and possibly
beyond. The trail will connect downtown Mobile with neighborhoods, business centers, parks,
schools and the natural beauty of Mobile Bay.
This effort is part of a much larger project being led by the Mobile Greenway Initiative, which is a
collection of citizens from Mobile’s public, private and non-profit community, working together to
create a safer, healthier and more livable community. The overarching goal is to establish the
Mobile Greenway and Blueway trail system – a system of interconnected bike, walking and canoe
and kayak paths that connect neighborhoods and communities to Mobile’s parks and natural
beauty.
Please plan to attend! Your thoughts and buy in on this project is critical to its success.
Please note that this is different from the Map for Mobile comprehensive plan. This is a citizen led
process that will help to inform the city. The goal here is to say "Hey City of Mobile! We got
together as citizens and came up with some amazing ideas for the Crepe Myrtle Trail and we want
you to consider them in your planning process!"

ALDOT to analyze feasibility of tolling I-10 Bridge
By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com

State transportation officials are moving ahead with studying whether a toll system is feasible for
the proposed $850 million Interstate 10 Mobile River Bridge.
The Alabama Department of Transportation has contracted with Illinois-based CDM Smith Inc. to
look at various tolling scenarios to help state officials determine whether the pay-to-use system is
feasible.
Taxpayers are paying for it. The contract for the CDM Smith contract is $260,000. The analysis is
expected to be completed by summer.
Kathryn Hamlett, spokeswoman with ALDOT's Southeast Region, said the state's hope for the study
is to determine "how much revenue a tolling system will generate."
CDM Smith has contacted the Baldwin County Highway Department, the Mobile Metropolitan
Planning Organization and the Eastern Shore MPO, to request permission to use information from
each group's travel demand models.
The Baldwin County Commission, during a work session Tuesday in Fairhope, expressed interest in
allowing the company to utilize the county's details.
Commissioner Frank Burt Jr., however, had some hesitations.
"The taxpayers of Baldwin County pays for this study and it really belong s to them," Burt said. "if
we go and give it to some company so they can make more profit doesn't seem appropriate to
me."
Burt said if the study "saves taxpayers money in the long run" he would support it.
ALDOT's examination of a toll system comes as state and federal officials and "Build the Bridge"
supporters look for ways to get the massive bridge project financed.
The overall project also includes an expansion of the I-10 Bayway from four to eight lanes and
reconfiguration of the U.S. Route 98 interchange in Baldwin County.
U.S. Rep. Bradley Byrne, R-Fairhope, has been skeptical about using tolls on the I-10 bridge,
although a spokesman said Tuesday that the congressman is open to the state studying their
feasibility.

Mayors and other officials in the region have also expressed an openness toward tolls.
Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley has expressed interest in seeing if a toll system can help pay for the
project.
Congressman Byrne has said repeatedly that he does not support tolling the I-10 Bridge, and he
has expressed concerns over whether tolling would even be feasible," Byrne spokesman Seth
Morrow said. "That said, the Congressman understands that the decision ultimately rests with
Governor Bentley, and he has no objection to the state doing appropriate research."
The toll issue comes at a time when state officials, with the Federal Highway Administration's
approval, is moving ahead with some of the bridge's design.
The FHWA announced in February that it supports the B-Prime route for the bridge that all but
confirmed a new structure is needed to alleviate traffic congestion from I-10.
The B-Prime route, which was overwhelmingly supported during last year's public hearings on the
bridge project, starts near the Virginia Street exit southwest of downtown Mobile. It removes the

Texas Street interchange and traverses over the Mobile River above the Austal USA facility before
connecting with an expanded, eight-land Bayway.
About a dozen businesses will be directly affected by the route, including Austal. According to
the Federal Highway Administration's environmental impact analysis on the bridge project, Austal
could lose most of its employee parking lot. The study also indicates that the company could have
a new $15 million parking structure built nearby.

MOBILE TO HOST USA CYCLING CRITERIUM AND CENTURY RIDE
MOBILE, Ala. – The Mobile Sports Authority, along with the City and County of Mobile, USA
Cycling, Team Share the Road, the Mobile Bay CVB, and Little Red Hen Productions, is pleased to
announce the 2015 Mobile Sports Authority (MSA) Tour de Bay coming to downtown Mobile,
Alabama, May 2-3, 2015. The two-day, first-time event will feature a criterium championship along
with a 62-mile Century Ride.
“We are very excited to be hosting the first MSA Tour de Bay in Mobile,” said Danny Corte,
Executive Director of the Mobile Sports Authority. “The sport of cycling has been growing at a
healthy pace in the Mobile area and we hope that by starting our own criterium and fun ride, this
event will help to grow the sport even more in our area.”
Saturday’s main event will serve as the 2015 USA Cycling Alabama State Criterium Championships.
The criterium, a short course road race, will feature a 6/10 mile track running through the
entertainment district of downtown Mobile. Races kick off at 8 a.m. with the races being staged
out of Bienville Square.
“This will be a unique event that showcases Mobile and the entertainment possibilities in the
area,” said Stuart Lamp, Southeast Business Development Manager for USA Cycling. “USA Cycling is
excited to assist in this effort and help showcase Mobile as a destination for individuals who race
and ride bicycles.”
Cycling continues Sunday with a Century Ride through Mobile County. Through the joint effort with
Team Share the Road, the family-friendly bike ride will begin and end at Bienville Square and will
feature three distance options: 8 miles, 22 miles, or 62 miles.
Team Share the Road Vice President Deena Tyler added, “Team Share the Road is proud to be a
sponsor of this event and is excited to highlight what the Mobile area offers to the sport of
cycling. We look forward to hosting all of the pro and amateur cyclists coming to the Port City.”
Registration for both Saturday and Sunday events can be found at:
www.usacycling.org/register/2015-541
Links available for the map of each course:
Criterium – http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/607550742
Century Ride - http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/587682516

6th Annual Good Life Ride and Hangout May 9th
Join IMAthlete for a fun bicycle ride through Baldwin County and party at The Hangout! Four
routes are available: 62, 40, 20 and 8 miles. To best enjoy the ride, you should be able to maintain
a minimum pace of 10mph.
The signature 40-mile route is mostly rural and flat through Fairhope, Magnolia Springs, Foley,
Orange Beach and Gulf Shores. The 20-mile route starts in Magnolia Springs while the 8-mile route
starts at the Orange Beach Sportsplex and winds through the scenic Hugh S. Branyon Backcounty
Trail. NEW THIS YEAR! They've added a metric century (62 miles) starting from Pro Cycle & Tri in
Fairhope as part of their weekly shop ride. The metric century route is for experienced riders able
to maintain a 17mph pace.
Children under 18 MUST be accompanied by an adult. All children under the age of 12 are free.
Deadline for online registration is May 7th. Day-of registration will be available but t-shirts are not
guaranteed. (See below for day-of registration times and locations.)
This is a ONE WAY ride. You will have to make arrangements for your transportation back. Most
riders have friends or family meet them at The Hangout with a car.
For more information click HERE.

Transportation Research
Policy Guidance on FTA’s Capital Investment Grant Program
FTA invites public comment on interim policy guidance for the Capital Investment Grant (CIG)
program. This guidance provides a deeper level of detail on CIG’s methods for applying rating
criteria; evaluating New Start, Small Start, and Core Capacity Improvement projects; and
proceeding through the process required by law. Comment period closes May 8 th .

Protecting Pedestrians and Bicyclists, One Safer Truck at a Time

April 23, 12:00 – 12:30 PM ET
In this brief talk, Dr. Alex Epstein of the Volpe Transportation Center will highlight crash avoidance

and mitigation technologies related to the trucking-pedestrian interface, particularly side underride
guards. Volpe is helping partner cities deploy these technologies to address pedestrian and bicycle
safety as the presence of freight grows on urban roadways. Click HERE for more information.

Highway Drama: The Federal Trust Fund and Evaluating Alternatives

April 21, 2:00 – 3:00 PM ET
April 23, 2:00 – 3:00 PM ET
Regional Economic Models, Inc. (REMI) is hosting this webinar to discuss potential economic and
fiscal impacts of long-term financial solutions to the federal Highway Trust Fund, and will offer
ways to analyze the economic effects of transportation spending to prioritize solutions. Click HERE
for more information.

Free Webinar on Agency Leadership and Pedestrian Safety
CHAPEL HILL, NC — The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Pedestrian and Bicycle
Information Center (PBIC) announce a free webinar about shifting agency culture to prioritize
pedestrian safety:
Agency Leadership and Pedestrian Safety
Tuesday, May 5
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Eastern Time
To register, click HERE.
The session will focus on how state, local, and regional agencies have raised the profile of
pedestrian safety issues and launched programs to prioritize pedestrian safety as a focus area and
influence cultural changes within their agencies and departments. Panelists representing a variety
of agencies will describe how pedestrian safety became a priority, the ways in which their
departments have begun to shift attention to this issue, and how other agencies can follow a
similar path to prioritize pedestrian safety issues.
The webinar will focus on what agencies have done to shift priorities and influence agency-wide
culture, including information about programs and policies that have resulted from this culture
change. Panelists will include Billy Hattaway (Florida Department of Transportation), Kevin Kokes
(North Central Texas Council of Governments) and Chava Kronenberg (San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Agency).
All of the panelists will then participate in a closing discussion.

