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Toole Design Group has finished a Baseline Review for the Downtown Mobile Study, please see
Mobile MPO Updates. A new round of TIGER grants has been announced and the deadline for TAP
Grants is quickly approaching (See Funding Opportunities). There are some planning meetings
coming up next week regarding the Crepe Myrtle Trail (See In the News). What happened 25
years ago today? Find out in this week’s Just For Fun. Only a couple of days remain (until April 29)
to submit online suggestions for the city's long-range, comprehensive plan. Click here to do so.
Have a good weekend!
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP
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Mobile MPO Updates
Non-Motorized Mobility Study for Downtown Mobile
Toole Design Group has completed the draft Baseline Review for the Downtown Study. Many of
you have a stake in Downtown Mobile, so take a look at it and tell us what you think. There will be
a series of public meetings and charrettes the week of May 11-14, with the final charrette at the
Temple on Thursday May 14 th . From what I have seen from the Baseline Review HERE, we are
going to have a pretty good product from Toole.

DESTINATION 2040
The Mobile MPO Long Range Transportation Plan, Destination 2040, has been adopted,
subsequent comments from ALDOT, FHWA, and FTA. The DRAFT document that was out for public
review and reviewed with MPO and TCC/CAC members may have some slight modifications in the
FINAL Document. The FINAL will be out in a couple of weeks as we are still receiving comments
from ALDOT.
The plan is multi-modal in scope, encompassing long-range plans for highway, public
transportation, and bicycle/pedestrian networks. Regional growth, economic development, and
accessibility within the study area along with environmental concerns necessitate that the longrange plan addresses not only improved vehicular travel but also improvements to other modes of
transportation such as bicycling and walking. Preservation of the existing transportation system
coupled with enhancement of all modal choices will contribute to the improvement of the overall
quality of life in the region. You can learn more about the plan HERE.

I-10 Mobile River Bridge

ALDOT has released the I-10 Mobile River Bridge Corridor Hearing Report Summary and it is now
available
online at www.mobileriverbridge.com. This report summarizes all of the comments that
Tom Piper
Senior Transportation Planner were received during the Draft Environmental Impact Statement public comment period in the Fall

tpiper@sarpc.org
Monica Williamson
Transportation Planner
mwilliamson@sarpc.org
Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org
South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

of 2014. The document suggests most of the support was for the B prime route. Although we are
moving closer and closer to having a bridge, there are still several hurdles to cross, including
funding, but the fast-track design phase on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge project viewed as
'enormous step forward'.
For more information on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge:
ALDOT’S Web Site: http://www.mobileriverbridge.com/
Build The I-10 Bridge Coalition Web Site: http://www.buildthei10bridge.com/

Projects Within Region Let April 24th , 2015
There are no federal projects in our 3 county region to be let this month.
What’s Under Construction?

Legislative Updates
Wait and See on MAP-21
Congress needs to act before May 31st to keep the nation’s transportation program functioning.
One idea gaining traction is to punt the program until the end of July, so that Congress won’t have
to identify new funding. Funding for the program is expected to last until sometime in August,
giving Congress an extra couple of months to finalize an authorization package. The timing
produces an extra level of pressure, as Congress breaks for five weeks of recess in early August.
The downside, of course, is that this new deadline is right in the middle of summer construction
season, creating a high level of discomfort for transportation planners and project sponsors.
The idea of using repatriation – taxing the estimated $2 trillion in corporate earnings currently
parked overseas – is another hot topic of conversation related to reauthorization. The
Administration has a proposal, and bills have been introduced in both the House and Senate.
Leaders of the House Ways and Means Committee and Senate Finance Committee, however, have
balked at the idea of using repatriation solely for transportation. The significant windfall that
repatriation could bring is viewed by some as the best source of revenue to produce once-in-ageneration broad-based tax reform. But tying the fortunes of the transportation program to
something as monumental as tax reform is likely to keep advocates up at night.

Bipartisan Bill to Increase and Index Federal Gas Tax
The Bridge to Sustainable Infrastructure Act (H.R. 1846), introduced by Rep. Jim Renacci (R-OH)
and supported by a bipartisan group of seventeen co-sponsors, would index the federal gas tax for
inflation in 2016 and again three years later as a short-term solution for fixing the Highway Trust
Fund. Sponsors claim that the gas tax increase and indexing would generate enough revenue to
cover two years’ worth of transportation projects, giving Congress time to debate a more
sustainable long-term solution to funding federal transportation projects.

GROW AMERICA 2.0
The Administration released an updated version of its reauthorization proposal, the Generating
Renewal, Opportunity, and Work with Accelerated Mobility, Efficiency, and Rebuilding of
Infrastructure and Communities throughout America Act or the GROW AMERICA Act. This bill would
provide $478 billion for a six-year reauthorization (just under $80 billion per year), paid for with
the Administration’s proposal to collect taxes on corporate earnings that are currently parked
overseas. This proposal includes a substantial increase in annual federal spending for
transportation, including a 79 percent increase in transit spending and a 29 percent increase in
spending on highways and roads. The National Association of regional Councils has developed a
summary of the proposal HERE. The text of the full bill is available HERE. The USDOT also released
a series of state-by-state fact sheets about the bill.

Funding Opportunities

Gateway Grant Applications
The Alabama Power Foundation is accepting Gateway Grant Applications through June 26,
2015. Cities, towns and communities of all sizes can apply for up to $2,000 toward the purchase
of community signage. Access the online application HERE. Suitable locations must be highly
visible and a logical entry to the community. The funding must be used for signage only and
cannot be used for landscape materials or design services. If the cost of the project exceeds
$2,000, you will be asked to provide sources of other funding to ensure the project is a success.
Photos of the site and a drawing or representation of the proposed sign are also required.
Applicants may also apply to have a sign refurbished.

New Round of TIGER Announced

Pre-Applications Due: May 4 (required)
Final Applications Due: June 5
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx has announced $500 million in available funding for
transportation projects across the country under a seventh round of the highly successful
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) competitive grant program.
Click HERE for more information. The USDOT will host a TIGER summit at its headquarters on
April 16, and a series of webinars to assist applicants on a number of facets of the process.

FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program –TAP FUNDS
Deadline: May 1, 2015
Only cities and counties can apply for TAP funds, and your jurisdiction will determine your
application for TAP Funds. If you are in the Mobile Urbanized Area, you are eligible for the Urban
Area TAP Funds available through the Mobile MPO at South Alabama Regional Planning
Commission. If you are outside of the Mobile Urbanized Area you will apply to ALDOT for TAP
funds (see below). The applications, guidelines and funding limits between the STATE TAP and
the URBAN TAP are slightly different. Please be aware, and if there are any questions please do
not hesitate to call us. The federal guidance on TAP funds is here:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/guidance/guidetap.cfm

MOBILE URBANIZED TAP FUNDS
The Mobile MPO announces the availability of the FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program
(TAP) funding. The maximum amount that can be applied for with Mobile Urbanized TAP funds
is $200,000 (federal). The TAP provides funding for programs and projects defined as
transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities,
infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced
mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail
program projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for planning, designing, or
constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former Interstate
System routes or other divided highways. The Applications, the Instructions and Guidelines, and
a sample ranking form for the Mobile Urban Area TAP Funds were emailed and mailed out to all
MPO member governments last week. These documents are available on our website as well
HERE.

ALDOT TAP FUNDS
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) announced application availability for the
FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding. The TAP provides funding for
programs and projects defined as transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public
transportation and enhanced mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental
mitigation; recreational trail program projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for
planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way
of former Interstate System routes or other divided highways. ALDOT TAP Funding applications
can only come from ALDOT [HERE].

Incentive Opportunities
As the third round of the Every Day Counts initiative moves into high gear, the Federal Highway
Administration is offering incentives and technical assistance to help the highway community

mainstream innovations.
Fiscal year 2015 assistance is now available from the State Transportation Innovation Council
Incentive program. The program provides resources—technical assistance and funds—to help STICs
make innovations standard practice. States can get up to $100,000 a year for activities such as
implementing system process changes, organizing peer exchanges and developing guidance and
specifications. Contact the state FHWA Division Office or Mary Huie at (202) 366-3039 for
information.
The Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program continues to accept applications
through Grants.gov. Incentive funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects using
innovation on any aspect of highway transportation, including planning, financing, environment,
design, construction, materials, pavements, structures and operations. See the AID Demonstration
Web page or contact Ewa Flom at (202) 366-2169 for details.
Section 1304 of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act allows an increase in the
federal funding share of up to 5 percent on eligible projects that use innovations.

Just For Fun
Spacy Happy Face…
And no we don’t mean a someone at a Widespread Panic Concert at the beach. This image was
taken from the Hubble Telescope that was launched 25 years ago today, April 24 th , 1990. There
are some amazing beautiful photographs that are not of this world…literally. HERE

One can only imagine the transportation infrastructure it took to launch a space shuttle. From the
weight of the shuttle, to transporting it, not to mention the technology advances it took to get us
to where we are today. The Hubble was launched from the space shuttle Discovery in 1990, but
there were several missions to service it. In 2009, the doors were stuck! They had to spacewalk
(pedestrian mode of space travel) to the Hubble, and they eventually freed the doors. They
celebrated by eating soft tacos in space, have you ever seen someone eat a soft taco and drink
water in space?

In the News
State, Gulf Shores officials welcome completion of Little Lagoon bridge
By Marc D. Anderson | manderson@al.com

Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on April 20, 2015 at 12:49 PM, updated April 20, 2015 at 2:21 PM

Despite heavy rain clouds looming overhead, state and local officials gathered on the new threespan Lee Callaway Bridge in Gulf Shores for a dedication ceremony Monday morning.
"In the last 16 months, this area has gone through a transformation," Gulf Shores Public Works
Director Mark Acreman told the small group gathered for the ceremonial ribbon-cutting on the
span over Little Lagoon Pass. "The old bridge, the old seawalls have been coming out and the new
bridge and new seawalls were put into place. Y'all recall what the old bridge looked like. It was
great bridge, it served it's function for many years. Today, we've got a work of art in its place."
The $12.1 million Alabama Department of Transportation project, headed up by Opelika-based
Scott Bridge Company, replaced the 47-year-old bridge on Ala. 182/West Beach Boulevard with
one that is wider and slightly higher and roughly doubled the width of the non-navigable pass to
80 feet.
The wider bridge design provides more shoulder room for pedestrians and bicyclists. The two-lane
span also features beach motifs from wavy railings to the outer concrete that has impressions of
dolphins and shells. Continue HERE.

Crepe Myrtle Trail Planning Meetings
You are invited to attend two meetings that are designed to capture input on the Crepe Myrtle
Trail - the route, the loops, the legs, and the look and feel of what our trail system will look like!
- Monday, April 27th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Elks Lodge #108, located at 2671 Dauphin
Island Parkway, Mobile, AL
https://www.facebook.com/events/895079870553140/
- Thursday, April 30th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Temple in downtown, located at 351 Saint
Francis Street, Mobile, AL
https://www.facebook.com/events/359435320920131/
The Delta Bike Project's executive director, Jeff DeQuattro is leading a group of key partners and

engaged citizens through a process that will lead to the creation of the Crepe Myrtle Trial, which
will be a waterfront trail along Mobile Bay from Three Mile Creek to Dog River and possibly
beyond. The trail will connect downtown Mobile with neighborhoods, business centers, parks,
schools and the natural beauty of Mobile Bay.
This effort is part of a much larger project being led by the Mobile Greenway Initiative, which is a
collection of citizens from Mobile’s public, private and non-profit community, working together to
create a safer, healthier and more livable community. The overarching goal is to establish the
Mobile Greenway and Blueway trail system – a system of interconnected bike, walking and canoe
and kayak paths that connect neighborhoods and communities to Mobile’s parks and natural
beauty.
Please plan to attend! Your thoughts and buy in on this project is critical to its success.
Please note that this is different from the Map for Mobile comprehensive plan. This is a citizen led
process that will help to inform the city. The goal here is to say "Hey City of Mobile! We got
together as citizens and came up with some amazing ideas for the Crepe Myrtle Trail and we want
you to consider them in your planning process!"

Handbills, sidewalk improvements top Mobile City Council's Tuesday business
By Kelli Dugan | kdugan@al.com

Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on April 21, 2015 at 8:58 AM, updated April 21, 2015 at 4:29 PM

Expect continued discussion of a proposed handbill ordinance when the Mobile City Council
convenes Tuesday as well as consideration of two sidewalk projects totaling more than $760,000.
The handbill ordinance seeks to regulate distribution of unsolicited printed materials and has been
debated for several months. It was not immediately clear if any action on the proposal can be
expected Tuesday.
The first sidewalk project includes $148,000 in grant funding from the South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission's Transportation Alternatives Program for improvements along Dauphin Island
Parkway between Levene and Cedar Park roads. It also includes a local match of $37,000.
The second sidewalk project includes nearly $480,000 in Alabama Department of Transportation
TAP funds for improvements along McGregor Avenue between Old Shell Road and Dauphin Street.
It also includes nearly $96,000 provided by the Village of Springhill.
Follow along with periodic live updates from both the council's pre-conference work session and
regular meeting beginning at 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. respectively. Continue HERE

Bill to require motorcycle license test moves closer to becoming law
By Mike Cason | mcason@al.com

Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on April 23, 2015 at 10:38 AM, updated April 23, 2015 at 10:49 AM

A bill to require a knowledge test to operate a motorcycle in Alabama moved a step closer to
becoming law this morning. The Senate Transportation and Energy Committee approved the bill by
Rep. Phillip Pettus, R-Killen. It has already passed the House. Alabama law does not require any
test to operate a motorcycle for those who already have a regular driver's license. The requirement
was left out when the Legislature rewrote the driver's license law in 1995.
The Department of Public Safety required a knowledge test for years for an M designation on a
driver's license and charged $5. But a lawsuit brought to light that there was no requirement in the
law. Pettus said every other state requires a test and most require a skills test.

"Hopefully it will make people safer on the highway driving motorcycles," said Pettus, a retired
state trooper who was commander of the driver's license operations for 14 north Alabama
counties.
Pettus's bill has a grandfather clause that will exempt those who already have an M endorsement
on their driver's license. It also allows people to take an approved safety course as an alternative
to the knowledge test.
While Alabama does not require an M designation on a driver's license to operate a motorcycle,
Pettus said those without one are subject to being written tickets when they cross state lines.

6th Annual Good Life Ride and Hangout May 9th
Join IMAthlete for a fun bicycle ride through Baldwin County and party at The Hangout! Four
routes are available: 62, 40, 20 and 8 miles. To best enjoy the ride, you should be able to maintain
a minimum pace of 10mph.
The signature 40-mile route is mostly rural and flat through Fairhope, Magnolia Springs, Foley,
Orange Beach and Gulf Shores. The 20-mile route starts in Magnolia Springs while the 8-mile route
starts at the Orange Beach Sportsplex and winds through the scenic Hugh S. Branyon Backcounty
Trail. NEW THIS YEAR! They've added a metric century (62 miles) starting from Pro Cycle & Tri in
Fairhope as part of their weekly shop ride. The metric century route is for experienced riders able
to maintain a 17mph pace.
Children under 18 MUST be accompanied by an adult. All children under the age of 12 are free.
Deadline for online registration is May 7th. Day-of registration will be available but t-shirts are not
guaranteed. (See below for day-of registration times and locations.)
This is a ONE WAY ride. You will have to make arrangements for your transportation back. Most
riders have friends or family meet them at The Hangout with a car.
For more information click HERE.

Transportation Research
Policy Guidance on FTA’s Capital Investment Grant Program
FTA invites public comment on interim policy guidance for the Capital Investment Grant (CIG)
program. This guidance provides a deeper level of detail on CIG’s methods for applying rating
criteria; evaluating New Start, Small Start, and Core Capacity Improvement projects; and
proceeding through the process required by law. Comment period closes May 8 th .
A Sneak Peek ...
at a few of the technical sessions on the program at the ITE 2015 International Annual Meeting &
Exhibit. For more session descriptions, an agenda, information on guest and technical tours, visit
the meeting website.

Designing Urban Streets Workshop
When: Tuesday, April 28, 2015  
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Central Time
Location: Memphis, Tennessee
Le Bonheur Children's Hospital
50 N. Dunlap Street, 1st Floor "Teleconference" Room
Memphis, TN 38103
Course Credit: 6 PDH / 6 CM
This course is eligible for the following certification renewals: PTOE, PTP, AICP

The design charrette format will incorporate classroom and field activities; and provide a forum for
dialogue and engagement between engineers, planners and other stakeholders. The non-refundable
registration includes a copy of the Urban Street Design Guide.
Background:
The Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) in conjunction with National Association of City Transportation
Officials (NACTO),and with support from the US-DOT Federal Highway Administration will host a workshop
based on the NACTO Urban Street Design Guide. Participants will analyze a corridor and a critical intersection
in Memphis, TN evaluating its potential as a multi-modal street and applying interim design strategies,
intersection design strategies and street typologies, as well as other topics addressed in the Guide.
Learning Objective(s):
1) Apply principles of the Urban Street Design Guide
2) Identify workable design solutions to enhance multi-modal safety and create a vibrant public realm.
Instructor(s):
Matthew Roe, Designing Cities Initiative Director, NACTO, New York, NY
Michael Flynn, AICP LEED AP, Director, Active Transportation, Sam Schwartz Engineering, New York, NY,
USA
Kyle Wagenschutz, Bicycle & Pedestrian, Program Manager, City of Memphis, TN, USA
Fee: $250 Per Person Non-Refundable.
The registration includes a copy of the the Urban Street Design Guide, beverage breaks and lunch

Free Webinar on Agency Leadership and Pedestrian Safety
CHAPEL HILL, NC — The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Pedestrian and Bicycle
Information Center (PBIC) announce a free webinar about shifting agency culture to prioritize
pedestrian safety:
Agency Leadership and Pedestrian Safety
Tuesday, May 5
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Eastern Time
To register, click HERE.
The session will focus on how state, local, and regional agencies have raised the profile of
pedestrian safety issues and launched programs to prioritize pedestrian safety as a focus area and
influence cultural changes within their agencies and departments. Panelists representing a variety
of agencies will describe how pedestrian safety became a priority, the ways in which their
departments have begun to shift attention to this issue, and how other agencies can follow a
similar path to prioritize pedestrian safety issues.
The webinar will focus on what agencies have done to shift priorities and influence agency-wide
culture, including information about programs and policies that have resulted from this culture
change. Panelists will include Billy Hattaway (Florida Department of Transportation), Kevin Kokes
(North Central Texas Council of Governments) and Chava Kronenberg (San Francisco Municipal
Transportation Agency).
All of the panelists will then participate in a closing discussion.

