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Transportation Friday
An electronic newsletter concerning regional transportation issues

Volume 15, Number 6

Friday, August 14th , 2015
In This Issue
· MOBILE MPO UPDATES
· PROJECTS LET JULY 31 st,
2015
·

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

There is a Mobile MPO Policy Committee meeting scheduled for August 19 th at 10::00 and the BPAC will meet at
noon. Toole Design Group will be at both meetings to present the findings of the Downtown Mobility Study. The
FY 2016 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and the 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
are out for public review for adoption at the MPO Meeting, please see Mobile MPO Updates.
Secretary Foxx will be here next week, there is passenger rail momentum and Mobile Greenways Initiative
momentum; please see In The News. There is a lot of un-awarded FY 2015/FY 2016 FTA 5310 CAPITAL ONLY
funding available, please see Funding Opportunities. Just For Fun this week is unreal… or is it?
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Have great weekend.
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Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP
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JOINT MOBILE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO)/ TECHNICAL COORDINATING AND CITIZENS
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
The Mobile MPO will meet on Wednesday, August 19, 2015 at 10:00 AM at the GM&O Building in the Board
Room at 110 Beauregard Street. The purpose of the meeting is to adopt the Draft FY2016 Unified Planning Work
Program (UPWP), and the Draft 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). There will also be a
discussion of American Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plans.

Contact Us

Copies of the proposed fiscal year 2016 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), which details the federally
funded transportation planning activities to be undertaken in the Mobile urban area in FY 2016 by the Alabama
DOT, the Wave Transit System, and the South Alabama Regional Planning Commission, and the proposed 20162019 Transportation Improvement Program will be available for public review and comment between Tuesday,
August 4, and Tuesday August 18, 2015 at 43 locations around the study area.

http://www.mobilempo.org
transportation@sarpc.org

Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) Meeting
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There will be a Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee meeting at the GM&O Building in the board room on
Wednesday, August 19, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. This will be a bring your own, brown bag lunch meeting. It is open to
the public. The draft agenda includes a discussion about Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Grants,
Downtown Mobile Non-Motorized Mobility Study Presentation, review of road projects for bicycle and pedestrian
facilities, and a review of recent crash data involving cyclists and pedestrians. If you have anything you would like
to be included on the agenda please let us know ASAP.

FTA 5310 ( Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities) Awards
This week the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 5310
Project Selection Committee met and awarded the following:
Agency
Federal Amount
Mobile ARC
$189,758
Independent Living Center $22,470
Mobile Bay Transportation
$9,982

Capital/Operating
Operating
Operating
Capital

110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

Goodwill Easter Seals

$43,200

Capital

These projects will be brought before the MPO for approval in a document called the “Program of Projects” at the
August 19 th MPO meeting.
NOTE: The Mobile MPO had $823,000 FTA 5310 funding for FY 2015 and FY 2016. The majority of that HAS to be
used for traditional 5310 activities (capital for vans) and 10 % for administration. We have a lot left over (almost
$500,000) that can only be spent on capital, please see Funding Opportunities below. If your agency is within the
Mobile MPO, and you need a van for the elderly or disabled, now is your chance.

ADA Transition Plans
Each City in the Mobile MPO Study Area and Mobile County now has an appointed ADA Coordinator, thank you
for your cooperation. The FHWA has required that every city and county in the state have an ADA Transition Plan,
and Urban Areas will have a one year deadline. The ADA Coordinators create a 9 member ADA Subcommittee.
The first task is to select a consultant through the ALDOT Alternative Consultant Selection Procedures, and we will
meet next week to pick that consultant. Please call Kevin Harrison if there are any questions.
(for areas outside the boundaries of an MPO, ALDOT is working on a time line for you, and you will not follow the
same timeline as the Urban areas)

MPO Policy Board
Two weeks ago, MPO Board members and TCC/CAC committee members were mailed both the FY 2016 Unified
Planning Work Program (UPWP) and the 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). They are also
out for public review at 43 locations around the County. The UPWP funding tables have been discussed at length
with MPO and TCC/CAC, and the TIP is the schedule of federal funds for the next four years. Please review these
documents as they are on the agenda for adoption at the August 19 th MPO Meeting. Also on the agenda will be
the Program of Projects for the FTA 5310 awards listed above, and a resolution supporting passenger rail.

FY 2015 Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Grants Awarded
The TAP Project Selection Committee met and three applications were recommended to be funded.
Mobile County - Sidewalks on Old Pascagoula Rd. from Horseshoe Lane to Theodore Dawes,
sidewalks on Howell's Ferry Rd. from Allentown Elementary to Snow Rd.
City of Semmes - Sidewalks along US 98 from Illinois St. to Firetower Rd., Along Illinois St. from
US 98 to Public Works Facility, along Church St. from Illinois St. to Wulff Rd., and along Park Ave.
from Illinois St. to Wulff Rd.
City of Mobile - Sidewalks along DIP from Levene Rd. to Cedar Park Drive
Six applications were received. Unfortunately, due to funding limitations, there was only enough funding available
to fund three projects. We thank everyone for their submissions and congratulate those that were recommended
to be funded.
This week, SARPC staff held the pre-agreement meetings with each of the project sponsors. The next step will be
the funding agreements between ALDOT and the sponsor. We will keep you posted.

GIS online
We are upgrading and starting to utilize our online GIS capabilities. Please check out some of the current
interactive maps we have been working on. Many more to come…
http://mobilempo.org/maps.html

DESTINATION 2040
The Mobile MPO Long Range Transportation Plan, Destination 2040, has been adopted, subsequent comments from
ALDOT, FHWA, and FTA. The DRAFT document that was out for public review and reviewed with MPO and
TCC/CAC members may have some slight modifications in the FINAL Document. The FINAL will be out next week.
The plan is multi-modal in scope, encompassing long-range plans for highway, public transportation, and
bicycle/pedestrian networks. Regional growth, economic development, and accessibility within the study area
along with environmental concerns necessitate that the long-range plan addresses not only improved vehicular
travel but also improvements to other modes of transportation such as bicycling and walking. Preservation of the
existing transportation system coupled with enhancement of all modal choices will contribute to the improvement
of the overall quality of life in the region. You can learn more about the plan HERE.

I-10 Mobile River Bridge
ALDOT has released the I-10 Mobile River Bridge Corridor Hearing Report Summary and it is now available online

at www.mobileriverbridge.com. This report summarizes all of the comments that were received during the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement public comment period in the Fall of 2014. The document suggests most of the
support was for the B prime route. Although we are moving closer and closer to having a bridge, there are still
several hurdles to cross, including funding, tolling is an option.
A selection committee chose the Mobile-based firm Thompson Engineering Thursday to oversee the design
process for the Interstate 10 bridge and Bayway widening projects. Thompson will assist the Alabama
Department of Transportation with completing the environmental impact study required by the federal
government in order to build the bridge, in addition to other structural design work. That will include studying
storm surge for the two-lane widening of the Bayway, termination points in Baldwin County, a vibration analysis
for historic structures and providing information for a bicycle-pedestrian path, said Vince Calametti, region
engineer for the department of transportation.
For more information on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge:
ALDOT’S Web Site: http://www.mobileriverbridge.com/
Build The I-10 Bridge Coalition Web Site: http://www.buildthei10bridge.com/

The Downtown Non-Motorized Mobility Study met on Tuesday, July 28 th at the Downtown Alliance offices. Toole
Design Group laid out some recommendations with the Steering Committee. There are some pretty interesting
ideas that have come out of this study, and they will be briefly presented to the MPO at the August 19 th meeting.
For anyone interested in the Power Point given by Ernie Boughman with Toole Design Group, please see HERE

Projects Within Region Let July 31st, 2015
Mobile County
for constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail, Cable Guiderail, Bridge Rail Retrofit, Weigh Station
Improvements, and Weigh-In-Motion Station Installation on I-10 from the Mississippi State Line to Exit 10 (CR39/McDonald Road) Interchange north of Irvington. Length 10.081 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is
from $8,749,344 to $10,693,642
for constructing the Slide Repair on the Westbound Lane of I-10 at Exit 17 (Range Line Road) in Mobile. Length
0.056 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $109,742 to $134,130 .

Baldwin County
for constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on SR-3 (US-31) from just east of the junction of Eastern Shore
Boulevard (MP 3.950) north of Malbis to just west of the junction of SR-3 (US-31) and SR-59 (MP 9.670) south of
Stapleton. Length 5.720 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $990,659 to $1,210,806 .

Escambia County

None at this time.
What’s Under Construction?

Legislative Updates
Hatch Pans House Repatriation Plan
Senate Finance Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-UT) is working with business interests to throw cold water on the
House’s proposal to use international corporate tax overhaul, also known as repatriation, to fund a transportation
reauthorization bill. Repatriation, a concept for transportation funding supported by House Ways and Means
Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI), President Obama, and some Senate Republicans, would tax overseas
corporate earnings at a lower rate that is currently in place, and then commit some or all of the earnings to the
Highway Trust Fund. Chairman Ryan and others believe they can win over business interests by coupling the move
with a reduction in the rate companies would be required to pay on overseas earnings. Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) has summarily ruled out using repatriation for transportation, but the Senate-passed
DRIVE Act, a six-year reauthorization proposal, contains only three years of funding and relies primarily on
budgetary gimmicks that require ten years to accrue.

Senate Confirms Two Department of Transportation Posts
Gregory G. Nadeau was sworn in on Tuesday as the Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).
Nadeau previously held the position of Deputy Administrator since 2009 and had been serving as Acting
Administrator since May. The Senate confirmed his nomination shortly before departing for its August recess. The
Senate also confirmed Marie T. Dominguez as Administrator of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration. Click HERE for more information.

Funding Opportunities
FY 2015 and FY 2016 FTA SECTION 5310 CAPITAL ONLY TRADITIONAL 5310 PROJECTS
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY (deadline September 9th )
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) is now accepting Applications for funding
consideration through the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and
Individuals with Disabilities Program for Traditional 5310 Capital Projects. The application and program
management plan can be found at http://www.mobilempo.org/5310.html. THERE WILL BE NO OPERATING
AWARDED THIS APPLICATION CYCLE.
Completed grant applications must be submitted to the South Alabama Regional Planning Commission by noon on
September 9, 2015. Applications received after the established deadline will be returned. Postmarked submissions
will not be accepted.
Pre-submittal conference.
August 24, 2015 at 10:00 am
2nd floor training room at the GM&O Building
All applicants should attend.

Funding Opportunity for FY2015 Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants
Application Deadline: August 28, 3:00 PM ET
FEMA announced $180 million in funding available through two Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) grant
programs: Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) and Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM). These two grant programs assist
state, local, tribal, and territorial governments in strengthening our nation’s ability to reduce the potential cost of
natural disasters to communities and their citizens. Both HMA FY2015 Funding Announcements can be found
at www.grants.gov. Eligible applicants must apply for funding through the Mitigation eGrants system on the FEMA
Grants Portal accessible at https://portal.fema.gov.

Funding opportunities from the ADECA Energy Division
Funding opportunities from the ADECA Energy Division are listed below. All proposals are due by Friday, August
21, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. Eligibility should be verified before submitting a proposal.
Energy Codes Training RFP    Soliciting proposals from qualified applicants to provide training on the
statewide commercial and residential energy codes

Energy-Efficient Retrofits of Agriculture Facilities RFP   Addendum - Agriculture Facilities RFP  
Soliciting proposals from agriculture facilities and farms in Alabama for the purchase and installation of energyefficient improvements in their facilities
Energy-Efficient Retrofits of Non-Profit Organizations RFP   Addendum - Non-Profit Organizations
RFP   Soliciting proposals from non-profit organizations in Alabama for the purchase and installation of energyefficient improvements to their buildings
Energy-Efficient Retrofits of K-12 Schools RFP   Addendum - K-12 Schools   Soliciting proposals from
public school systems in Alabama for the purchase and installation of energy-efficient improvements in K-12
schools located within their jurisdiction
NOTE: The documents in this .zip folder apply to all Energy Division RFPs above. Click here:
Attachments

Just For Fun
Down on the South in the Town of Plateau
Lived a devilish creature, every man should know
Head of woman, the other half wolf
So the story is told…
In April of 1971, paranoia struck Mobile when reports of a strange “Wolf Woman” came pouring in.
Citizens of Port City and Plateau claimed to encounter a creature that had the body of a wolf but the head
of a beautiful woman. Although no one was ever harmed, inhabitants from these suburbs were
supposedly chased home and stalked on many occasions. The Press-Register revealed that over 50
sightings were called in during this troublesome time. After a couple of weeks, the mysterious beast
allegedly disappeared and the strange reports came to a halt. But it’s hard to forget the amount of
attention this incident received. There was even a newspaper article featured in the Press-Register which
is pictured below.
Read More: Strange Alabama- The Wolf Woman of Mobile

In the News
US Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx to visit next week
Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx will be visiting Mobile next week. His visit will be shorter than the
attempted visit that was scheduled this past May. In May, his visit had several meetings lined up, and was to talk
about pushing the Transportation Bill, and the importance of moving along with the I-10 Mobile River Bridge.
Since that time, there has been a continue resolution of the Transportation Bill, and a design team for the bridge
has been selected. To speculate, he will discuss the importance of a long term bill and how it would "vanquish
the specter of uncertainty that haunts roads projects across the country” as he has said in recent speeches in
other states this week. His visit here will be very brief.

Ten years after Katrina, a wait continues for restoring Gulf Coast passenger rail
By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on August 11, 2015 at 6:04 AM, updated August 11, 2015 at 6:05 AM

A study on the resurrection of passenger rail service from New Orleans to Orlando has support in Congress, but

when it actually begins is anyone's guess.
Federal legislation needs to be approved before a working group can convene to analyze the costs, preferred
route, funding sources, etc., for a restored Gulf Coast passenger rail line. The seven-member group is also, as
proposed, to include a representative from Alabama.
No opposition has surfaced preventing the group from forming, but the entire process has been delayed as
Congress wrestles with an overall long-term transportation funding plan for the nation's highways, transit systems
and railways.
There are concerns that a long-term transportation plan, of which the working group is included, will be delayed
throughout the 2016 presidential election cycle.
"The concern is whether there is a bill passed in the near future," John Robert Smith, chairman of the board for
Transportation for America – a non-profit alliance that pushes for grassroots support of progressive transportation
policy in the U.S. "Continuing extensions doesn't bring into play the working group. These issues ... are a timely
issue and you wouldn't want to wait for two years after a presidential election to getting into answering
(questions about restoring passenger rail on the Gulf Coast)."
He added, "It's been 10 years already."
House and Senate proposals
The group, which is expected to provide the first authorized look at restoring service disrupted by Hurricane
Katrina a decade ago, was included in a transportation reauthorization bill the Senate approved July 31 with a 6534 vote.
The Senate bill garnered split support in Alabama: Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Mobile, voted for it while Sen. Richard
Shelby, R-Tuscaloosa, opposed largely because it included the reauthorization of the Export-Import Bank, which
finances businesses that export American products.
A House committee is expected to take up the Senate proposal by late September.
The House already approved the Passenger Rail Reform and Investment Act of 2015 that called for the formation
of the working group to evaluate restoring service east of New Orleans. The House is expected to re-include the
group's formation when it considers the Senate's overall transportation plan.
Once approved through legislation, the group will have nine months to present a plan on restoring Gulf Coast
passenger rail service to committees in the House and Senate.
"It does look promising that the working group will be included in the final bill," Smith said. "But future remains to
be seen."
There are other passenger rail opportunities the Senate included in its plan that the House will also consider.
Among those are sustainable funding authorization levels for Amtrak, the creation of a rail service capital and
operating grant program and a reorganization of the Amtrak board of directors to include representatives outside
the Northeast corridor (currently, Northeast representatives dominate Amtrak's board of directors).
The federal proposal doesn't include studies for other new routes in Alabama. The state has a grant from the
Federal Railroad Administration to study a high-speed rail line from Montgomery to Mobile. The study is expected
to take two years. Continue reading HERE

Baldwin and Mobile Counties Bicycle Safety Videos
Please help spread the word about the two new bicycle safety videos that were created by the Coastal Alabama
Livable Communities Coalition. Please take a moment to watch both videos by clicking here and then promoting
them through all of your social media channels! If you know television or radio stations who can run these as
public service announcements, PLEASE let us know.

Mobile Greenways Initiative (MGI) Gains Momentum
There will be two public meetings on the first leg of the Three Mile Creek Biking and Walking Trail on August 24th
from 6-8pm and August 25th from 1-3pm - both at the Toulminville Public Library. The trail is scheduled to have
construction begin on the first phase by the end of this calendar year.

Bumper to bumper at the beach: Gulf Shores pushing to improve traffic flow
By Marc

D. Anderson | manderson@al.com

Battling to ease beach traffic congestion, Gulf Shores and the state highway department will team up again this
fall and next year for projects on Alabama 59, between the Intracoastal Waterway and the Gulf of Mexico.
The new work follows the installation this past spring of high-tech signals that adapt automatically to the
numbers of drivers on the highway at any given moment.
In October, following the heavily attended Shrimp Festival, crews will begin reconfiguring certain access points
along the highway between Fort Morgan Road and Beach Boulevard. Those access points will primarily allow right
turn-ins and right turn-outs.
Also, the city will add 8-foot-wide sidewalks to each side of the highway, stretching more than a mile.
Mayor Robert Craft, city staff members and Alabama Department of Transportation representatives met with
affected property owners and business interests this summer to explain the access project, according to Matthew
Ericksen, assistant region engineer for the highway department. The goal, he stated, is an "efficient roadway" that
"will limit certain turning movements, thus limiting the number of conflict points."
Craft said the timetable calls for work to wrap up before spring break. Then, in fall 2016, he said, crews will
return, this time pressing northward to the Intracoastal Waterway bridge.
He particularly noted the new sidewalks, which for the first time will extend for considerable length along the
highway's eastern side, accompanied by landscaping with palm trees.
"It will be a significant upgrade in pedestrian safety," Craft said. "We really only have sidewalks on the west side.
We'll be adding them all the way on the east side and eventually we'll go from the beach to the bridge on both
sides."
Gulf Shores Public Works Director Mark Acreman said the access project, along with the high-tech signals, will
allow the highway to effectively handle about 20 percent more traffic capacity than before. Still, he cautioned,
"It's not a magic bullet."
He said, "We're still going to have heavy traffic days where it's going to take a little longer to get through. But you
should move even better than you have."
Acreman said that property owners and businesses along the highway were receptive, for the most part. "I think

everybody understands why it needs to happen," he said. "There was one or two who just did not like the idea of
their driveway changing because some of the movements will be reduced ... We tried to work with those
individuals the best we could to maybe modify plans and meet them halfway."
According to a general estimate from Acreman, the overall sidewalk project will cost about $1.8 million. ALDOT
grants will provide $1 million, leaving the city responsible for the rest.
ALDOT will cover the full bill for the access management project that Ericksen said is expected to cost about
$400,000.
Once those projects are complete, the highway department plans to repave Alabama 59 in fiscal year 2017.
"Fighting the traffic issues is one of the harder problems we have to solve," Craft said.
_______
(Updated at 8 a.m. Friday, August 14, 2015, to clarify that not all driveway access points on Alabama 59 will only
allow right turn-ins and right turn-outs.)

Transportation Research
Registration is now OPEN for
The 2015 GRITS Annual Meeting
  
  

  

For more information visit 2015 Annual Meeting Info
To register please visit 2015 GRITS Annual Meeting - 10/11/2015

U.S. DOT turning to social media to push Congress to fix failing infrastructure
Posted: Aug 04, 2015 12:25 AM CDT Updated: Aug 04, 2015 1:48 AM CDT
By Jonathan Lowe
Tired of potholes, ripped up streets or bumpy bridges in your town? Now you can take your traffic issues right to
the top with social media.
Instead of passing a long-term plan to fund our failing infrastructure, critics, including those in the trucking
industry, say Congress has decided to kick the can down the road.
Monday, it certainly felt hot enough to melt rubber. But auto experts say jacked-up roads actually damage tires
the most.
"Tires go through rigorous bouts of training, so the heat is negligible," explained Sean Hortan, a manager at a
Phoenix Community Tire location. "It's really the condition of the roads that would cause issues with the tires."
RELATED: Damaged roads costing motorists hundreds of dollars a year

The U.S. Department of Transportation says we can all do the nation's infrastructure and, by extension, our
vehicles a big favor in the month of August.
"People take our infrastructure for granted," said Tony Bradley, president of the Arizona Truckers Association. "I
think it's good to show the problems."
U.S. DOT announced Monday that it's putting pressure on elected leaders with the hashtag
#ShowUsYourInfraWear. In other words, take a picture of aging, deteriorating roads and bridges, and then Tweet
or Instagram it using the hashtag and U.S. DOT handle, @USDOT.
SOCIAL: @USDOT on Twitter | @USDOT on Instgram
"We do have these infrastructure needs in Arizona that need to be addressed," Bradley said.
The campaign comes after transportation officials called out Congress for passing a three-month, short-term
extension to crucial highway funding. Then Congress left for August recess. How crucial is that funding? Arizona
gets 70 percent of its highway funding from the federal government.
"It's sad that that is one of the responsibilities that they have is highway funding," Bradley added.
If you need proof of failing infrastructure, just remember that bridge on I-10 that collapsed a couple of weeks
ago. That closure cost about $2.5 billion -- per day.
"This is an opportunity for the public to say, 'Here's a problem that I see every day,'" Bradley said. "'Policymakers,
please take a look.'"
A 2013 inventory found there are 716 bridges in Arizona using outdated standards and old design features. But
the government says they are still safe.
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