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Transportation Friday
An electronic newsletter concerning regional transportation issues

Friday, August 16, 2013

In This Issue

Volume 7, Number 7
There was a Mobile MPO Technical Coordinating and Citizens Advisory Committee (TCC/CAC) meeting this week, and
a Mobile MPO Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) as well. Next week is the Mobile MPO Climate Change
Workgroup meeting; please see Mobile MPO Updates.
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The Rural Planning Organization (RPO) will be meeting in September and between now and then staff will be trying
to meet with our RPO members to talk about transportation problems and needs; so please be on the look out for
us.
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The MPO on the other side of the pond is making strides; please see In The News
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Click Here to see when and
where federal and state projects
will be happening
in your area.
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Have a great weekend!
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison
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Mobile MPO Updates
TCC/CAC MEETING
There was a TCC/CAC meeting on Wednesday and the joint committee rebalanced the STP Attributable Funding
schedule. We had to push back some projects because of a loss of almost $5 Million of our carryover funds. The
committee agreed to recommend to the MPO to push back (one year) the construction and utility of Dauphin Street
and the construction of Zeigler Boulevard from Schillinger Road to Tanner Williams Road. Our STP Attributable
Funding Schedule is now in balance [HERE]. The committee recommended the Unified Planning Work Program
(UPWP) that included the Transit Development Plan, and the new Public Participation Plan (PPP) which had a lot of
discussion. Something we may investigate is the possibility of advertising our documents on our member government
web sites. Give us your thoughts…
BPAC MEETING
There was a Mobile MPO Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) meeting yesterday. One Item on the
agenda was an update on the Intestate 10 Mobile River Bridge regarding including a bike/ped facility on the bridge
vs. mitigation activities that would connect Mobile and Baldwin Counties. Public meetings for the bridge should take
place this year. Anyone interested in this subject should attend the meetings and sign up to speak in the public
forum. Once the venue for these public meeting is set, we will post them in our newsletter. Other items on the
agenda included an update on the recent Mobile MPO Transportation Alternatives Program awards (see TAP Funds
below), a discussion regarding new efforts by Mobile United for bike/ped accessibility along property adjacent to
Brookley Field and Mobile Bay, a discussion about the Three Mile Creek Greenway and Montlimar Creek Greenway.
Dr. Samantha Islam from the University of South Alabama gave a short presentation on factors responsible for
pedestrian at-fault accidents. If you are interested, contact us and we can email you her presentation. The meeting
concluded with a review of upcoming road projects for bicycle and pedestrian facilities including the City of Mobile’s
Baker Street Widening, Pedestrian Crossings on Hank Aaron Loop, and the placement of Share the Road signs at
various location around Mobile. The specifics of this meeting will be available in the meeting minutes, which will be
forthcoming.
CLIMATE CHANGE WORK GROUP MEETING
There is a Climate Change Work Group (CCWG) meeting on August 21 st . The team looked at the Airport Boulevard
culvert over Montlimar Creek and assessed whether changes in precipitation would pose a flood risk to the facility,
and what adaptation options are available for managing that risk. The team will also discuss the additional
engineering assessments that are being conducted, which will span all transportation modes. Finally, the team will
give a general project update, including anticipated release of the draft vulnerability screen report, web-based and
other tools that are under development, along with the next steps of the project.

ajohnson@sarpc.org
South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

MPO POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
There will be an MPO meeting held on September 4 th , 2013 at 10:00 AM in the SARPC Board Room to address the
issues identified in the TCC/CAC and BPAC meetings.
ATRIP AWARDS
In the third round, Mobile County’s ATRIP projects include the following:
· Intersection improvement at Bayou La Batre Highway and Half Mile Road in Irvington
· Resurface and add turn lanes to West Lee Street, from Grand Boulevard to Kansas Street in Chickasaw
· Interchange improvements at Celeste Road and Interstate 65 in Saraland
· Bridge repair and resurface Baker Road from the city limit to Scanlan Way in Satsuma
· Resurface Juniper Avenue from Alabama 43 to Aaron Drive in Satsuma
· Repair to bridge and approaches over Carls Creek on Padgett Switch Road in Irvington
· Repair to bridge and approaches over Big Creek on Wilmer-Georgetown Road in Wilmer
· Resurface Dawes Road from County Road 11 to County Road 32
· Resurface Tanner Williams Road from County Road 5 to Eliza Jordan Road in west Mobile
· Reconstruction of Lott Road from Brown-Blankinchip Road to Beverly Jefferies Highway in Citronelle
· Reconstruction and widening on Broad Street from 15th Street to I-10 in Mobile
TAP FUNDS
Two weeks ago the TAP Selection Committee met after a couple weeks of prioritizing the projects submitted for
funding with Mobile Urban Area Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Funding. We received 6 applications
worth $1,407,249 of projects. The total dollar amount the Mobile MPO has been apportioned is $513,441 of federal
dollars, which is $641,801 of programmable funds. The project ranking process is a quantitative, transparent process
[HERE]. The following projects have been awarded for funding by the Project Selection Committee:
·
·
·

City of Mobile, sidewalks on Old Shell Rd from Ridge Lawn Drive West to McGregor Avenue: $154,899
City of Saraland, bicycle, sidewalk and access management on US 43 between Everett Street and Celeste
Road: $186,650
City of Saraland, sidewalk to Adams Middle School, Dixon Park, and Bayou Sara Park: $191,750

The Alabama Department of Transportation received 78 applications including applications from: Baldwin County,
Bay Minette, Brewton, Chickasaw, Daphne, Fairhope, Flomaton, Foley, Gulf Shores, Magnolia Springs, Mobile County,
Orange Beach, Saraland, and Spanish Fort. The awards announcement will be later this year from ALDOT for those
funds.
PPP and TDP in the UPWP
Staff has finalized the new Public Participation Plan (PPP) which is currently out for public review for 45 days at 43
various locations around the county. Also, the FY 2014 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is out for public
review as well. The UPWP includes a Transit Development Plan. This will be a third party contract to develop a 10
year plan for not just the Wave Transit, but all transit within the MPO study area. Airbus coming to Mobile has
created a business-friendly climate [HERE], and now that you can take the Wave to Megabus, let’s get an innovative
plan in place to quickly and efficiently tie all passenger modes together, within the MPO study area. If you have any
comments or suggestions concerning the UPWP or the PPP, please let us know.
GOOGLE IT
MPO staff is currently putting all federally funding transportation projects into Google Maps. This will be a great tool
for the public to be informed as to where the federal dollars are being spent in Mobile. [HERE] Currently we just have
the STP Attributable pot of money, but eventually will have all federal funding sources available.

Projects Within Region Let August 30 th , 2013
BALDWIN COUNTY
· Constructing the Storm Drainage Repairs on Church Street from Fels Avenue to Morphy Avenue in Fairhope.
Length 0.057 mi.
· Constructing the Grade, Drain, Base, Pave, Bridge (Precast) and Seawall Replacement on SR-182 over Little
Lagoon Pass (Lee Calloway Bridge) in Gulf Shores. Length 0.378 mi.
ESCAMBIA COUNTY

·

Constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on CR-22 (Ridge Road) from the East Brewton City Limits to
the junction of SR-15 (US-29). Length 7.376 mi.
MOBILE COUNTY
· Reconstruction Widening, Concrete Pavement Removal (Grade, Drain, Base, Pave) and Traffic Stripe on Broad
Street from 15th Street to Approximately 700 feet south of I-10 in Mobile. Length 0.709 mi.
· Constructing the Additional Turn Lanes on Addsco Road onto SR-16 (US-90/98) in Mobile. Length 0.222 mi.

Legislative Updates

Congress is currently in recess… however
The 2008 Ozone NAAQS were due July 2013. The one year conformity determinations grace period for 2008 Ozone
NAAQS ended July 20, 2013. Conformity determinations on transportation plans and transportation improvement
plans of the 2008 Ozone areas were due by that date, one year after the effective date of the non-attainment
designation. In addition, since the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency revoked the 1997 ozone NAAQS for
transportation conformity, conformity for the 1997 ozone NAAQS will no longer apply after July 20, 2013.

Funding Opportunities
Funding opportunities from the ADECA Energy Division are listed below. All proposals are due by Friday, August 30,
2013 at 5:00 p.m. Eligibility should be verified before submitting a proposal.
1. State Energy Program - Energy Codes Training
Soliciting proposals from qualified applicants to provide training on the statewide commercial and residential energy
codes.
2. State Energy Program - State Buildings Maintenance Training Program
Soliciting proposals from qualified applicants to establish a state buildings maintenance training program.
3. State Energy Program - Energy Efficient Retrofits of K-12 Schools Addendum A for Energy Efficient Retrofits of
K-12 Schools
Soliciting proposals from public school systems in Alabama for the purchase and installation of energy-efficient
improvements in K-12 schools located within their jurisdiction.
4. State Energy Program - Energy Efficient Retrofits of Wastewater Treatment Facilities Addendum A for Energy
Efficient Retrofits of Wastewater Treatment Facilities
Soliciting proposals from wastewater treatment facilities for the purchase and installation of energy-efficient
improvements to wastewater systems.

Just For Fun
Elon Musk details 800 MPH Hyperloop Transportation System
Elon Musk, the chief executive of electric car maker Tesla Motors Inc. and founder of PayPal released details this
week of an 800-mph Hyperloop transportation system. This proposed system would involve passengers riding in “pods”
that travel within low-pressure tubes that are nearly airless. The pods would hover on a cushion of air, floating
above thin skis of a custom metal alloy; air sucked in from an intake in front of the pod would be compressed
and ejected beneath to levitate it above the metal sleeve of its tube. Electromagnets would zap the craft forward
at high speeds.
http://www.teslamotors.com/blog/hyperloop

In the News
One more reason to Carpool through the Mobile MPO CommuteSmart
Another day, another drawback of a long commute. Aside from their ability to bring us to higher-paying jobs,
lengthy trips to work offer very few beneficial side effects. Our stress levels go up, our sleep levels go down,
and our interactions with friends and family go scarce. And now it seems our marriages—or, at least, our
committed partnerships—can go awry, too.
That’s according to new work from researcher Erika Sandow of Umea University in Sweden, set for
publication in the British journal Urban Studies, which found that couples with longer commutes are more
likely to break up than those without them:
To summarize, one might expect the social costs of long-distance commuting to reduce the quality of a
relationship in many ways and thus increase the risk of separation. The statistical results from these analyses
not only confirm such assumptions about social costs but can also reveal other and more unexpected results

regarding the effects of long-distance commuting on relationships. [continue reading HERE]
Eastern Shore officials work together to tackle future transportation needs
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FAIRHOPE, Alabama -- Traffic is not a glamorous topic any way you slice it, whether it’s planning and
building new roads or being stuck in it for miles on end. It’s at those times when motorists probably begin to
wonder how things got so bad. With population growth comes traffic. It’s an issue Baldwin County is facing
in greater proportions every year not only at the beaches, where tourism continues to break records year
after year, but also in towns along the Eastern Shore. The county grew nearly 30 percent between 2000 and
2010 and another 5 percent through 2012, with the population jumping from roughly 140,000 to 182,000 to
an estimated 192,000, respectively, according to census figures.
The growth isn’t stopping, and its effect on the Eastern Shore metropolitan area — about 50 percent of the
county’s population — had it labeled by the census bureau as a small urbanized area by crossing the 50,000
population threshold. The designation allowed extra funds for transportation planning needs to be granted
under the guidance of the Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization. [continue reading Here]
Eastern Shore economy? Thanks to chamber initiative, there's an app for that
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FAIRHOPE, Alabama -- Boasting more than 3,000 businesses, employing over 33,000 people, it’s evident that
the Eastern Shore cities’ economy is growing hand-in-hand with its population. With roughly 90,000
residents calling communities in and around Spanish Fort, Daphne and Fairhope home, the area makes up
about 50 percent of Baldwin County’s population. As part of a five-year, community-wide initiativeBlueprint
for a Better Tomorrow, the Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce launched a business action plan in 2011
to shore up the growing economy. Focusing on three key areas -- economic and workforce development,
tourism, public and community affairs -- the chamber aims “to create sound economic growth by defining
and addressing the Eastern Shore’s needs and opportunities,” according to its mission statement.
The Better Tomorrow plan builds on the $2 million Blueprint for Tomorrow campaign that ran from 20052010 with a focus on spearheading programs under transportation infrastructure, tourism, economic
development, education, governmental affairs and environmental efforts. Like the first go around, the latest
initiative is receiving public and private support from businesses and cities. To date, the chamber has raised
nearly $900,000 for Blueprint for a Better Tomorrow, according to Darrelyn Bender, chamber CEO and
president.

Bender said during the first year all efforts were focused on tourism since the greatest need was there after
the BP oil spill pulled the proverbial rug out from under the south Baldwin economy. Marketing was a
priority and the chamber launched a new tourism website, “It’s a Shore Thing”
at www.visiteasternshorealabama.com.
U.S. 98 closed again for maintenance south of Fairhope
By Marc D. Anderson | manderson@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on August 13, 2013 at 8:07 AM, updated August 13, 2013 at 8:13 AM

FAIRHOPE, Alabama -- A stretch of U.S. 98 south of Fairhope closed once again Monday as the state
highway department continues to make repairs to cross drain pipes. The Alabama Department of
Transportation announced that work began at 3 p.m. Monday at mile marker 50 and would continue
through Wednesday evening. The same stretch of highway was closed two weeks ago. Traffic is being
detoured to Baldwin County 24 east to Baldwin County 13 south to Baldwin County 3 east. And traffic
headed westbound on U.S. 98 toward Barnwell can take Baldwin 13 north to Baldwin 3 or 24 west.

Transportation Research
FHWA Releases Primer on Challenges of Congestion Pricing Strategies: The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) has posted a new Primer on institutional issues that provide challenges to implementing congestion
pricing strategies. The Primer explores the types of institutional issues that are commonly encountered with
priced lanes, zone-based pricing, and parking pricing programs. These issues include the up-front challenges of
establishing leadership, meeting legislative requirements, and setting an organizational structure. Once the
challenges are overcome, there are numerous institutional issues related to the planning process, public
involvement, and implementation procedures. The primer examines these topics with the insights gained from
case study applications around the U.S. and Europe. The Primer can be access by clicking HERE.
Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP-2) symposium
Below is a link to a recent announcement by the Transportation Research Board’s (TRB’s) second Strategic
Highway Research Program (SHRP-2) symposium, which will be held over two days in October 2013. TRB has
issued a call for papers focused on innovations in freight modeling. More information about the symposium and
the call for papers can be found in the link below:
http://www.trb.org/main/blurbs/169110.aspx

The newest edition of this three-volume report contains updated introductory and instructional
material, a recommended practice on the use of this resource (formally known as the Trip
Generation Handbook, 2nd Edition) is now included as part of volume 1, and two data volumes with
updated land use descriptions, trip generation rates, equations, and data plots. Data from more
than 400 new sites have been added, bringing the number of studies contained in the report's
database to more than 5,500. More than 1,000 new data points have been added to the plots.
More than 60 existing land use codes have been updated based on the new data, and 10 new land
use classifications have been added, for a total of 172 land uses.
New land uses include construction equipment rental store, data center, medical equipment store,
mosque, museum, recreational vehicle sales, snow ski area, tractor supply store, truck stop, and
variety store.
In addition to the new land uses, several updates have been made. Twelve land use codes were
updated and expanded significantly to reflect current industry trends. These land uses include highcube warehouse/distribution center (152), senior adult housing-attached (252), continuing care
retirement community (255), free-standing discount superstore (813), shopping center (820),

supermarket (850), convenience market with gasoline pumps (853), home improvement superstore
(862), pharmacy/drugstore with drive-through window (881), drive-in bank (912), fast-food
restaurant with drive-through window (934) and coffee/donut shop with drive-through window
(937).
This manual is a must have for transportation professionals conducting site impact studies,
determining on-site circulation patterns, performing access management studies, determining traffic
signal timing, and conducting environmental assessments.
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