From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

transportation
transportation@sarpc.org
Transportation Friday, August 23
Friday, August 23, 2013 11:16:29 AM
image001.png
oledata.mso
image005.png
image014.png
image006.png
image015.png
image018.png
image020.png

Transportation Friday
An electronic newsletter concerning regional transportation issues

Friday, August 23, 2013
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There are some noteworthy transportation related articles this week; please see In The News. There was a Climate
Change Workgroup meeting this week. Last week we had a Mobile MPO Technical Coordinating and Citizens Advisory
Committee (TCC/CAC) meeting and a Mobile MPO Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) as well.
See what’s “following” in this week’s Just for Fun
Have a great weekend! Stay safe and Keep Mobile Beautiful
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Mobile MPO Updates
CLIMATE CHANGE WORK GROUP MEETING
There was a Climate Change Work Group (CCWG) meeting this week. The team flew in from all parts of the country
and met with some of our committee members individually and then met with the committee on Wednesday. The
team looked at the Airport Boulevard culvert over Montlimar Creek and assessed whether changes in precipitation
would pose a flood risk to the facility, and what adaptation options are available for managing that risk. The team
gave a general project update, including anticipated release of the draft vulnerability screen report, web-based and
other tools that are under development, along with the next steps of the project. The study is supposed to be
finalized in March, 2014 with the engineering analysis to be finished by this November. The end product of this four
year study are tools that other MPO’s will be able to use. The presentation made by the team can be found [HERE].
TCC/CAC MEETING
There was a TCC/CAC meeting last week and the joint committee rebalanced the STP Attributable Funding schedule.
We had to push back some projects because of a loss of almost $5 Million of our carryover funds. The committee
agreed to recommend to the MPO to push back (one year) the construction and utility of Dauphin Street and the
construction of Zeigler Boulevard from Schillinger Road to Tanner Williams Road. Our STP Attributable Funding
Schedule is now in balance [HERE]. The committee recommended the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) that
included the Transit Development Plan, and the new Public Participation Plan (PPP) which had a lot of discussion.
Something we may investigate is the possibility of advertising our documents on our member government web sites.
Give us your thoughts…
BPAC MEETING
There was a Mobile MPO Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) meeting last week. One Item on the agenda
was an update on the Intestate 10 Mobile River Bridge regarding including a bike/ped facility on the bridge vs.
mitigation activities that would connect Mobile and Baldwin Counties. Public meetings for the bridge should take
place this year. Anyone interested in this subject should attend the meetings and sign up to speak in the public
forum. Once the venue for these public meeting is set, we will post them in our newsletter. Other items on the
agenda included an update on the recent Mobile MPO Transportation Alternatives Program awards (see TAP Funds
below), a discussion regarding new efforts by Mobile United for bike/ped accessibility along property adjacent to
Brookley Field and Mobile Bay, a discussion about the Three Mile Creek Greenway and Montlimar Creek Greenway.
Dr. Samantha Islam from the University of South Alabama gave a short presentation on factors responsible for
pedestrian at-fault accidents. If you are interested, contact us and we can email you her presentation. The meeting
concluded with a review of upcoming road projects for bicycle and pedestrian facilities including the City of Mobile’s
Baker Street Widening, Pedestrian Crossings on Hank Aaron Loop, and the placement of Share the Road signs at
various location around Mobile. The specifics of this meeting will be available in the meeting minutes, which will be
forthcoming.
MPO POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
th

Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org

There will be an MPO meeting held on September 4 , 2013 at 10:00 AM in the SARPC Board Room to address the
issues identified in the TCC/CAC and BPAC meetings.

South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

TAP FUNDS
Several weeks ago the TAP Selection Committee met after a couple weeks of prioritizing the projects submitted for
funding with Mobile Urban Area Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Funding. We received 6 applications worth
$1,407,249 of projects. The total dollar amount the Mobile MPO has been apportioned is $513,441 of federal dollars,
which is $641,801 of programmable funds. The project ranking process is a quantitative, transparent process [HERE].
The following projects have been awarded for funding by the Project Selection Committee:
·
·
·

City of Mobile, sidewalks on Old Shell Rd from Ridge Lawn Drive West to McGregor Avenue: $154,899
City of Saraland, bicycle, sidewalk and access management on US 43 between Everett Street and Celeste
Road: $186,650
City of Saraland, sidewalk to Adams Middle School, Dixon Park, and Bayou Sara Park: $191,750

The Alabama Department of Transportation received 78 applications including applications from: Baldwin County, Bay
Minette, Brewton, Chickasaw, Daphne, Fairhope, Flomaton, Foley, Gulf Shores, Magnolia Springs, Mobile County,
Orange Beach, Saraland, and Spanish Fort. The awards announcement will be later this year from ALDOT for those
funds.
PPP and TDP in the UPWP
Staff has finalized the new Public Participation Plan (PPP) which is currently out for public review for 45 days at 43
various locations around the county. Also, the FY 2014 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is out for public
review as well. The UPWP includes a Transit Development Plan. This will be a third party contract to develop a 10
year plan for not just the Wave Transit, but all transit within the MPO study area. Airbus coming to Mobile has
created a business-friendly climate [HERE], and now that you can take the Wave to Megabus, let’s get an innovative
plan in place to quickly and efficiently tie all passenger modes together, within the MPO study area. If you have any
comments or suggestions concerning the UPWP or the PPP, please let us know.
GOOGLE IT
MPO staff is currently putting all federally funding transportation projects into Google Maps. This will be a great tool
for the public to be informed as to where the federal dollars are being spent in Mobile. [HERE] Currently we just have
the STP Attributable pot of money, but eventually will have all federal funding sources available.

Projects Within Region Let August 30 th , 2013
BALDWIN COUNTY
· Constructing the Storm Drainage Repairs on Church Street from Fels Avenue to Morphy Avenue in Fairhope.
Length 0.057 mi.
· Constructing the Grade, Drain, Base, Pave, Bridge (Precast) and Seawall Replacement on SR-182 over Little
Lagoon Pass (Lee Calloway Bridge) in Gulf Shores. Length 0.378 mi.
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
· Constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on CR-22 (Ridge Road) from the East Brewton City Limits to the
junction of SR-15 (US-29). Length 7.376 mi.
MOBILE COUNTY
· Reconstruction Widening, Concrete Pavement Removal (Grade, Drain, Base, Pave) and Traffic Stripe on Broad
Street from 15th Street to Approximately 700 feet south of I-10 in Mobile. Length 0.709 mi.
· Constructing the Additional Turn Lanes on Addsco Road onto SR-16 (US-90/98) in Mobile. Length 0.222 mi.

Legislative Updates

Congress is currently in recess… however
The 2008 Ozone NAAQS were due July 2013. The one year conformity determinations grace period for 2008 Ozone
NAAQS ended July 20, 2013. Conformity determinations on transportation plans and transportation improvement
plans of the 2008 Ozone areas were due by that date, one year after the effective date of the non-attainment
designation. In addition, since the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency revoked the 1997 ozone NAAQS for
transportation conformity, conformity for the 1997 ozone NAAQS will no longer apply after July 20, 2013.

Funding Opportunities
Funding opportunities from the ADECA Energy Division are listed below. All proposals are due by Friday, August 30,
2013 at 5:00 p.m. Eligibility should be verified before submitting a proposal.
1. State Energy Program - Energy Codes Training
Soliciting proposals from qualified applicants to provide training on the statewide commercial and residential energy
codes.
2. State Energy Program - State Buildings Maintenance Training Program
Soliciting proposals from qualified applicants to establish a state buildings maintenance training program.
3. State Energy Program - Energy Efficient Retrofits of K-12 Schools Addendum A for Energy Efficient Retrofits of
K-12 Schools
Soliciting proposals from public school systems in Alabama for the purchase and installation of energy-efficient
improvements in K-12 schools located within their jurisdiction.
4. State Energy Program - Energy Efficient Retrofits of Wastewater Treatment Facilities Addendum A for Energy
Efficient Retrofits of Wastewater Treatment Facilities
Soliciting proposals from wastewater treatment facilities for the purchase and installation of energy-efficient
improvements to wastewater systems.

Just For Fun
Some say if you believe in “signs following”, the snake will not bite. Following this sentence, are some signs…

In the News
BACK TO SCHOOL
From the FHWA Office of Planning, Dave Harris
Throughout the next few weeks, the new school year is beginning in districts across the country, leading to
increased pedestrian traffic as children travel to and from school. According to data from NHTSA, in 2010, 19
percent of all children ages five to nine who were killed in traffic crashes were pedestrians. So ensuring children’s
safety is a top priority for everyone from parents to local leaders and city planners.
That is why NHTSA has partnered with FHWA to launch a one-stop shop website chock full of safety tips and
resources for pedestrians. “We all have a reason to support pedestrian safety, and now everyone has new tools
to help make a difference,” said Secretary Foxx, in announcing the website’s launch and $2 million in pedestrian
safety grants that NHTSA is making available to cities with the highest rate of pedestrian deaths.
For parents, the website offers five tips to help them keep their children safe on their way to and from school
this fall, which encompasses safely walking, biking, riding the bus, riding in a car, and driving. Other kid-friendly
features of the website include a pamphlet on a Kid’s Guide to Safe Walking and a DVD, which parents can order,
designed to teach the youngest children pedestrian skills for crossing residential streets. The website also offers
resources for other populations. From a resident’s guide for creating safe and walkable communities to a checklist
for rating how walkable your community is to information on how adults can safely walk to maintain their health
and well-being, there’s something for everyone.
“Whether you live in a city or small town, and whether you drive a car, take the bus, or ride a train, at some

point in the day, everyone is a pedestrian,” said Secretary Foxx. So let’s all do our part to keep pedestrians safe,
especially as our kids return to school.
Sales or gas tax? Mobile City Council endorses Airbus-related infrastructure work after mini-debate over
funding source
Print
By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on August 20, 2013 at 5:02 PM, updated August 20, 2013 at 5:27 PM

While Baker Street isn't traveled on much right now, it is slated for about a $1.3 million makeover to
accommodate large trucks that will haul airplane parts to the new $600 million Airbus manufacturing plant in
Mobile, Ala. The reconstruction of the road will allow trucks to avoid the intersection of Baker and Yeend
streets, which features a sharp, 90-degree turn. (John Sharp/jsharp@al.com)
MOBILE, Alabama – The Mobile City Council endorsed a couple of measures Tuesday aimed to provide local
tax support for roads and drainage issues near Brookley Aeroplex, home to the future $600 million Airbus
manufacturing plant.
The vote, however, did not happen until a mini-debate between Councilman Fred Richardson and
Councilwoman Bess Rich over the funding source for the projects.
The council's approvals included:
A $1 million contribution for a $5.1 million project with the Alabama Department of Transportation for
the rehabilitation and design work of Broad Street from 15 th Street to Interstate 10. The work includes
a complete overhaul to the street so it can accommodate heavy truck loads.
A $500,000 contribution on drainage improvements within the area of Broad and Baker streets, and
also at the future site of the Alabama State Port Authority's intermodal rail projects.
An agreement with the authority transferring property to the city for the construction of a new Baker
Street. The street will connect to Broad Street and be a main route for heavy trucks hauling
components to the Airbus manufacturing plant.
Click here to read last week's story on the projects.
Backcountry Trail extension in Gulf Shores takes shape despite summer deluge

A new section of the Hugh S. Branyon Backcountry Trail is under construction in Gulf Shores on Monday, Aug. 19, 2013. (Marc D.
Anderson/manderson@al.com)
Marc D. Anderson | manderson@al.com
By Marc D. Anderson | manderson@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter

GULF SHORES, Alabama -- By early fall beach officials should be celebrating the completion of a new link to
the Hugh S. Branyon Backcountry Trail that expands the paved path to nearly 20 miles.
The 2-mile, 10-wood-wide trail extension along State Park Road 2 and Ala. 180 to Ala. 59 is ongoing thanks
to a $485,000 trail enhancement grant administered by the Alabama Department of Transportation with a
required 20 percent match from the city. The construction contract with low-bidder Asphalt Service Inc. was
approved in March for $408,000. DMD Engineers was awarded $70,800 in July 2012 to perform engineering
and construction inspection services.
Once complete the extension will connect the existing 11 miles of paved trails through Orange Beach and
Gulf State Park with the 6.5-mile Fort Morgan Road Trail in Gulf Shores.
“This is a great addition,” Gulf Shores City Administrator Steve Griffin said. “I couldn’t be more happy that
this is all coming together.”
The constant rain through the summer months has slowed construction. In July alone rain totals were
reported at nearly 20 inches in the city, according to the National Weather Service in Mobile, and that trend
has continued into August. The rain has also prompted the council to approve a $30,000 change order with
leftover grant funds to bring in more sand and other material to raise sections of the under-construction trail
that have flooded. [continue reading here]
Two road repaving projects approved in Baldwin County
Print

By Thyrie Bland | tbland@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on August 20, 2013 at 1:49 PM

When repaving work starts on two Baldwin County roads in the next few weeks, it will be the first time
this year the county has resurfaced any roads. The roads that will be repaved are Gayfer Road Extension
between County Road 181 and Jubilee Trace and Lottie Road from Jack Springs Road to Red Town Road.
Baldwin County has more than $2 million earmarked for road paving projects but has not been using the
money because the county workers assigned to repaving crews dwindled down to one person over the
past few years. The issue of the county not repaving roads was brought up at an Aug. 10 budget meeting
by Commissioner Tucker Dorsey. The discussion got a bit heated when it came to whether it would be
cheaper for the county to resume repaving roads or to accept outside bids. The debate ended with the
commissioners agreeing to accept bids on two repaving projects in order to see how much it would cost
to have county roads repaved by outside contractors. The commissioners initially discussed getting bids
to repave County Road 65 and Gayfer Road Extension. The county decided to hold off on County Road
65 because it also needs to be widen and leveled, said Cal Markert, county engineer.

The Baldwin County Commission voted 4-0 Tuesday to award the road repaving projects to Ammons
and Blackmon, which was the lowest bidder for both projects. [continue reading here]
Mobile Recognized by National Business Magazine
The City of Mobile has ranked no. 2 in US metro cities with the highest economic growth potential by
Business Facilities magazine. The rankings will be in their July/August issue. This is major for Mobile –
because it not only shows our potential for future economic development, but it also is evidence we are
moving in the right direction. The article cited Airbus and Safran – two companies that will grow our
city’s economy by creating high paying jobs and lead to more opportunities.
From the article: “Mobile snared second place in the magazine’s Economic Growth Potential Ranking on
the strength of its success in landing a crown jewel of aerospace manufacturing—the North American
assembly hub for Airbus."
To see the whole article, go to businessfacilities.com/baton-rouge-named-no-1-metro-for-economicgrowth-potential-in-business-facilities-9th-annual-rankings-report/.
It's tearing the town apart': Creola council discusses options for city's future
Print
By Sally Pearsall Ericson | sericson@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on August 22, 2013 at 11:00 PM, updated August 22, 2013 at 11:12 PM
Email

View full sizeSatsuma school board member Joel Tate, left, and Creola City Council member James Ivy attended a work session Tuesday
to discuss a possible partnership between the city of Creola and the Satsuma City Schools system. (Sally Pearsall
Ericson/sericson@al.com)

CREOLA, Alabama – At the Creola City Council meeting Thursday night, two committees reported on efforts
to help define the city’s future: a partnership with Satsuma City Schools, or annexation into nearby Saraland.
“Let’s try to be respectful,” Mayor Don Nelson said at the start of the crowded meeting in the Creola City
Hall.
Nelson also introduced the newly-hired city attorney, Johnny Lane, to the audience. Three city council
members, Tonya Moss, Lee Anne Greene and James Ivy, gave a report from their meeting Tuesday night
with the Satsuma school board. “We approached them and asked if our students could attend Satsuma
schools,” Greene said.
The Satsuma school board attorney, Nash Campbell, recommended that the Creola panel consult their own
attorney about the proposed partnership, which would likely involve an arrangement for Creola property
taxes to be diverted to Satsuma. “I don’t think you can,” Lane responded, when asked if such an arrangement
would be possible. Greene said the panel believed the partnership could be achieved and would be legal. The

panel will have another meeting on Sept. 5 at 6 p.m., she said. About 100 students from Creola currently
attend Satsuma schools. The system charges a tuition fee of $850 to nonresidents, with reduced rates for
additional siblings. Nelson then reported on a meeting on Tuesday that he attended, along with John Loden
and council member Mark Howell, to discuss the details of a possible annexation with Saraland officials.
[continue reading here]
New Study Shows Adjacent Businesses Not Harmed by New Bike Lane. But…
Posted on August 15, 2013 by Larry Ehl

6

Seattle’s new Linden Avenue cycle track. Image: City of Seattle.
[Updated below with comment from report's author, see italics.]

Many people believe replacing car parking with a bike lane will hurt adjacent businesses because customers
arrive by car. That belief is not based on objective data and research. In fact emerging research shows
businesses often prosper after a bike lane replaced parking. But more studies and data are needed to inform
this debate.
That’s one reason Kyle Rowe, a University of Washington student, chose to look at the impacts of two new
bicycle facilities in Seattle. Rowe, writes about his research at the Seattle Transit Blog (“Seattle Case
Study: Economic Impacts of Bike Facilities”). His complete report, “Bikenomics,” can be found here (pdf
google doc).
“Businesses are not provided sufficient information to understand how people access their storefront,” Rowe
writes. “Partly because of the lack of data, business owners in Seattle believe that automobile parking means
more customers.” That’s true of communities across the country trying to implement a new bike facility.
Rowe studied a road diet implemented in one neighborhood, and a bike lane in another neighborhood. (He
also looked at two control neighborhood commercial districts.) In both instances, neighborhood businesses
(and some residents) opposed the projects. Rowe quotes some of the objections in the full report.
Rowe’s conclusion: replacing parking with the bicycle lanes had no negative impact on the business
districts. That’s probably the safest conclusion.
He did find, in one instance, a “400% increase in sales index after the parking was removed and the
climbing lane was installed, [but] we cannot assume that this economic success was the result of
increased bicycle access.”
Studying the economic impacts is challenging and complicated, as you might expect. Rowe acknowledged
this, noting that taxable retail sales data is not available at the individual business level, but can be
aggregated to a neighborhood business district. There were other challenges with collecting information.
[continue reading here]
The FHWA Research and Technology Agenda Website is Live: With the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st
Century Act (MAP-21) came an opportunity to create a comprehensive Federal Highway Research and Technology
Program (FHWA R&T) to address current and emerging highway challenges. This new website brings together, for
the first time, the entire portfolio of FHWA research and technology in one easily accessible location. It tells the
FHWA story – what we do and why we do it. New features will be added to the website in the coming months
that will help inform FHWA’s collective R&T agenda and showcase new R&T accomplishments. Suggestions by
staff and partners to improve this new website and keep its’ content fresh and informative are welcome.
Click HERE to view the new website
FHWA – Talking Traffic Webinar: Travel Monitoring Analysis System 2.0
Sept. 10, 2013 2:00 pm EST
Register for the Talking Traffic Webinars at: http://fhwa.adobeconnect.com/fhwatalkingtraffic/.
For the Audio Portion, please dial: 877-848-7030 Pass code: 6217068.
For more information, contact Steven Jessberger, steven.jessberger@dot.gov, or 202-366-5052.
The Federal Highway Administration (FHA) holds monthly ‘Talking Traffic’ webinars that are open to States,
MPO’s, contractors, vendors, academia and consultants. September’s webinar will focus on Travel Monitoring
Analysis System 2.0 and future updates. They are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 2 p.m. EST. For
this and future Talking Traffic webinars, we will be using the same web address, phone number, and pass code.

Transportation Research

Reasons for the Recent Decline in Young Driver Licensing in the U.S.: The Transportation Research Institute at
the University of Michigan has released a report that examines reasons why younger adults choose to delay or
forego obtaining a driver’s license, and their plans for obtaining a license in the future. Click HERE to read the full
report.
2012 Rural/Urban Comparison Traffic Safety Fact Sheet: The U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
has released a fact sheet that compares the numbers of fatal crashes in rural and urban areas. Click HERE to read
the document.

Hazardous Materials Transportation Risk Assessment - State of the Practice: The Transportation Research
Board’s (TRB) Hazardous Materials Cooperative Research Program (HMCRP) Report 12: Hazardous Materials
Transportation Risk Assessment: State of the Practice has been released. The report documents the current
practice for hazardous materials transportation risk assessment by government agencies and the private sector.
There is a need for the government sector to better understand how the private sector does risk assessments
and risk management and for the private sector to appreciate government needs in regulating hazardous
materials in transport. Click HERE to download the document or purchase the book.
Improving our Understanding of How Highway Congestion and Price Affect Travel Demand: TRB’s second
Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP 2) Report S2-C04-RW-1: Improving our Understanding of How
Highway Congestion and Price Affect Travel Demand includes mathematical descriptions of the full range of
highway user behavioral responses to congestion, travel time reliability, and pricing. The descriptions included in
the report were achieved by mining existing data sets. The report estimates a series of nine utility equations,
progressively adding variables of interest. Click HERE to read the full report.
BTS Report Notes U.S. Airline System Passengers Up From 2012: The U.S. DOT Bureau of Transportation
Statistics (BTS) reported today that U.S. airlines carried 64.8 million systemwide (domestic + international)
scheduled service passengers in May 2013, a 1.7 percent increase since May 2012. The systemwide increase was
the result of a 1.4 percent increase in the number of domestic passengers (56.5 million) and a 3.7 percent
increase in international passengers (8.2 million). To read the full report, click HERE.

