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Big News on the I-0 Mobile River Bridge: Federal transportation officials have given the go-ahead
for the Alabama Department of Transportation to begin preliminary design on the B-Prime route
for the proposed $850 million bridge over the Mobile River and widening of the Bayway toward
Baldwin County. Please see In The News. The Destination 2040 LRTP is out for public review at 43
locations around Mobile County, and online HERE. It is scheduled for adoption at the March 4 th
MPO meeting. All MPO members were mailed the full document, and TCC/CAC members were
mailed the Executive Summary, as the TCC/CAC reviewed the document in December; please see
Mobile MPO Updates. It’s Mardi Gras, and that’s Just For Fun.
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP
www.mobilempo.org
706-1CAR
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The Mobile MPO and joint TCC/CAC will meet on March 4, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in the G.M.&O.
building boardroom, 110 Beauregard St. to consider the adoption of the Mobile Area
Transportation Study Destination 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan.
Copies of the draft Destination 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan for the Mobile Area are
available for public review and input between Friday, February 13, 2015 to Friday, February 27,
2015 at the following locations:

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

South Alabama Regional Planning Comm., 110 Beauregard Street
Alabama DOT, Division Engineer, 1701 N. Beltline Hwy., Mobile
The Wave Transit System, 110 Beauregard Street
Mobile Community Action, 204 E Main St., Prichard
Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce, 451 Government Street, Mobile
All Public Libraries within the study area
All Public Housing Offices within the study area
Mobile City/County Government Complex, 9th Floor, City Clerk's Office
Prichard City Hall, Clerk's Office
Chickasaw City Hall, Clerk's Office
Saraland City Hall, Clerk's Office
Satsuma City Hall, Clerk's Office
Creola Town Hall, Clerk's Office
Bayou La Batre City Hall, Clerk’s Office
Semmes City Hall, Clerk’s Office

The document is also posted at www.mobilempo.org. Comments regarding the program are
welcome. Comment forms are included with the proposed documents at each location listed above
and are also available on the website. Written comments regarding the program are welcome prior
to that date and should be submitted to:

Monica Williamson
Transportation Planner
mwilliamson@sarpc.org
Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org
South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

Transportation Planning Coordinator
South Alabama Regional Planning Commission
P. O. Box 1665
Mobile, AL 36633-1665
(FAX 433-6009)
mats@sarpc.org
Also on the agenda at the Mobile MPO Policy Committee meeting on Wednesday, March 4, 2015
is to rebalance the STP Attributable funding schedule, and discuss adding the following items to
the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).
HSIP Funds
Construct offset left turn lanes and a WB right turn lane US98 at McCrary Road; 4/24/15;
$780,000
TAP Funds
Mobile County Commission CN of sidewalk along Burroughs Lane from Washington Blvd to
Burroughs Elementary School 4/15/2015; $15,000
Physically challenged persons who need special accommodations should contact SARPC one week in
advance so arrangements can be made to meet their needs.

Mobile MPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting
There will be a Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee meeting at the GM&O Building in the
board room on Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. This will be a bring your own, brown
bag lunch meeting. It is open to the public. The draft agenda is below. If you have anything you
would like to be included on the agenda please let us know a.s.a.p.
DRAFT AGENDA
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Call to Order
Introductions
Approve minutes of previous BPAC meeting
Discussion about Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Grants
Discussion about the Draft Mobile MPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Update
Review of road projects for bicycle and pedestrian facilities
Review of recent crash data involving cyclists and pedestrians
2015 Mobile Sports Authority Tour de Bay Ride and Cycling Criterium
Old Business
New Business
Adjourn

PUBLIC NOTICE
Certification Review of the
Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization
A Certification Review of the Mobile MPO will be conducted by the Federal Highway
Administration and Federal Transit Administration on March 4 th and 5th, 2015. A public meeting
is being held from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm in the G.M. & O. Building Boardroom. Citizens and
interested stakeholders will be allowed time to comment on the transportation planning process
as part of the certification review.

DESTINATION 2040
We have been very busy the last few weeks wrapping up the Mobile MPO Long Range
Transportation Plan, Destination 2040. The Plan is on the March 4th, 2015 MPO agenda for
adoption. The Draft Plan is available at the locations listed above.

The plan is multi-modal in scope, encompassing long-range plans for highway, public
transportation, and bicycle/pedestrian networks. Regional growth, economic development, and
accessibility within the study area along with environmental concerns necessitate that the longrange plan addresses not only improved vehicular travel but also improvements to other modes of
transportation such as bicycling and walking. Preservation of the existing transportation system
coupled with enhancement of all modal choices will contribute to the improvement of the overall
quality of life in the region. You can learn more about the plan HERE.

Non-motorized Mobility study for Downtown Mobile
We have given Toole Design Group Notice to proceed on the Non-motorized Mobility study for
Downtown Mobile. If you would like to be stakeholder, please let us know. There is going to be
plenty of time for public input as laid out in the scope of work HERE.

I-10 Mobile River Bridge
ALDOT has released the I-10 Mobile River Bridge Corridor Hearing Report Summary and it is now
available online at www.mobileriverbridge.com. This report summarizes all of the comments that
were received during the Draft Environmental Impact Statement public comment period in the Fall
of 2014. The document suggests most of the support was for the B prime route. Although we are
moving closer and closer to having a bridge, there are still several hurdles still to cross, including
funding. For more information on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge:
ALDOT’S Web Site: http://www.mobileriverbridge.com/
Build The I-10 Bridge Coalition Web Site: http://www.buildthei10bridge.com/

Projects Within Region Let February 27, 2015
Baldwin County
·

for constructing the Intersection Improvements on SR-180 at the intersection of Main Street to
include Widening from Money Bayou Drive to William Silvers Parkway. Length 0.747 mi.

Escambia County

· for the Bridge Painting on SR-113 over the CSX Railroad and on Ringold Street in Flomaton.

What’s Under Construction?

Legislative Updates
Foxx Testifies at Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Hearing
Wednesday, Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx appeared before the House Transportation &
Infrastructure (T&I) Committee to discuss the surface transportation reauthorization bill. Foxx
emphasized the need for a long-term funding solution, pleading for Congress to ‘budget for results’
and ‘set the ceiling, not the floor’ for transportation infrastructure investments. Though there was
a clear consensus that long-term funding is necessary, there was clear disparity of opinion on the
best mechanism for acquiring such funding. Suggestions ranged from raising the gas tax,
repatriation, implementing road usage fees, and making research and development funds
accessible. The full committee hearing is available for online viewing HERE.

Hahn Freight Bill
During Wednesday’s T&I Committee hearing, Representative Janice Hahn (D-CA) announced her
intention to re-introduce, now with the support of several bi-partisan co-sponsors, a bill that
would create a dedicated funding program for freight infrastructure. The bill proposes that fivepercent of import fee revenues be set aside for maintaining and improving freight infrastructure, a
mechanism which she claims could generate up to $2 billion each year. Additionally, the
Administration included a provision of $18 billion for freight over the next six-year period in its
2016 budget request.

Rail Reauthorization House Markup
Yesterday, the House T&I Committee held a full committee markup of the Passenger Rail Reform
and Investment Act (PRRIA, H.R. 749). The bill reduces Amtrak funding by 40-percent and

mandates that Amtrak carry out a business case analysis for all major procurements, among other
changes. Though amendments were proposed by both Representatives John Mica (R-FL) and
Elizabeth Esty (D-CT), they were both withdrawn amidst the overwhelming interest to push the bill
forward. It has been approved by the Committee for consideration by the House. Click HERE for a
summary of the legislation.

June Doom and Gloom for Highway Trust Fund
According to statements made by Secretary Foxx at the Wednesday T&I Committee hearing, the
U.S. Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) foresees the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) dropping
below a sustainable level in June. Assuming that current spending levels continue and that no
short-term solution is enacted prior to the May expiration of HTF’s authorization, the U.S. DOT will
have to notify states of dramatic federal funding cuts in June. The possibility of losing federal
funding due to HTF failure caused several states to preemptively remove major infrastructure
projects from their dashboards.

Piecemeal Tax Reform
Though the Administration and supporters are pushing hard to develop a passable comprehensive
tax overhaul, others like Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY) have suggested addressing certain tax
reforms separately. Such a move would allow Congress to resolve time-sensitive issues like a sixyear revenue-generating tax plan to maintain the HTF, while putting off more contentious pieces.
As the HTF expiration deadline nears, time may force the Administration to consider a repatriation
tax separately.

Foxx's Reauthorization Bus Tour
Thursday, Secretary Foxx announced a bus tour to promote the Administration's transportation
authorization proposal, the GROW AMERICA Act. The bus tour begins February 17 and includes
stops in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, and Washington, D.C. “Congress
continues to pass short-term measures with flat funding that falls short of meeting our country’s
needs,” Foxx said in a statement. “I am once again taking my message directly to the American
people because they know that Band-Aid funding measures don’t build bridges; they don’t create
jobs; and they don’t help us compete in the 21st Century. We need to put our country back to
work with a long-term funding plan.” Click HERE for a summary of the GROW AMERICA Act,
and HERE to follow Secretary Foxx's bus tour.

Funding Opportunities
FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program –TAP FUNDS
Deadline: May 1, 2015
Only cities and counties can apply for TAP funds, and your jurisdiction will determine your
application for TAP Funds. If you are in the Mobile Urbanized Area, you are eligible for the
Urban Area TAP Funds available through the Mobile MPO at South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission. If you are outside of the Mobile Urbanized Area you will apply to
ADLOT for TAP funds (see below). The applications, guidelines and funding limits between
the STATE TAP and the URBAN TAP are slightly different. Please be aware, and if there are
any question please do not hesitate to call us. The federal guidance on TAP funs is here:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/guidance/guidetap.cfm

MOBILE URBANIZED TAP FUNDS
The Mobile MPO announces the availability of the FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives
Program (TAP) funding. The maximum amount that can be applied for with Mobile Urbanized
TAP funds is $200,000 (federal). The TAP provides funding for programs and projects defined
as transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities,
infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced
mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail
program projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for planning, designing, or
constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former Interstate
System routes or other divided highways. The Applications, the Instructions and Guidelines,
and a sample ranting form for the Mobile Urban Area TAP Funds were emailed and mailed

out to all MPO member governments last week. These documents are available on our
website as well HERE.

ALDOT TAP FUNDS
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) announced application availability for
the FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding. The TAP provides funding for
programs and projects defined as transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to
public transportation and enhanced mobility, community improvement activities, and
environmental mitigation; recreational trail program projects; safe routes to school projects;
and projects for planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely
in the right-of-way of former Interstate System routes or other divided highways. ALDOT TAP
Funding applications can only come from ALDOT [HERE].

SHRP2 Implementation Assistance Program Funding Available
Applications due: February 13
As part of the second Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP2), AASHTO and the Federal
Highway Administration recently announced that the application process for the fifth round of
the SHRP2 Implementation Assistance Program (IAP) is now open. MPOs, local governments, and
tribal agencies are able to apply for implementation assistance. Click HERE for more information
about what projects can be funded and how to apply. If you would like additional information or
have questions about the Planning Process Bundle, contact Spencer Stevens at (202) 366-0149
or via email at GoSHRP2@dot.gov.

The Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium Funding Opportunity
The Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium is accepting pre-proposals for one- to two-year
innovative research projects that address one of these coastal issues: Healthy Coastal Ecosystems,
Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture or Resilient Communities and Economies. Funding requests
of no more than $75,000 per year are recommended and the deadline is Feb. 20, 2015. For more
information, please click here.

HUD $1 Billion National Disaster Resilience Competition
Application Deadline: March 2015
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) recently launched a National Disaster
Resilience Competition, which makes $1 billion available to communities that have been struck by
natural disasters in recent years. The competition promotes risk assessment and planning, and will
fund the implementation of innovative resilience projects to better prepare communities for future
storms and other extreme events. Representatives from eligible communities will have the
opportunity to attend Rockefeller-supported Resilience Academies across the country to
strengthen their funding proposals. Click HERE to apply.

Incentive Opportunities
As the third round of the Every Day Counts initiative moves into high gear, the Federal Highway
Administration is offering incentives and technical assistance to help the highway community
mainstream innovations.
Fiscal year 2015 assistance is now available from the State Transportation Innovation Council
Incentive program. The program provides resources—technical assistance and funds—to help STICs
make innovations standard practice. States can get up to $100,000 a year for activities such as
implementing system process changes, organizing peer exchanges and developing guidance and
specifications. Contact the state FHWA Division Office or Mary Huie at (202) 366-3039 for
information .
The Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program continues to accept applications
through Grants.gov. Incentive funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects using
innovation on any aspect of highway transportation, including planning, financing, environment,
design, construction, materials, pavements, structures and operations. See the AID Demonstration
Web page or contact Ewa Flom at (202) 366-2169 for details.
Section 1304 of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act allows an increase in the

federal funding share of up to 5 percent on eligible projects that use innovations.

Just For Fun
Happy Mardi Gras! Laissez les bons temps rouler
The weather forecast looks pretty good this weekend; it’s a good weekend for a Mardi Gras!
However, if you feel like watching the parades from your cozy house, here are some live cams
from downtown Mobile that you can watch as the parades go by. Just don’t throw moon pies…
http://www.cityofmobile.org/webcam/index2.html
http://www.cityofmobile.org/webcam/index.html

Here is an interactive parade route map for his weekend.
http://milam.cartodb.com/viz/c6254550-b277-11e4-b212-0e0c41326911/public_map

In the News
Fast-track design phase on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge project viewed as 'enormous step
forward'

By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on February 12, 2015 at 11:09 AM

Federal transportation officials have given the go-ahead for the Alabama Department of
Transportation to begin preliminary design on the B-Prime route for the proposed $850 million
bridge over the Mobile River and widening of the Bayway toward Baldwin County.
The announcement was made through a news release issued by ALDOT Thursday with comments
from Gov. Robert Bentley, who said the state is moving forward with the design of a route that is
preferred by an overwhelming majority of supporters.
"The Mobile River Bridge is important to Alabama and the entire Southern U.S. region," said
Bentley, who was in Mobile on Feb. 3 announcing that he wanted to clear the project's
regulatory hurdles quickly.

"This bridge will be vital to increasing the capacity of I-10 and reducing the congestion in the
tunnels near Mobile," he added. "Today's news is an important step forward in this project."
A 'step forward'
According to ALDOT officials and bridge supporters, the announcement represents a key step in
moving the project forward by allowing state officials to seek a design consultant ahead of
projections.
"By starting the design now, it could eliminate a year or better of time to get us to the point
where funding is the only true issue," Vince Calametti, ALDOT's Southwest Region engineer, said.
Continuing reading HERE

Would you ride a beach trolley? Orange Beach teams up with Florida county for feasibility study

By Marc D. Anderson | manderson@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on February 11, 2015 at 6:27 PM, updated February 11, 2015 at 6:42 PM

Fueled by $86,000 in federal urban transit funds, Orange Beach has agreed to support a study
looking at the feasibility of a seasonal beach trolley system that would link up coastal communities
in Alabama and Florida.
The city is part of the Pensacola, Florida-Alabama Urbanized Area and Escambia County, Fla., will
administer the funds that are designated for transportation-related planning with no local, out-ofpocket costs. The Baldwin County Commission as well as the Gulf Shores City Council have also
pledged their support.
The transit study will look at the feasibility of establishing a seasonal beach trolley loop connecting
the Alabama-Florida state line with Gulf Shores along the beach highway.
Orange Beach City Planner Griffin Powell said the initiative has been coordinated with the Baldwin
County Rural Transportation System, Gulf Shores, Escambia County Area Transit and the West
Florida Regional Planning Council.
Eastern Shore communities waiting on ALDOT before decision is made on new traffic light
technology

By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on February 11, 2015 at 12:19 PM

City and county officials in the Eastern Shore are hoping that the Alabama Department of
Transportation is willing to contribute half of the costs toward a new traffic signal program aimed
as moving vehicles more efficiently through congested roads in Daphne, Spanish Fort and Fairhope.
The Eastern Shore Metropolitan Planning Organization's policy committee -- which consists of
mayors, council members and Baldwin County Commissioners - unanimously approved a report by
Sain Associates analyzing the potential of adding "adaptive traffic signal technology" at several
heavily traveled intersections.
Under the program, traffic lights will be programmed based on traffic volumes and interlinked
through a Southern Light fiber optic network.
The project's first phase includes adding the new technology at some of the busiest roads in
Baldwin County: 19 intersections along U.S. 98 in the Daphne/Spanish Fort area, 12 intersections
on Ala. 181 in Daphne and Spanish Fort and 10 intersections at U.S. 98 in Fairhope.
The total cost for all 41 intersections is $3.6 million, of which, the Eastern Shore MPO wants
ALDOT to split. Continuing Reading HERE

In the News
MOBILE TO HOST USA CYCLING CRITERIUM AND CENTURY RIDE
MOBILE, Ala. – The Mobile Sports Authority, along with the City and County of Mobile, USA
Cycling, Team Share the Road, the Mobile Bay CVB, and Little Red Hen Productions, is pleased to
announce the 2015 Mobile Sports Authority (MSA) Tour de Bay coming to downtown Mobile,
Alabama, May 2-3, 2015. The two-day, first-time event will feature a criterium championship along
with a 62-mile Century Ride.
“We are very excited to be hosting the first MSA Tour de Bay in Mobile,” said Danny Corte,
Executive Director of the Mobile Sports Authority. “The sport of cycling has been growing at a
healthy pace in the Mobile area and we hope that by starting our own criterium and fun ride, this
event will help to grow the sport even more in our area.”
Saturday’s main event will serve as the 2015 USA Cycling Alabama State Criterium Championships.
The criterium, a short course road race, will feature a 6/10 mile track running through the
entertainment district of downtown Mobile. Races kick off at 8 a.m. with the races being staged
out of Bienville Square.
“This will be a unique event that showcases Mobile and the entertainment possibilities in the
area,” said Stuart Lamp, Southeast Business Development Manager for USA Cycling. “USA Cycling is
excited to assist in this effort and help showcase Mobile as a destination for individuals who race
and ride bicycles.”
Cycling continues Sunday with a Century Ride through Mobile County. Through the joint effort with
Team Share the Road, the family-friendly bike ride will begin and end at Bienville Square and will
feature three distance options: 8 miles, 22 miles, or 62 miles.
Team Share the Road Vice President Deena Tyler added, “Team Share the Road is proud to be a
sponsor of this event and is excited to highlight what the Mobile area offers to the sport of
cycling. We look forward to hosting all of the pro and amateur cyclists coming to the Port City.”
Registration for both Saturday and Sunday events can be found at:
www.usacycling.org/register/2015-541
Links available for the map of each course:
Criterium – http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/607550742
Century Ride - http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/587682516

Seven communities in the southwest region of the state join Main Street Alabama
By Michael

Finch II Mobile Press Register

A campaign to turn downtowns into the economic engines they once were has reached another 7
locales in southwest Alabama. The communities of Atmore, Brewton, Butler, Evergreen, Grove Hill,
Jackson and Thomasville recently joined the community revitalization program Main Street
Alabama.
The economic development program is partnering with the Coastal Gateway Regional Economic
Development Alliance, a regional partnership between Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Escambia, and
Monroe counties as well as the Poarch Band of Creek Indians.
"We are particularly excited about our growth in the Coastal Gateway region," Mary Helmer,
president and state coordinator of Main Street Alabama, said in a news release. "Main Street
programs have a catalytic effect and the establishment of Monroeville's designated program just
nine months ago has yielded tremendous interest from these surrounding communities."
Each community was able to join because of a donation from Alabama Power. The cost of a
services ranges from $125 up to $5,000, according to the organization's website.
In addition to individual Main Street Alabama visits to each community, Coastal Gateway will also

host two workshops annually, one in the spring and one in the fall. Main Street Alabama will
provide training, sharing of best practices adopted by Monroeville, as the first designated Main
Street community in the region, and then by each of the seven communities affiliated with the
program.
Helmer said she anticipates the example may prompt other communities to join.
"The leadership of the Coastal Gateway Economic Development Alliance recognized the
opportunity to grow revitalization programs in the area, coordinated the community efforts and
secured funding to make this regional program a reality," she said. "We anticipate the leadership
from this organization will be emulated to grow other regional programs."
Main Street Alabama started in 2009, but its origins in the state date back to the 1980s when a
similar program was run by the Alabama Historical Commission. The program ceased operations in
2003 due to budget cuts until it was restarted years later.
"Coastal Gateway believes that the courthouse squares and downtowns are the hearts and souls of
our communities," said John Johnson, executive director of Coastal Gateway Economic
Development Alliance. "And we believe that Main Street Alabama is a tremendous resource for
revitalization."

Transportation Research
U.S. DOT Unveils 30-Year Transportation Report:
Earlier this week, U.S. DOT released a draft report, Beyond Traffic 2045, a long-term view of the
nation’s transportation system and how it will meet the nation’s needs and goals. The report stops
short of making specific policy recommendations, and instead examines demographic trends and
their impact on people and freight movement. A final report will be released later this year. Click
HERE to read the report, and HERE to provide feedback on this draft.

Creating Smart Paths for Connected Cities
February 26, 10:30AM – 12:00PM ET
This webinar is intended to inform participants about the new Connected Cities Research Program,
a project of U.S. DOT’s Intelligent Transportation Systems Joint Program Office (ITS JPO). The
webinar follows the release of the ITS JPO white paper, The Smart/Connected City and Its
Implications for Connected Transportation, which provides a foundation for the discussion.
Click HERE to register.

Bicycle Safety Guide and Countermeasure Selection System (BIKESAFE) Webinar
Thursday, February 19, 2015
2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Eastern Time
FHWA recently completed its update to the Bicycle Safety Guide and Countermeasure Selection
System, commonly known as BIKESAFE, to reflect the latest research and best practices
surrounding designs for bicycle safety.
This free webinar highlights many of BIKESAFE's newest features and innovative countermeasures.
Presenters will discuss how practitioners can use BIKESAFE to analyze crashes and implement new
treatments as well as how to identify options to improve bicycle safety. Furthermore, presenters
will discuss many of the 46 proven engineering countermeasures detailed within BIKESAFE and
how communities have successfully implemented them.
Finally, presenters will briefly touch on BIKESAFE's pedestrian counterpart, the Pedestrian Safety
Guide and Countermeasure Selection System.
Presenters include:
Tamara Redmon, FHWA Office of Safety
Carl Sundstrom, UNC Highway Safety Research Center
Dan Nabors, Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.
Peter Lagerwey, Toole Design Group

To access BIKESAFE or PEDSAFE, go to: http://www.pedbikesafe.org/

Webinar Series: Building a Climate Resilient Transportation System
Weekly, continuing February 17th
In this webinar series, practitioners will share information, results and lessons learned through
recent work by FHWA/US DOT and State and MPO partners to make the transportation system
more resilient to climate change and extreme weather events. The first track focuses on the
processes used in the Gulf Coast Study, Phase 2 (Mobile) and transferable methods developed for
other agencies to assess the vulnerability of transportation infrastructure. The second track focuses
on FHWA’s recently completed Climate Resilience Pilot program, which supported 19 pilot projects
around the country to assess vulnerabilities and develop strategies to make transportation
infrastructure and operations more resilient to climate change and extreme weather events.
FHWA Tools: Assessing Vulnerability with VAST (Tuesday, Feb 17, 2-3:30 pm) This webinar will
focus on using the Vulnerability Assessment Scoring Tool (VAST) to assess vulnerability to climate
change and extreme weather events, including example applications of the tool.
Gulf Coast 2 assessment of Vulnerability
Overview of the Vulnerability Assessment Scoring Tool (VAST)
Applying VAST in Maryland
To register for this webinar, please click on this link
FHWA Tools: Developing Scenarios of Future Environmental Conditions (Tuesday, Feb 24, 23:30) This webinar will discuss methods for developing climate change projections and information
for transportation decision making, the CMIP Climate Data Processing tool, and example
applications of the CMIP tool.
Temperature and precipitation projections for transportation practitioners
Sea level rise and storm surge development in Gulf Coast 2
Introduction to the CMIP Climate Data Processing Tool
Examples application of the CMIP tool by a DOT or MPO
To register for this webinar, please click on this link
FHWA Tools: Engineering Roads and Other Transportation Assets to be Resilient to Climate
Change (Tuesday, March 3, 2-3:30) This webinar will focus on methods for analyzing facility level
vulnerability and adaptation options, as well as examples of these kinds of analyses from the Gulf
Coast 2 study and others.
FHWA Tools: Developing Future Sea Level Rise and Storm Surge Scenarios (Tuesday, March 10,
2-3:30) This webinar will focus on methods for analyzing vulnerability to sea level rise and coastal
storms.
Registration and other information for the webinars starting in March will soon be posted on the
FHWA climate change website HERE and on the NHI Web Conferencing Event Calendar HERE

U.S. Census Bureau Re-Releases 2013 ACS 1-year and 2011-2013 ACS 3-year Public
Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files
Today the U.S. Census Bureau re-released its 2013 ACS 1-year and 2011-2013 ACS 3-year PUMS
files. An error was discovered that affects the variable MV (When the householder moved into this
house or apartment) in the ACS PUMS files for data years 2006 through 2013.
The 2013 ACS 1-year and 2011-2013 ACS 3-year PUMS contained these errors when first released
in 2014, but they were corrected in February 2015.
An Errata Note (#97) detailing all of the errors, as well as the Re-Released files are now available.
The updated PUMS files, as well as supporting documentation for the data is also available on the
PUMS Documentation page.
The ACS provides reliable statistics that are used to make informed decisions about the future.
These statistics are required by all levels of government to manage or evaluate a wide range of
programs, but are also useful for research, business, education, journalism, and advocacy. If you

have questions about this survey, please call the Customer Services Center on 1 (800) 923-8282.

