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· MOBILE MPO UPDATES

There is a Mobile MPO Policy Committee meeting on ASH WEDNESDAY at 2:00PM. Also the Mobile MPO TCC/CAC will meet on January 31 st at
10:00 am. Please see Mobile MPO Updates. The infrastructure plan is the hot topic in Legislative Updates. This week’s Just For Fun is alarming, and
there is a Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service tomorrow in Mobile – See in the News. Stay Warm!

· PROJECTS LET JANUARY

Have a great weekend!
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Check out ALGO Traffic before you travel!
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP

www.mobilempo.org

check us out on FACEBOOK

Mobile MPO Updates
MOBILE MPO Meeting 2/14/2018 at 2:00PM
Safety Performance Measures
The Mobile MPO, and the Eastern Shore MPO, will have to adopt Safety Performance Measures by February 27 th , 2018. The Alabama Department
of Transportation has already developed performance measures for the State of Alabama, and the MPO has the option of supporting the state’s
Safety Performance Measures or adopting their own. The performance measures are baselines and targets for:
Number of Fatalities
Fatality rate (VMT)
Number of Serious Injuries
Serious Injury rate (VMT)
Number of Bicycle/Pedestrian injuries

All of the federally funded transportation projects must work towards the goals set by the MPO, and the State of Alabama. These will be discussed
2016-2019 Transportation and adopted at the upcoming TCC/CAC and MPO Policy board meetings. Also, project 100060153 ( CN ) SR-158 Extension from 0.5 Mile East of
Improvement Program
Glenwood Road to West of Lott Road (SR-217). Grade Drain, Base, Pave has a new cost estimate from $17,721,177 to $30,005,229 that requires a
Origin Destination Study
MPO resolution. This cost estimate increase is a result of creative shifting of federal funds within ALDOT.
Using Cell Phones

If you cannot attend these meetings, please be sure MPO staff has a proxy for you.
Contact Us

http://www.mobilempo.org US 45 Feasibility Study
transportation@sarpc.org
There were six submittals for the US 45 Feasibility Study last month The Consultant Selection Committee reviewed the six firms RFQ’s, and graded

them according. The three firms that were shortlisted by the Consultant Selection Committee were, Burk-Kleinpeter, Neel–Schaffer and Volkert.
Kevin Harrison, PTP
Presentations and interviews are taking place today, and we will get stared with the firm that is selected as soon as possible on this important
Director of Transportation project. We will keep you posted.
kharrison@sarpc.org

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
Tom Piper
Senior Transportation
Planner
tpiper@sarpc.org

Monica Williamson
Transportation Planner
mwilliamson@sarpc.org

The TIP represents a four year program (2016-2019) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile study area
as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area Destination 2040. The
LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study area. LRTP projects that become
funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), where they are programmed into the State
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based on priorities established by MPO member
governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable program. For other projects, ALDOT has discretion of
project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding categories. Most often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP.
The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for transportation improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out.

Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org

South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

2016-2019 E-TIP HERE

Comprehensive, Cooperative, and Continuing Agreement Concerning Mobile’s Transportation Planning Process
The Mobile MPO 3-C Agreement has been finalized and executed. HERE

Mobile MPO 101
Here are a couple of great videos that were produced by our counterpart in Birmingham (Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham).
The videos are a summary of the MPO planning process and are below:

Funding a Project with an MPO: https://vimeo.com/210829210

Inside an MPO: https://vimeo.com/210825997

HERE are the slides and presentations of the Mobile MPO 101 training.
Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
For further information please contact your local ALDOT Region Office or the ALDOT Local Planning Office at 334-242-6517
The target start date or project engineers estimated amount has changed for the following :
Project : 100066180 ( FM )
Federal aid number : STPAA 0163 (503)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : RESURFACING ON SR-163 FROM NORTH I-10 BRIDGE ABUTMENT TO SR-16 (US-90)
Old Engineers Estimate : $1,697,101.00
New Engineers Estimate : $1,276,069.98

Projects Within Region Let January 26, 2018

ESCAMBIA COUNTY
·

None at this time

MOBILE COUNTY
· For constructing the Roadway Extension (Grading, Drainage, Pavement, and Bridge) on SR-158 from a point east of SR-217 (Lott Road) to the
junction of Schillinger Road in Semmes. Length 1.544 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $17,475,217 to $21,358,599 .

BALDWIN COUNTY
·

None at this time

What’s Under Construction?
Project Status

Legislative Updates
Bipartisan Program Solvers Caucus: Building America’s Infrastructure
The Congressional Problem Solvers Caucus – a bipartisan group of 48 House members – is committed to fostering cooperation to solve some of the
nation’s vexing problems. The eight members of its Infrastructure Working Group were tasked with finding consensus on policy solutions to improve
infrastructure. Their recent report covers surface transportation, ports, water, energy, broadband, and aviation with a problem statement and
solutions for each. The report calls for a gas tax increase even though many members of the caucus are against it. Other funding solutions include
incentivizing public private partnerships and maintaining the tax-exempt status for municipal and private activity bonds.

Infrastructure Plan Promised Soon
The Trump Administration’s infrastructure plan release date has been pushed back yet again, and is now expected in the days surrounding the State
of Union address – to be delivered on January 30 – according to Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman John Barrasso (R-WY).
Senator Barrasso and other committee members met with administration officials this week to discuss the permitting process and the proposal in
general. The White House maintains that no date has been set.
Meanwhile, House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Bill Shuster (R-PA) says that he plans to put his effort into passing an
infrastructure package rather than running for reelection this year. This sentiment is encouraging and may help push a plan along. He also plans to
focus on self-driving truck legislation.

Funding Opportunities
The Road to Zero Coalition’s 2018 Safe System Innovation Grant
The deadline to submit is Jan 26, 2018. Target applicants are locals who will implement the activities and treatments in the list of Proven Safety
Countermeasures.
Click here 2018 grants applications
The Road to Zero Grant Program:
The focus of the Road to Zero Grant Program is to support the implementation of innovative evidence-based highway safety countermeasures.
Proposals shall cite the evidence of effectiveness of the selected countermeasure and describe the innovative implementation approach.
Proposed projects that link behavioral, roadway and/or vehicle elements will be given special consideration (e.g., incorporating roadway or
vehicle strategies to change safety behaviors).
Proposed projects shall have measurable objectives and generalizable results. Projects shall demonstrate innovative approaches that could be
replicated in other locations.
There is no limit on the number of grant proposals an organization can submit.
Proposals from past awarded Road to Zero grants are eligible acceptable but they must include new elements to be considered. For example,
an additional innovation to the project is eligible but a continuation of the past project is not eligible to be considered for funding.
Eligibility
Applicants must be a Road to Zero Coalition Member.( There is no charge for membership.)
Applicant must be a non-profit organization such as a 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4) or 501(c)(6).
State, local and municipal Governments Governors' safety offices, state and local departments of transportation, universities, law
enforcement, public health, etc. are eligible to apply.
Proposed programs must operate within the United States.

FHWA Offers New Funding for Innovative Demonstration Projects
New funding is available from the Federal Highway Administration’s Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program to encourage the
transportation community to adopt proven innovations. Funding or the AID Demonstration program, launched in 2014 as part of the Moving Ahead
for Progress in the 21st Century Act, was continued by the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act. Since AID Demonstration was
introduced, FHWA has provided more than $43 million for 61 awards.
Under the program, funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects that use proven innovations in any project phase, including planning,
financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment and construction. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis through
Grants.gov, the federal government’s website for information on funding opportunities. For more information on the AID Demonstration program,
contact Ewa Flom of the FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation.
The FHWA continues the Accelerated Innovation Deployment (AID) Demonstration authorized within the Technology and Innovation Deployment

Program (TIDP) under the Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. The AID Demonstration provides incentive funding for any project
activities eligible for assistance under title 23, U.S.C. in any phase of a highway transportation project between project planning and project delivery
including planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment, and construction that address the TIDP goals. The Notice of
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) published on September 1, 2016 (https://federalregister.gov/a/2016-21063) requests grant applications and provides
selection criteria, application requirements, and technical assistance with Grants.gov during the grant solicitation period.
Link to Additional Information:

FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation Grants page

Industrial Access Road and Bridge
Industrial access funds are intended to provide adequate public access to new or expanding distribution, manufacturing and industrial firms. The
industry must be committed to new investment and the creation of new jobs. The new access must be on public right of way for public use (state,
city or county) and the project sponsor (city or county) must maintain the completed facility unless the facility consists of turn lanes, crossovers,
etc., that are located on state highways. Industrial access funds are limited to construction, construction engineering and inspection costs. The
project sponsor is responsible for all preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation costs.
Prior to the date the qualifying (new or expanding) project is “placed in service,” the sponsoring entity or its local development agency must notify
the Alabama Department of Commerce of its intent to claim the incentives under Section 41-9-202.1, Code of Alabama 1975. Effective October 9,
2008, the Industrial Access Road and Bridge Corporation application submittal should include the notification acknowledgment letter from the
Secretary of Commerce. For more info, see HERE
To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available click HERE or type www.grants.gov in your browser.

Just For Fun
Alabama drops in heart health rankings after Monday night's game
Following what experts are calling a "widespread traumatic stress event" experienced by hundreds of thousands of Alabamians simultaneously
Monday night, the Center for Disease Control has officially moved Alabama down three spots to become the worst state in the country for heart
health.
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention's Division for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention traditionally waits until their annual report to
update their national heart health rankings, but officials could not ignore the estimated 43,000 Alabamians who reported to their local emergency
room complaining of chest pain, shortness of breath, and inability to stop cursing last night.
"We've never seen anything like this. Well, except for the Auburn game two months ago. Then there's the Clemson and Ole Miss game from last
year. And then Clemson and Ole Miss again the year before that. Honestly, it's a miracle there are any Alabama fans still alive," explained Anthony
Holieway, health communications specialist for the CDC. "Luckily, they'll have the next several months to recover, unless they start rooting for the
Falcons."
Hospitals across the state were flooded late Monday night with Alabamians who were either suffering the symptoms of a heart attack or had
broken their hand after punching something during one of the game's missed field goals. Leroy Sides, a lifelong Crimson Tide fan, was one of at
least two hundred people who reported to Walker Baptist Medical Center following the game.
"I started feeling it during the first quarter, but I wasn't about to stop watching the game. Then I started hallucinating and really believed that we
needed Lane Kiffin back," recalled Sides. "That's when I knew something was wrong."
In addition to the concern for Alabama's hearts, health officials are also bracing for a possible "baby boom" in exactly nine months. The Alabama
Department of Public Health has reportedly ordered extra birth certificate forms in anticipation of the event and staff are already taking bets on
how many different spellings of "Tua" they'll see.

In case you missed the College Football Playoff National Championship, WATCH this recap with commentary
from a Bama fan.

In the News
Martin Luther King Jr,. Day of Service at Tricentennial Park
Tomorrow at 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Tricentennial Park 2121 Lake Dr, Mobile, AL 36617
Come join the Clean Water Future Team for a day of service on Saturday, January 13, 2018. Registration starts at 8:30, cleanup from 9:00 to 11:00,
with lunch and special guest speakers concluding the event from 11:00 to 11:30. Below is a detailed schedule of events:
8:30 - 9:00: Volunteers will register, sign waivers, and get assigned to different locations while enjoying refreshments. U.S. Representative Bradley
Byrne, David Edwards from People United To Advance The Dream - Mobile, and Marty O'Malley from L'Arche Mobile will give brief speeches to kick
off the event.
9:00 - 11:00: Volunteers will report to assigned locations and pick up litter.
11:00 - 11:30: Following the cleanup, Mayor Sandy Stimpson will speak on the importance of giving back to our community and honoring Dr. King.,
along with Mobile City Council Member Fred Richardson and Emcees Kelly and Karlos Finley. During this time, Dew Drop hot dogs, chips, and
waters will be given to volunteers.
Important to Know: There will be different cleanup locations along Three Mile Creek and One Mile Creek, but all volunteers should meet at
Tricentennial Park before being assigned to a respective location. This cleanup will take place both on land and water so if you have a canoe or
kayak, please bring it! Volunteers should dress comfortably in warm clothing that you do not mind getting a little wet or dirty (Keep in mind, due to
the rain we have received this week, some cleanup areas may be wet and muddy).

Sign up HERE today: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dr-martin-luther-king-jr-day-of-service-cleanup-tickets-41342564724

25 Alabama cities with the longest commutes
How long does it take you to get to work?

Commuting times vary
The average Alabamian spends 24.5 minutes per day traveling one way to work, according to data from the U.S. Census Bureau. In
some places, however, the commute can be much longer. Here’s a look at the 25 Alabama places where workers face the longest
commutes. A note on the data: Only cities with populations of 5,000 or more are included.

Pell City

25. Prichard
Mobile County
Commute time - 25.5 minutes
24. Pell City
St. Clair County
Commute time - 25.8 minutes

City of Glencoe

23. Glencoe
Calhoun/Etowah County
Commute time - 26.1 minutes
22. Wetumpka
Etowah County
Commute time - 26.2 minutes

21. Hueytown
Jefferson County
Commute time - 26. 3 minutes
20. Arab
Marshall/Cullman counties
Commute time - 26.5 minutes

City of Spanish Fort

19. Spanish Fort
Baldwin County
Commute time - 26.6 minutes

18. Lincoln
Talladega County
Commute time - 26.8 minutes

17. Satsuma
Mobile County
Commute time - 27 minutes
16. Pelham
Shelby County
Commute time - 27 minutes

Photo by Jimmy Emerson

15. Hamilton
Marion County
Commute time - 27.3 minutes
14. Center Point
Jefferson County
Commute time - 27.3 minutes

13. Robertsdale
Baldwin County
Commute time - 27.4 minutes

12. Daphne
Baldwin County
Commute time - 27.6 minutes

11. Trussville
Jefferson County
Commute time - 27.7 minutes
10. Moody
St. Clair County
Commute time - 28 minutes

Wikipedia

9. Pleasant Grove
Jefferson County
Commute time - 28.1 minutes
8. Oneonta
Blount County
Commute time - 28.7 minutes

Photo by Patrix33coa

7. Alabaster
Shelby County
Commute time - 28.9 minutes
6. Clay
Jefferson County
Commute time - 29 minutes

5. Chelsea
Shelby County
Commute time - 31 minutes
4. Helena
Shelby County
Commute time - 31.2 minutes
3. Pinson
Jefferson County
Commute time - 31.3 minutes

2. Clanton
Chilton County
Commute time - 32.6 minutes

1. Calera
Shelby County
Commute time - 33.6 minutes
The longest commute in Alabama...
The dubious honor of the longest commute in Alabama goes to the tiny town of Needham in Choctaw County. The average commute for
people living there is 44.3 minutes.

Bipartisan group of lawmakers offers ideas for infrastructure plan
BY MALLORY SHELBOURNE

The congressional Problem Solvers Caucus on Wednesday released a bipartisan report detailing policy suggestions for a future infrastructure plan.
The report, released by the caucus’s Infrastructure Working Group, proposes solutions on how to modernize U.S. infrastructure while maintaining
environmental protections and bolstering the national security.
“Unfortunately, due to years of underinvestment and deferred maintenance, America is no longer keeping pace and continues to fall behind other
countries,” the report says. “By some estimates, the funding gap may be as high as $2 trillion by 2025 across all sectors of American infrastructure.”
Among the suggestions in the report is creating “a rural liaison” for various federal agencies to help those areas seek funding. It also suggests that
projects financed by the federal government should take a “Buy America” approach to make sure U.S. goods like steel and iron are used.
“America was a great country because we did great and big things,” Rep. Elizabeth Esty (D-Conn.), a co-author of the report, said during its
unveiling.
Esty, a member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, pointed to the recent water main break at New York’s John F. Kennedy
airport that caused flooding in the facility and delayed flights as an example of the country’s crumbling infrastructure.
“That’s become all too often what we see in America right now,” she said. “It’s frustrating. It’s expensive. And we can fix it.”
The group's report comes as the Trump administration’s forthcoming infrastructure package appears to be stalling.
The administration previously vowed to produce “detailed legislative principles” for an infrastructure package this month, but the White House said
Tuesday that a plan may not come until February, after President Trump delivers his State of the Union address.
Lawmakers are seeking to push infrastructure as a point of rare bipartisan agreement between Democrats and Republicans at a time of heightened
tensions after the passage of the Trump tax-cut bill.
Rep. John Katko (R-N.Y.), another co-author of the Problem Solvers's report, said the group met with the Trump administration “many times” as it
worked on the report.
“They are excited about this. They are supportive and they’re happy that we’re leading on getting the rollout going and showing that there’s
bipartisan support," he said.
Katko said he believes GOP leadership is also happy with the report, noting he recently mentioned it to Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.).
One potential hurdle for lawmakers is a proposed gas tax hike that has been floated as a means to fund the package. The White House had
been eyeing the tax to pay for the plan, but it is deeply unpopular among GOP lawmakers.
Katko on Wednesday dismissed claims their proposal supports an increase to the gas tax. He argued the report simply pushes for ways to provide
full funding of the Highway Trust Fund.
The new report proposes “an immediate or phased in modernization of the federal gasoline user fee” in order to finance the Highway Trust Fund. It
also proposes a yearly registration fee for hybrid electric and entirely electric vehicles.
Katko noted that some vehicles do not pay any gas tax.
“No one in this room is saying, advocating — or it’s certainly not the position of the Problem Solvers Caucus to say that this is a gas tax increase,”
Katko said. “It’s not.”

Groups Urge Infrastructure Plan That Maintains, Strengthens Current Investment System
A large coalition of national trade associations, all of which are stakeholders in infrastructure investment, called on Congress to pass a plan that
increases direct federal project spending and encourages participation by states and private investors "without shifting federal responsibilities."
In a Jan. 3 letter to congressional leaders that was also sent to the office of every member of Congress, more than 150 groups signed on including
the National Association of Manufacturers, American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, American Public Transportation
Association and the National League of Cities.
"Passing a comprehensive package that transforms U.S. infrastructure systems beyond the status quo is necessary to maintain U.S. economic
competitiveness," they wrote. "We urge you to work across the aisle to develop a proposal that ensures U.S. infrastructure is second to none."
Signers included groups representing engineers, bicyclists, tour groups, rail passengers, contractors and construction material suppliers, toll
facilities, seaports and barging companies.
It also included many that depend on a well-functioning transportation system to bring factory inputs or distribute commodities and products.
Among them were the National Retail Federation, American Wood Council, International Bottled Water Association and groups for bakers, corn
growers, oilseed processors and home furnishers.
News reports have described the yet-to-come White House plan on infrastructure investment as one that would propose $200 billion of additional
direct federal spending over 10 years to leverage $1 trillion in total project investment that includes contributions from private investors plus state
and local governments.
That would contrast with how the Highway Trust Fund currently distributes funds to states. The federal program generally covers 80 percent of the
cost of qualified capital projects on federal-aid roads and bridges, leaving state and local partners to come up with 20 percent.
But more broadly, since states and local governments pay ongoing maintenance and repair of their road networks as well as directly paying for
many new projects, those partners shoulder about three-fourths of total U.S. road and bridge spending while federal programs cover the
remainder.
In addition, President Trump's plan would reportedly try to cover at least some of the direct federal cost by cutting other domestic programs, which
could undermine support among lawmakers to defend those programs.

Many transportation stakeholders had also urged the president and Congress to take advantage of the tax reform process to generate new funds
for infrastructure generally and to bolster the HTF in particular, but policymakers left those issues untouched by the tax bill.
In their letter, the associations said any plan Congress passes should fix "chronic challenges" and recurring shortages "in key federal infrastructure
accounts such as the Highway Trust Fund."
They also took aim at reports that the administration plan could actually weaken the federal role in infrastructure investment. That could happen if
the administration uses some of the additional federal dollars to reward projects that provide a large non-federal cost share, rather than disburse
the funds by long-established formula so state departments of transportation and other agencies could apply money where most needed.
The groups said they want Congress to pass a plan that "encourages active participation among all levels of government and between the public
and private sectors without shifting federal responsibilities because no single partner can deliver a well-functioning, national U.S. infrastructure
network driven by a long-term vision and funding stability."
The associations said a new infrastructure investment package could "improve the safety, reliability and efficiency of our nation's infrastructure."
And they said the need is widespread. "Substantial and long-term investments in all kinds of infrastructure are needed to expand our economy,
grow jobs and compete globally."
They also urged lawmakers to pass a plan that "complements and strengthens" existing project finance tools such as municipal bonds, one that
facilitates opportunities for private investment and improves efficiencies "such as accelerating the federal permitting process."

How the New Tax Bill Will Cut Infrastructure Investment
Tax cuts from the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) will make infrastructure more expensive for states and local governments, according to analysis
conducted by the Brookings Institution. The largest immediate impact will be the increase in costs of borrowing through municipal debt. The cut to
the top marginal tax rates makes the write-off for investing in municipal bonds less lucrative, thereby requiring higher interest rates to attract
capital. This means less money goes to improving infrastructure, and more to interest payments. The lower corporate tax rate will also have the
same effect. Another negative impact cited by Brookings is limiting SALT deductions, which puts downward pressure on future increases in property
tax rates, especially in cities that already have relatively high tax rates or robust housing markets. This could leave cities with less revenue to apply
to future infrastructure investments. Brookings concludes that while these factors will decrease infrastructure investment in the short-term, these
impacts can be countered by future policy.

Transportation Research
U.S. Department of Transportation Announces Release of Automated Vehicle Requests for Public Comment
WASHINGTON – U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao today discussed the Department’s progress in advancing the release of Federal
Automated Vehicle Policy (FAVP) 3.0, also known as A Vision for Safety 3.0, during her remarks at CES in Las Vegas, Nevada.
“Autonomous vehicle technologies will have a tremendous impact on society in terms of safety, mobility, and security,” Secretary Chao said.
FAVP 3.0 will emphasize a unified, intermodal approach to automated driving systems (ADSs) policy. It will enable the safe integration of surface
automated transportation systems, including cars, trucks, light rail, infrastructure, and port operations.
“Policy makers need to preserve the creativity and innovation that is part of the American tradition and allow innovation to flourish,” Secretary
Chao added.
As part of its efforts, the Department today published several automated vehicle notices for public comment on the DOT Website and submitted
them to the Federal Register. The Department is seeking public input from across the transportation industry to identify barriers to innovation and
shape initiatives.
Secretary Chao said, “Getting input from the public will help identify which Departmental regulations need to be updated and changed to
encourage innovation.”
The published notices include:
·

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA):

o
Request for Information (RFI) on Integration of ADS into the Highway Transportation System: To better understand what is needed to
accommodate ADS technologies, and maximize their potential benefits, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) seeks the public's input through
a formal RFI to supplement strategy development. Advancing the next generation of America's transportation network can only happen with input
from an array of informed sources, including stakeholders, industry experts and the public at large.
·

Federal Transit Administration (FTA):

o
Request for Comments (RFC) on Automated Transit Buses Research Program: This RFC will obtain transit industry comment regarding the
current and near-future statuses of automated transit buses and related technologies. Comments received will assist FTA in developing future
Notices of Funding Opportunities (NOFO) for transit bus automation demonstrations with respect to the industry’s ability and interest. Concepts for
the NOFOs on demonstrations and evaluations of transit bus automation usage will be defined in FTA’s Strategic Transit Automation Research
(STAR) plan. A premise of the STAR plan is to leverage and apply commercially available technology and products to the public transit industry to
hasten early demonstrable outcomes.
o RFC on Removing Barriers to Transit Bus Automation: This RFC will obtain transit industry comment regarding current or potential institutional,
regulatory, or other policy barriers to the development, demonstration, deployment, and evaluation of automated transit buses and related
technologies. Some Federal policy issues are addressed in the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (US DOT’s) Automated Driving Systems (ADS): A
Vision for Safety 2.0. Information from the second RFC will help inform FTA’s approach to the planned update of this document, which may include
additional multi-modal considerations. Information from the RFC will also provide critical feedback on potential modifications of FTA rules,
regulations, and agency guidance.

·

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA):

o RFC on Removing Regulatory Barriers for Automated Vehicles: The National Highway Traffic-Safety Administration (NHTSA) seeks comments to
identify any unnecessary regulatory barriers to Automated Safety Technologies, and for the testing and compliance certification of motor vehicles
with unconventional automated vehicles designs, particularly those that are not equipped with controls for a human driver. Further, NHTSA seeks
comments on the research that would be required to remove such regulatory barriers.
The Department intends to publish additional automated vehicle notices for public comments, as part of FAVP 3.0, on the DOT Website. They
should be also be published in the Federal Register.

Performance Based Planning and Programming Webinar
January 25, 1:00 – 3:30 PM ET
FHWA and FTA speakers will provide an overview of the Performance Based Planning and Programming Requirements, along with implementation
timelines. Peer Presenters will share how they are coordinating and collaborating with key partners such as state DOTs, MPOs, and transit operators
on Performance Based Planning and Programming. The goal of the webinar is to share the latest information and best practices to ensure
consistency nationwide when implementing these requirements.

BTS Releases Pocket Guide to Transportation Mobile App
The Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) has released a new dynamic mobile app for the Pocket Guide to Transportation 2018 – a quick
reference guide to transportation statistics. This popular guide provides the latest transportation statistics at your fingertips in mobile app and
printed formats. It covers data on major trends, moving people and goods, system use and performance, the economy, safety, infrastructure, and
the environment. Download the app now to access all the features of the classic Pocket Guide plus enhanced navigation, sharable graphics to social
media and email, and dynamic data updates to highlight the most recent up-to-date statistics. The app is available on the App Store and on Google
Play (keyword: BTS Pocket Guide). To access the Pocket Guide, go to BTS Pocket Guide to Transportation or text USDOT BTSPG to 468311. This
publication can also be obtained by ordering online, by contacting BTS by phone at 202-366-DATA or by e-mail at answers@dot.gov
For inquiries other than placing orders contact Dave Smallen: david.smallen@dot.gov or 202-366-5568.

FTA Joint Procurement Clearinghouse
This new tool will enable FTA grant recipients to communicate about procurement needs and solicit partners interested in pooling resources for a
joint purchase. USDOT was directed to create this forum under the FAST Act to allow public transit operators to engage in joint procurements for
rolling stock (including buses, railcars, and ferries) to achieve economies of scale. FTA produced training materials, which can be found on the JPC
webpage, to help users navigate the tool.

Making a Model a Good Predictive Tool
A basic part of travel demand model validation is running the model for a “base year” and comparing the outputs to observed data. In this FHWA
project, two model versions for each of two metropolitan areas were run twice each: 1) the more recent version for its base year and a backcast
scenario (for the base year of the earlier model version), and 2) the earlier version for its base year and a forecast scenario (for the base year of the
later model version). This research was intended to produce useful data on which model components are most stable over time and their
sensitivities to the factors affecting travel demand that vary over time. The report includes lessons learned and recommendations for planning
agencies.

New ADA Sidewalk and Curb Ramp Compliance App
Download it Today

http://www.vueworks.com/sidewalks-and-curb-ramps-application/
•
•
•
•
•

Simple to Use
Download from Apple Store or Google Play
Collect information at your pace
Gathers ADA Compliance inventory and condition information
Location is automatically collected in GIS

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected from a
variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms related to
transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist within the federal
government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
· Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.
· None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for pedestrian.
· The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word, phrase or

acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

