From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Transportation Dept
Monica Williamson
Transportation Friday, January 15, 2016
Friday, January 15, 2016 11:41:32 AM
image006.png
image008.png

Transportation Friday
An electronic newsletter concerning regional transportation issues

Friday, January 15, 2016
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President Obama’s State of Union Speech did not say much about transportation, but he is pledging $4B for cars that drive themselves, AND
we’ve got an Omnibus Appropriations bill in the works. (see Legislative Updates). Should MUTCD content continue to be written with a
traffic engineer as the intended audience? Care to comment? (see In the News). Don’t forget to check out Funding Opportunities. Finally,
“This is not debris, it’s a sign of Mobile’s Progress!” is Just for Fun.
Have a great weekend.
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Mobile MPO Updates
Congestion Management Process (CMP)
After meeting with ALDOT in early December, it is clear that the Mobile MPO has to re-invent our CMP, for a couple of reasons. For the
past 20 years, staff has strapped GPS units to Commission vehicles and drove each freeway and arterial a minimum of 6 times in each
direction, and averaged the travel time for each road, section of road (that compliments our travel demand model), and each 528 foot
segment of road. Now that technology has changed the way we think about data collection efforts, our travel time data collection may be
done for us through cell phone data. Also, the non-reoccurring congestion that deals with crash data needs to be re-established for the
Mobile MPO. After attending TRB, we have some fresh, new ideas on how this can be done.
Check out Portland, OR. They have Crashmap which is an interactive database that details every type of incident. We have this technology
through University of Alabama's Crash Analysis Reporting Environment (CARE). However, for whatever legal matters that exist, we are not
allowed to do this in Alabama. Why state attorneys in Oregon are allowing what state attorneys in Alabama don’t allow, is still a mystery.
Some good transportation planning in terms of safety analysis and planning can come out of this. Check out Portland’s Crashmap:
http://bit.ly/1OxlgTU
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ADA Transition Plans
Staff will be meeting with the consultant next week to get a full update of where the project is. It looks like the majority of the data
collection is complete.
The Alabama Transportation Planners Association (ATPA) hosted an ADA Day in Birmingham on October 29 th . The Federal Highway
Administration gave a presentation on the Americans with Disabilities Act and Transition Plans, then each urban are in the State gave a brief
benchmark report as to where they are in developing the Transition Plans for each local government in an Urban Area, if they did not

already have them. The afternoon was a question/answer period with a panel of ALDOT and FHWA officials. For a copy of those questions
and answers, and the FHWA ADA Presentation, please see HERE .
SARPC has contracted with Neel-Schaffer to conduct the municipal ADA Transition Plans for Public Rights of Way, and assist Mobile County
in conducting their ADA Transition Plan for Public Rights of Way. The consultant is well underway in the surveying of the sidewalks and
ramps for condition and compliance in terms of the Americans with Disabilities Act within the MPO Study Area. ALDOT has provided us
with State and US “shielded” routes and cross sections that they have inventoried.
Please keep in mind, that every city and county in the State, should have an ADA Transition Plan for not just public Rights of Way
(sidewalks), but all public buildings and open spaces. It is your responsibility to have the ADA Transition Plans in place.

Projects Within Region Let January 29th, 2015
Mobile County
None at this time
Baldwin County
· For constructing the Intersection Improvements (Roundabout Installation) on CR-48 (Fairhope Avenue) at the intersection of CR-13 in
Fairhope. Length 0.135 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $1,245,603 to $1,522,404.
Escambia County
· For constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on SR-3 (US-31) from north of the intersection of Tiger Drive/Douglas Lane (MP
71.961) to just south of the Conecuh County Line (MP 81.196) in Brewton. Length 9.235 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is
from $1,761,504 to $2,152,950 .
What’s Under Construction?

Legislative Updates
Obama pledges nearly $4 billion for self-driving cars

By Keith Laing - 01/14/16 03:39 PM EST

President Obama is calling for lawmakers to spend $4 billion on the development of self-driving cars. The Obama administration said
Thursday the money would be used "to accelerate the development and adoption of safe vehicle automation through real-world pilot
projects."
Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx said in a speech at the North American International Auto Show in Detroit that getting automated
cars on U.S. roads more quickly would pay dividends in safety improvements. "We know that 80 percent of car accidents are due to human
error. So we ask ourselves, what happens if human error was eliminated?" Foxx said. "If the technology meets its promise, my back of the
envelope math tells me that more than 25,000 lives would have been saved in 2015 alone," he continued. "That is powerful possibility, and
that is not only worth pursuing, it is worth working aggressively to determine whether or not it is true."
Foxx framed the budget proposal as an extension of President Obama's pledge to invest in a "21st century transportation system" during his
final State of the Union address on Tuesday. The money for automated vehicles in Obama's proposed budget for the 2017 fiscal year would
be distributed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) for pilot programs that are being used to test the viability of
self-driving cars.

The Infrastructure Bill: What It Means for Business
http://www.mbacentral.org/infrastructure-business/

EVERYDAY COUNTS at TRB

FHWA Administrator Gregory Nadeau shared the exciting news that the new long-term surface transportation bill signed into law by
President Obama codifies FHWA's Every Day Counts Initiative. EDC has had three very successful cycles of speeding up project delivery,
enhancing the safety and durability of road and bridge infrastructure, and cutting costs. With a solid track record behind it, FHWA is excited
about EDC-4. After all, how often does Congress write a bill in which they essentially tell a Federal agency, "We like what you're doing, and
we'd like to see more of it?"
Innovation has also benefited the transit community. Acting FTA Administrator Therese McMillan offered a terrific insight at a TRB panel on
mobility: far from being a disruption, new technologies, the growing accessibility of data, and the services these innovations make possible -such as ride-sharing-- are actually complements to public transit that will extend transit's ability to serve riders.
Of course, that's just a taste of the many panels DOT participated in this week.
Each year, TRB is the largest and most anticipated exchange of new and ongoing transportation innovation on the calendar. And, with this
year's sessions finished and the tremendous volume of shared information still being digested, you can bet there are a lot of transportation
folks already looking forward to next January.
Not just to see old friends, but to learn about how far we will have moved the transportation dial in 2016. We think it’s going to be pretty
far.

2016 Omnibus Appropriations bill

Congress passed the 2016 Omnibus Appropriations bill to keep the government open through the end of the fiscal year, September 30,
2016. The legislation includes funding for virtually the entire federal government, totaling approximately $1.15 trillion. The bill avoided the
automatic spending cuts set back in 2013 (known as sequestration) in addition to some last minute controversial amendments that would
have sunk the agreement and threatened federal government shutdown. The bill includes funding for key local government programs,
mostly at current spending levels.
In a separate last minute action, lawmakers were able to agree on a bill extending tax incentives that include several local priorities.
Although Congress avoided some of the more controversial amendments, Republican lawmakers made it clear that they would continue to
fight administration environmental and energy rules, including the Waters of the United States wetlands pollution rule as part of the FY
2017 appropriations effort.
The final bill includes $567.6 billion for the 2016 Transportation-Housing and Urban Development (THUD) program. The THUD bill adopts the
policies and funding levels from the newly-passed FAST Act while reversing cuts from the TIGER grant program to maintain the current $500
million funding level. The package continues a restriction on double trailer trucks on the national highway system, even though it was in
both appropriations bills. Transit commuters earned a huge win when the bill restored parity between parking and transit benefits, making
the change permanent. Both will now receive up to $255 per month. Lawmakers cut the high-speed rail program and funded Amtrak at
$1.39 billion. Transit programs were funded with $2.2 billion for New Starts grants, full funding for local small starts grants, and an
additional $870 million for transit operating assistance.
With the exception of the Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) that remained at current spending levels, all U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) programs received increases. The breakdown includes: $3 billion for the Community
Development Block Grant Program (at current spending levels); $950 million for the HOME Investment Partnership program ($50 million
above FY15); a $115 million increase for Homeless Assistance Grants to $2.25 billion; a $45 million increase to $125 million for Choice
Neighborhoods; and a $115 million increase for Public Housing and Rental Assistance to $26.9 billion. Congress also created a permanent
extension of the nine-percent Low-Incoming Housing Tax Credit and extends the New Markets Tax Credit for five years as part of the “tax
extender” bill.
In regards to energy, $3.4 billion is slated for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (same as 2015 enacted level; $25 million
more than the House version) and $2.073 billion for the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy ($160 million more than last
year). The spending package extends authorization for the Land and Water Conservation Fund by three years – without any program
changes and increases funding with an additional set aside for a competitive urban parks grant program.
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency programs remained level or below FY 15 levels. The Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund was cut
by $50 million to $1.394 billion; Brownfields programs were funded at last year’s level – $80 million; and Superfund projects remained
funded at $1 billion. Congress failed to halt implementation of EPA’s Waters of the U.S. rules, but lawmakers promised to fight the rule
during next year’s budget discussions.
The U.S. Department of Justice programs increased funding for state and local grant programs by $174 million to $2.5 billion, including $187
million the COPS program; $70 million for programs to improve police-community relations, including $22.5 million for the purchase of
body-worn cameras for police; and $476 million for Byrne Justice Assistance Grants.
The. U.S. Department of Homeland Security funding includes $2.5 billion for first responder grants ($10 million more than last year),
including $1.5 billion for state and local grants; $690 million for Assistance to Firefighter Grants; $350 million for Emergency Management
Performance Grants; $50 million for programs coordinated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency to help states and local
communities prepare for, prevent, and respond to emergent threats of violent extremism and complex, coordinated terrorist attacks.

Funding Opportunities
2015 Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) Diesel Emissions Reduction Grant Program
Approx. Grant Amount: $155,000
The DERA program provides public and/or private on‐road and off‐road diesel fleet owners and operators funding to help reduce diesel
emissions within the State of Alabama. Reducing diesel emissions, such as carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons and particulate matter will help
improve air quality and human health in Alabama. We would like to partner with fleet owners/managers to retrofit 2006 or older on-road
diesel engines and 2009 or older off-road engines with diesel emissions control devices and/or anti‐Idling systems.
Diesel Emissions Exhaust Control Devices and Anti‐Idling Systems Used in Previous Projects:

•

Diesel Oxidation Catalysts (DOC)

•

Closed Crankcase Ventilation (CCV)

•

ZTR Smartstart II (Locomotive Anti‐idling System)

•

Tri-Pac (Long Haul Truck Anti‐idling System)

•

Arctic Breeze (Long Haul Truck Anti‐idling System)

All devices and systems must be EPA and/or CARB‐certified.
Entities awarded funding under this program must secure vendors and contractors through a
competitive bidding process required by the U.S. EPA and the State of Alabama.
Interested parties should contact:

Anthony Smiley

Dale Hurst

Office Number: 334‐271‐7803
Email: asmiley@adem.state.al.us

Office Number: 334‐271‐7882
Email: adh@adem.state.al.us

Alabama Department of Environmental Management
1400 Coliseum Boulevard
Montgomery, Alabama 36110‐2059

The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) is soliciting applications for the Transportation Alternatives
Program (TAP) for FY 2016.
This year you will find the TAP application and instructional information for completing the application on the ALDOT web site. The web site
address is: http://www.dot.state.al.us/moweb/specialprograms_section.htm. After clicking on this page you will see the TAP Application
listed. The types of improvements eligible for TAP funding are listed on page 2 of the instructional information. The deadline date for
submittal of FY 2016 TAP applications and support documents is Friday, January 29, 2016 at 5:00 PM.
Some
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

major application requirements of the TAP are as follows:
Only cities, towns and county commissions can apply for funding ;
Due to limited funding, there is a cap on the amount of Federal Funds that a sponsor can apply for and that amount is $400,000.00;
Due to limited funding, an eligible sponsor can submit only one application for possible funding;
The funding ratio for TAP projects is 80% federal funds and 20% sponsor funds and the sponsor is responsible for the cost of the
required preliminary engineering;
Public involvement is optional;
Fifty (50) percent of the TAP funds are sub-allocated to the MPO's by population and fifty (50) percent is distributed to any area of
the state by ALDOT;
All TAP projects have to be selected by a competitive application process administered by ALDOT ;
Landscaping as an independent project is not eligible;
Transportation museums are not eligible;
For cities/towns that are located within the six largest MPO's (Birmingham, Huntsville, Montgomery, Mobile, Columbus, GA and
Pensacola, FL), the TAP funds that are being administered by ALDOT are completely separate from the TAP funds that are dedicated
to the stated MPO's.

Please contact Bob Kratzer with ALDOT at (334) 353-6442 if you have questions regarding this matter
SMART CITY CHALLENGE
On Monday December 7th, U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx announced a Smart City Challenge to create a fully integrated, firstof-its-kind city that uses data, technology and creativity to shape how people and goods move in the future. The winning city will be
awarded up to $40 million from the USDOT (funding subject to future appropriations) to implement bold, data-driven ideas by making
transportation safer, easier, and more reliable. Additionally, Paul G. Allen's Vulcan Inc., has announced its intent to award up to $10 million
to the USDOT winner of the Smart City Challenge. The winning city will need to work with Vulcan to secure this funding.
The Smart City Challenge builds on the USDOT's Beyond Traffic draft report issued in February of 2015. Beyond Traffic reveals that our
nation's aging infrastructure is not equipped to deal with a dramatically growing population in new regions throughout the country and the
need for increased mobility options in developing megaregions. This public-private collaboration represents the USDOT and Vulcan Inc.'s
joint belief that creativity and innovation will be absolutely essential to meeting the significant transportation challenges of the future.
Lessons learned from this competition will be used in other cities to improve networks nationwide and demonstrate a practical path to
replacing carbon-based fuel consumption. The USDOT welcomes the participation of other entities who share the vision and goals in the
Notice of Funding Opportunity found at Smart City Challenge website: https://www.transportation.gov/smartcity
"This is an opportunity for the winning city to define what it means to be a 'Smart City' when it comes to transportation. We encourage
cities to develop their own unique vision, partnerships and blueprints to demonstrate to the world what a fully integrated, forward-looking
transportation network looks like," said U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx. "America can remain the global leader in maintaining
the safest, most efficient system in the world: I am looking for mayors who share that belief to join us in pushing the boundaries of what is
possible."
The USDOT is kicking off its Smart City Challenge today by inviting cities to submit a high-level description of their vision of a Smart City by
February 4, 2016, consistent with the Notice of Funding Opportunity. The USDOT will then announce five finalists in March 2016, who will
then compete for up to $40 million to be awarded to one city in June 2016. The Smart City Challenge will allow the selected city to
demonstrate how advanced data, technologies, and applications can be used to reduce congestion, keep travelers safe, protect the
environment, respond to climate change, and support economic vitality.
The following are attributes of the ideal Smart City Challenge candidate:
*
*
*
*
*
*

Mid-sized city with a population between approximately 200,000 and 850,000 people within city limits as of the 2010 Census;
A population density typical of a mid-sized city using 2010 Census data;
Represents a significant portion (more than 15 percent) of the overall population of its urban area using 2010 Census data;
An established public transportation system;
An environment that is conducive to demonstrating proposed strategies;
Leadership and capacity to carry out the demonstration throughout the period of performance.

"Transformative innovation takes ambitious support from both the government and the private sector. That's why we're partnering with the
DOT to inspire innovative, scalable, proof-of-concept solutions to address some of our planet's most urgent challenges," said Vulcan
President and Chief Operating Officer Barbara Bennett. "We hope that together we can spur change by demonstrating what is possible
through replicable models."

Applicants are invited to submit ideas - designed to address or enhance community needs - across a range of innovation and data-driven
platforms. Critical system improvements that increase safety, reduce carbon emissions, and enhance mobility are especially encouraged for
review. Specifically, these innovations will connect people, vehicles, public transportation, and infrastructure through ITS, sharing economy,
and other technologies that improve the way Americans move, whether it be to drop off kids at school, pick up their groceries, get to work,
and receive critical services.
Secretary Foxx will host a national webcast on December 8, and a Smart City Forum will be web streamed on December 15 to discuss this
funding opportunity, the application requirements, and the award selection process, and to answer relevant questions from interested
parties. Participation in the webinars is not mandatory to submit an application under this solicitation.

The Smart City Challenge Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is available online at www.grants.gov at the following direct link:
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=280384. It is also been posted on the Smart City Challenge website:
https://www.transportation.gov/smartcity
Please refer interested parties to the information available online and let them know they can submit questions to:
SmartCityChallenge@dot.gov

Microsoft Co-Founder Backs Contest to Find Traffic Solutions
The tech billionaire Paul Allen and the U.S. government together are offering a $50 million prize Monday to encourage cities to come up
with innovative solutions to traffic and transportation problems, reports Seattle TV station KOMO.
The Microsoft co-founder will put up $10 million for the winner-take-all competition, which is open to cities with populations of 200,000 to
850,000. The goal of the competition is to develop and implement futuristic solutions to worsening congestion and accompanying
environmental problems.
Barbara Bennett, president of Mr. Allen's company, Vulcan, said the contest will "enable the most innovative, ambitious, and forwardthinking city in America to show just how practical and rewarding it really is to start transitioning from carbon-based fuels to clean and
renewable energy sources."

EDA releases FY 2016 Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance Funding Opportunity, announces new grant
process to stream application process
EDA recently released the Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO) notice announcing the availability of funding through the Public Works and
Economic Adjustment Assistance Programs. The Public Works program is designed to provide funding for design, construction, or renovation
of critical public infrastructure needed to create or retain jobs in a locality. The Economic Adjustment Assistance Program provides
resources for both design, construction and renovation as well as technical assistance to support long-term job creation/retention in cases
of sudden and severe economic events.
This funding solicitation also announced that EDA is moving towards a two-step application process where applicants can submit a proposal
at any time to determine alignment with EDA priorities before submitting a full application. This means there are no longer any quarterly
deadlines for the Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance Programs. Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact EDA's state
representative to develop their project and EDA application. To learn more about EDA's grant programs and opportunities, please feel free
to contact Diane Burnett at dburnett@sarpc.org.

Industrial Access Road and Bridge
Industrial access funds are intended to provide adequate public access to new or expanding distribution, manufacturing and industrial firms.
The industry must be committed to new investment and the creation of new jobs. The new access must be on public right of way for public
use (state, city or county) and the project sponsor (city or county) must maintain the completed facility unless the facility consists of turn
lanes, crossovers, etc., that are located on state highways. Industrial access funds are limited to construction, construction engineering and
inspection costs. The project sponsor is responsible for all preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation costs.
Prior to the date the qualifying (new or expanding) project is “placed in service,” the sponsoring entity or its local development agency must
notify the Alabama Department of Commerce of its intent to claim the incentives under Section 41-9-202.1, Code of Alabama 1975.
Effective October 9, 2008, the Industrial Access Road and Bridge Corporation application submittal should include the notification
acknowledgment letter from the Secretary of Commerce. For more info, see HERE

Just For Fun
Mobile Press-Register 200th Anniversary: Bankhead Tunnel Opens, The Mobile Press-Register
highlights city's progress
This article is from Angela Levin’s July 07, 2013 AL.com article about the 200 th Anniversary of the Mobile Press Register. The video of the
history of Mobile is fantastic, and deserves a re-visit as we enter 2016. To look back at the construction of some of the region’s historic
transportation infrastructure under construction, is Just For Fun…
http://blog.al.com/live/2013/07/mobile_press-register_200th_an_32.html

In the News
Federal Highway Administration Asks Public for Comments on the Future Editions of National Traffic Control Manual
WASHINGTON – The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is seeking input from State and local traffic experts nationwide – including
traffic engineers, traffic control device technicians, and other stakeholders – to help shape future editions of the “Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices for Streets and Highways” (MUTCD). The Manual is the national standard for signs and other tools used to improve mobility
and make travel for drivers, pedestrians and bicycle riders as safe and efficient as possible.
In recent years, the transportation community has expressed concerns related to the size and complexity of the MUTCD, which has grown
too large to print cost-effectively since its creation 80 years ago. FHWA is laying the groundwork for future MUTCD editions that can reflect
the growing number and application of traffic control devices and advances in traffic control technology. FHWA is also seeking input on
improving the ability to view content in the 862-page MUTCD and developing a structure to make it easier to use.
In a Federal Register notice (FRN) published on December 22, 2015, the FHWA asked:
Should MUTCD content continue to be written with a traffic engineer as the intended audience?
In future editions, should the FHWA strive to reduce the amount of explanatory language included in the MUTCD and if so, what types
of explanatory language should be removed?
If explanatory and supplementary information is removed, should it be retained in a separate document?
The MUTCD was incorporated by reference into the Code of Federal Regulations beginning with the publication of the 1971 edition and
includes three levels of provisions – “shall,” “should” and “may” – which afford local transportation authorities a high degree of leeway to
accommodate differing roadway environments. Ten editions have been published since 1935. The most recent edition of the MUTCD,
published in 2009, subsequently incorporated Revisions 1 and 2 and was finalized in 2012. It is available online
at http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/pdfs/2009r1r2/pdf_index.htm.
FHWA is accepting online comments through Feb. 18, 2016, through the Federal eRulemaking portal at http://www.regulations.gov. The
next edition of the MUTCD is tentatively slated to be published in late 2018 and FHWA is preparing to publish a separate Notice of
Proposed Amendments on the content for that edition of the MUTCD. Depending on the nature and extent of comments submitted in
response to the December 22nd Federal Register Notice, FHWA may incorporate suggestions related to the MUTCD’s audience and structure
in the next edition of the manual.

Southern Rail Commission releases Amtrak study of feasibility for return to Mobile
Posted: Jan 06, 2016 10:23 AM CST Updated: Jan 06, 2016 10:45 AM CST
By Mike Brantley, Digital Content Producer
MOBILE, AL (WALA) The Southern Rail Commission has released an Amtrak study looking into the feasibility of returning passenger rail service to Mobile.
A new timetable was announced last month on when Amtrak service could resume on the Gulf Coast.
Passenger rail service disappeared through Mobile in 2005 after Hurricane Katrina. There have been discussions about resuming an eastwest route from New Orleans to Jacksonville or Orlando.
Amtrak officials delivered a preliminary report to a meeting of the Southern Rail Commission in December, laying out options for restoring
passenger rail service to the Gulf Coast. Commission Chairman Greg White said then, "There are conversations of 36 to 60 months as being
realistic."
Now the full report has been made available. The following is provided by the Southern Rail Commission:
Amtrak has identified a range of feasible service options and produced an analysis of ridership levels, projected revenues and associated
costs.
While infrastructure capital costs are not included in this evaluation, these service options provide a starting point for a detailed analysis of
the capital needs associated with each option.
Of the five evaluated alternatives and sub-alternatives, Amtrak identified Alternatives A/A1 as providing the best balance of operating costs
and ridership benefits:

• Alternatives A and A1: Extend a portion of the City of New Orleans consist from New Orleans to Orlando, with (Alternative A) or without
(Alternative A1) a single daily state-supported train, priced under the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act, Section 209
methodology (PRIIA 209) between New Orleans and Mobile. o Alternative A would generate annual ridership of 153,900 passengers and
would require an annual operating (and PRIIA 209 Equipment Capital) funding commitment of $9.49 million. This alternative provided the
highest total ridership of any analyzed alternative. o Alternative A1 would generate annual ridership of 138,300 passengers and require an
annual operating funding commitment of $5.48 million. This alternative provided the Report for the Southern Rail Commission December
2015 | 5 second highest ridership of all the analyzed alternatives, but the lowest level of identified operating need. In addition, Amtrak
evaluated two alternate service plans:
• Alternatives B and B1: Two daily state-supported round trips between New Orleans and Mobile, to be priced and funded by the state
partners under the PRIIA 209 methodology without (Alternative B) or with (Alternative B1) a Thruway bus connection from Mobile to Amtrak
service at Jacksonville. o Alternative B would generate annual ridership of 38,400 passengers and would require an annual PRIIA 209
operating and equipment capital funding commitment of $6.97 million. o Alternative B1 would generate annual ridership of 43,400
passengers and would require an annual PRIIA 209 operating and equipment capital funding commitment of $8.26 million.
• Alternative C: One daily long distance round trip between New Orleans and Orlando. This alternative would generate annual ridership of
69,100 passengers and would require an annual operating funding commitment of $14.4 million. Alternatives A and A1 yield superior
ridership demand and cost efficiency over Alternatives B and B1 and C due to the availability of daily “one-seat ride” service between the
Gulf Coast stations and points on the current City of New Orleans route, eliminating the need to change trains in New Orleans for travel
between the current City of New Orleans route and Gulf Coast points. Since the number of passengers who are willing to make a single
connection is greater than those willing to make two connections to continue a trip, ridership also increases on additional Amtrak services
which connect to both the future Gulf route as well as the existing City of New Orleans. Cost efficiencies are also present, as a run-through
operation requires less additional equipment than a stand-alone New Orleans-Orlando passenger train with dedicated equipment.
To proceed with any of the proposed alternatives evaluated here, Amtrak and the SRC will need to:
• Approach the host railroads (chiefly CSXT) to identify any infrastructure needs for the proposed service.
• Identify and develop operating and capital funding mechanisms to support any proposed service.
• Identify and build support from institutions which are likely to benefit from, and attract riders to, the proposed Gulf Coast service. • Work
with communities on plans to revitalize station facilities.
• Refine service proposals as a clearer picture emerges of the infrastructure environment and as marketing opportunities are developed
along the route.
All content © 2016, WALA; Mobile, AL. (A Meredith Corporation Station). All Rights Reserved.

Five public meetings planned on Alabama gasoline tax
By Mike Cason | mcason@al.com

Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on December 15, 2015 at 6:01 PM

A legislative committee plans to hold five regional meetings in January about a possible proposal to increase the state gasoline tax to
support road construction and maintenance.
Rep. Mac McCutcheon, chairman of the Permanent Joint Transportation Committee, said the committee will meet in Birmingham, Huntsville,
Mobile, Montgomery and Tuscaloosa as it considers whether to propose raising the state gasoline tax for the first time in 24 years.
McCutcheon, a Republican from Huntsville, said there's not yet a final draft of a bill. He said the purpose of the meetings is to collect facts
and figures about road projects and determine the level of need.
"I want to make sure we're sensitive to needs and we're not just trying to use low fuel prices to get more revenue," McCutcheon said.
The legislative session begins Feb. 2.
Gov. Robert Bentley last week told the Alabama Asphalt Pavement Association that he would support an increase in the gasoline tax.
The state gasoline tax hasn't changed since 1992, when the Legislature raised it by a nickel, to 16 cents a gallon.
"We're operating and trying to build and repair roads on 1992 revenue," McCutcheon said.
Also, improved vehicle fuel efficiency means that drivers pay less per mile than they did two decades ago because the tax is based on
volume, not price.
Sen. Gerald Dial, R-Lineville, vice chairman of the Joint Transportation Committee, said that trend is bound to continue.
The Obama administration has issued standards requiring cars and light duty trucks to get the equivalent of 54.5 miles per gallon by model
year 2025.
"We eventually have got to do something," Dial said.
There is some support in the business community for raising the gas tax.
Business Council of Alabama President William Canary said the BCA "believes that it is past time for Alabama to address this growing
problem with a reasonable long-term solution that puts Alabama's transportation infrastructure back in working order and allows us to
invest in our future."

"Specifically, we support a solution to fix our roads and bridges and invest in Alabama's future that includes reforms and is dedicated to
road and bridge construction and maintenance," Canary said in a statement.
Tom Layfield, executive director of the Alabama Road Builders Association, said if the gasoline tax had been indexed for inflation in 1992, it
would be 11 cents higher today.
"It's coming up on 24 years since the last time we addressed transportation infrastructure funding," Layfield said. Continue HERE
Governor Robert Bentley supports the gas tax increase HERE

ALDOT Director Breaks Down Mobile River Bridge Project
Updated: Wed, Jan 13 2016, 12:50 PM | Taren D Reed

BALDWIN COUNTY, Ala. (WPMI) Alabama Department of Transportation Director John Cooper was in Daphne Wednesday morning, talking
about projects that impact local motorists. The director met with Eastern Shore Chamber members.
Finding the money to widen major arteries, two lane highways like U.S. 98 in Mobile and 181 and 31 in Baldwin County were talked about.
But the big one was the proposed Mobile River Bridge. Cooper said right now the Wallace Tunnel is the worst bottleneck in the country.
Cooper said the state will pay for engineering and design cost for the bridge project. The Mobile River Bridge has been estimated at $800 million to one
billion dollars.

Cooper said the state is committed to getting the project started, but it's a long way for securing all the money needed and from making any
promises on a completion date.
"We have committed that during the governor's term we will bring that project to the point where the engineering is done the only thing needed is to
find the money. I believe that can be done when we get to that point," Cooper said.

The cost for the engineering and design of the project has been estimated at $70 million and was awarded to Mobile-based Thompson
Engineering back in July.

Follow this link for the City of Mobile Final FY2015-FY2016 Capital Improvement Plan
http://www.cityofmobile.org/2015_cap_imp_projects.php

Transportation Research
Statewide Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) is currently developing a Statewide Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan. The Bicycle and
Pedestrian Team received over 1500 responses from its online survey, and the Team is currently processing survey responses. This is an
important tool to assess existing conditions and future needs of bicycle and pedestrian transportation.
The next step in this process is the five scheduled workshops - one in each of ALDOT's regions. Organized as open houses, those attending
will have an opportunity to review findings and ask questions.
Workshop Schedule
January 19, 2016, 4 – 7 PM
23445 US Highway 431
Guntersville, Alabama 35976
January 20, 2016, 4 – 7 PM
1020 Bankhead Highway West
Birmingham, Alabama 35204
January 21, 2016, 4 – 7 PM
2715 East Skyland Boulevard
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35405
January 26, 2016 4 – 7 PM
1701 W I65 Service Rd North
Mobile, Alabama 36618
January 24, 2016 4 – 7 PM
1525 Coliseum Boulevard
Montgomery, Alabama 36110

Pedestrians and Cyclists: Cities, States, and DOT Are Implementing Actions to Improve Safety
The Government Accountability Office released a new report highlighting the growing number of traffic fatalities to pedestrians and cyclists.
The report interviewed cities and states to learn more about their challenges with this problem and how to solve it.

