From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

transportation
transportation@sarpc.org
Transportation Friday, January 4, 2013
Friday, January 04, 2013 11:50:50 AM
image001.png
oledata.mso
image003.png

Transportation Friday
An electronic newsletter concerning regional transportation issues

Friday, January 4th, 2013

Volume 5, Number 1
We hope everyone has had a great week. Please don’t forget we have a MPO meeting of the Mobile MPO this Wednesday

In This Issue

on January 9 th , and we are coming to a close on our Origin Destination Study; please see MPO Updates. There are some
new Legislative Updates concerning the fiscal cliff and High Risk Rural Roads, and Michigan Avenue bridge is open, please
see In The News. Have a great weekend.
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Mobile MPO Meeting set January 9 th , 2013
The Mobile MPO TCC/CAC met on Wednesday of last week and the results of this meeting will go before the Mobile MPO
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on January 9 th for approval. The TCC/CAC agreed to push up a couple of projects in the funding schedule. We have had a
recent decrease of carryover funds by about $250,000, but our current apportionment has gone up slightly. We are now
allocated $6,875,917 of federal funds annually which is an increase of almost $350,000; this left a balance of over $4.5
Million in FY 2015. The TCC/CAC agreed to push up the following projects:

Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison

Mobile MPO Updates

CN, McGregor Ave from Dauphin St to Airport Blvd;
PE, McFarland Rd from Old Pascagoula Rd to Three Notch Rd;
Recently Completed Planning
Studies
Mobile County
Comprehensive Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan
Intelligent Transportation System
Diversion Route Planning Study

2016 ->2015 $2,000,000
2016->2015 $2,500,000

Long Range Planning Efforts Update
As most of you know, our Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) is a based on a travel demand forecast model. The cell
phone Origin-Destination Study is a new and innovative way to validate that our traffic volume produced by the model (or
simulator) represents the actual base year traffic. The next step is to forecast the socioeconomic data that goes into that
model to represent traffic conditions in year 2040. To help us do that we are incorporating the S.L.E.U.T.H. (Slope, Land
use, Exclusion, Urban, Transportation, Hill shade)model to predict what will be urban in year 2040. This is using remote
sensing, historical satellite imagery, census data, and aerial photographs to model and predict what will be urban in year
2040.

Click Here to see when and
where federal and state projects The 2010 travel demand model is validated to less than a percent of total overall Vehicle Mile Traveled (VMT). Validation is the
comparison to what the model produces and the actual traffic counts. We have over 800 traffic stations that ALDOT counts for us
will be happening
within the study area, and the statistics look great. The model’s parameters were developed using data gathered from cell phones.
in your area.
Data include trip length frequency, trip length distribution and area to area flows. The validation process includes screen lines which
are imaginary lines that compare model to counts for several roads in close proximity. These screenlines are all well within federal
Contact Us
parameters (below). If there are any questions pertaining to the model, please call Kevin.
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Projects Within Region Let
January 25, 2013

ESCAMBIA COUNTY
for constructing the Permanent Slope Repair on CR-27 (Robinson Road) approximately 0.9 miles northwest of Sardis
Church Road northeast of Robinsonville. Length 0.056 mi.
BALDWIN COUNTY
constructing the Grade, Drain, Base, Pave, Signs and Bridges on I-10 Interchange at CR-68 with connector to Baldwin
Beach Express. Length 1.084 mi.
MOBILE COUNTY
for constructing the Planing, Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on I-65 from north of SR-158 (MP 13.648) in Saraland to
north of SR-13 (US-43) (MP 19.988). Length 6.340 mi.

Legislative Updates
DOT Releases More MAP-21 Resources
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) continues to release more information about implementing the new changes
contained in Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21). Recent posts include:
Highway Safety Improvement Program HSIP MAP-21 High Risk Rural Roads Guidance
Date Issued: December 27, 2012, FHWA Office of Safety
Effective Date: October 1, 2012
On July 6, 2012, the President signed into law P.L. 112-141, the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP21). MAP-21 redefined and created a Special Rule for High Risk Rural Roads (HRRR). Prior to MAP-21, the Safe,
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy For Users (SAFETEA-LU) provided a $90 million annual
set-aside from the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) for HRRR. MAP-21 legislation does not set aside funds for
a high risk rural roads program. However, the Special Rule requires States with an increase in fatality rates on rural roads to
obligate a specified amount of HSIP funds on HRRRs. The MAP-21 definition of HRRRs is important for States to consider. If
the Special Rule applies, States will be required to obligate funds on those specific roadways.
Find the FHWA MAP-21 site here, and the FTA MAP-21 site here. In addition, Transportation for America has released its
new guide to implementing MAP-21, called Making the Most of MAP-21.
New Congress Sworn-In: Yesterday, January 3, 2013, the 113th U.S. Congress was sworn in. Any legislation not acted on
over the last two years in the 112th U.S. Congress must now be reintroduced and proceed through the committee and
floor process again.
Chairman Shuster Outlines Transportation Priorities: Chairman Bill Shuster (R-PA) of the U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure wrote an op-ed, published by CQ.com, on what the committees priorities
will be for the 113th Congressional session. Among the priorities, the reauthorization of federal rail legislation as well as
oversight of the recently enacted federal surface transportation law, the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century
(MAP-21) Act. You can read the full op-ed on NARC’s Transportation and News and Information Page. Click HERE for the
full story.

Fiscal Cliff Deal Includes Transportation Provisions: President Obama signed H.R. 8, the American Taxpayer Relief Act into
law on Thursday, January 3, 2013. This law contains a transit provision important to many stakeholder groups and
communities. The new law restores for the $230/month pre-tax benefit that employers can offer for parking. The stimulus
law boosted the transit benefit when it passed in 2009, but it reverted to its pre-stimulus level of $125 per month at the
end of 2011. H.R. 8 allows short-line rail operators to write off half of their qualified maintenance expenses. This provision
extends current law and will run through the end of this year.

Senate Confirms Two Transportation Administrators: On January 1, 2013, the U.S. Senate confirmed Richard Huerta as
the next Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration. Also confirmed by unanimous consent was the nomination
of William P. Doyle to be a Federal Maritime Commissioner for the term expiring June 30, 2013.

Funding Opportunities
Transportation Enhancement Funding Announcement
Application Due: May 3, 2013
The Transportation Enhancement Program was not continued under the new transportation bill MAP-21. ALDOT has a
small balance of TE funds for a few additional TE projects. It is ALDOT’s desire to use this remaining TE Funds to correct
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Deficiencies. Therefore, to utilize all of the State’s TE funds, ALDOT is soliciting
applications for a few additional projects for FY 2013. The deadline is May 3, 2013 and an application can be picked up at
SARPC, or please call Mr. Kevin Harrison at SARPC(251)706-4635, or Mr. Cecil Colson at ALDOT (334)353-6403. The eligible
projects under this particular application are for:
1. Streetscapes to achieve compliance with ADA guidelines. A streetscape can include items such as sidewalk replacement,
improvement for ADA compliance, pedestrian lighting and landscaping.

2. Projects to make sidewalks ADA Compliant, such as curb cuts.
Bicycle Friendly America Program
The Bicycle Friendly America program provides incentives, hands-on assistance, and award recognition for communities,
universities and businesses that actively support bicycling, and ranks states annually based on their level of bikefriendliness. Across the U.S., the interest in bicycling is skyrocketing-- and it's easy to see why. A bike is a ticket to health,
mobility, freedom and fun. Bicycling isn't just a way to get from one place to another; it's an avenue to a better life. And
when communities, businesses and universities get on board, great things happen. How do you capture and capitalize on
the tremendous benefits of biking?
Download the new Bicycle Friendly America Brochure and click the links on the top right of the page to learn more about
each of the BFA programs.
NEA Our Town Grant
Application Due: January 14, 2013
The National Endowment for the Art’s (NEA) Our Town grant will provide a limited number of grants, ranging from $25,000
to $200,000, for creative place making projects that contribute towards the livability of communities and help transform
them into lively, beautiful and sustainable places with the arts at their core. Our Town will invest in creative and innovative
projects in which communities, together with their arts and design organizations and artists, seek to: Improve their quality
of life; encourage greater creative activity; foster stronger community identity and a sense of place; and revitalize
economic development.
Complete Our Town application guidelines are available HERE.

The Coastal Resilience Networks Program
Applications by January 11, 2013.
The U.S. Department of Commerce is offering grants through The Coastal Resilience Networks program that provides
support for activities that enhance the resilience of coastal communities to natural hazard and climate risks through a
regional or national network. Support is provided in the following three U.S. regions: the U.S. Flag Pacific Islands (Hawaii,
American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands), the Gulf of Mexico Coast (the State of
Alabama, Gulf Coast areas of Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas), and the West Coast (California, Oregon and
Washington). Click HERE to learn more about this opportunity

Rural Assistance Match Program (RAMP)
This is only available to Escambia County in our region because Mobile County and Baldwin County both received
$5,000,000 or more of ATRIPS Awards for Phase I and Phase II.
The Rural Assistance Match Program (RAMP) is designed to assist counties and cities to participate actively in the Alabama
Transportation Rehabilitation and Improvement Program (ATRIP). ATRIP was originated by Governor Robert Bentley to
assist counties and cities across Alabama as they work to meet the transportation needs of their local areas. Over the 3
year period, ATRIP will enable the distribution of up to $1,000,000,000 of Federal Highway funds to address eligible road
and bridge projects submitted by counties and cities.
The Governor and the ATRIP Committee are aware that some communities in Alabama may be unable to provide matching
funds to complete desirable projects. Accordingly, working with the Association of County Commissions of Alabama and the
Alabama League of Municipalities, the ATRIP Committee has developed this proposal to establish RAMP as a means to aid
counties and cities with the necessary matching funds to replace eligible bridges posted for school bus traffic as well as
other projects meeting ATRIP criteria. For more information and deadlines concerning RAMP, please see [HERE].

Just For Fun

There is a new type of Traffic Calming Device being installed around the Country. Although probably not approved by the Institute of
Transportation Engineers, AASHTO, FHWA or the MUTCD, it is very effective.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rbneOD6FWU

In the News
The Michigan Avenue Bridge over the CSX railroad tracks reopened after a brief ceremony Friday, Dec. 28. The new

replacement bridge, which links Brookley Aeroplex with Interstate 10, took more than two years to complete at a cost of
$3.7 million. The project was federally funded with stimulus funds that were directed through the Mobile MPO to replace
the existing bridge. Here are some before and after photos of the Michigan Avenue Bridge.

Before

After

Transportation Research
Reconnecting America Profiles Streetcar and Bus Rapid Transit Projects
Reconnecting America recently released a new report “Midsize Cities on the Move: A Look at the Next Generation of Rapid
Bus, Bus Rapid Transit, and Streetcar Projects in Midsize Cities” which addresses best practices in transit planning, funding
strategies, and outcomes with these alternative approaches to public transportation. Midsize cities, defined in the report as
having a population between 50,000 and 250,000 residents, are home to over 250 transit systems throughout the country.
According to the report, “midsize cities are investing in new rapid bus systems, bus rapid transit, streetcars, and other
improvements to better connect suburbs with city centers, to move people between employment centers, and to improve
overall connectivity among key destinations.” The report serves as a useful primer for elected officials at all levels of
government, planners, community leaders, and other stakeholders interested in providing more transportation options for
their communities. Click here to read the full report.
Census Bureau Expands Access to Information on the Nation's Housing
On January 3, the U.S. Census Bureau announced the release of expanded access to the American Housing Survey (AHS), a
longitudinal housing unit survey conducted biennially in odd-numbered years. It provides current information on a wide
range of housing subjects, including size and composition of the nation’s housing inventory, vacancies, physical condition of
housing units, characteristics of occupants, indicators of housing and neighborhood quality, mortgages and other housing
costs, persons eligible for and beneficiaries of assisted housing, home values, and characteristics of recent movers. Click
here to view the data. Click here to view the full press release.

