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Transportation Friday
An electronic newsletter concerning regional transportation issues

Friday, July 19, 2013

In This Issue

Volume 7, Number 3
We hope everyone has had a great week. There is a MPO meeting for the Mobile MPO scheduled on September 4 th
and a TCC/CAC meeting scheduled for August 14 th . Also, TAP awards for Mobile Urban Area will be announced next
week and 5310 applications for STATE 5310 are due Aug 2 nd ; please see Mobile MPO Updates. The 5310 funding
can be confusing, please do not hesitate to call us if there are questions. Want some Jambalaya, or an interesting
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read on diesel tax? Also, July 28 th is Transit Awareness Day. See In The News.
It’s the Dauphin Island Fishing Rodeo this weekend so get out there! The Liar’s contest was last night and by far
one of the best fishing stories: [HERE].
Finally, ANOTHER congrats to our staff baseball/softball coaches. Coach Monica led her team to second in the ASA
B Class State, and Coach Tom is currently in Virginia at the National Little League playoffs!! [HERE]

www.mobilempo.org
706-1CAR

Mobile MPO Updates
There will be an MPO meeting held on September 4 th , 2013 at 10:00 AM in the SARPC Board Room . Also, there will
be a TCC/CAC meeting on August 14 th , 2013 at 10:00 AM in the Training Room. Our STP Attributable funds are
grossly out of balance again [HERE] due to cost overruns from a previous FY. What was a carryover of $20,841,373 is
now a carryover $15,666,368. We need to get a handle on this because this is going to push needed projects back
further and further; this past spring we had a $12 Million cost overrun. Smaller MPOs in the State have a policy
that sponsors pay the cost over runs on all STP Attributable projects. This is something the TCC/CAC may consider.
Notices will go out next week pertaining to meetings and agendas.
Staff has finalized the new Public Participation Plan (PPP) and is currently out for public review for 45 days at 43
various locations around the county. Also, the FY 2014 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is out for public
review as well. The UPWP includes a Transit Development Plan. This will be a third party contract to develop a 10
year plan for not just the Wave Transit, but all transit within the MPO study area. Airbus coming to Mobile has
created a business-friendly climate [HERE], and now that you can take the Wave to Megabus, let’s get an innovative
plan in place to quickly and efficiently tie all passenger modes together, within the MPO study area. If you have any
comments or suggestions concerning the UPWP or the PPP, please let us know.

Contact Us
http://www.mobilempo.org
transportation@sarpc.org

GOOGLE IT
MPO staff is currently putting all federally funding transportation projects into Google Maps. This will be a great tool
for the public to be informed as to where the federal dollars are being spent in Mobile. [HERE] Currently we just have
the STP Attributable pot of money, but eventually will have all federal funding sources available.
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TAP FUNDS
This coming Tuesday, July 23 rd , the TAP Selection Committee will meet to review and discuss the Mobile Urban Area
TAP projects. We received 6 applications worth $1,407,249 of projects. The total dollar amount the Mobile MPO has
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been apportioned is $513,441 of federal dollars, which is $641,801 of programmable funds. The project selection
committee will reconvene on July 23 rd . The project ranking process is a quantitative, transparent process [HERE].
The Mobile MPO award announcement will be on July 23 rd ; the applications received by the Mobile MPO inlcude:
City of Chickasaw, sidewalk on West Grant Street from Grand Avenue to Iroquois Street: $180,321
City of Mobile, sidewalks on Old Shell Rd from Ridge Lawn Drive West to McGregor Avenue: $154,899
City of Mobile, upgrade sidewalks and ramps to ADA Compliance various downtown locations: $358,000
City of Saraland, bicycle, sidewalk and access management on US 43 between Everett Street and Celeste Road:
$186,650
City of Saraland, sidewalk to Adams Middle School, Dixon Park, and Bayou Sara Park: $191,750
Mobile County, extension of Sidewalk along US 98 from Ed George Rd to Semmes community Center: $335,629
The Alabama Department of Transportation received 78 applications including applications from: Baldwin County,
Bay Minette, Brewton, Chickasaw, Daphne, Fairhope, Flomaton, Foley, Gulf Shores, Magnolia Springs, Mobile County,
Orange Beach, Saraland, and Spanish Fort,
The Alabama Department of Transportation receives $16,779,737 of federal dollars for TAP. Of that amount,
$1,732,289 goes toward Recreation Trails leaving $15,047,448 programmable federal funds for the 78 applications.
5310 Applications
ALDOT has announced it has opened the application period for FTA 5310 funds (SAFETEA-LU, not MAP-21). If you are
planning on applying for these funds, applications are due into us by August 2, 2013 5:00 PM. Please be sure you
have coordinated with Mr. Tom Piper as being part of the Human Services Coordinated Transportation Plan prior to
submitting application. For more information please see [HERE] and Funding Opportunities below. The Enhanced
Mobility for Seniors and Individuals With Disabilities Proposed Circular is now out http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR2013-07-11/pdf/2013-16624.pdf
South West Region
For those of you unaware, starting July 1 st , the 9 th Division of ALDOT is to be called the South West Region for
ALDOT’s pilot reorganization program. The South West Region covers Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Escambia,
Mobile, Marengo, Monroe, Washington, Wilcox.
Vince Calametti said “We are not losing a division, we are gaining a region. We will be able to make more decisions at
local level, and be able to provide better service”.
Public Awareness Campaign Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety
As part of a public awareness campaign that we discussed at the last BPAC meeting, we have assisted Team Share
the Road in developing the attached bicycle safety brochure. We will be printing these out next week and we will
have them available for anyone that would like to have some to hand out. We would like to also develop a brochure
geared toward drivers and their interaction with cyclists and pedestrians. If anyone has any ideas for this, please let
us know.
Click HERE to view the brochure.

Projects Within Region Let July 26, 2013
There are no projects within the region to be let this month.

Legislative Updates
Senate will take up transportation, housing spending bill next week
By Erik Wasson - 07/18/13 03:03 PM ET

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) announced Thursday that the full Senate will take up the first of 12
annual appropriations bills for 2014 starting next week. The bill funding the Transportation and Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) departments will be first up, and Reid suggested the Commerce, Justice bill and Labor, Health
bill could come next before August recess. The THUD bill received six Republican votes in committee, so there is a
strong possibility that the bill would split the party and gain the 60 votes needed in the Senate to pass. Democrats
control 54 seats, including the two independents who caucus with the majority. Reid said the bill would come as part
of an "unrelenting" new focus on the effects of deep discretionary budget cuts that went into effect March 1 in the
absence of a grand bargain on taxes and entitlement spending.
There is little chance both chambers of Congress will be able to pass and reconcile the 12 annual bills before the
fiscal year ends Sept. 30. As Reid noted Thursday, the House is slated to be session only 17 days for the rest of the
year. Overall there is a $91 billion difference in spending levels between the House and Senate appropriations this
year. For the THUD bill, the difference is $10 billion. The Senate will consider a $54 billion bill and the House is
weighing a $44 billion bill, which is a cut of $7 billion from last year.

Hardest hit in the GOP bill is the Community Development Block Grant program, which is cut nearly in half to $1.6
billion — a cut of $1.3 billion that makes its budget lower than in 1975. There is no funding for high speed rail at all.
Senate Budget Committee Chairwoman Patty Murray (D-Wash.) serves as the THUD subcommittee chairwoman as
well. She said the bill was chosen because it well illustrates that impact of sequestration across the country on
infrastructure and economic growth.
Representative: 2014 House Budget Proposal Does Too Little for Bridges, Aviation
Posted on July 17, 2013 by Larry Ehl

Rep. Rick Larsen wants more funding to fix bridges across the nation.
The House’s proposed 2014 transportation spending bill does too little to reduce the backlogged of needed repairs to
bridges. So says Representative Rick Larsen, a senior Democratic Member who’s long served on the House
Transportation Committee. And don’t even get him started on the funding levels for aviation. Here is his official
statement to the House Rules Committee, which was debating the floor debate rules for the bill:
Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony on H.R. 2610, the Transportation, Housing and Urban Development
(THUD) appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2014. I am very concerned about the negative effects that this bill could
have on our country’s infrastructure investment and I urge you to pass an open rule for its consideration on the
House floor. In May, the collapse of the Interstate 5 bridge over the Skagit River shook my district. This bridge
doesn’t just connect Burlington and Mount Vernon. It connects the entire West Coast and carries millions of dollars’
worth of trade between Canada and the U.S. The bridge collapse harmed local businesses, kept tourism away from
the region, and delayed thousands of travelers throughout the West Coast. A similar incident could have a deadly
impact. It is clear that more needs to be done to improve our bridges and roadways. (continue reading)

U.S., state representatives want laws to limit passengers from riding in pickup beds
By Paul Huggins | phuggins@al.com
on July 16, 2013 at 6:15 AM, updated July 16, 2013 at 12:38 PM

HUNTSVILLE, Alabama - An Alabama congressman and state legislator intend to introduce bills that would prohibit
passengers from riding in the back of pickups.

View full size

A wrecker crew begins to retrieve a pickup that tumbled off U.S. 431 on Sunday, killing four and injuring five. (Paul Huggins/phuggins@al.com)

U.S. Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Anniston, said it is "asinine" that Alabama is one of a minority of states that still allows
people to be carried in truck cargo beds. He hopes Sunday's tragic wreck on U.S. 431 near Guntersville that left four
dead and five injured would spark lawmakers to ban that unnecessary danger. (continue reading)
Massachusetts Senate Special Election Results in Change for House Transportation Panel: The departure of Edward
Markey as a U.S. House of Representatives creates a vacancy on the sought-after U.S. House Committee on Natural
Resources. Read about the transportation implications on NARC’s Transportation and News resource page.

Funding Opportunities
FY 2013 SECTION 5310 NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT), Modal Programs Bureau, is now accepting Applications for
funding consideration through the Elderly Individuals & Individuals with Disabilities (E & D, Section 5310) Program.
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) provides funding for transit related services that assist the state's population
of elderly & disabled individuals. The following organizations are eligible to submit an application for the Section 5310
program: 1. Private nonprofit organizations 2. Governmental agencies that provide certifications to ALDOT that transit
services furnished by non-profit corporations or associations are not readily available in the area 3. Governmental
agencies approved by the ALDOT to coordinate transit services for elderly individuals and individuals with disabilities
The total estimated federal funding available for eligible Section 5310 projects is $2,327,856. A local match of 20% is
required for this capital program. The selection process may be based on the following criteria: financial and
management capability; service needs; proposed services; utilization of requested equipment; and service
coordination. Projects funded through these programs must be derived from a locally regional coordinated
transportation plan. The application package provides specific eligibility requirements, match requirements, and

eligible
activities.
The
application
and
state
management
plan
can
be
found
at
http://www.dot.state.al.us/moweb/transit.htm. Completed grant applications must be submitted to the appropriate
regional planning council in the respective geographic areas of the state in which Section 5310 transportation
services are proposed. Each regional planning council must review grant applications to ensure compliance with
federal coordination requirements prior to formal submission to ALDOT. Only those grant applications submitted for
funding consideration by the Regional Planning Councils will be considered for funding. The deadline for submissions
to the appropriate regional planning council in the respective geographic areas of the state in which Section 5310
transportation services are proposed is 5:00 P.M. on August 2, 2013. Applications received after the established
deadline will be returned. Postmarked submissions will not be accepted. All applications will be reviewed, evaluated,
prioritized, and approved by ALDOT prior to the development and submission of a consolidated grant application to
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Region IV office for funding consideration. If there are questions or
comments concerning the grant application or if more information is needed in another language or alternative
formats, contact Sharon Coats, ALDOT, Modal Programs Bureau, 1100 John Overton Drive, Montgomery, AL 36110;
(334) 353-6443 or coatss@dot.state.al.us. ALDOT does not discriminate against any individual because of race, color,
or national origin.

Just For Fun
Right, Wrong or Indifferent, this is just funny. It also makes us realize that as we progress, everyone needs
to be on the same page. [HERE] (caution, there is a bad word)

In the News
Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP2)
The second Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP2) was developed to help transportation professionals
save time, money, and lives. The research produced a series of products, called SHRP2 Solutions. The SHRP2
Implementation Assistance Program is available to help interested organizations participate in the deployment of
SHRP2 Solutions, and the next round of solicitations will be held in August for Railroad-DOT Mitigation Strategies
(R16), Expediting Project Delivery (C19), Performance Specifications for Rapid Renewal (R07), and Managing Risk
in Rapid Renewal Projects (R09)
A series of webinars beginning this Thursday, July 18 will provide detailed information on the products listed.
Registration is open, but required for all participants. Please use the links below to register for the desired
webinars and feel free to share this information with your employees and partners (times listed are central
zone).
July 18,
July 23,
July 24,
July 26,

1:00 to 2:30 pm: Railroad-DOT Mitigation Strategies (R16)
11:00 am to 12:30 pm: Expediting Project Delivery (C19)
11:00 am to 12:30 pm: Performance Specifications for Rapid Renewal (R07)
11:00 am to 12:30 pm: Managing Risk in Rapid Renewal Projects (R09)

Fact sheets for each product are also attached for your information. Should you need additional information
regarding this email, please contact me. Please share this information with others who will be interested
including the League of Municipalities, MPOs, RPOs counties and others.
Little Lagoon Pass and bridge replacement is expected to start after Labor Day.
The Little Lagoon Preservation Society (LLPS) held a quarterly membership meeting at 5:30 p.m. July 18 in the Adult
Activity Center in Gulf Shores. Among the speakers was Mr. Vince Calametti, the South West Region Engineer. [HERE]

Norfolk Southern asks court to immediately halt Alabama's collection of diesel fuel sales taxes from the
railroad
By Kent Faulk | kfaulk@al.com
on July 15, 2013 at 5:50 PM, updated July 15, 2013 at 7:58 PM

Courtesy Norfolk Southern
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama - Norfolk Southern Railway Co. has asked a federal judge for an expedited hearing to
consider an immediate halt to the Alabama Department of Revenue's collection of diesel fuel sales tax against
them.
The request comes less than two weeks after an appeals court ruled in a CSX Transportation case against
Alabama over the sales tax issue. Norfolk Southern and CSX paid about $14 million last year in sales taxes for
diesel fuel in Alabama, according to court documents. Norfolk Southern wants U.S. District Court Judge Abdul
Kallon to issue a preliminary injunction before the company's next payment of $843,567 is due to the state next
Monday. (continue reading)

https://www.facebook.com/TeamShareTheRoad
ICYMI: Census Bureau Changing/Eliminating Data Products: In the June 19, 2013 Census Bureau Director's Blog
Post, Tom Mesenbourg explained the impact of federal budget sequestration on their agency and discussed the
changes to the census products they offer. Among others, the Census Bureau suspended all work on the 2012
Survey of Business Owners, explained that the sequester may cause up to a six-month delay in the delivery of
over 1,600 Economic Census products, and will reduce the Bureau's ability to respond to the American
Community Survey.
TRANSIT AWARENESS DAY
SUNDAY, JULY 28, 2013, 3p.m. – 6p.m.
PLATEAU COMMUNITY CENTER
Transit Vehicle Showcase, Vendors, Faced Painting, Balloons and FREE Refreshments!!!
Featured Activities :
Exhibition Wheelchair Basketball Game featuring the MOBILE PATRIOTS Wheelchair Basketball Team!!!!
Charity Basketball Game Benefiting the March of Dimes
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. vs Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
For Information Call 251-344-6600 or visit www.thewavetransit.com

Transportation Research
TRB Webinar: Roundabout Signing and Marking: State Perspectives and Case Studies
TRB will conduct a webinar on July 29, 2013 from 2:00 p.m.- 3:30 p.m. ET that will explore state perspectives and
key considerations on improving the signing and marking of roundabouts. Participants must register in advance
of the webinar, and there is a fee for non-TRB Sponsor employees. A certificate for 1.5 Professional Development
Hours (PDH) will be provided to attendees who register and attend the webinar as an individual.
Webinar presenters will describe current and future roundabout issues related to the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD) and the signing and marking modifications aimed at improving information processing
and improving driver comprehension and decisions that reduce crashes.
In addition, presenters will highlight state perspectives from New York and Washington State Departments of
Transportation. Specifically, the speaker from Washington State will discuss the signing and marking of
roundabouts for efficient and safe operations and the speaker from New York will examine various signing and
marking techniques that have been successfully implemented .
The University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute released, Has Motorization in the U.S. Peaked?
This report examined trends between 1984 and 2011 in the numbers of light-duty vehicles (cars, pickup trucks,
SUVs and vans) in the U.S. fleet. The researchers concluded that while the absolute number of vehicles reached

a maximum in 2008, which was most likely due to the economic downturn. Consequently, the improving
economy and the expected increase in the U.S. population, may lead to an increase in (from a long-term
perspective) the absolute number of vehicles .
Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP-2) symposium
Below is a link to a recent announcement by the Transportation Research Board’s (TRB’s) second Strategic
Highway Research Program (SHRP-2) symposium, which will be held over two days in October 2013. TRB has
issued a call for papers focused on innovations in freight modeling. More information about the symposium and
the call for papers can be found in the link below:
http://www.trb.org/main/blurbs/169110.aspx

