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It is with sad hearts, that we inform you our long time SARPC Board Member Mr. William J. Lovett passed
away last week. His funeral arrangement are set for Monday, March 16, 2015, Visitation begins at 9AM
and the funeral starts at 11AM at Truevine Missionary Baptist Church, 1850 Dr. Martin Luther King
Avenue 36617. The SARPC Board of Directors meeting has been postponed to March 23 rd at 10:00 am.
There is a lot going on, the House talks Reauthorization next week (see Legislative Updates), and there is
something going on with Incident Management, that every Mayor in our region should involve their
responders; police, fire, EMT, towing (see In The News).
Have a good weekend.
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP
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As most of you know we have contracted with Toole Design out of Washington D.C. to assist us with the
Non-Motorized Mobility Study for Downtown Mobile. Because the City of Mobile wants a more detailed
analysis of Water Street at a faster pace than we could have provided, we have revised the Scope of
Work with Toole Design Group. They are going to focus more on Broad Street and other areas of the
previous scope of work. Those of you that are stakeholders, (which is everyone) we will be having the
stakeholder meeting on March 23rd. We will keep you posted. HERE is the revised Scope of Work.

DESTINATION 2040
The Mobile MPO Long Range Transportation Plan, Destination 2040, has been adopted, subsequent
comments from ALDOT, FHWA, and FTA. The DRAFT document that was out for review and reviewed
with MPO and TCC/CAC members may have some slight modifications in the FINAL Document. The FINAL
will be out in a couple of weeks.

The plan is multi-modal in scope, encompassing long-range plans for highway, public transportation, and
bicycle/pedestrian networks. Regional growth, economic development, and accessibility within the study
area along with environmental concerns necessitate that the long-range plan addresses not only
http://www.mobilempo.org improved vehicular travel but also improvements to other modes of transportation such as bicycling and
walking. Preservation of the existing transportation system coupled with enhancement of all modal
transportation@sarpc.org
choices will contribute to the improvement of the overall quality of life in the region. You can learn more
about the plan HERE.
Kevin Harrison, PTP
Director of Transportation I-10 Mobile River Bridge
kharrison@sarpc.org
ALDOT has released the I-10 Mobile River Bridge Corridor Hearing Report Summary and it is now
available online at www.mobileriverbridge.com. This report summarizes all of the comments that were
Tom Piper
received during the Draft Environmental Impact Statement public comment period in the Fall of 2014.
Senior Transportation
The document suggests most of the support was for the B prime route. Although we are moving closer
Planner
and closer to having a bridge, there are still several hurdles still to cross, including funding, but the fastContact Us

tpiper@sarpc.org

track design phase on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge project viewed as 'enormous step forward'.

Monica Williamson
Transportation Planner
mwilliamson@sarpc.org

Notice to Prospective Consultants

Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org

Design consultants do not need to be pre-qualified to respond to the Mobile River Bridge Project Notice
of Need, expected to be posted in March 2015. Consultants do need to be on the pre-qualified list by the
time of consultant selection.
Notice of Need and Get Pre-Qualified link
http://cpmsweb2.dot.state.al.us/ConsultMgmt//default.aspx

South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

The Notice of Need will be sent to all who are prequalified and posted on the ALDOT website.
For more information on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge:
ALDOT’S Web Site: http://www.mobileriverbridge.com/
Build The I-10 Bridge Coalition Web Site: http://www.buildthei10bridge.com/

Projects Within Region Let March 27, 2015
Baldwin County
· for constructing the Slide Repair on the northbound lane of SR-59 between the Intracoastal Bridge and
22nd Avenue in Gulf Shores. Length 0.083 mi.
· for constructing the Paved Shoulders on CR-99 from the junction of Spanish Cove Drive North to
the intersection of SR-42 (US-98) and on South 7th Street from the junction of CR-99 to the Boat
Ramp in Lillian. Length 1.564 mi.
· for constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-225 from the junction of SR-3
(US-31) in Spanish Fort to the junction of CR-138. Length 11.497 mi.
Mobile County
· for constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on SR-17 (US-45) from north of the SR-158
interchange in Saraland to the intersection of CR-63 (Chunchula Georgetown Road) in Chunchula.
Length 9.058 mi.
What’s Under Construction?

Legislative Updates
House T&I Hearing on Transportation Reauthorization
On March 17 at 9:30 AM ET, the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure will hold the
second part of their full committee hearing titled Surface Transportation Reauthorization: Laying the
Foundation for U.S. Economic Growth and Job Creation. One of the panelists is Salt Lake City, UT Mayor
and National League of Cities President Ralph Becker. Click HERE for more information.

CBO Releases Updated Projections
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) recently issued its March baseline data for federal spending,
including an update on the health of the Highway Trust Fund (HTF). The report contains a sliver of good
news in terms of HTF solvency. Slower than expected program spending reduced the amount of funding
necessary to extend the program past its expiration on May 31, 2015. The new funding needed to pass a
six-year bill is now estimated at $92 billion, which is lower than previous estimates that were north of
$100 billion. Click HERE to see the updated projections.

Funding Opportunities
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Technical Assistance Initiative
Deadline: April 10
FTA will provide $1 million for the first year, and up to $4 million total for four years, to a qualified

non-profit for providing a technical assistance team in their area of transportation expertise in public
transportation, transit-oriented development, land use, urban planning, affordable housing,
environmental justice, or community-based economic development. Click HERE for more information.

FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program –TAP FUNDS
Deadline: May 1, 2015
Only cities and counties can apply for TAP funds, and your jurisdiction will determine your application
for TAP Funds. If you are in the Mobile Urbanized Area, you are eligible for the Urban Area TAP Funds
available through the Mobile MPO at South Alabama Regional Planning Commission. If you are outside
of the Mobile Urbanized Area you will apply to ADLOT for TAP funds (see below). The applications,
guidelines and funding limits between the STATE TAP and the URBAN TAP are slightly different. Please
be aware, and if there are any question please do not hesitate to call us. The federal guidance on TAP
funs is here:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/guidance/guidetap.cfm

MOBILE URBANIZED TAP FUNDS
The Mobile MPO announces the availability of the FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
funding. The maximum amount that can be applied for with Mobile Urbanized TAP funds is $200,000
(federal). The TAP provides funding for programs and projects defined as transportation alternatives,
including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving nondriver access to public transportation and enhanced mobility, community improvement activities, and
environmental mitigation; recreational trail program projects; safe routes to school projects; and
projects for planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-ofway of former Interstate System routes or other divided highways. The Applications, the Instructions
and Guidelines, and a sample ranting form for the Mobile Urban Area TAP Funds were emailed and
mailed out to all MPO member governments last week. These documents are available on our website
as well HERE.

ALDOT TAP FUNDS
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) announced application availability for the FY 2015
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding. The TAP provides funding for programs and
projects defined as transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle
facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced
mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail program
projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for planning, designing, or constructing
boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former Interstate System routes or other
divided highways. ALDOT TAP Funding applications can only come from ALDOT [HERE].

HUD $1 Billion National Disaster Resilience Competition
Application Deadline: March 2015
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) recently launched a National Disaster
Resilience Competition, which makes $1 billion available to communities that have been struck by natural
disasters in recent years. The competition promotes risk assessment and planning, and will fund the
implementation of innovative resilience projects to better prepare communities for future storms and
other extreme events. Representatives from eligible communities will have the opportunity to attend
Rockefeller-supported Resilience Academies across the country to strengthen their funding proposals.
Click HERE to apply.

Incentive Opportunities
As the third round of the Every Day Counts initiative moves into high gear, the Federal Highway
Administration is offering incentives and technical assistance to help the highway community mainstream
innovations.
Fiscal year 2015 assistance is now available from the State Transportation Innovation Council Incentive
program. The program provides resources—technical assistance and funds—to help STICs make
innovations standard practice. States can get up to $100,000 a year for activities such as implementing
system process changes, organizing peer exchanges and developing guidance and specifications. Contact
the state FHWA Division Office or Mary Huie at (202) 366-3039 for information.

The Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program continues to accept applications through
Grants.gov. Incentive funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects using innovation on any
aspect of highway transportation, including planning, financing, environment, design, construction,
materials, pavements, structures and operations. See the AID Demonstration Web page or contact Ewa
Flom at (202) 366-2169 for details.
Section 1304 of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act allows an increase in the federal
funding share of up to 5 percent on eligible projects that use innovations.

Just For Fun
Today is Friday the 13 th , so you would expect this week’s Just for Fun to be about the superstition of
Friday the 13 th , but what fun would that be? Instead we thought we would take you on a trip through
Japan. On March 13 th , 1988, the Seikan Tunnel opened, and you know how us Mobilians love tunnels.
The Seikan is the longest undersea tunnel in the world, and is between Aomori and Hakodate, Japan.
Someone posted a video of the tunnel, yet there is no tunnel in the video. However, there is about 10
minutes of a train ride through Japan’s seaside, and it is really beautiful, and quite interesting. The first
person to email us the name of the sea the train is traveling along, wins a free Destination 2040 LRTP!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDqE6Day5yQ

In the News
National Traffic Incident Management (TIM) Responder Training Program
The National Traffic Incident Management (TIM) Responder Training Program states the goals are:
· Responder Safety,
· Safe, Quick Clearance,
· Prompt, Reliable, Interoperable Communications
These are the same goals that the State, Counties and every municipality in the Region should have as
well. This week, the ALDOT put on a training seminar for responders (police, fire, rescue, etc,) to be TIM
certified. The full day course was extensive, and interesting. It covered Introduction, TIM Fundamentals
and Terminology, Notification and Scene Size Up, Safe Vehicle Positioning, Scene Safety, Common
Responsibilities, Traffic Management, Special Circumstances, and Clearance and Termination.
ALDOT’s David Johnson (ATS Center Manager -- Tunnel Complex) and Tony’s Towing did an excellent job
with the training, and there is no reason why every municipality and county in our region does not
have their emergency response personnel TIM trained and certified. Not only may it save a lives, but
when a Region has a TIM program in place, there are incentives in terms of grants that may take place.

Further, it is informative and interesting for elected officials as well. It was interesting to find out how
well of job the local first responders do, and to hear some of the experiences. BUT, there is still some
room for some coordination and synchronicity. The more local folks that are certified may lead to
potential for funding for very needed coordination and synchronicity items such as a moto bridge for
communications, common terminology, equipment requirements, etc.
The TIM initiative is one that the SARPC will be assisting ALDOT to continue in the region. HERE is student
handout concerning the TIM program. For information concerning the TIM Program, please call David
Johnson at 251-405-5897

American Public Transportation Association is calls on Local Leaders
April 9
The American Public Transportation Association is calling on local leaders to coordinate public events in
their communities to advocate for federal programs that support our public transportation systems.
These events will take place during the spring congressional recess while members of Congress are in
their home districts. The goal of this national movement is to raise public awareness, garner local media
coverage, and generate the support of Congressmen and local officials to pass a surface transportation
bill before the MAP-21 extension expires.

MOBILE TO HOST USA CYCLING CRITERIUM AND CENTURY RIDE
MOBILE, Ala. – The Mobile Sports Authority, along with the City and County of Mobile, USA Cycling,
Team Share the Road, the Mobile Bay CVB, and Little Red Hen Productions, is pleased to announce the
2015 Mobile Sports Authority (MSA) Tour de Bay coming to downtown Mobile, Alabama, May 2-3, 2015.
The two-day, first-time event will feature a criterium championship along with a 62-mile Century Ride.
“We are very excited to be hosting the first MSA Tour de Bay in Mobile,” said Danny Corte, Executive
Director of the Mobile Sports Authority. “The sport of cycling has been growing at a healthy pace in the
Mobile area and we hope that by starting our own criterium and fun ride, this event will help to grow
the sport even more in our area.”
Saturday’s main event will serve as the 2015 USA Cycling Alabama State Criterium Championships. The
criterium, a short course road race, will feature a 6/10 mile track running through the entertainment
district of downtown Mobile. Races kick off at 8 a.m. with the races being staged out of Bienville Square.
“This will be a unique event that showcases Mobile and the entertainment possibilities in the area,” said
Stuart Lamp, Southeast Business Development Manager for USA Cycling. “USA Cycling is excited to assist
in this effort and help showcase Mobile as a destination for individuals who race and ride bicycles.”
Cycling continues Sunday with a Century Ride through Mobile County. Through the joint effort with Team
Share the Road, the family-friendly bike ride will begin and end at Bienville Square and will feature three
distance options: 8 miles, 22 miles, or 62 miles.
Team Share the Road Vice President Deena Tyler added, “Team Share the Road is proud to be a sponsor
of this event and is excited to highlight what the Mobile area offers to the sport of cycling. We look
forward to hosting all of the pro and amateur cyclists coming to the Port City.”
Registration for both Saturday and Sunday events can be found at:
www.usacycling.org/register/2015-541
Links available for the map of each course:
Criterium – http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/607550742
Century Ride - http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/587682516

6th Annual Good Life Ride and Hangout
Join IMAthlete for a fun bicycle ride through Baldwin County and party at The Hangout! Four routes are
available: 62, 40, 20 and 8 miles. To best enjoy the ride, you should be able to maintain a minimum pace
of 10mph.
The signature 40-mile route is mostly rural and flat through Fairhope, Magnolia Springs, Foley, Orange

Beach and Gulf Shores. The 20-mile route starts in Magnolia Springs while the 8-mile route starts at the
Orange Beach Sportsplex and winds through the scenic Hugh S. Branyon Backcounty Trail. NEW THIS
YEAR! They've added a metric century (62 miles) starting from Pro Cycle & Tri in Fairhope as part of their
weekly shop ride. The metric century route is for experienced riders able to maintain a 17mph pace.
Children under 18 MUST be accompanied by an adult. All children under the age of 12 are free.
Deadline for online registration is May 7th. Day-of registration will be available but t-shirts are not
guaranteed. (See below for day-of registration times and locations.)
This is a ONE WAY ride. You will have to make arrangements for your transportation back. Most riders
have friends or family meet them at The Hangout with a car.
For more information click HERE.

Transportation Research
U.S. DOT Unveils 30-Year Transportation Report:
Recently, the U.S. DOT released a draft report, Beyond Traffic 2045, a long-term view of the nation’s
transportation system and how it will meet the nation’s needs and goals. The report stops short of
making specific policy recommendations, and instead examines demographic trends and their impact on
people and freight movement. A final report will be released later this year. Click HERE to read the
report, and HERE to provide feedback on this draft.

WEBINARS: Complete Streets
March 24, 1:00 PM ET: Safer Streets, Stronger Economies
March 31, 1:00 PM ET: Evaluating Complete Streets Projects: A Guide for Practitioners
Created by Smart Growth America, the National Complete Streets Coalition will host two webinars to
discuss the benefits of their Complete Streets projects and how to measure the performance of such
projects. The goal of Complete Streets projects is to design and operate streets that are safe and
accessible for all users and modes of transportation.

WEBINAR: Understanding the Travel Needs of Older Adults
March 24, 1:00-3:00 PM ET
USDOT’s Accessible Transportation Technologies Research Initiative is a joint program for mobility
research that is co-led by FHWA and FTA. Through this initiative, this webinar will be used to promote
discussion and gather feedback on technological solutions for disabled travelers.

