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It’s going to be beautiful weekend, a good one to visit Blakely State Park and the Civil War Battle
Reenactment. This coming Monday night is the public meeting on Map for Mobile…See In The
News. Infrastructure is not sexy, and Alabama has no Dam Inspectors? Check out this week’s Just
For Fun.
We hope you have a great weekend.
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP
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Mobile MPO Updates
Non-Motorized Mobility Study for Downtown Mobile

Recently Completed
Planning
Studies

We had a Stakeholder meeting this week for the Non-Motorized Mobility Study for Downtown
Mobile. Mr. Ernie Boughman with Toole Design Group came down and met at the Downtown
Alliance offices. The stakeholders brainstormed on a variety of topics. There will be a series of
meetings in the next couple of months concerning this study. We also met with Bert Hoffman with
the City of Mobile who provided us with what has been done on the Bring Back Broad Street
Initiative. Toole Design Group is going to focus more on Broad Street and other areas of the
previous scope of work. HERE is the revised Scope of Work.
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Cell Phones
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The Mobile MPO Long Range Transportation Plan, Destination 2040, has been adopted, subsequent
comments from ALDOT, FHWA, and FTA. The DRAFT document that was out for public review and
reviewed with MPO and TCC/CAC members may have some slight modifications in the FINAL
Document. The FINAL will be out in a couple of weeks as we are still receiving comments from
ALDOT.
The plan is multi-modal in scope, encompassing long-range plans for highway, public transportation,
and bicycle/pedestrian networks. Regional growth, economic development, and accessibility within
the study area along with environmental concerns necessitate that the long-range plan addresses
not only improved vehicular travel but also improvements to other modes of transportation such as
bicycling and walking. Preservation of the existing transportation system coupled with enhancement
of all modal choices will contribute to the improvement of the overall quality of life in the region.
You can learn more about the plan HERE.

I-10 Mobile River Bridge
ALDOT has released the I-10 Mobile River Bridge Corridor Hearing Report Summary and it is now
available online at www.mobileriverbridge.com. This report summarizes all of the comments that
were received during the Draft Environmental Impact Statement public comment period in the Fall
of 2014. The document suggests most of the support was for the B prime route. Although we are
moving closer and closer to having a bridge, there are still several hurdles to cross, including
funding, but the fast-track design phase on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge project viewed as
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'enormous step forward'.
For more information on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge:
ALDOT’S Web Site: http://www.mobileriverbridge.com/
Build The I-10 Bridge Coalition Web Site: http://www.buildthei10bridge.com/

Projects Within Region Let March 27, 2015
Baldwin County
· for constructing the Slide Repair on the northbound lane of SR-59 between the Intracoastal Bridge
and 22nd Avenue in Gulf Shores. Length 0.083 mi.
· for constructing the Paved Shoulders on CR-99 from the junction of Spanish Cove Drive North
to the intersection of SR-42 (US-98) and on South 7th Street from the junction of CR-99 to
the Boat Ramp in Lillian. Length 1.564 mi.
· for constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-225 from the junction of
SR-3 (US-31) in Spanish Fort to the junction of CR-138. Length 11.497 mi.
Mobile County
· for constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on SR-17 (US-45) from north of the SR-158
interchange in Saraland to the intersection of CR-63 (Chunchula Georgetown Road) in
Chunchula. Length 9.058 mi.
What’s Under Construction?

Legislative Updates
Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) Seeks to Stall Gas Tax
By Keith Laing

Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah) wants to make it harder for lawmakers to increase the federal gas tax as
they search for way to pay for a new transportation spending bill later this year.
Lee is introducing an amendment to the Senate’s budget resolution that would increase the
threshold for lawmakers in the upper chamber to hike the tax or introduce any new levies to
replenish the Department of Transportation's Highway Trust Fund.
The transportation funding is currently scheduled to run out of money in May, and Lee's
amendment would increase the requirement in the Senate to increase the gas tax to pay for an
extension from 50 to 60 votes.
Lee said he is offering the amendment to protect U.S. residents from being hit with an increase in
cost when they fill up their gas tanks.
"For decades, the American people have been stuck with the same dysfunctional transportation
system — a transportation system that costs taxpayers more money every year, while failing to
provide value with our nation’s highways, roads, bridges, and transit networks. In response, many
offer Washington’s eternal promise: the status quo will work. ... it just needs more money,” he said
in a statement. HERE

Mayors Urge Congress to Go Big on Transportation
Posted by Victor Mendez
It is not news to Fast Lane readers that – come May 31 st – federal funding for transportation will
expire, right at the start of construction season.

This crisis, our readers know, is not new, either. It’s six years – and 32-short term funding measures
– in the making.
On top of that, for more than a decade now, federal transportation funding has been stuck at a
level below what is needed to merely keep the transportation infrastructure we have in good shape.
Well, on Monday, I met with the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ (USCM) Cities of Opportunity Task
Force: two dozen mayors who, like us, want to see real change happen in transportation.

From left: New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, Transportation Deputy Secretary Victor Mendez, and
Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh at a Cities of Opportunity Task Force meeting in Boston. Courtesy of
U.S. Conference of Mayors/@usmayors.
Led by New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio and Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh, the task force was
asked by USCM President Kevin Johnson to find ways to reduce income inequality in America’s cities
and metros. To do this, Johnson has said, requires building a “community and economy that works
for everyone.” And to do that, we know, requires cities to invest in transportation systems that
leave no one behind.
The mayors already have a lot of great plans for how to do this. But what I also heard is that too
many of these plans – and a lot of the most potentially transformative ones – are stalled, and won’t
move forward, until this funding crisis finally passes.
We agree with task force member and Seattle Mayor Ed Murray, who told reporters: “…We must
have a re-energized federal government that is acting as an equal partner to support the great work
happening at the local level.” We were pleased, too, to see all the mayors come together after the
meeting to talk about their infrastructure challenges and to issue a call to Congress to increase
federal investment in transportation. HERE

Advocates: Highway shutdown beginning
By Keith Laing

The uncertainty of federal transportation funding is already causing state and local governments to
cancel construction projects, infrastructure advocates in Washington are saying.
Lawmakers are struggling to come up with a way to pay for an extension of the current
transportation funding measure, which is scheduled to expire in May.
The looming deadline is causing states to reconsider projects they had planned for the summer
months, according to the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO).
“The number and value of delayed highway projects jumped this month, as more states said they
cannot count on the federal funding share with the Highway Trust Fund's authorization expiring
again on May 31,” the group said in an article that was posted on its website, citing examples in
Georgia, Wyoming, Arkansas and Tennessee.
“U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx told a March 19 infrastructure forum in Washington,
D.C., that four states have already announced they were having to put a hold on projects as they
wait for Congress to clear up the federal program uncertainty,” the AASHTO wrote “He said these

are examples of how the repeated short-term extensions of the federal highway program have a
negative economic impact for state planning and development.” The looming transportation funding
has been a source of consternation in Washington. Lawmakers in both parties say they want to
prevent an interruption in transportation funding to states, but consensus on how to pay for an
extension of the spending has been elusive.
The 18.4 cents-per-gallon federal gas tax has been the main source of federal transportation
funding since the 1930s but it has not been increased since 1993. Revenue has also been sapped in
recent years by improvements in auto fuel efficiency.
The federal government typically spends about $50 billion per year on transportation projects, but
the gas tax only brings $34 billion annually at its current rate.
Lawmakers have turned to other areas of the federal budget in recent years to close the $16 billion
gap.
Transportation advocates have pushed for an increase in the gas tax to make up the difference, but
lawmakers have been reluctant to ask drivers to pay more at the pump to help pay for road
projects.
Conservative groups have meanwhile pushed to eliminate the gas tax and turn responsibility for
construction projects over to states. They warn that otherwise the infrastructure deficit will
continue to grow.

Funding Opportunities
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Technical Assistance Initiative
Deadline: April 10
FTA will provide $1 million for the first year, and up to $4 million total for four years, to a
qualified non-profit for providing a technical assistance team in their area of transportation
expertise in public transportation, transit-oriented development, land use, urban planning,
affordable housing, environmental justice, or community-based economic development. Click
HERE for more information.

FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program –TAP FUNDS
Deadline: May 1, 2015
Only cities and counties can apply for TAP funds, and your jurisdiction will determine your
application for TAP Funds. If you are in the Mobile Urbanized Area, you are eligible for the Urban
Area TAP Funds available through the Mobile MPO at South Alabama Regional Planning
Commission. If you are outside of the Mobile Urbanized Area you will apply to ALDOT for TAP
funds (see below). The applications, guidelines and funding limits between the STATE TAP and
the URBAN TAP are slightly different. Please be aware, and if there are any questions please do
not hesitate to call us. The federal guidance on TAP funds is here:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/guidance/guidetap.cfm

MOBILE URBANIZED TAP FUNDS
The Mobile MPO announces the availability of the FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program
(TAP) funding. The maximum amount that can be applied for with Mobile Urbanized TAP funds is
$200,000 (federal). The TAP provides funding for programs and projects defined as transportation
alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for
improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced mobility, community
improvement activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail program projects; safe
routes to school projects; and projects for planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and
other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former Interstate System routes or other divided
highways. The Applications, the Instructions and Guidelines, and a sample ranking form for the
Mobile Urban Area TAP Funds were emailed and mailed out to all MPO member governments last

week. These documents are available on our website as well HERE.

ALDOT TAP FUNDS
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) announced application availability for the FY
2015 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding. The TAP provides funding for programs
and projects defined as transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian and
bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation
and enhanced mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental mitigation;
recreational trail program projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for planning,
designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former
Interstate System routes or other divided highways. ALDOT TAP Funding applications can only
come from ALDOT [HERE].

Incentive Opportunities
As the third round of the Every Day Counts initiative moves into high gear, the Federal Highway
Administration is offering incentives and technical assistance to help the highway community
mainstream innovations.
Fiscal year 2015 assistance is now available from the State Transportation Innovation Council
Incentive program. The program provides resources—technical assistance and funds—to help STICs
make innovations standard practice. States can get up to $100,000 a year for activities such as
implementing system process changes, organizing peer exchanges and developing guidance and
specifications. Contact the state FHWA Division Office or Mary Huie at (202) 366-3039 for
information.
The Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program continues to accept applications
through Grants.gov. Incentive funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects using
innovation on any aspect of highway transportation, including planning, financing, environment,
design, construction, materials, pavements, structures and operations. See the AID Demonstration
Web page or contact Ewa Flom at (202) 366-2169 for details.
Section 1304 of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act allows an increase in the
federal funding share of up to 5 percent on eligible projects that use innovations.

Just For Fun
Infrastructure is not sexy, and unfortunately Alabama is specifically mentioned because there are no
“Dam Inspectors”. We try to make the Just For Fun clean and wholesome. However, this is a parody
and it makes some good points, and some bad ones, about our infrastructure There is bad
language, but this video from Last Week Tonight With John Oliver unfortunately sheds light on a
serious situation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=147&v=Wpzvaqypav8

In the News

Office of the Mayor
For Immediate Release
March 26, 2015

Mayor Stimpson to host community workshop
MOBILE, Ala. – Mayor Sandy Stimpson will host a “Focus on the Future” community workshop where
citizens can share their vision for the future of Mobile. The workshop will be held on Monday,
March 30, at Government Street Baptist Church, 3401 Government Blvd.
The workshop will provide an overview of the mayor’s initiative to create long-range, comprehensive
plan for all of Mobile. It is part of a community-driven process known as the “Map for Mobile”
which will make recommendations for preservation, revitalization and growth across the city.
The planning process will be closely aligned with ongoing economic and community development
activities, will engage Mobile’s diverse citizens and, perhaps most importantly, will include realizable
action steps to ensure that recommendations become reality.
“This is your opportunity to share your hopes and aspirations for Mobile,” said Mayor Stimpson.
“Everyone’s ideas will be considered no matter how small. We need everyone’s input to ensure this
plan is a true roadmap for the City of Mobile.”
This is the first time a long range plan has encompassed all areas of the city and the first time in 20
years a comprehensive plan has been conducted in Mobile.
At the workshop on Monday, citizens will be able to learn about the timeframe and key issues for

the comprehensive plan. Participants will also have the opportunity to share their ideas about the
future of Mobile through engaging and fun interactive activities. It’s a chance for every citizen to
have a say early on in the process about what is important to them. Everyone is encouraged to
attend.
“Mobile is poised for its next great leap,” Stimpson said. “Join us, and be a part of making Mobile all
it can be.”
For more information about the plan or workshop, visit www.mapformobile.org.

Tell Your Members of Congress to Fix the Highway Trust Fund
The current short-term funding patch for transportation programs is set to expire May 31, unless
Congress works to provide a long-term funding solution and a multi-year transportation bill keep
these programs afloat. Your senators and representatives need to hear from you; please send them
an email urging them to fix the Highway Trust Fund before it goes broke.
The Department of Transportation has warned that failure to fix the current funding problem before
May will result in states cancelling or deferring projects due to the lack of funding predictability.
Further, DOT Secretary Foxx said if a bill isn't passed by the end of May, the U.S. Department of
Transportation is planning on notifying states that the agency could begin rationing funds as early as
July. This rationing would result in delayed payments to contractors.

MOBILE TO HOST USA CYCLING CRITERIUM AND CENTURY RIDE
MOBILE, Ala. – The Mobile Sports Authority, along with the City and County of Mobile, USA Cycling,
Team Share the Road, the Mobile Bay CVB, and Little Red Hen Productions, is pleased to announce
the 2015 Mobile Sports Authority (MSA) Tour de Bay coming to downtown Mobile, Alabama, May
2-3, 2015. The two-day, first-time event will feature a criterium championship along with a 62-mile
Century Ride.
“We are very excited to be hosting the first MSA Tour de Bay in Mobile,” said Danny Corte,
Executive Director of the Mobile Sports Authority. “The sport of cycling has been growing at a
healthy pace in the Mobile area and we hope that by starting our own criterium and fun ride, this
event will help to grow the sport even more in our area.”
Saturday’s main event will serve as the 2015 USA Cycling Alabama State Criterium Championships.
The criterium, a short course road race, will feature a 6/10 mile track running through the
entertainment district of downtown Mobile. Races kick off at 8 a.m. with the races being staged out
of Bienville Square.
“This will be a unique event that showcases Mobile and the entertainment possibilities in the area,”
said Stuart Lamp, Southeast Business Development Manager for USA Cycling. “USA Cycling is excited
to assist in this effort and help showcase Mobile as a destination for individuals who race and ride
bicycles.”
Cycling continues Sunday with a Century Ride through Mobile County. Through the joint effort with
Team Share the Road, the family-friendly bike ride will begin and end at Bienville Square and will
feature three distance options: 8 miles, 22 miles, or 62 miles.

Team Share the Road Vice President Deena Tyler added, “Team Share the Road is proud to be a
sponsor of this event and is excited to highlight what the Mobile area offers to the sport of cycling.
We look forward to hosting all of the pro and amateur cyclists coming to the Port City.”
Registration for both Saturday and Sunday events can be found at:
www.usacycling.org/register/2015-541
Links available for the map of each course:
Criterium – http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/607550742
Century Ride - http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/587682516

Transportation Research
U.S. DOT Unveils 30-Year Transportation Report:
Recently, the U.S. DOT released a draft report, Beyond Traffic 2045, a long-term view of the nation’s
transportation system and how it will meet the nation’s needs and goals. The report stops short of
making specific policy recommendations, and instead examines demographic trends and their
impact on people and freight movement. A final report will be released later this year. Click HERE to
read the report, and HERE to provide feedback on this draft.

WEBINARS: Complete Streets
March 31, 1:00 PM ET: Evaluating Complete Streets Projects: A Guide for Practitioners
Created by Smart Growth America, the National Complete Streets Coalition will host two webinars
to discuss the benefits of their Complete Streets projects and how to measure the performance of
such projects. The goal of Complete Streets projects is to design and operate streets that are safe
and accessible for all users and modes of transportation.

New Data Show January Driving Topped 237 Billion Miles
Report Features Seasonally Adjusted Data to Expand Research Possibilities
WASHINGTON - The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
released new estimates today showing that Americans drove 237.3 billion miles this January, a
significant increase over the previous January, prompting calls for greater investment in
transportation infrastructure to address projected record-setting traffic volume in coming years.
“These data make it clear that traffic volumes are growing nationwide,” said U.S. Transportation
Secretary Anthony Foxx. “To keep our highways safe and less congested, we should not only invest
in our nation’s infrastructure to expand capacity, but also look towards the future by encouraging
greater technological innovations, which can make travel safer and more convenient.”
The new estimates underscore projections made by Secretary Foxx in “Beyond Traffic,” a 30-year
framework for the future of transportation, which projects a 43 percent increase in commercial
truck shipments and population growth of 70 million in the next 30 years.
According to FHWA’s latest “Traffic Volume Trends”, a monthly report that estimates U.S. road
travel, Americans drove 4.9 percent more in January 2015 than in the same month in 2014, the
highest single-month increase for any January since 2000. It is the nation’s 11th consecutive month
of increased growth, as measured by vehicle-miles-traveled (VMT). HERE

