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Transportation Friday
An electronic newsletter concerning regional transportation issues
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Friday, March 2nd , 2018
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· FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
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· IN THE NEWS
· TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH

The Alabama House passed a bill to fund Public Transit??? And, what of Trump’s Infrastructure Proposal??? please see Legislative
Updates. There are some new rail grants in this week’s Funding Opportunities. Check out SARPC Transportation Department’s video
under Mobile MPO Updates, and https://mobilempo.org/. This week’s Just For Fun will really get your goat, because this KID is a star; plus,
several big local projects are on the move, like the Mobile River Bridge, Broad Street and the Downtown Airport- In The News.
It’s supposed to be “CHILI” tomorrow.... Have a great weekend!
Check out ALGO Traffic before you travel!
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP

www.mobilempo.org

check us out on FACEBOOK

Mobile MPO Updates
NEW SARPC Transportation Video

Recently Completed Planning
Studies
Destination 2040 Long Range
Transportation Plan
Toole Design Non-Motorized
Mobility Study for Downtown
Mobile
2018 Unified Planning Work
Program

2016-2019 Transportation
Improvement Program
Origin Destination Study Using
Cell Phones

Contact Us
http://www.mobilempo.org
transportation@sarpc.org

Kevin Harrison, PTP
Director of Transportation

HERE

Want to know what other SARPC departments do?
Planning and Community Development
Area Agency on Aging
Employment and Economic Development

kharrison@sarpc.org

Stay UP To Date on the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project: http://mobileriverbridge.com/
Tom Piper
Senior Transportation Planner
tpiper@sarpc.org

Monica Williamson
Transportation Planner
mwilliamson@sarpc.org

This critically important, high-priority transportation project will involve constructing a new six-lane bridge across the Mobile River to
increase Interstate 10’s capacity and replace the existing four-lane Bayway with an eight-lane facility at an elevation above the 100 year
storm surge event to reduce traffic headaches for thousands of commuters each day by saving motorists time.
The Wallace Tunnel currently averages 75,000 vehicles per day, reaching up to 100,000 vehicles during the peak tourism season. With
almost double the daily traffic originally anticipated for the crossing, heavy congestions and longer travel times impact motorists,
businesses, and the quality of life in the region. ALDOT expects this project to:
·

Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org

South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

·
·
·

Reduce travel time between Mobile and Spanish Fort/Daphne.
Increase reliability in travel times and accessibility to jobs, educational facilities, medical services, and recreational activities.
Facilitate access to/from major industries and freight destinations in Mobile and Baldwin Counties and provide hazardous
material vehicles a direct route away from the downtown district.
Take all efforts to preserve and protect the Mobile Bay so that generations to come can enjoy the view and natural beauty
from the bridge.

Hyperlinks within the advisory:
Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project: http://mobileriverbridge.com/
ALDOT’s mission is to provide a safe, efficient, environmentally and economically sound transportation network across Alabama. For
further information, visit www.dot.state.al.us.

US 45 Feasibility Study

This week, SARPC staff met with Volkert and CERM as the kick off and introductory meeting to the project; Notice To Proceed was given
last week. The study will have its own web site and will begin shortly as the stakeholders meeting has to be set. Public participation is
important for this project, so we expect our stakeholders to be heavily involved. We will keep you posted with the progress of the Study.

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) NOW ONLINE
The TIP represents a four year program (2016-2019) for improvements in the various transportation systems located within the Mobile
study area as identified in the Mobile MPO’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), the twenty-five year plan for the Mobile Urban area
Destination 2040. The LRTP establishes the transportation programs that are needed to meet travel demand by the study year and study
area. LRTP projects that become funded are moved into the TIP and submitted to the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT),
where they are programmed into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). For MPO projects, TIP project selection is based
on priorities established by MPO member governments and the availability of funds through the Surface Transportation Attributable
program. For other projects, ALDOT has discretion of project funding based on availability of funds from various types of funding
categories. Most often, projects in the TIP are derived from the LRTP. The TIP guides ALDOT in its annual allocation of funds for
transportation improvements and becomes a part of the STIP.
ArcGIS Online is now being utilized by MPO staff to map all federally funded surface transportation projects within our area. Check it out.
2016-2019 E-TIP HERE

Mobile MPO 101
Here are a couple of great videos that were produced by our counterpart in Birmingham (Regional Planning Commission of Greater
Birmingham). The videos are a summary of the MPO planning process and are below:

Funding a Project with an MPO: https://vimeo.com/210829210

Inside an MPO: https://vimeo.com/210825997

HERE are the slides and presentations of the Mobile MPO 101 training.
Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
No changes this week

Projects Within Region Let February 23rd, 2018
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on Sowell Road from south of the junction of Rankin Street to the intersection
of Gordon Lane in Brewton. Length 1.135 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $917,893 to $1,121,869 .

MOBILE COUNTY
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Cable Guiderail Installation, and Traffic Stripe on I-10 from west of the CR-39 (McDonald
Road) Interchange to the CR-59 (Carol Plantation Road) Underpass. Length 4.569 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from
$7,096,527 to $8,673,534

BALDWIN COUNTY
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-59 from the junction of Windbigler Drive north of Foley to the
junction of CR-54 in Robertsdale. Length 9.062 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $3,061,371 to $3,741,676 .

What’s Under Construction?
Project Status

Legislative Updates
Alabama Paves the Way for Public Transport Funding
The House of Representatives passed a bill on Thursday to create a public transport fund that will store future state money and millions of
matching federal dollars.
Feb. 24, 2018, at 12:54 p.m.
By MALLORY MOENCH, Associated Press
MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — For visually impaired senior citizen Gillie Presley, public transportation is a lifeline. The 66-year-old from
Tuscaloosa relies on taxis and rideshares to get around.
"I've needed public transportation all my life," Presley said. "It's not just handicapped people, there are poor people and on fixed incomes
who can't afford a car and need a way to get to work and to go to the grocery store."
Earlier this month, Presley traveled to Montgomery to lobby the Alabama Legislature to pass a bill creating the state's first public
transportation fund. Now, it's a reality.
The House of Representatives passed the bill on Thursday to create a public transport fund that will store state money and millions of
matching federal dollars in the future.
Alabama is one of only five states with no state funding for public transport, according to the American Society of Civil Engineers.
Advocacy organization Arise Citizens' Policy Project estimates that tens of thousands of Alabamians can't get to work, the doctor's office
or other places without it.
Sen. Rodger Smitherman, a Democrat from Birmingham who sponsored the bill, said public transport was essential to expanding the
state's economy, job growth and medical services.
The fund would set up an advisory committee to decide how to use future funds. Advocates want to see both bus systems connecting
rural and urban areas and long-distance trains between major cities.
Arise Citizens' Policy Project's Executive Director Kimble Forrister has been working on expanding public transport in the state since the
1990s.
"Public transportation affects urban and rural, black and white people, people with jobs and without jobs, people with disabilities, senior
citizens, and unfortunately, this is an area where we haven't gone forward, we've gone backward," he said. "But public transportation is in
our future."

Trump’s Infrastructure Plan Timing Highly Uncertain
Wednesday House T&I Chairman Shuster said that it will be difficult to implement the president’s infrastructure plan this year. Shuster
hopes to pass a bill before August recess, but Congress may need to vote after the election in a lame-duck session. His comments follow
doubts expressed by both Senators John Cornyn (R-TX) and John Thune about Congress’ ability to pass a bill this year. Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao has focused her remarks on the efforts to eliminate regulations and streamline permitting, and has not spoken to a
timeline for implementing the administrations’ full proposal.

Trump advisor defends White House infrastructure proposal
BY MALLORY SHELBOURNE - 03/01/18 03:58 PM EST 23

© Greg Nash

White House infrastructure policy adviser D.J. Gribbin is fiercely defending the Trump administration's infrastructure proposal, as it
continues to draw criticism from Democrats.
President Trump’s proposal, released last month, would inject $200 billion of federal seed money to create $1.5 trillion in total spending
on infrastructure over 10 years. Half of the federal funds would go toward an incentive program to match financing from state and local
governments investing in rebuilding projects.
The idea is that the private sector, in addition to funding from states and local municipalities, will foot much of the bill as the
administration seeks to finance projects where local governments have a stake. But Democrats have panned the plan, saying the $200
billion in federal seed money is not enough to impact a comprehensive overhaul of U.S. public works. They've also hit the administration
for cutting other transportation funds in the new budget, and argued that the plan pushes too much financial responsibility onto states.
Speaking at a gathering of state transportation officials, Gribbin dismissed the notion that the administration’s framework relinquishes the
federal government’s historic role in infrastructure, instead arguing the plan works to empower states to make their own rebuilding
choices.
“We still support a strong federal government role in funding infrastructure,” Gribbin told a luncheon hosted by the American Association
of State Highway and Transportation Officials. “But it’s important to note that every dollar invested in infrastructure comes out of the
pockets of taxpayers.”
Taxpayers, Gribbin argued, would rather have their money go toward the local government than to Washington, D.C. He also maintained
that the White House blueprint is in line with the traditional pace of transportation policy.
“We are not changing the status quo,” he said. “If anything, we’re just perpetuating the trend that exists currently.”
Environmental groups have also slammed a component of the plan promoted by Trump, which would decrease the permitting process
down to two years. Those groups argue it will inhibit environmental protections.
"[B]y rubberstamping permits for corporations to build oil pipelines, dams, and toxic waste dumps, gutting environmental and labor laws,
and severely limiting the public’s ability to hold government accountable will only make our communities – and our nation – a more
dangerous place," Sierra Club said in a statement last month.
Gribbin pushed back at these types of criticisms, saying it's all about streamlining the permit process.
“We’re just saying we’re going to do this amount of work, but we’re going to do it far more efficiently than we do currently,” he said.
The White House plan, meant as a framework for Congress to craft legislation, also aims to lift the 1956 ban on states collecting tolls on
interstates to use for local infrastructure. Opponents criticize the proposal's reliance on tolls for infrastructure revenue.
Echoing Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao, Gribbin said removing the prohibition doesn't mean the administration is pushing for more
tolls.
“We’re agnostic in terms of how you’re paying for it. We just want you generating new revenues for infrastructure,” he told state officials.
“And so we want to eliminate any barriers that are between you and generating new revenues.”
Gribbin did signal that the administration is willing to work with lawmakers, characterizing the infrastructure framework as the "first
round" of negotiations on the matter.
Gribbin's defense came hours after Chao advocated for the proposal during a testimony before the Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee.
Lawmakers tasked with working on infrastructure legislation came away from a bipartisan meeting at the White House earlier this month
encouraged, but any efforts will be put up against a difficult timeline in a midterm election year.
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Bill Shuster (R-Pa.), who is working on a bill with ranking member Peter
DeFazio (D-Ore.), told the same conference on Wednesday that an infrastructure bill could pass during a lame-duck session of Congress if
lawmakers cannot move a bill across the finish line before the November elections.

Upcoming Highways and Transit Programs’ Long-Term Funding Hearing

The House Highways and Transit Subcommittee is holding a hearing, Building a 21st Century Infrastructure for America: Long-Term
Funding for Highways and Transit Programs, on March 7 at 10:00 AM ET. This hearing is a part of the 21 st Century Infrastructure series,
which have previously focused on rail, water, and Coast Guard stakeholders. Witnesses have not been announced.

Funding Opportunities
Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements
(CRISI) grant programs
Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements Program (FY 2017)
CRISI program: Applications are due no later than 5:00 p.m. EDT, June 21, 2018.
More information on FRA’s CRISI website: https://www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P1079
Overview: This program will fund projects that improve the safety, efficiency, and reliability of passenger and freight rail. See the FY
2017 Notice of Funding Opportunity for more information.
Legislative Authority:  This program was authorized in Section 11301 of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, Pub. L.
114-94 (2015); 49 U.S.C. § 24407. Funding under this program was made available by the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017, Public
Law No. 115-31, Division K, Title I. Amount: $65,232,400
Restoration and Enhancement Grants Program (FY 2017)
REG program: Applications are due no later than 5:00 p.m. EDT May 22, 2018.
More information on FRA’s REG website: https://www.fra.dot.gov/Page/P1081

Overview: This program will fund operating assistance grants for initiating, restoring, or enhancing intercity rail passenger transportation.
See the FY 2017 Notice of Funding Opportunity for more information.
Legislative Authority:  This program was authorized in Section 11303 of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, Pub. L.
No. 114-94 (2015); 49 U.S.C. § 24408. Funding under this program was made available by the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017,
Public Law No. 115-31, Division K, Title I. Amount: $4,796,500

Section 5307, 5310, and 5311: Using Non-DOT Funds for Local Match
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Community Living (ACL) has worked with the National Aging and
Disability Transportation Center to clarify the ability of grantees to use Older Americans Act Title IIIB Supportive Services Funds to match
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) programs. These FTA programs include Urbanized Area Formula Grants (Section 5307), Enhanced
Mobility of Seniors and People with Disabilities (Section 5310), and Formula Grants for Rural Areas (Section 5311). This information has
been publicized HERE

FHWA Offers New Funding for Innovative Demonstration Projects
New funding is available from the Federal Highway Administration’s Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program to
encourage the transportation community to adopt proven innovations. Funding or the AID Demonstration program, launched in 2014 as
part of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act, was continued by the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act.
Since AID Demonstration was introduced, FHWA has provided more than $43 million for 61 awards.
Under the program, funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects that use proven innovations in any project phase, including
planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment and construction. Applications are accepted on a rolling
basis through Grants.gov, the federal government’s website for information on funding opportunities. For more information on the AID
Demonstration program, contact Ewa Flom of the FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation.
The FHWA continues the Accelerated Innovation Deployment (AID) Demonstration authorized within the Technology and Innovation
Deployment Program (TIDP) under the Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. The AID Demonstration provides incentive
funding for any project activities eligible for assistance under title 23, U.S.C. in any phase of a highway transportation project between
project planning and project delivery including planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment, and
construction that address the TIDP goals. The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) published on September 1, 2016
(https://federalregister.gov/a/2016-21063) requests grant applications and provides selection criteria, application requirements, and
technical assistance with Grants.gov during the grant solicitation period.
Link to Additional Information:

FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation Grants page

Industrial Access Road and Bridge
Industrial access funds are intended to provide adequate public access to new or expanding distribution, manufacturing and industrial
firms. The industry must be committed to new investment and the creation of new jobs. The new access must be on public right of way
for public use (state, city or county) and the project sponsor (city or county) must maintain the completed facility unless the facility
consists of turn lanes, crossovers, etc., that are located on state highways. Industrial access funds are limited to construction, construction
engineering and inspection costs. The project sponsor is responsible for all preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition and utility
relocation costs.
Prior to the date the qualifying (new or expanding) project is “placed in service,” the sponsoring entity or its local development agency
must notify the Alabama Department of Commerce of its intent to claim the incentives under Section 41-9-202.1, Code of Alabama 1975.
Effective October 9, 2008, the Industrial Access Road and Bridge Corporation application submittal should include the notification
acknowledgment letter from the Secretary of Commerce. For more info, see HERE
To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available click HERE or type www.grants.gov in your browser.

Just For Fun
The I-65 GOAT

There is an interesting story on how Goat Hill in Montgomery, AL, became Capitol Hill for the State of Alabama in 1846. Really it was
1819, that a hill with a bunch of goats on it was a twinkle in the State’s eye to be the Capitol. http://www.goathillhistory.com/blog/whyLook, it’s an actual hill...

There have been some famous goats in US history; in fact, in 1986 a beer drinking goat became the mayor of Lajitas, TX. Also, if you were
fortunate enough to meet “Billy” at Judge Roy Beans, you would not forget him. I miss that goat.
However, speaking of goats, and keeping it transportation related, there is a famous goat in Kentucky named “Houdini, The I-65 Goat”. He
has his own Facebook page, fan club, news articles, and even bumper stickers. He has become a legend, and a mysterious tourist
attraction. He is neither Republican or Democrat, he lives dangerously, and Just For Fun, we hope he will never become anyone’s....
scapegoat.

In the News
ALDOT: I-10 bridge designers must consider bike/pedestrian options
Updated Feb 28; Posted Feb 28

An ALDOT conceptual design for the proposed I-10 bridge over the Mobile River shows two "base requirements" and three "value added
options" for bicycle and pedestrian access across the river. The base requirements include a viewing platform at the west side of the new
bridge (shown as base requirement A) and a dedicated bike path across the existing Cochrane-Africatown USA Bridge and along Bay
Bridge Road (shown as "base requirement B"). (ALDOT)
By Lawrence Specker
lspecker@al.com
Teams competing to build a proposed I-10 bridge will have to address the needs of bicyclists and pedestrians in their design proposals,
the Alabama Department of Transportation has announced.
That doesn't guarantee that the new bridge, and the Bayway expansion likely to accompany it, will include dedicated bike/ped lanes. But it
does appear to mean that whoever builds the bridge will have to provide some kind of path over the river for non-automotive traffic. And
that's welcome news to some who've militated for years for bike and foot access.
"I was very pleasantly surprised by yesterday's meeting," Jeff DeQuattro, who chairs the Mobile Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee
for the project, said Wednesday. He said it was the first time he's really felt confident the project would include non-automotive access.
ALDOT held public meetings on the issue in 2016 and 2017. On Tuesday, ALDOT met with its Mobile and Eastern Shore advisory
committees to unveil key findings.
Among them: ALDOT has decided that the three teams of companies competing to build the bridge must include two bike/ped elements.
The first is described as improvements to the existing route from I-165 and Bay Bridge Road to the east side of Cochrane-Africatown USA
Bridge. The second is for the new bridge to include an "observation deck with elevator/stairs at the west side of the Mobile River."
The Cochrane-Africatown Bridge currently has no separate lane for cyclists or pedestrians. But thanks in part to its wide shoulders, it is
regularly used by cyclists as a connection from Mobile to the Causeway, although they use surface streets rather than I-165. Compared to
the Bankhead Tunnel -- which is normally off-limits to pedestrians and cyclists -- that path represents roughly a seven-mile detour.

An ALDOT conceptual graphic illustrates the possibility of setting off dedicated bicycle/pedestrian lanes on the Cochrane-Africatown USA
Bridge. (ALDOT)
ALDOT says it found that a bike/foot path over the old bridge was the second most popular option with respondents, after a pathway over
the new bridge, and had support from "nearby communities." It said another key finding was that people were interested in the view
from the new bridge, and the possibility the view would provide tourism opportunities. The proposed viewing platform was conceived as
result of that finding.
While ALDOT will only require the three teams to address those two features, they also are asking the teams to evaluate three others, to
see if they are "technically and economically feasible." If the companies find them feasible, they can include them in their proposals as
"value added" upgrades.
The first optional possibility is a bike/ped path along the entire length of the new bridge. The second would be to extend the old bridge
route along I-165 to Beauregard Street "with a protected path created by repurposing the shoulder." The third is to improve the other
side of the Cochrane-Africatown Bridge route, from the bridge along U.S. 98 to Battleship Park.
ALDOT said it will continue seasonal closings of the Bankhead Tunnel for recreational use, as long as there's community interest, but isn't
proposing that it be dedicated to such use after the new bridge is built.
An environmental study on the impact of the new bridge is under way, and the three competing teams are developing designs and

finance plans. Proposal are to be submitted to ALDOT by this fall, and the department expects to announce a winner by the end of the
year.
ALDOT says it expects to have another public meeting in the fall. More information can be found at https://mobileriverbridge.com/.

Mobile River Bridge may include observation deck, bike &
pedestrian elements
by Muriel Bailey
Tuesday, February 27th 2018
(IMG: ALDOT) Mobile River Bridge may include observation deck, bike & pedestrian elements

MOBILE, Ala. (WPMI) — As plans move forward for the Mobile River Bridge and Bay way project it seems there may be room for more
than just cars.
ALDOT wants the three teams vying for the job to include bicycle and pedestrian elements.
It wants them to evaluate if it's feasible to put a bike and pedestrian path along the entire length of the Mobile River Bridge.
"There's a lot of people in Mobile who get around on bikes," Mike Allen said. "That's pretty awesome just to be able to get across the
bridge on a bike or walk."
The plan also calls for an observation deck with elevator stairs at the west side of Mobile River.
T
hat's an idea South Alabama Regional Planning Commission transportation director Kevin Harrison says will add to tourism.
"I think adding the belvedere or lookout for the bridge kind of satisfies those needs of making the bridge a destination point for people,"
he said.
ALDOT also wants to make improvements to the Cochrane bridge by redoing the shoulder and adding bike and pedestrian lanes.
Harrison says making bridges bike and pedestrian friendly may be a benefit now and in the future.
"Putting access across the river is important now. We don't know what's going to happen to the transportation system in 50 years," he
said.

$14.5 million granted to rebuild and revitalize Mobile
by Jessica Townsend

(IMG:WPMI) $14.5 million granted to rebuild and revitalize Mobile

MOBILE, Ala. (WPMI) —
The City of Mobile is one step closer to rebuilding aging infrastructure in the city.
A meeting was held Wednesday for contractors who are interested in being a part of the "One Mobile Project" funded by the Tiger Grant
award.
The $14.5 million grant will fund the rebuilding of old infrastructure and will revitalize historic neighborhoods.
http://mynbc15.com/news/local/145-million-granted-to-rebuild-and-revitalize-mobile

Passenger flights from Downtown Mobile Airport feasible by
year's end
Updated Feb 28; Posted Feb 28

This spring ViaAir will begin flying a Mobile-Orlando route using Embraer Regional Jets such as these. (ViaAir photo)
By Lawrence Specker
lspecker@al.com

Things are moving so fast for the Mobile Airport Authority that the hypothetical -- a feasibility study on passenger service out of Brookley
-- is almost being overtaken by an actual chance to make it happen.
The feasibility study was announced late last year after the MAA brought on its new executive director, Chris Curry. It's a fresh stab at
answering an old question: Is it realistically possible to move commercial passenger service from Mobile Regional Airport, west of the city
on Airport Boulevard, to Downtown Mobile Airport, with its easy access to downtown and two interstates?
MAA officials say they anticipate the study will be completed in June. But last week they announced that ViaAir will begin direct flights to
Orlando this spring. And they revealed some news with the potential to change the whole game of flying out of Mobile: They said that
while ViaAir will launch service from Mobile Regional Airport in May, it really wants to fly from Downtown Mobile Airport, located in the
Mobile Aeroplex at Brookley -- and MAA will make that happen, at least on a trial basis, as soon as possible.
"We did not expect an airline to come in and choose Brookley before we finished the feasibility study," Curry said Wednesday. But with
opportunity knocking, he said, Mobile would be foolish not to open the door. As the MAA board met Wednesday, Chairman Elliot Maisel
exhorted the board to embrace a new level of competitiveness with other regional airports. "The sort of New Orleans-GulfportPensacola-Fort Walton-Panama Cities of the world, [or] Jackson, Mississippi, they're not real happy with us right now," he said. "And
they're going to get unhappier."
At another point, he said the ViaAir experiment and the feasibility study may well point the way toward the same future.
"I'll bet you a Dew Drop hot dog that the feasibility study is going to come back and say we need the airport at Brookley," he said. "We

get that airport at Brookley, we can serve all of the citizens of this region." (Proponents of the switch think it will make flying out of
Mobile much more appealing to travelers from Baldwin County and even the Pensacola area, leading to more traffic, leading to more
positive developments.)
No matter what happens with ViaAir, the feasibility study has some big questions to address, such as the cost of building a permanent
terminal at Brookley, the post-swap future of Mobile Regional Airport and the impact of a swap on affected communities. The ViaAir plan
is just putting a toe in the water by comparison, though it could reveal much about those waters. Continue HERE

Integrating Shared Mobility into Multimodal Transportation Planning: Improving Regional Performance to
Meet Public Goals
This FHWA white paper provides a framework and examples to assist MPOs, local governments, and other transportation agencies in
planning for shared mobility as a part of their multimodal transportation system. The resource draws from 13 metropolitan areas,
presents four models, and provides recommendations for exploring partnerships, modeling, and planning for shared mobility. FHWA
highlights the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, the Southern California Association of Governments, and other MPOs as
examples of ways regional organizations are planning for transportation systems of the future.

Transportation Research
NEW! AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications, 8th Edition
Check out this video for details about the new 8th edition of the LRFD Bridge Design Specifications, including information on the major updates that
have been made to the Specifications since the 2014 7th edition.
For more information or to purchase a copy, visit the AASHTO Bookstore online at https://bookstore.transportation.org, and search by the item code,
LRFD-8.

Bicycle Safety Survey
ALDOT is conducting a research project “Comprehensive Investigation of Bike Crash Causes, Patterns and Countermeasures in Alabama”.
Please help us share this link to participants (both drivers and bicyclists).This survey is being conducted by the University of Alabama in
Huntsville (UAH) on behalf of the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT). The main objective of this survey is to identify the
status of drivers’ and bicyclists’ understanding of cycling regulations and rules in Alabama. The survey results will help design the
appropriate outreach programs to better educate both drivers and bicyclists.
https://uah.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_exhrpcJAXEaiJWl

Sign up today to attend the 2018 SDITE Annual Meeting to be held in Mobile from April 8 - 11, 2018. Since our section is hosting, we
need to have great representation from all our section members. The Early Bird Registration rate of $350 ends soon.

FHWA Publishes Guidance on TPM Travel Time Metric Data Reporting to HPMS
The third performance measure regulation in the National Performance Management Measures requires state DOTs to submit
performance metric and related data to the Highway Performance Monitoring System (HPMS) by June 15, 2018 and annually thereafter.
The national travel time-based performance measures include the: Interstate Travel Time Reliability Measure, Non-Interstate NHS Travel
Time Reliability Measure, Freight Reliability Measure, and CMAQ Peak Hour Excessive Delay Measure. FHWA released a document with
information and guidance on complying with these requirements

2018 USDOT Webinar Series: What’s New in Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Deployment
February 20, 1:00 – 2:00 PM ET
March 6, 1:00 – 2:00 PM ET
March 27, 1:00 – 2:00 PM ET
USDOT ITS Joint Program Office will host a new three-part webinar series highlighting the latest trends and developments in ITS
deployment. To measure the deployment of ITS technology nationally, the USDOT’s ITS Deployment Tracking Project surveys
transportation agencies in the largest U.S. cities on a regular basis. The ITS Knowledge Resources Portal summarizes the benefits, costs,
deployment levels, and lessons learned for ITS deployment and operations from over 20 years of ITS evaluation studies, research
syntheses, handbooks, journal articles, and conference papers tracking the effectiveness of deployed ITS. The webinar series will provide

an overview of these resources to support informed decision making on ITS investments, highlight recent additions to the survey, and
solicit feedback from participants on how best to redesign the portal to improve its usability and value.

BTS Releases Pocket Guide to Transportation Mobile App
The Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) has released a new dynamic mobile app for the Pocket Guide to Transportation 2018 – a
quick reference guide to transportation statistics. This popular guide provides the latest transportation statistics at your fingertips in
mobile app and printed formats. It covers data on major trends, moving people and goods, system use and performance, the economy,
safety, infrastructure, and the environment. Download the app now to access all the features of the classic Pocket Guide plus enhanced
navigation, sharable graphics to social media and email, and dynamic data updates to highlight the most recent up-to-date statistics. The
app is available on the App Store and on Google Play (keyword: BTS Pocket Guide). To access the Pocket Guide, go to BTS Pocket Guide to
Transportation or text USDOT BTSPG to 468311. This publication can also be obtained by ordering online, by contacting BTS by phone at
202-366-DATA or by e-mail at answers@dot.gov
For inquiries other than placing orders contact Dave Smallen: david.smallen@dot.gov or 202-366-5568.   

Making a Model a Good Predictive Tool
A basic part of travel demand model validation is running the model for a “base year” and comparing the outputs to observed data. In this
FHWA project, two model versions for each of two metropolitan areas were run twice each: 1) the more recent version for its base year
and a backcast scenario (for the base year of the earlier model version), and 2) the earlier version for its base year and a forecast scenario
(for the base year of the later model version). This research was intended to produce useful data on which model components are most
stable over time and their sensitivities to the factors affecting travel demand that vary over time. The report includes lessons learned and
recommendations for planning agencies.

New ADA Sidewalk and Curb Ramp Compliance App
Download it Today

http://www.vueworks.com/sidewalks-and-curb-ramps-application/
•
•
•
•
•

Simple to Use
Download from Apple Store or Google Play
Collect information at your pace
Gathers ADA Compliance inventory and condition information
Location is automatically collected in GIS

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were collected
from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and acronyms
related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases which exist
within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
· Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.
· None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for pedestrian.
· The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word,
phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

