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Transportation Friday
An electronic newsletter concerning regional transportation issues

Friday, March 31st, 2017
In This Issue
· MOBILE MPO UPDATES

Volume 21, Number 10
The Mobile Urban Area Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) call for Projects has been announced (please see Funding
Opportunities). The deadline is June 2 and this go around the Mobile MPO has $1.2 Million (federal) available for Mobile
Urban TAP projects. A Beach Trolley is a possibility in Baldwin County, and big news about Walmart. Also, there are a couple
of public meetings next week; one about the Statewide 2040 Transportation Plan and one on the Map for Mobile; please see
In The News . This week’s Just For Fun is uplifting, and tomorrow is the Crepe Myrtle Trail Ride www.crepemyrtleride.com.

· PROJECTS LET APRIL 7TH,
2017

Have a great weekend! And check out ALGO Traffic before you travel!

·
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MARCH 15 th, 2017 MPO POLICY MEETING

The Mobile MPO Policy Board met on Wednesday, March 15, 2017 at 10:00 am at the GM&O Building in the Board Room at
110 Beauregard Street. The purpose of the meeting was to approve the modification of the 25 year Long Range
Recently Completed
Transportation Plan (LRTP) and the 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to create a funding program for the
Planning Studies
Congestion Management Process (CMP). The CMP will be funded through the Mobile MPO and will be for intersection type
Destination 2040 Long Range improvements that aim towards alleviating congestion. The program will be an annual federal funding amount of $500,000. In
Transportation Plan
order to accommodate this program, a large interchange at Airport Blvd and McGregor Ave was removed from the LRTP. In
Toole Design Non-Motorized
addition, there was a lengthy discussion concerning the I-10 Mobile River Bridges’ Bicycle component, that was part of an
Mobility Study for
update to the MPO concerning the recent BPAC meeting. The MPO also voted to approve the following modifications to the
Downtown Mobile
FY 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program:
2017 Unified Planning Work
Program

2016-2019 Transportation
Improvement Program
Origin Destination Study
Using Cell Phones

TIGER FUNDS
100066564 ( PE ) ONE MOBILE - COMPLETE STREET INITIATIVE TIGER GRANT FOR THE BROAD STREET CORRIDOR;
$1,570,000.00; 4/1/2017
100066565 ( CN ) ONE MOBILE - COMPLETE STREET INITIATIVE TIGER GRANT FOR THE BROAD STREET CORRIDOR;
$21,000,000; 2/15/2019

Contact Us
http://www.mobilempo.org
transportation@sarpc.org

Kevin Harrison, PTP
Director of Transportation
kharrison@sarpc.org

Tom Piper
Senior Transportation
Planner
tpiper@sarpc.org

Monica Williamson
Transportation Planner
mwilliamson@sarpc.org

Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org

CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROCESS FUNDS
100066702 (PE) CMP Corridor Government St, from Broad Street to Bankhead Tunnel; FY 2017; $62,500
100066703 (CN) CMP Corridor Government St, from Broad Street to Bankhead Tunnel; FY 2017; $562,500
100066704 (PE) CMP Corridor Dauphin St, from Sage Ave. to Springhill Hospital; FY 2018; $62,500
100066705 (CN) CMP Corridor Dauphin St, from Sage Ave. to Springhill Hospital; FY 2018; $562,500
100066706 (PE) CMP Corridor Airport Blvd. from University Blvd to Hillcrest Rd; FY 2019; $62,500
100066707 (CN) CMP Corridor Airport Blvd. from University Blvd to Hillcrest Rd; FY 2019; $562,500

Recent Scheduling Changes This Week for Mobile
Project : 100055881 ( RW )
Federal aid number : STPMB 7550 (602)
Project Description : ADDITIONAL LANES ON CR-656 (ZEIGLER BLVD) FROM CR-70 (TANNER WILLIAMS RD) TO CR-31
(SCHILLINGER RD)
Old Target start date : June 01, 2017
New Target start date : August 01, 2017
Project : 100062526 ( CN )
Federal aid number : TAPMB TA14 (907)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : WHISTLER STREET SIDEWALK IN PRICHARD. THIS PROJECT IS LOCATED 216 E. PRICHARD AVENUE IN THE

South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

CITY OF PRICHARD.
Old Delete Indicator :
New Delete Indicator : D
Project : 100064495 ( CN )
Federal aid number : TAPMB TA15 (900)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION ALONG HOWELLS FERRY ROAD FROM ALLENTOWN ELEMENTARY TO SNOW
ROAD AND OLD PASCAGOULA ROAD FROM HORSE SHOE LANE TO THEODORE-DAWES ROAD IN MOBILE COUNTY.
Old Target start date : April 15, 2017
New Target start date : September 15, 2017
Project : 100065880 ( CN )
Federal aid number : TAPMB TA16 (946)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : BIT AND SPUR ROAD PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT IN THE CITY OF MOBILE
Old Target start date : April 15, 2017
New Target start date : September 15, 2017
Project : 100065881 ( CN )
Federal aid number : TAPMB TA16 (947)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : OLD SHELL ROAD SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF MOBILE
Old Target start date : April 15, 2017
New Target start date : September 15, 2017
Project : 100065881 ( CN )
Federal aid number : TAPMB TA16 (947)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : OLD SHELL ROAD SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF MOBILE
Old Target start date : April 15, 2017
New Target start date : September 15, 2017
Project : 100066178 ( FM )
Federal aid number : NH 0042 (532)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : RESURFACING OF SR-42 (US-98) FROM THE MISSISSIPPI STATE LINE TO SNOW ROAD
Old Engineers Estimate : $3,391,091.00
New Engineers Estimate : $2,378,757.37
Project : 100064591 ( CN )
Federal aid number : RHPD RR16 (916)
County : MOBILE
Project Description : RCI, REF #1293(XIV-R), NS DOT #727827G / AGR DOT #665310G AT STATION STREET IN SARALAND,
MOBILE COUNTY
Old Engineers Estimate : $200,000.00
New Engineers Estimate : $423,053.35

The Draft Statewide Transportation Plan is available for review

http://www.dot.state.al.us/tpmpweb/mp/swtp.html
A long range transportation plan is a tool used by federal, state, and local entities to evaluate transportation assets and to
plan for future needs. The Statewide Transportation Plan is a long-range plan that assesses the State’s multimodal
transportation system and presents plans for improvement and maintenance. The plan will forecast a minimum of 20 years,
and will involve engagement with both public and private entities. The plan is designed to meet the goals and other
requirements required by federal legislation, including the new FAST Act with its emphasis on performance management.
The Statewide Transportation Plan will include both a document and a travel demand model. The document will provide a
means to display the State’s current assets and examine where work will be needed in the future. The travel demand model
will be used to forecast traffic to help identify future needs. Alabama’s transportation infrastructure includes the highway
system, transit and rail lines, bicycle and pedestrian operations, freight operations, airports, and river and seaports.
This website will continue to be updated as the development of the Statewide Transportation Plan gets underway.
Deliverables will include interim reports, mapping, and other related information. The previous statewide transportation plan
is available here. An assessment of the existing transportation system was also performed in 2008 and that document is
available here.

Your comments are important to us - please continue to let us know about transportation related concerns that you think will
help us to improve the Alabama transportation program. Please send your comments to: altransplans@dot.state.al.us.

SAFETY PERFORMANCE MEASURES
By July 1, 2017, ALDOT Should have developed the statewide performance measures for safety. The Mobile MPO, and the all
MPO’s including the Eastern Shore MPO, will have until February 27 th , 2018 to either adopt ALDOT’s methodology for
performance measures, or adopt their own. There are five safety performance measures:
·
·
·
·
·

number of fatalities
rate of fatalities
number of serious injuries
rate of serious injuries
number of non-motorized fatalities and serious injuries combined

The Mobile MPO will have to develop targets for these five performance measures (using ALDOT’s methodology or our own)
and create an annual System Performance Report, and then decide on whether we have met our targets or not. Statewide, if
ALDOT does not meet the targets of the performance measures, they will lose the flexibility of their safety funding. At the
MPO level, if we do not meet are targets, well, we must try harder.
Performance measures and targets must be specified for Safety (see above), Transit (ALDOT Multi-modal), Freight (ALDOT and
MPO) and Highway (ALDOT contracted with Jeff Carroll of South Carolina). The LRTP and the TIP must be modified as it must
be explained how each project in both documents are working towards achieving all performance measure targets. . The
performance measures used by the Mobile MPO, and the Eastern Shore MPO will be discussed at length in the next several
months, and the topic is on the agenda at the Alabama Transportation Planners Association Conference (ATPA) March 23-24
in Florence, AL. Please contact Kevin Harrison if you have any questions pertaining to Performance Measures.

3-C Agreement To Be Updated
To all members of the Mobile MPO, we have to update our 3-C agreement. This is the agreement between SARPC, ALDOT,
the WAVE Transit, the eight Urban Area cities and Mobile County that actually creates the Mobile MPO. In order to execute
this agreement, we will need a resolution from Mobile County and each city in the next month or so. If you are a new mayor,
your staff is familiar with this as we did this last Spring. Because there is a new federal transportation act “the FAST ACT”, the
language has changed and we must update the agreement. We sent notifications to each MPO member. Please call Kevin if
there are any questions.

Projects Within Region Let April 7th, 2017
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
None at this time
MOBILE COUNTY
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-213 from the intersection of SR-17 (US-45)
in Prichard to the junction SR-158 in Saraland. Length 2.966 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from
$508,565 to $621,580
BALDWIN COUNTY
For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-104 from the junction of SR-42 (US-98) in
Fairhope to the junction of SR-59 in Robertsdale. Length 10.490 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is
from $1,523,790 to $1,862,410 .

What’s Under Construction?
Project Status

Legislative Updates
House Committee Passes MPO Coordination Rule Repeal Bill
After brief remarks Wednesday by the bill’s sponsor, Representative Dan Lipinski (D-IL), lead co-sponsor Representative Jason
Lewis (R-MN), and Representative Elizabeth Esty (D-CT), the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee passed the
MPO Rule Repeal legislation (H.R. 1346) by voice vote. There were no amendments and the vote was unanimous in support.
The next step will be to request that the House pass the Senate version of the bill, ideally on the suspension calendar (which
means it won’t even need a vote). Taking up the Senate bill at this point means that once it passes, the bill will be ready for
the president’s signature. If the House passes the House version, it would require additional action by the Senate to finalize.

Bill Forthcoming to Reform Permitting Requirements

Senator Dan Sullivan (R-AK) stated this week that he has secured Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao’s commitment to work
on legislation to overhaul permit registration for federal projects. Sullivan hopes to have a bill that speeds up infrastructure
permits before a major infrastructure package hits Congress. He claims the Rebuild America Now Act would not cut corners
but allow federal funds to be used more efficiently.

APTA Legislative Alert – Capital Investment Grant Program
The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) is urging action to support the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program.
The president’s fiscal year 2018 “skinny budget” proposal would phase out the CIG program, putting projects in the pipeline
and future projects at risk. APTA is asking for organizations to call their senators and representatives to ask them to sign on to
letters to support public transportation programs. You can find the Senate letter HERE, and the House letter HERE.

Does FAST Act Slow MAP-21 Project Delivery?
An audit from the USDOT Inspector General found delays in FHWA’s implementation of MAP-21 project delivery provisions. Of
42 planned actions, only 27 have been implemented, but a large number require revision based on new requirements in the
FAST Act. Nineteen of the planned implementation actions were delayed, including 4 out of 9 rules mandated under MAP-21.
The audit also pointed to “low state participation” in some initiatives, including Section 1304, a program to promote
innovative technology. USDOT agreed with the recommendations made by the Inspector General and stated that they will
commit to implement all but the ones regarding innovative technologies, which require more time, by April 30, 2017.

USDOT 50th Anniversary Open House
Wednesday at USDOT Headquarters in Washington, D.C., Secretary Elaine Chao addressed a group of guests and employees in
celebration of the department’s 50th anniversary. She stated that the $1 trillion infrastructure plan could include energy,
water, broadband, and veterans hospitals, and stressed that private capital would be just one of the funding sources for the
bill. Secretary Chao also emphasized safety, technology, and the potential for public private partnerships. NARC Executive
Director Leslie Wollack and NARC Director of Transportation Programs Erich Zimmermann both attended the event to
welcome the new secretary.

Senate seen as starting point for Trump’s infrastructure plan
BY MELANIE ZANONA - 03/29/17 04:08 PM EDT

Transportation leaders believe that President’s Trump $1 trillion infrastructure package should start in the Senate after the
House GOP’s bruising defeat on healthcare last week.
Rep. John Delaney (D-Md.), speaking during an infrastructure event hosted by The Hill and the Canadian American Business
Council, said that the best path forward for infrastructure is likely across the Capitol, though that doesn’t mean House
lawmakers won’t have a role in shaping Trump’s proposal.
“I don’t think the president is going to spend a lot of time in the short-term developing plans with the House on what to do,
given the recent experience,” Delaney said Wednesday.

But with 60 votes needed in the Senate to advance any legislation, Delaney emphasized that Senate Minority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) will be key to any infrastructure negotiations.
“The best path, if you were counseling the president, you’d ask him to pick up the phone and call Chuck Schumer and see if
you can have some kind of a framework for a deal there,” Delaney said. “And then you’d go to [Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.)] and see if you could get some buy-in and get something there, and then just go to the House.”
Previously, the expectation was that the House would take the lead and kick-start efforts on Trump’s promised infrastructure
proposal. Those dynamics could change as the administration, eager to score a legislative victory, considers its best path
forward.
Both parties agree on the need to repair the nation’s infrastructure, but they are split on how to do it. Democrats want to see
direct federal investments for transportation, while Republicans typically prefer leveraging private sector dollars to upgrade
U.S. roads, bridges and other public works.
It’s clear that Trump will have to reach across the aisle to make a deal on infrastructure.
Transportation leaders are expecting Trump to court centrist lawmakers and red state Democrats, some of whom were in
attendance at a White House reception for senators on Tuesday evening. Infrastructure investment also came up at a recent
White House meeting between Trump and the Congressional Black Caucus.
In the Senate, the seeds for a deal are already there. Schumer and a group of Democrats introduced their own $1 trillion
infrastructure package earlier this year in an opening bid to swing Trump to their side of the debate.
“It has to start in the Senate. The House needs a bill to work off of that’s been approved to get something done,” said Marcia
Hale, president of Building America’s Future. “Take some of the ideas from the House, but craft a deal with Chuck Schumer in
the Senate, then go to Sen. McConnell and see whether there are enough votes in the middle to pass something.”
Trump and Schumer’s relationship has been tepid, but the president has signaled that he is willing to repair his relationship

with Democratic lawmakers.
“I think we are going to have some very good relationships — right, Chuck? I see Chuck,” Trump said at Tuesday’s White
House reception. “Hello, Chuck."
The stalled healthcare effort could result in other significant shifts for Trump’s agenda. The White House is now reportedly
considering moving infrastructure and tax reform at the same time.
Rep. Bill Shuster (R-Pa.), chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, has long maintained that the
rebuilding package wouldn’t take shape until the fall. But Shuster seemed to change his tune a little bit on Wednesday,
suggesting that the issue could come up more quickly.
50 YEARS OF US TRANSPORTATION CHECK IT OUT!

Funding Opportunities
Transportation Alternatives Program Funding (URBAN) deadline June 2, 2017
The Mobile MPO has announced the availability of the Fiscal Years 2017 and 2018 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
funding. The maximum amount that can be applied for per project with Mobile Urbanized TAP funds is $200,000 (federal).
Applicants are welcomed and encouraged to apply for funding for both fiscal years.
The TAP provides funding for programs and projects defined as transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced
mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail program projects; safe routes to
school projects; and projects for planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-ofway of former Interstate System routes or other divided highways.
Applications are due to the Transportation Planning Department of the South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC)
no later than 12:00 p.m., Friday June 2, 2017. Electronic versions of the applications are available online at mobilempo.org.
Click the Mobile MPO tab and then the Transportation Alternatives tab. Project budgets should be itemized and completed by
a Professional Engineer that is certified by the State of Alabama.
If you have any questions please call the SARPC Transportation Planning Department at (251) 433 6541

Department of Agriculture invites applications for Technical Assistance grants for Rural
Transportation Systems
The Department of Agriculture invites applications for grants to provide technical assistance for Rural Transportation (RT)
systems under the Rural Business Development Grant (RDBG) program for fiscal year 2017.
Completed applications must be received in the USDA Rural Development State Office no later than 4:30 p.m. (local time) on
March 31, 2017. For more information, please go to the application website.

FHWA Offers New Funding for Innovative Demonstration Projects
New funding is available from the Federal Highway Administration’s Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration
program to encourage the transportation community to adopt proven innovations. Funding or the AID Demonstration
program, launched in 2014 as part of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act, was continued by the 2015
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act. Since AID Demonstration was introduced, FHWA has provided more than $43
million for 61 awards.
Under the program, funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects that use proven innovations in any project
phase, including planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment and construction. Applications
are accepted on a rolling basis through Grants.gov, the federal government’s website for information on funding
opportunities. For more information on the AID Demonstration program, contact Ewa Flom of the FHWA Center for
Accelerating Innovation.
The FHWA continues the Accelerated Innovation Deployment (AID) Demonstration authorized within the Technology and
Innovation Deployment Program (TIDP) under the Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. The AID Demonstration
provides incentive funding for any project activities eligible for assistance under title 23, U.S.C. in any phase of a highway
transportation project between project planning and project delivery including planning, financing, operation, structures,
materials, pavements, environment, and construction that address the TIDP goals. The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
published on September 1, 2016 (https://federalregister.gov/a/2016-21063) requests grant applications and provides selection
criteria, application requirements, and technical assistance with Grants.gov during the grant solicitation period.
Link to Additional Information:
FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation Grants page

Industrial Access Road and Bridge
Industrial access funds are intended to provide adequate public access to new or expanding distribution, manufacturing and
industrial firms. The industry must be committed to new investment and the creation of new jobs. The new access must be
on public right of way for public use (state, city or county) and the project sponsor (city or county) must maintain the
completed facility unless the facility consists of turn lanes, crossovers, etc., that are located on state highways. Industrial
access funds are limited to construction, construction engineering and inspection costs. The project sponsor is responsible for
all preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation costs.
Prior to the date the qualifying (new or expanding) project is “placed in service,” the sponsoring entity or its local
development agency must notify the Alabama Department of Commerce of its intent to claim the incentives under Section
41-9-202.1, Code of Alabama 1975. Effective October 9, 2008, the Industrial Access Road and Bridge Corporation application
submittal should include the notification acknowledgment letter from the Secretary of Commerce. For more info, see HERE
To stay up to date on all of the many grants that are available click HERE or type www.grants.gov in your browser.

Just For Fun
New service to rise over the competition.
First there was UBER, then there was LYFT, and now there is HUM-X. Uber and LYFT provide a “taxi like” service that is
connected to your smart phone. You click, they come, it’s automatically billed. Now, a new service that is supposed to be
released tomorrow, April 1, 2017, is called HUM-X and is provided by a local taxi service. Hum-X was born to compete with
the new trend of paying millennials, to drive older people to wine bars, to act like millennials. This service guarantees the
fastest route to the growing number of wine bars downtown.
“This is so perf, like TBH, I like wine, and sometimes, I just need to get to the wine bar, like really fast. The struggle is real, for
FOMO, to just Netflix and chill. I mean, I can’t even. Literally. ” said HUM-X customer April Stulti (49).
The service will also go down Airport Boulevard with daily routes to the Mobile Airport.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7ZpQiYWnIg

In the News
'Roads are sufficient': Walmart distribution center coming to coastal Alabama, and so are lots
of trucks
Print Email John Sharp | jsharp@al.com By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on March 29, 2017 at 5:54 PM, updated March 29, 2017 at 8:31 PM

Interstate 10 in coastal Alabama is expected to grow even busier next spring as a new wave of big trucks rolls onto the
roadway. Those 600 or more trucks will be moving back and forth daily between the Port of Mobile and Walmart's supersized new regional distribution center west of Mobile in the Grand Bay area. It's a lot of heavy-hauling semis for 25 miles of
expressway that connect the city's core to heavily populated areas west and south, as local leaders acknowledge.

"We are aware of the traffic," said Mobile County Commissioner Jerry Carl.
Said Jimmy Lyons, director and CEO of the Alabama State Port Authority: "They are convinced the roads are sufficient. They
looked hard at this site and other sites."
The big-truck issue was one of the topics that arose following Wednesday's official announcement at APM Terminals
that Walmart's $135 million distribution center is expected deliver a jolt to container traffic at the Mobile port. Lyons said the
port anticipates a 10 percent increase in container activity, a figure that amounts to 25,000 containers annually. The Port of
Mobile already ranks among the most active ports along the Gulf of Mexico.
Lyons said that transport of the Walmart-bound containers to the regional distribution center will involve about three trucks
each. Already, more than 44,000 vehicles travel along I-10 each day in west Mobile County, although there is no breakdown
on how many of those are semi-tractor trailers.
The distribution center, when fully operational, will be a logistics hub for the nation's No. 1 retailer, servicing approximately
800 of Walmart's 4,600 U.S. stores. Those 800 stories are scattered over in a sweeping area of the nation's heartland, from
Alabama and Mississippi northward to the Great Lakes region

Baldwin County beach trolley service a possibility
Posted: Mar 28, 2017 5:46 PM CDT
Updated: Mar 28, 2017 5:46 PM CDT
By Hal Scheurich, FOX10 News Report

http://www.fox10tv.com/clip/13207327/shuttle-service-on-the-beach

Baldwin County is considering bringing a shuttle service into Orange beach and the surrounding area. A feasibility study has
just been finished and it received good reviews. The county would use the Baldwin Regional Transit System (BRATS), trolley
style buses along Perdido Beach Boulevard during the busiest times of the year.
A growing number of tourists are coming to Baldwin County beaches each year. With the masses comes more traffic. It’s not
just cars, but pedestrians as well. Those visitors don’t just sit in their rooms. They eat, shop, fish go to the beaches and
concerts. Orange Beach city leaders have recognized the need for public transit, but would have to build a transportation
system from scratch. With BRATS already in place, the county has offered to bring their services to the beach.
“When you talk about municipal boundaries, you know our tourists don’t really care whether they’re in Gulf Shores or Orange
Beach for dinner or the condo, etcetera. They just want to be down at Baldwin County beaches and having the county and
BRATS take the lead on this really does give up the opportunity to cross those boundaries without any issues,” Baldwin County
Commissioner, Chris Elliott said.
Of more than 2,000 visitors surveyed, the study showed that nearly 60 percent of them would use a shuttle while here. The
service would be implemented in phases to gauge popularity with the first route running down the beach highway.
“Phase one would be a proposal to have a shuttle service running down Perdido Beach Boulevard from Gulf Shores at the
Hangout all the way to Alabama Point and you’d have a shuttle going east and west continuously,” explained Baldwin County
Director of Transportation, Taylor Rider.
The service would only operate from 2:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. and only run from Memorial Day through Labor Day. Both
Orange Beach and Gulf Shores have made efforts to make their cities more pedestrian-safe and county leaders said the
addition of a shuttle service would just add to that effort.

“Anytime we can get pedestrians off of a congested roadway like that, it helps and of course it helps moving folks back and
forth to restaurants, moving back and forth to bars,” Elliott said. “To be able to get on a shuttle that can safely get them back
and quickly get them back to where they’re staying.”
The Orange Beach City Council will have to approve paying the county for the service before anything moves forward. If that
happens, a user fee will have to be determined. The earliest the shuttle service could begin would be the summer of 2018.

CSX railroad fuel tax lawsuit dismissed; Alabama says $10 million will go to schools
Print Email Kent Faulk | kfaulk@al.com By Kent Faulk | kfaulk@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on March 30, 2017 at 2:38 PM, updated March 30, 2017 at 4:03 PM

Alabama doesn't discriminate against railroads by requiring them to pay a 4 percent diesel fuel sales tax while their
competitors - trucking and barge companies - are exempt, a federal judge ruled this week. Alabama Attorney General Steve
Marshall and Revenue Commissioner Julie P. Magee applauded the ruling, saying it could return more than $10 million in
unpaid taxes to Alabama's Education Trust Fund.
U.S. District Court Judge Abdul Kallon on Wednesday issued an opinion finding the state did not violate the Railroad
Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976. He dismissed the lawsuit by CSX, which has been bounced around federal
courts, including twice to the U.S. Supreme Court, for nearly a decade.
CSX and three other railroads contended in 2008 lawsuits that Alabama's taxing scheme was discriminatory because the state
exempts motor carriers and water carriers from the diesel fuel sales tax it requires railroads to pay. In his ruling Kallon found
that rail carriers pay the 4 percent sales tax when they purchase dyed diesel. However, when rail carriers purchase clear
diesel, like motor carriers, they instead pay a 19 cents per gallon fuel-excise tax and are exempted from the sales tax. So, any
"discrimination" results from CSX's business practices rather than state law.

Transportation Research
Fostering Innovation in Pedestrian and Bicycle Transportation Pooled Fund Study
Call for participants ends May 31

Transportation agencies across the country are seeking ways to improve pedestrian and bicyclist safety and mobility. However,
existing research programs that advance innovation, such as the National Cooperative Highway Research Program, cannot
meet the growing needs for pedestrian and bicyclist research. This Transportation Pooled Fund (TPF) study will supplement
existing research venues and fill an important missing gap by emphasizing short turnaround practical research on issues
immediately relevant to practitioners. It will address national goals and priorities identified through input from local, state, and
national partners in FHWA’s Strategic Agenda for Pedestrian and Bicycle Transportation. The pooled fund will provide a
mechanism for federal, state, regional, and local transportation agencies; academic institutions; foundations; private firms;
and other stakeholders to collaboratively fund and implement pedestrian and bicycle research.

Regional Models of Cooperation Handbook
FHWA recently released their Regional Models of Cooperation Handbook. The Regional Models of Cooperation program is facilitated
through FHWA and FTA and is a part of the Every Day Counts 3 Initiative. The handbook includes numerous case studies and examples of
regional and statewide collaboration and partnership where agencies are working together to save money, be more efficient, and have a
greater impact than they could individually.

January 2017 Freight Transportation Services Index (TSI)
Press Release Number:
BTS 12-17
Date:
Wednesday, March 8, 2017
Media Contact:
Dave Smallen, 202-366-5568
PDF | Excel
The Freight Transportation Services Index (TSI), which is based on the amount of freight carried by the forhire transportation industry, remained unchanged in January from its December level, according to the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s Bureau of Transportation Statistics’ (BTS). The January 2017 index level
(123.2) was 30.1 percent above the April 2009 low during the most recent recession (Tables 1, 2, and 2A).
Freight Transportation Services Index, January 2012 - January 2017
(Seasonally Adjusted, Monthly Average of 2000 = 100)
Table Version | Excel

New ADA Sidewalk and Curb Ramp Compliance App
Download it Today

http://www.vueworks.com/sidewalks-and-curb-ramps-application/
•       Simple to Use
•       Download from Apple Store or Google Play
•       Collect information at your pace
•       Gathers ADA Compliance inventory and condition information
•       Location is automatically collected in GIS

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms
were collected from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over
9,000 terms and acronyms related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation
publications and databases which exist within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
· Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.
· None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for
pedestrian.
· The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that
word, phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

