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The Mobile MPO met on Wednesday to adopt the Destination 2040, we had our Federal
Certification Review, a 2-day funding workshop concerning the I-10 Mobile River Bridge was this
week, and we have revised the Scope of Work with Toole Design Group concerning the NonMotorized Mobility Study for Downtown Mobile (meeting coming up 3/23/15). Please see Mobile
MPO Updates.
Did you know the Wallace Tunnels were built form 1969-1973 and first conceived in 1956? There is
a detailed account of the construction and materials of the Wallace tunnels, and it is written by….
you will have to find out in this week’s Just For Fun…
Have a good weekend.
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP
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FHWA 2-Day Funding Workshop
This week, SARPC and the staff of the Mobile MPO helped facilitate a Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) funding workshop to ALDOT and elected officials. This workshop was
provided by FHWA for communities that need to fund large transportation projects, such as a
bridge… The workshop was suggested at the SARPC Highway Funding Conference in May, 2014,
and more recently to the elected official delegation that went to Washington D.C. in September.
Tolling seemed to be an underlying theme of some of these federal programs that were presented
to the group. No decisions on funding the bridge were made, but it was an interesting 2 days of
being educated on the various federal programs. Topics included:
Tolling
•
Tolling Overview
•
Federal Requirements
•
Discussion – Tolling and the Mobile River Bridge Project
Public-Private Partnerships
•
P3s Overview
•
P3 Projects in the U.S.
•
Discussion – P3 Options and the Mobile River Bridge Project
Alternative Revenue
•
Value Capture

Director of Transportation
kharrison@sarpc.org

•
Traffic and Revenue Forecasting
•
Discussion – Alternative Revenue and the Mobile River Bridge Project
Federal Credit Assistance
Tom Piper
•
TIFIA
Senior Transportation Planner •
Private Activity Bonds
tpiper@sarpc.org
•
Discussion – Federal Credit and the Mobile River Bridge Project
Federal-Aid Innovative Finance Tools
Monica Williamson
•
GARVEEs
Transportation Planner
•
SIBs / Section 129 Loans
mwilliamson@sarpc.org
•
Toll Credits
•
Discussion – Federal-Aid Tools and the Mobile River Bridge Project
Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org

Mobile MPO Meeting

South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

The Mobile MPO met this week and had a brief summary of the 2-day funding workshop that was
put on by the FHWA, (please see above). Also, the Destination 2040 Long Range Transportation
Plan was adopted (see below). We had a couple of projects enter the Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP), and we had to move some projects out of our STP Attributable Funding Schedule.
We had the FHWA review with the Policy Board the Certification Review Process, and it allowed
members to comment to the FHWA on the performance of the Mobile MPO staff. Finally we had
an update as to the effectiveness of our public participation program, and a listing of our FY 2014
authorized projects.
For all things Mobile MPO, please see HERE

Mobile MPO Federal Certification Review
This week was the Mobile MPO Federal Certification Review conducted by the Federal Highway
Administration, the Alabama Department of Transportation and the Federal Transit
Administration. For the most part the review of the Mobile MPO went well, with aid of Mrs.
Harrison’s homemade peanut butter/chocolate chip cookies. There may be some changes to our
2016-2020 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) next fiscal year, but we will wait until the
findings report comes out. This will most likely be reported to the MPO at the June, 2015 Policy
Board meeting. We will keep you posted.

Non-Motorized Mobility Study for Downtown Mobile
As most of you know we have contracted with Toole Design out of Washington D.C. to assist us
with the Non-Motorized Mobility Study for Downtown Mobile. Because the City of Mobile wants a
more detailed analysis of Water Street at a faster pace than we could have provided, we have
revised the Scope of Work with Toole Design Group. They are going to focus more on Broad Street
and other areas of the previous scope of work. Those of you that are stakeholders, (which is
everyone) we will be having the stakeholder meeting on March 23rd. We will keep you posted.
HERE is the revised Scope of Work.

DESTINATION 2040
The Mobile MPO Long Range Transportation Plan, Destination 2040, has been adopted,
subsequent comments from ALDOT, FHWA, and FTA. The DRAFT document that was out for review
and reviewed with MPO and TCC/CAC members may have some slight modifications in the FINAL
Document. The FINAL will be out in a couple of weeks.
The plan is multi-modal in scope, encompassing long-range plans for highway, public
transportation, and bicycle/pedestrian networks. Regional growth, economic development, and
accessibility within the study area along with environmental concerns necessitate that the longrange plan addresses not only improved vehicular travel but also improvements to other modes of
transportation such as bicycling and walking. Preservation of the existing transportation system
coupled with enhancement of all modal choices will contribute to the improvement of the overall
quality of life in the region. You can learn more about the plan HERE.

I-10 Mobile River Bridge
ALDOT has released the I-10 Mobile River Bridge Corridor Hearing Report Summary and it is now
available online at www.mobileriverbridge.com. This report summarizes all of the comments that
were received during the Draft Environmental Impact Statement public comment period in the Fall
of 2014. The document suggests most of the support was for the B prime route. Although we are
moving closer and closer to having a bridge, there are still several hurdles still to cross, including
funding, but the fast-track design phase on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge project viewed as
'enormous step forward'.
Notice to Prospective Consultants
Design consultants do not need to be pre-qualified to respond to the Mobile River Bridge Project
Notice of Need, expected to be posted in March 2015. Consultants do need to be on the prequalified list by the time of consultant selection.
Notice of Need and Get Pre-Qualified link
http://cpmsweb2.dot.state.al.us/ConsultMgmt//default.aspx
The Notice of Need will be sent to all who are prequalified and posted on the ALDOT website.
For more information on the I-10 Mobile River Bridge:
ALDOT’S Web Site: http://www.mobileriverbridge.com/
Build The I-10 Bridge Coalition Web Site: http://www.buildthei10bridge.com/

Projects Within Region Let February 27, 2015
Baldwin County

·

for constructing the Intersection Improvements on SR-180 at the intersection of Main Street to
include Widening from Money Bayou Drive to William Silvers Parkway. Length 0.747 mi.
Escambia County
· for the Bridge Painting on SR-113 over the CSX Railroad and on Ringold Street in Flomaton.
What’s Under Construction?

Legislative Updates
House Passes Rail Reauthorization
In a 316-101 vote, the U.S. House of Representatives yesterday passed the Passenger Rail Reform
and Investment Act of 2015 (PRRIA; H.R. 749), which authorizes Amtrak passenger rail for four
years. The bill makes some structural changes to Amtrak’s funding, creating separate accounts for
the Northeast Corridor and the National Network, and the creation of a Northeast Corridor
Investment Plan. It includes a pilot program that would allow for private bids to run service in lieu
of Amtrak, at no more than 90 percent of what Amtrak spent in the previous year. It would also
require Amtrak to consider ways to monetize its right-of-way and encourage development around
its stations.

Local Chambers of Commerce Request Transportation Action
A letter signed by 260 local chambers of commerce asks Congress to solve the impending
insolvency of the Highway Trust Fund, ensure that federal funds are flexible enough to support all
modes of transportation, and “empower local communities and metropolitan regions with more
authority over both federal funding and decision-making.”

Sequester Lurking for Transportation
House Appropriations Transportation-HUD Subcommittee Chairman Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL)
indicated that he would submit a spending bill that abides by the sequester caps. The result would
be a bill with little increase for USDOT. Just two years ago, House leaders pushed a bill that stuck

to sequester caps, and it caused a bi-partisan backlash that led to the bill being pulled from the
floor.

New Campaign to Improve Rail Crossing Safety
The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) recently announced the launch of a new campaign
intended to improve safety at grade crossings. This campaign solicits the help of law enforcement
to increase visibility of crossings and write citations to drivers who violate rules of the road at rail
crossings. Subsequent phases will include increased use of technology and increased public
awareness.

Funding Opportunities
FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program –TAP FUNDS
Deadline: May 1, 2015
Only cities and counties can apply for TAP funds, and your jurisdiction will determine your
application for TAP Funds. If you are in the Mobile Urbanized Area, you are eligible for the Urban
Area TAP Funds available through the Mobile MPO at South Alabama Regional Planning
Commission. If you are outside of the Mobile Urbanized Area you will apply to ADLOT for TAP
funds (see below). The applications, guidelines and funding limits between the STATE TAP and
the URBAN TAP are slightly different. Please be aware, and if there are any question please do
not hesitate to call us. The federal guidance on TAP funs is here:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/guidance/guidetap.cfm

MOBILE URBANIZED TAP FUNDS
The Mobile MPO announces the availability of the FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program
(TAP) funding. The maximum amount that can be applied for with Mobile Urbanized TAP funds
is $200,000 (federal). The TAP provides funding for programs and projects defined as
transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities,
infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced
mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail
program projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for planning, designing, or
constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of former Interstate
System routes or other divided highways. The Applications, the Instructions and Guidelines, and
a sample ranting form for the Mobile Urban Area TAP Funds were emailed and mailed out to all
MPO member governments last week. These documents are available on our website as well
HERE.

ALDOT TAP FUNDS
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) announced application availability for the
FY 2015 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding. The TAP provides funding for
programs and projects defined as transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to public
transportation and enhanced mobility, community improvement activities, and environmental
mitigation; recreational trail program projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for
planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way
of former Interstate System routes or other divided highways. ALDOT TAP Funding applications
can only come from ALDOT [HERE].

HUD $1 Billion National Disaster Resilience Competition
Application Deadline: March 2015
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) recently launched a National Disaster
Resilience Competition, which makes $1 billion available to communities that have been struck by
natural disasters in recent years. The competition promotes risk assessment and planning, and will
fund the implementation of innovative resilience projects to better prepare communities for future
storms and other extreme events. Representatives from eligible communities will have the
opportunity to attend Rockefeller-supported Resilience Academies across the country to strengthen

their funding proposals. Click HERE to apply.

Incentive Opportunities
As the third round of the Every Day Counts initiative moves into high gear, the Federal Highway
Administration is offering incentives and technical assistance to help the highway community
mainstream innovations.
Fiscal year 2015 assistance is now available from the State Transportation Innovation Council
Incentive program. The program provides resources—technical assistance and funds—to help STICs
make innovations standard practice. States can get up to $100,000 a year for activities such as
implementing system process changes, organizing peer exchanges and developing guidance and
specifications. Contact the state FHWA Division Office or Mary Huie at (202) 366-3039 for
information.
The Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program continues to accept applications
through Grants.gov. Incentive funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects using
innovation on any aspect of highway transportation, including planning, financing, environment,
design, construction, materials, pavements, structures and operations. See the AID Demonstration
Web page or contact Ewa Flom at (202) 366-2169 for details.
Section 1304 of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act allows an increase in the
federal funding share of up to 5 percent on eligible projects that use innovations.

Just For Fun
This week’s Just for Fun is brought to you by an engineer that worked on the I-10 Wallace Tunnels.
Please follow THIS LINK to read the memoirs of a young structural engineer, that has become
probably the best engineer the State of Alabama has produced, with achievements that are too
many to list. This white paper (no longer white) is a very detailed and fascinating account of our
beloved tunnels. But who was this young buck? You will have to read the white paper to find out,
and that’s Just For Fun.

Photo from collection of the Doy Leale McCall Rare Book and Manuscript Library at the University of South Alabama

In the News
Alabama Association of Regional Commissions in Town
If the folks of Alabama only knew what good hands the Port of Alabama is in… The Alabama

Association of Regional Commissions (AARC) is in Mobile today for their regularly scheduled
meeting. As part of their trip to Mobile, a tour of the Alabama Port was given to the Executive
Directors and others by none other than Judy Adams of the Port. It was an incredible and
impressive tour. As if the sheer volumes and variety of commodities was not impressive enough,
the expansions and plans for expansions was extraordinary. BTW, the Port is very secure, and their
security system is working…..

Now leasing: Foley's Blue Collar Country entertainment complex on the rise

By Marc D. Anderson | manderson@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on March 03, 2015 at 5:24 PM, updated March 03, 2015 at 5:56 PM

Signs of progress are easy to see at the long-awaited Blue Collar Country entertainment complex in
Foley.
Workers erected a few large "Now Leasing" signs in the past week at key points around the 520acre development fronting the Foley Beach Express and Baldwin County 20.
One sign features images of a tethered hot air balloon emblazoned with a Blue Collar Country logo
floating over a lake, hotel, shops, restaurants and the adjacent Foley Sports Tourism Complex.
Another sign shows people strolling next to the lake lined with tables and umbrellas on one side
and two-story French colonial-style structures on the other side.
The signs point to preparations for Phase II of the $200 million development, according to
developer Glen Bilbo of Blue Collar Destinations. Construction in Phase II is expected to begin soon.
"We have already had a great deal of preleasing interest and now look forward to finalizing our
tenant mix," Bilbo said in a prepared statement.
Phase II plans for Blue Collar Country call for 94 specialty retail shops, six themed restaurants, a
"Country Fair" with rides and midway games and other major attractions, all surrounding a lake.

MOBILE TO HOST USA CYCLING CRITERIUM AND CENTURY RIDE
MOBILE, Ala. – The Mobile Sports Authority, along with the City and County of Mobile, USA
Cycling, Team Share the Road, the Mobile Bay CVB, and Little Red Hen Productions, is pleased to
announce the 2015 Mobile Sports Authority (MSA) Tour de Bay coming to downtown Mobile,
Alabama, May 2-3, 2015. The two-day, first-time event will feature a criterium championship along

with a 62-mile Century Ride.
“We are very excited to be hosting the first MSA Tour de Bay in Mobile,” said Danny Corte,
Executive Director of the Mobile Sports Authority. “The sport of cycling has been growing at a
healthy pace in the Mobile area and we hope that by starting our own criterium and fun ride, this
event will help to grow the sport even more in our area.”
Saturday’s main event will serve as the 2015 USA Cycling Alabama State Criterium Championships.
The criterium, a short course road race, will feature a 6/10 mile track running through the
entertainment district of downtown Mobile. Races kick off at 8 a.m. with the races being staged
out of Bienville Square.
“This will be a unique event that showcases Mobile and the entertainment possibilities in the
area,” said Stuart Lamp, Southeast Business Development Manager for USA Cycling. “USA Cycling is
excited to assist in this effort and help showcase Mobile as a destination for individuals who race
and ride bicycles.”
Cycling continues Sunday with a Century Ride through Mobile County. Through the joint effort with
Team Share the Road, the family-friendly bike ride will begin and end at Bienville Square and will
feature three distance options: 8 miles, 22 miles, or 62 miles.
Team Share the Road Vice President Deena Tyler added, “Team Share the Road is proud to be a
sponsor of this event and is excited to highlight what the Mobile area offers to the sport of cycling.
We look forward to hosting all of the pro and amateur cyclists coming to the Port City.”
Registration for both Saturday and Sunday events can be found at:
www.usacycling.org/register/2015-541
Links available for the map of each course:
Criterium – http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/607550742
Century Ride - http://www.mapmyride.com/routes/view/587682516

6th Annual Good Life Ride and Hangout
Join IMAthlete for a fun bicycle ride through Baldwin County and party at The Hangout! Four
routes are available: 62, 40, 20 and 8 miles. To best enjoy the ride, you should be able to maintain
a minimum pace of 10mph.
The signature 40-mile route is mostly rural and flat through Fairhope, Magnolia Springs, Foley,
Orange Beach and Gulf Shores. The 20-mile route starts in Magnolia Springs while the 8-mile route
starts at the Orange Beach Sportsplex and winds through the scenic Hugh S. Branyon Backcounty
Trail. NEW THIS YEAR! They've added a metric century (62 miles) starting from Pro Cycle & Tri in
Fairhope as part of their weekly shop ride. The metric century route is for experienced riders able
to maintain a 17mph pace.
Children under 18 MUST be accompanied by an adult. All children under the age of 12 are free.
Deadline for online registration is May 7th. Day-of registration will be available but t-shirts are not
guaranteed. (See below for day-of registration times and locations.)
This is a ONE WAY ride. You will have to make arrangements for your transportation back. Most
riders have friends or family meet them at The Hangout with a car.
For more information click HERE.

Transportation Research
U.S. DOT Unveils 30-Year Transportation Report:
Earlier last week, U.S. DOT released a draft report, Beyond Traffic 2045, a long-term view of the
nation’s transportation system and how it will meet the nation’s needs and goals. The report stops
short of making specific policy recommendations, and instead examines demographic trends and

their impact on people and freight movement. A final report will be released later this year. Click
HERE to read the report, and HERE to provide feedback on this draft.
FHWA Tools: Developing Future Sea Level Rise and Storm Surge Scenarios (Tuesday, March 10,
2-3:30) This webinar will focus on methods for analyzing vulnerability to sea level rise and coastal
storms.
Registration and other information for the webinars starting in March will soon be posted on the
FHWA climate change website HERE and on the NHI Web Conferencing Event Calendar HERE

Free Webinar on Road Diets
CHAPEL HILL, NC — The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Pedestrian and Bicycle
Information Center (PBIC) announce a free webinar on road diets:
Road Diets: Improving Safety for All Road users
Tuesday, March 3
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Eastern Time
To register, visit https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5767519393088781569.
Road Diets, the conversion of four-lane undivided roadways to three lanes (two through lanes and
a two-way-left-turn-lane), are listed as one the FHWA’s proven safety countermeasures. This cross
section reallocation can potentially improve safety, reduce speed differential, and/or improve
accessibility for transit users, pedestrians and bicyclists. In November 2014, FHWA published the
Road Diet Informational Guide to help communities understand Road Diets and their numerous
benefits to all roadway users.
The FHWA Guide can be downloaded by visiting
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/road_diets/info_guide/rdig.pdf.
Keith Knapp, Ph.D, P.E. (Iowa Local Technical Assistance Program) and Brian Chandler, P.E., PTOE
(Leidos) were part of a team of practitioners who developed the guide and will serve as panelists
for this webinar. The session will provide an overview of the new guide and the basics of Road
Diets. Participants will learn about the various safety and operational benefits of Road Diets and
how to determine if they may be helpful in their location.
All of the panelists will then participate in a closing discussion.
This webinar is one of the free webinars that FHWA offers quarterly as part of its Pedestrian Safety
Focus States and Cities initiatives. FHWA's Safety Office is trying to aggressively reduce pedestrian
deaths by focusing extra resources on the states and cities with the highest pedestrian fatalities
and/or fatality rates. Webinar archives for this series, as well as listings of upcoming sessions, can
be found at
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/training/webinars_FHWA.cfm.
PBIC offers free, public Webinars approximately every other month. To register for upcoming
Webinars and to access archived presentations, please visit
http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/training/webinars.cfm.

