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Mr. Chris Miller is now the Executive Director for the South Alabama Regional Planning Commission. Please
remove Mr. Russell J. Wimberly from ALL South Alabama Regional Planning Commission correspondence effective
immediately.
This week the Mobile MPO Technical Coordinating Citizens Advisory Committee (TCC/CAC) met. The
recommendations made at that meeting will go before the MPO on November 13 th . Please see Mobile MPO
Updates. There is little movement in Congress, but they are seeking input on the Freight Analysis Framework 4
(FAF4); please see Legislative Updates. Also, this week’s Just for Fun… cars flying… and pigs flying….
It’s going to be a beautiful weekend and tonight is Fairhope’s First Friday Artwalk, so have great weekend!

Recently Completed Planning
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Origin Destination Study Using
Cell Phones
Mobile County
Comprehensive Bicycle and
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Diversion Route Planning Study
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Mobile MPO Updates
There is a MPO meeting scheduled for November 13 th , 2013 at 10:00 AM in the SARPC Board Room. This week, there
was a TCC/CAC meeting on Wednesday.
The City of Mobile will have three (3) new MPO Policy Board members. Under article 3.1D of the Mobile MPO
Bylaws, there needs to be [Two (2) representatives of the Mobile City Council, selected by the Mayor of Mobile].
Because City of Mobile Councilman William Carroll and Councilman Reggie Copeland are no longer serving as Council
Members or MPO Policy Board Members starting in November, Mayor Elect Stimpson will have to appoint two new
Mobile City Council Members to the Policy Board of the Mobile MPO. Immediately following the appointment of two
City of Mobile Council Members, the Policy Board of the MPO will have to elect a new MPO Chairman.
The items approved by the TCC/CAC to be voted on by the MPO Policy Board include:
STP Attributable Funds
RW Dauphin St, Sage Ave to Springhill Memorial Hospital
PE McFarland Rd, Old Pascagoula Rd to Three Notch Rd (New Alignment)

$270,400
$2,500,000

From FY
2016
2016

ATRIP Funding                                                                                                                   (Project, FY)
Resurface and add turn lanes on West Lee St from Grand Blvd to Kansas St
(CN 2015)
Bridge and resurface Baker Rd from Satsuma city limits to Scanlan Way
(CN 2015)
Resurface Juniper Ave from US-43 (SR-13) to Aaron Dr
(CN 2015)
Bridge and Approaches over Carls Creek on Padgett Switch Rd (Cr-23)
(CN 2015)
Resurface Dawes Rd (Cr-33) From Grand Bay-Wilmer Rd S to Three Notch Rd
(CN 2015)
Resurface Tanner Williams Rd (Cr-70) from Wilmer Rd N to Eliza Jordan Rd
(CN2015)
STP Any Area Funds
Resurfacing on SR 188 from I-10 to Franklin Creek Bridge
National Highway Funds
Resurfacing on SR 16 (US 90) from Halls Mill Creek To Pinehill Dr
Resurfacing on SR 163 to Dog River Bridge
Interchange Modification I-65 at Celeste Road
Interchange Modification I-65 At Celeste Road
National Highway Funds/ATRIP
Interchange Modification I-65 at Celeste Road

(CN 2014)

(CN 2014)
(CN 2015)
(ROW, 2014)
(UT, 2014)

(CN, 2014)

To FY
2015
2015
Amount
$513,869
$716,674
$315,843
$3,989,164
$2,380,425
$2,885,302

$156,050

$5,289,543
$1,396,958
$425,060
$50,000

$8,416,174

Transit 5310 Funds
Section 5310 city of Chickasaw Capital Rolling Stock
Transit 5307 Funds
City of Mobile Transit Station Stops and Terminals

$49,246

(FY 2014)

$62,500

Freight Surveys
Staff is currently updating our freight data. This consists of surveying over 200 businesses and industries in the
Mobile that use freight, or generate freight. This is no easy task, but it is data that is not available from any other
resource. If you have any issues concerning the movement of heavy trucks, we want to hear about them.
Several years ago, in partnership with the University of Alabama at Huntsville (UAH), SARPC layered freight into our
existing Long Range Plan. The original intent was to create a single, comprehensive, multi-dimensional, multi-modal,
and predictive tool for transportation infrastructure planning. The project hit some pitfalls including data availability.
The trip generation and projection methodology for freight was very robust and required a lot of data. The Industry
Cluster Analysis, although seemed to be a perfect match for the SARPC freight model, did not produce results that
met the validation expectations of SARPC.
Today, with the availability of the much improved Freight Analysis Framework (FAF3), the percent trucks are derived
from FAF3 data. ALDOT has conducted vehicle classification counts for SARPC at over 40 stations within our study
area. The FAF3 base year data is more in line with the vehicle classification counts data provided by ALDOT. Although
the FAF3 data does provide a year 2040 truck count, it is based on a percentage of the total overall volume for year
2040 projected for each facility. These projections derived by the FAF3 are grossly overestimated and are unusable;
the SARPC freight component to the model only uses the TADT (a percentage of trucks) derived from the FAF3 data
(they are currently updating this data now to FAF4, please see Legislative Updates below).
A portion of the trip generation component to the industry cluster analysis of the model that was to be produced by
the UAH study, was freight surveys conducted by SARPC. These freight surveys began in 2008 and continue today.
Staff maintains and updates a database of these surveys that not only try to develop a local sense of where freight is
coming from and going to locally, how much freight is generated locally, but it gives the MPO a sense of
infrastructure needs in terms of our freight providers (turning radius, capacity issues, etc.).
GOOGLE IT
Mobile MPO staff is now up and running with our Google Earth application. All surface transportation projects are
listed, by funding categories of the Mobile Transportation Improvement Program, and are now available on Google
Earth; please check it out. This will be a great tool for the public to be informed as to where the federal dollars are
being spent in Mobile… [HERE]

DON’T FORGET TO CARPOOL
The CommuteSmart program began as a solution to growing traffic congestion. As an alternative to a single occupied
vehicle, the program provides commuters with the tools for ridematching and starting carpools. The various services
available help commuters lower their personal commuting expense, reduce the wear and tear on their personal
vehicles, and lessen their level of stress traveling back and forth to work each day.
In 2005, the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham and the Mobile Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) began looking at expanding the CommuteSmart program to the entire State of Alabama. Mobile
was one of the first cities to join the program.
CommuteSmart offers commuters free online ridematching, carpool services, the Emergency Ride Home program and
more. Find out how this local rideshare program supports and encourages working commuters in their efforts to find
a smarter way to work! Check out the website http://www.commutesmart.org/mobile/ or call (251) 706-1CAR for
more information.

Projects Within Region Let November 8 th , 2013
BALDWIN COUNTY
None this month
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
· For constructing the Grade, Drain, Base, Pave, Resurfacing, and Bridge Replacement on CR-99 (Atmosphere
Road) from CR-1 (Jack Springs Road) to CR-4 (Poarch Road) in Poarch. Length 3.229 mi.
· For constructing the Widening, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on CR-5 (Canoe Road North) from the
intersection of SR-3 (US-31) to the intersection of CR-27 (Robinsonville Road) in Canoe. Length 3.390 mi.
· For constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on Pea Ridge Road from west of the Brewton City Limits to
the intersection of SR-41. Length 3.617 mi.

MOBILE COUNTY
· For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-188 from 0.1 mile north of I-10 to the
north Abutment of the Franklin Creek Bridge north of Grand Bay. Length 0.496 mi
· For constructing the Grade, Drain, Base, Pave, Bridge Replacement, and Signals on the 5 Lane Section of
Schillinger Road from Howells Ferry Road to just north of the intersection of SR-42 (US-98). Length 3.446 mi.
What’s Under Construction?

Legislative Updates
Freight Panel Releases Recommendations: The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s Panel on 21 st
Century Freight Transportation this week released a set of recommendations they feel will improve the efficiency of
goods movement and strengthen the nation’s economy. Among the panel’s recommendations are a call to identify a
revenue source that can be dedicated to freight movement and a competitive grant program for freight Projects of
National and Regional Significance (PNRS).
The panel made the following recommendations:
· Direct the Secretary of Transportation, in coordination with the Secretary of the Army and the Commandant
of the United States Coast Guard, to establish a comprehensive national freight transportation policy and
designate a national, multimodal freight network;
·

Ensure robust public investment in all modes of transportation on which freight movement relies, and
incentivize additional private investment in freight transportation facilities, to maintain and improve the
condition and performance of the freight transportation network;

·

Promote and expedite the development and delivery of projects and activities that improve and facilitate the
efficient movement of goods;

·

Authorize dedicated, sustainable funding for multimodal freight Projects of National and Regional Significance
through a grant process and establish clear benchmarks for project selection. Projects eligible for such funding
would have a regional or national impact on the overall performance of the multimodal freight network
identified by the Secretary of Transportation;

·

Direct the Secretary of Transportation, in coordination with the Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of
the Army, to identify and recommend sustainable sources of revenue across all modes of transportation that
would provide the necessary investment in the Nation’s multimodal freight network and align contributions
with use of, and expected benefit of increased investment in, such network; and

·

Review, working through the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the Committee on Ways
and Means, the Secretary’s freight funding and revenue recommendations and develop specific funding and
revenue options for freight transportation projects prior to Congress’ consideration of the surface
transportation reauthorization bill in 2014.

The panel’s full report can be downloaded HERE
SPEAKING OF FREIGHT…FAF4
The Federal Highway Administration’s Freight Analysis Framework (FAF) is a tool to draw a national picture of
commodity movement and freight transportation trends. For successful delivery of the next version, FAF4.0, by the
end of 2015, it needs support from you and others in the freight community. Please share this announcement with
DOTs, MPOs, and other partners.
As we start on the path to designing and implementing FAF 4.0, we hope you’ll be able to take a few minutes right
now and let us know how you’d like to help. We currently have the following opportunities:
FAF 4.0 Listening Sessions (November and December 2013)
· Help define the primary purposes and end uses of FAF4;
· Help identify specific technical issues of FAF that need addressing in 4.0; and
· Help examine the feasibility and desirability of proposed improvements to the FAF.
Stakeholder Technical Working Group (Ongoing in 2014)
· Provide feedback on draft FAF4 work products
In addition to opportunities related specifically to FAF4, we are starting a general quarterly FAF Power Users’ Forum
for users to discuss how they are using FAF and issues they are encountering
If you are interested in any of these opportunities please send a note to FAF@dot.gov and let us know
1.
In which of these activities you are interested in; and
2.
Your suggestions about other people to involve in any of these activities.

Newly-minted Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.) is joining the Senate committee that deals with transportation and
commerce issues.
Booker, who was sworn-in by Vice President Biden at noon on Thursday, will become a member of the Senate
Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, according to the panel's chairman, Sen. Jay Rockefeller (D-W.Va.).
Rockefeller said Booker brought expertise to all three areas of the committee's jurisdiction. “I’m delighted to
welcome Senator Cory Booker to the Commerce Committee," Rockefeller said in a statement. "He brings to this role
a keen understanding of several key issues before the committee, such as the fundamental role communications
networks, technological advances, and transportation systems play in people’s lives. These objectives are a perfect fit
for a senator with more than a million Twitter followers."
Rockefeller said Booker's experience with the Port of Newark as the city's former mayor would be particularly helpful
to the panel. “We will soon rely on his experience with the successful expansion of the Port of Newark as we work
to make the tough decisions about how to make smart, strategic investments in our transportation infrastructure,"
Rockefeller said. "I look forward to working with Senator Booker to improve the experience of our nation’s students,
consumers and passengers.” The Commerce Committee has jurisdiction over policies affecting the technology
industry, such as online privacy, cybersecurity and communications regulation.
Booker has close ties to Silicon Valley dating back to his days at Stanford University. He launched a start-up called
Waywire, with millions of dollars in backing from major investors including Google Chairman Eric Schmidt. Many of
those investors were also major donors to Booker's campaign, according a New York Times report. Booker cut his ties
with Waywire last month after people questioned his prominent role in a company while also serving as mayor of
Newark.
-Brendan Sasso contributed to this report.

Funding Opportunities
Round 3 of the Implementation Assistance Program SHRP2, Deadline February 14, 2014: FHWA recently released
the recipients of Round 2 grants and announced the schedule for rounds 3 and 4. These grants are intended to help
transportation agencies deploy new products developed under the second Strategic Highway Research Program
(SHRP2). If you would like additional information or have questions about the program, please contact Carin Michel,
FHWA SHRP2 Implementation Manager at goSHRP2@dot.gov or 410-962-2530. Click HERE to read the release about
the upcoming rounds.
Economic Development Administration
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html
EDA provides strategic investments that foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in
economically distressed areas of the United States. Under this FFO, EDA solicits applications from both rural and
urban areas to provide investments that support construction, non-construction, technical assistance, and revolving
loan fund projects under EDA’s Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance programs. Grants made under
these programs are designed to leverage existing regional assets to support the implementation of economic
development strategies that advance new ideas and creative approaches to advance economic prosperity in
distressed communities. Link to Additional Information: EDA's website Please contact Diane Burnett of SARPC staff
for questions 706-4621. Also, don’t forget SARPC has a revolving fund loan program. http://www.sarpc.org/rlf.asp
The RLF is a locally controlled source of capital used to finance small business start-up and expansion whose projects
will create permanent jobs. By combining RLF and bank financing the borrower can realize an effective rate well
below market rates.

Just For Fun
Are flying cars really here? There are several examples of this type of technology but will it catch on? It is
interesting that all of the examples of this future mode of transportation all take off to the sky from an airport.
Also, there is certainly a very limited demographic that can afford one of these engineering marvels and that will
be able to pilot such a mode of transportation. Will they meet the new Federal MPG standard, and would they
have to? So while you are sitting in traffic, day dreaming about jumping out of traffic on Airport Blvd and flying
your car home…. That isn’t exactly what this future mode will be like.

[HERE]

It is hard to believe these vehicles exist, but seeing one as an efficient, practical mode of transportation….. I’ll
believe that when pigs fly….

[HERE]

In the News
US Traffic Fatalities Fall Sharply During 1st Half of 2013
Road deaths down 4.2% – reversing upward surge in 2012.
by Paul A. Eisenstein on Oct.31, 2013

Experts credit better safety technology for at least some of the reduction in highway fatalities.
U.S. traffic deaths fell by 4.2% during the first half of 2013, according to preliminary figures from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, reversing an unexpected upward surge the previous year. The federal
safety agency still estimated that 15,470 people died in all forms of motor vehicle crashes between January 1
and June 30, though that was down from the 16,150 fatalities reported during the first half of 2012. Some
states, such as Ohio, are on track to have their lowest death tolls since record keeping began on a per-mile
basis.
Measured in terms of fatalities per 100 million miles traveled, the rate for the first six months of the year
dipped to 1.06, down from 1.10 fatalities during the first half of 2012. There had been some concern that the
total fatality count might rise as the economy recovers, a traditional pattern that reflects more Americans
taking to the road – particularly during the dangerous rush hour periods. Government and industry officials
are studying the surprising reversal to see what has contributed, instead, to the decline in deaths.
Among the possible factors various sources cite: Improved passive safety systems in vehicles, including better
vehicle designs and improved airbags; New active technologies, such as electronic stability control which is
now required in all new vehicles, and even more advanced collision avoidance systems; Crackdowns on drunk
and distracted driving. Whatever the reason, the preliminary report was taken as good news. Highway deaths
had been on a sharp decline for nearly a decade before suddenly reversing course in 2012. Last year, 33,780
people were killed on U.S. roads, an increase of 4.4%.
October 31, 2013, 02:46 pm

Media Matters hits Fox's coverage of driving fees
By Keith Laing

The liberal website MediaMatters.org is criticizing Fox News for its coverage of proposals that would charge
drivers fees based on how much they use roadways. The fees, which have been dubbed Vehicle Miles Traveled
or VMT charges, have been proposed as a way to fund road and transit projects. Transportation revenue is drying
up as cars become more energy efficient and drivers pay less in gas taxes.
Media Matters said in a blog post this week that Fox News had mischaracterized the mileage-based fees as
"Orwellian." "Fox News is calling mileage-based user fees that several states are considering 'Orwellian,' implying
the government would be able to track your vehicle without permission and perhaps even 'shut your car off,'"
the website wrote. "But the network's segment left out that such proposals generally include devices that cannot
track your location and certainly cannot turn off your car, satisfying both the American Civil Liberties Union and
several conservative organizations."
In a segment that aired on Monday, Fox News anchor Martha MacCallum said the mileage-based taxation system
was "the most Orwellian thing I've ever heard in my life."
"There's a new tax proposal that could soon let Uncle Sam track every mile that you drive … and then they're
going to charge you for how much you're driving," MacCallum said.
"Several states are considering placing little black boxes near the dashboard in your car that would clock where…
and how much you drive," she continued. "Can you believe this? Then use that information to tax you on how
much or how little you drive." Early versions of the mileage-based tax proposals typically involved drivers placing
a transponder in their vehicles similar to the devices that are sometimes used by insurance companies to record
drivers' habits in exchange for safe-driving discounts.
Supporters have recently suggested the possibility of using GPS technology as a way to avoid privacy concerns
about mileage-based fees. Media Matters said the Fox segment this week featured "no voices in defense of
mileage-based user fees." The website added that the segment "was so conspiratorial that fellow Fox News
anchor Jon Scott joked that 'I see the black helicopters over your studio right now.'"
"The idea of charging drivers by the mile rather than by the gallon has found unlikely allies in the conservative
Taxpayers for Common Sense and the libertarian Reason Foundation, which supports the 'more logical and fairer
method of paying for state highway needs,'" the website wrote.
The Obama administration has sought to distance itself from mileage-based transportation fees in recent years
because of conservative and libertarian criticism of the idea. Congress is expected to consider new transportation
funding mechanisms next year, because the current road and transit funding bill is scheduled to expire in
September 2014. A driver fee is not expected to be part of the package.
GRITS 2013 Fall Workshop Regional Meeting
When:
Where:

Tuesday, Nov 5, 2013, 11:00 AM until 3:00 PM
University South Alabama Health, Allied Health and Nursing Building Room 1020
307 University Boulevard
Mobile, AL 36688
Contact:
Christopher O Hilyer hilyerc@dot.state.al.us

Registration: Required
Payment:
Payment In Advance Only
Member
No Fee
Non-Member $ 35.00
Student
No Fee
This workshop will focus on Performance Measures. 3 PDH Credits
Fees and Who Can Attend:
This workshop is open to members and non-members, students and industry professionals. There is no fee
for members or students. There is a $35 fee for non-members. Attending non-members can take advantage
of this opportunity, which will include a complimentary individual membership for 2013.
Tentative Agenda:
11:00 am

Registration opens

11:30 am

Lunch begins - Sponsorship still available

12:00 pm

Presentation 1 - Adam Moser, Gresham Smith and Partners, Performance Measures on
Adaptive Signal Systems

12:40 pm

Presentation 2 - Todd Hartnett, ASTI, Performance Measures on Active Workzone
Management

1:20 pm

Break

1:40 pm

Presentation 3 - Pete Costello, Inrix, Performance Measures on Vehicle Probe Data

2:20 pm

Presentation 4 - Dong Chen, FDOT, Performance Measures on TMC Operations

3:00 pm

GRITS Board Meeting

Transportation Research
TRB’s SHRP 2 Tuesdays Webinar: Incorporation of Travel Time Reliability into the Highway Capacity Manual
(L08)
As part of the SHRP2 Tuesdays Webinar Series, TRB will conduct a webinar on November 5, 2013 from 2:00 p.m.3:30 p.m. ET that will explore the project, Incorporation of Travel Time Reliability into the Highway Capacity
Manual (HCM) (L08), which will offer agencies a new generation of analytic methods for conducting capacity and
related analysis.
There is no fee to attend this webinar and other webinars in the SHRP 2 Series; however, participants must
register in advance. A certificate for 1.5 Professional Development Hours (PDH) will be provided to attendees
who register and attend the webinar as an individual. This webinar is approved by the American Institute of
Certified Planners for 1.5 Certification Maintenance Credits.
This project developed new analytical procedures and prepared chapters about freeway facilities and urban
streets for potential incorporation of travel-time reliability into the HCM. The methods are embodied in two
computational engines, and a final report documents the research.
The intended audience for this webinar is federal, state, and local agencies involved in project design, planning,
preliminary engineering, and systems operations and management, specifically state departments of
transportation (DOTs), and metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs). Within DOTs and MPOs, this webinar
would be useful to planning and project design teams; operations system management personnel; metropolitan
planners; and traffic engineers who have backgrounds in systems operations and management.
Webinar Presenters:
Jim Hunt, Federal Highway Administration
Mark Vandehey, Kittelson & Associates, Inc.
Moderated by: Bill Hyman, Transportation Research Board
Webinar Outline:
Part 1: Brief overview of SHRP 2 mission, objectives of the Reliability focus area and related SHRP 2
research
Part 2: FHWA's perspective regarding incorporation of the newly proposed analytical methods into the
HCM and federal implementation efforts supporting this project
Part 3: Project team introduces the concepts, training materials, and experience gained from developing
the new software and analytic methods proposed for the HCM updates
Part 4: Question and answer session
The first 60 minutes of the webinar is for presentations and the final 30 minutes is reserved for audience
questions.
The NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide: State of the Practice Solutions for City Streets   
Thursday, November 7, 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Eastern
Course Credit: 1.5 PDH/0.2 IACET CEU
Learning Objective:
1) Appreciate the state of the practice in bikeway design for urban areas.
2) Identify protected bike lanes, or cycle tracks, and other innovative design features.
3) Describe real world comparisons and case studies to materials in the Guide, presenting additional
information on implementation, process, and other messaging for bicycle infrastructure projects.
Instructors:
David Vega-Barachowitz, Director, Designing Cities Initiative, NACTO, New York, NY, USA; Robert Burchfield,
P.E., City Traffic Engineer, City of Portland, Portland, OR, USA; Michael Sallaberry, Senior Transportation
Engineer, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, San Francisco, CA, USA; Nathan Roseberry, CDOT
Senior Bikeways Engineer, T.Y. Lin International, Chicago, IL, USA

Fee:
$75 ITE Individual Member/ $100 Non-member Individual Fee (Per person rate)
$125 ITE Member Group/$150 Non-member Group Fee (Per site fee for training of 4 or more people at
one site)

