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This week there was a one-day statewide effort to provide citizens in every Alabama county with details on the historic
ATRIP program, which is putting more than $1.2 billion into county and city transportation networks. Please see
Mobile MPO Updates and In The News. Our region has been awarded a significant amount of funding (Mobile County:
$50.22M; Baldwin County: $34.25M; Escambia County: $11.92M). Thank you to all of our elected officials, and grant
writers, and those involved to bring almost $100M into the region. Also, please see Mobile MPO Updates as there are
MPO and TCC/CAC meetings announced and “Come To a Clean Stop” for this week’s Just For Fun.
This week’s newsletter is dedicated to Mr. Tom Piper’s appendix, which is no longer with us. We wish him a speedy
recovery! Have a good weekend!
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison

www.mobilempo.org
706-1CAR

check us out on FACEBOOK

Mobile MPO Updates
MPO MEETING and TCC/CAC MEETING ANNOUNCED
There will be a TCC/CAC meeting on October 30 th , 2013 at 10:00 in the SARPC Training Room; if you are TCC/CAC
committee members please plan on attending as there are several items to discuss. The recommendations of the

Recently Completed Planning
Studies
Origin Destination Study Using
Cell Phones
Mobile County
Comprehensive Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan
Intelligent Transportation
System Diversion Route
Planning Study

Click Here to see when and
where federal and state
projects will be happening
in your area.

TCC/CAC meeting will go before the MPO Policy Board on November 13 th , 2013 at 10:00 in the SARPC Board Room.
Among several items, we will be adding back into the system the I-65 / Celeste Rd Interchange Modification;
congratulations Saraland!
It needs to be noted that there are some changes on the horizon for the Mobile MPO. The November 13 th Mobile
MPO meeting will be the first MPO meeting with the City of Mobile Mayor Elect Sandy Stimpson and the Town of
Bayou La Batre Mayor Brett Dungan.
The City of Mobile will have three (3) new MPO Policy Board members. Under article 3.1D of the Mobile MPO Bylaws,
there needs to be [Two (2) representatives of the Mobile City Council, selected by the Mayor of Mobile]. Because City
of Mobile Councilman William Carroll and Councilman Reggie Copeland are no longer serving as Council Members or
MPO Policy Board Members starting in November, Mayor Elect Stimpson will have to appoint two new Mobile City
Council Members to the Policy Board of the Mobile MPO. Immediately following the appointment of two City of
Mobile Council Members, the Policy Board of the MPO will have to elect a new MPO Chairman.
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This morning (10/11/13) we are having the consultant selection committee meetings with the short listed firms. Each
firm will give us a presentation and then a brief interview period. By the end of the day we will have a consultant
selected for the Mobile Transit Development Plan. The consultant selected will have to hit the ground running as we
would like for this project to be completed by Spring. We will keep you posted on this important project.
ATRIP STATUS REPORT
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Local elected officials from Mobile County participated in a statewide Status Report on the local road and bridge
projects being funded through ATRIP, the Alabama Transportation Rehabilitation and Improvement Program. The
announcement was part of a one-day statewide effort to provide citizens in every Alabama county with details on the
historic program, which is putting more than $1.2 billion into county and city transportation networks.
Here is a map of the Mobile County projects, please see In The News for full AL.com coverage.
FY2013 Authorized Project List
Per federal regulations, MPO’s are required to run a previous year end authorized project list and advertise it as being
available. We do this every year and it is reminder of how much we are accomplishing as an MPO, with coordination
with ALDOT and all of the project’s sponsors (especially ALDOT). In FY 2013 there were $35,767,901 worth of projects
authorized to be spent in the Mobile MPO study area. Most of these projects were STPAA projects spent at the State’s
discretion and all projects were approved by the Mobile MPO. This is a pretty good increase compared to FY2012
which we had $28,030,500 authorized in FY 2012. For the full list of projects authorized in FY 2013 please go to
http://www.mobilempo.org/

GOOGLE IT
Mobile MPO staff is now up and running with our Google Earth application. All surface transportation projects are
listed, by funding categories of the Mobile Transportation Improvement Program, and are now available on Google
Earth; please check it out. This will be a great tool for the public to be informed as to where the federal dollars are
being spent in Mobile… [HERE]

DON’T FORGET TO CARPOOL
The CommuteSmart program began as a solution to growing traffic congestion. As an alternative to a single occupied
vehicle, the program provides commuters with the tools for ridematching and starting carpools. The various services
available help commuters lower their personal commuting expense, reduce the wear and tear on their personal
vehicles, and lessen their level of stress traveling back and forth to work each day.
In 2005, the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham and the Mobile Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) began looking at expanding the CommuteSmart program to the entire State of Alabama. Mobile
was one of the first cities to join the program.
CommuteSmart offers commuters free online ridematching, carpool services, the Emergency Ride Home program and
more. Find out how this local rideshare program supports and encourages working commuters in their efforts to find a
smarter way to work! Check out the website http://www.commutesmart.org/mobile/ or call (251) 706-1CAR for more
information.

South Alabama RPO Updates
The South Alabama Rural Planning Organization (RPO) met Wednesday, September 25, at the Baldwin County Central
Annex in Robertsdale, Alabama.
Those in attendance included:
Mayor James Adams – Town of Mount Vernon
Mayor John Koniar – City of Foley
Mayor Patsy Parker – Town of Perdido Beach
Commissioner Bob James – Baldwin County
Edwin Perry III – ALDOT Southwest Region
Chris Black- City of Atmore
Steve Griffin – City of Gulf Shores
Andy Bauer – City of Gulf Shores

Bryan Kegley - Mobile County
James Foster – Mobile County
Richard Spraggins – Mobile County
Stan Virden – Baldwin County Public Transit Coalition
Taylor Rider – Baldwin County / Baldwin Rural Area Transit System
Chandra Middleton - Baldwin County / Baldwin Rural Area Transit System
Matthew Brown – Baldwin County
SARPC Staff                                   
Kevin Harrison
Monica Williamson
Tom Piper
Items on the agenda included electing a Chairman and Vice-Chairman, adoption of the minutes of the previous
meeting, amending the Bylaws, adopting the Fiscal Year 2014 Work Program, and updating the RPO Transportation
Plan and Safety Needs List of Projects. Most all of these documents can be found on the RPO webpage here. The RPO
Transportation Plan is still being edited to include projects that were brought to the table at the meeting. It will be
posted on the website next week. There was also a lengthy discussion regarding a ferry system operating between
downtown Mobile and Point Clear and Gulf Shores. The details of this will be available soon when the minutes of this
meeting are compiled and posted on the website.
Mayor James Adams of Mount Vernon was elected Chairman and Mayor Patsy Parker of Perdido Beach was elected
Vice-Chair. We thank them for their participation and support for this program.

Projects Within Region Let September 27 th , 2013
BALDWIN COUNTY
· Constructing the Storm Drainage Repairs on Church Street from Fels Avenue to Morphy Avenue in Fairhope.
Length 0.057 mi..
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
· Constructing the Widening, Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on CR-12 (Woods Road & Robinsonville Road) from
the intersection of CR-1 to the intersection of CR-27 (Pouncey Road) in Robinsonville. Length .450 mi.
· Constructing the Widening, Resurfacing, Guardrail Replacement, and Striping on CR-6 (Wolflog Road) from the
intersection of SR-113 to the intersection of SR-3 (US-31) Northeast of Flomaton. Length 5.808 mi.
MOBILE COUNTY
· Constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Replacement, and Striping on CR-96 (Coy Smith Highway) from
School Street in Citronelle to SR-13 (US-43) in Mount Vernon. Length 14.091 mi

Legislative Updates
The Government is shut down….
Government Shutdown Slows Transportation Construction Projects: American Road & Transportation Builders Association
(ARTBA) President and CEO Pete Ruane met with the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman Barbara
Boxer (D-Calif.) during a Capitol Hill news conference Tuesday to discuss how the federal government shutdown is impacting
transportation projects. The shutdown, which began a week ago, resulted in 18,481 U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
furloughs and the suspension of most U.S. DOT operations that are not safety-related. The shutdown and furloughs have
created more obstacles and has resulted in the slowing of project approval processes. “This outcome is the exact opposite of
the goals of MAP-21’s streamlining provisions,” said Ruane. “The fact remains that if environmental regulators can’t do their job,
we can’t do ours.” Click HERE for the full article.

Funding Opportunities
Economic Development Administration
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html
EDA provides strategic investments that foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in
economically distressed areas of the United States. Under this FFO, EDA solicits applications from both rural and urban
areas to provide investments that support construction, non-construction, technical assistance, and revolving loan fund
projects under EDA’s Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance programs. Grants made under these programs
are designed to leverage existing regional assets to support the implementation of economic development strategies
that advance new ideas and creative approaches to advance economic prosperity in distressed communities. Link to
Additional Information: EDA's website Please contact Diane Burnett of SARPC staff for questions 706-4621. Also,
don’t forget SARPC has a revolving fund loan program. http://www.sarpc.org/rlf.asp The RLF is a locally controlled
source of capital used to finance small business start-up and expansion whose projects will create permanent jobs. By
combining RLF and bank financing the borrower can realize an effective rate well below market rates.

Just For Fun
PLEASE COME TO A “CLEAN STOP”…

The above picture of a City of Mobile worker washing a stop sign was recently posted on a social media site. A big
thanks to the City of Mobile for maintaining our street signs, which is an important role in the operation of traffic. Here
are some examples of vandalized signs, and why it is important to maintain them…..

In the News
Alabama Department of Transportation to host Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Conference
The Alabama Department of Transportation in conjunction with Alabama State Port Authority; The Wave Transit
System-City of Mobile; Birmingham Airport Authority and Huntsville Airport Authority is hosting a small business
procurement conference to DBE’s and Small businesses that qualify under ALDOTS Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise Program (DBE) and Small Business Element Program (SBE). The conference will be held in Mobile,
Alabama at the Renaissance Hotel on October 28-30, 2013.
As a small business owner you do not want to miss attending this conference which will feature workshops, and
provide you with networking activities, one-on-one time with Procurement, Purchasing and Contracting
professionals from throughout the State of Alabama.
The workshops are designed to engage the work performed by small businesses, women-owned & minorityowned businesses. This event will provide you as the business owner with the necessary tools to compete for
contracting opportunities in the Federal, State, Local and Private Sectors. Ultimately, the conference will help
continue the building of a framework for increased contracting opportunities for small businesses throughout the
state. Although this conference is geared toward small businesses, this event is open to other community
partners with an interest in the transportation industry in its assistance to aid the growth of the state.
Register early to avoid seating limitations for the conference by accessing the ALDOT website at
www.dot.state.al.us. For additional Information regarding registration Contact: GERALD ALFRED, THE WAVE
TRANSIT SYSTEM, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & CAPITAL PROJECTS,251-338-0100.
Joint ALSITE/TSITE 2013 Fall Meeting
U.S. Space and Rocket Center
1 Tranquility Base
Huntsville, AL 35805
Date: Thursday, October 17, 2013
The meeting will take place in the Auditorium of the Educator Training Facility
The meeting will include:
·
professional development session on "Ethics"
·
2 technical sessions

·
·
·

lunch
Section business meetings
access for meeting attendees to the U.S. Space and Rocket Center following the meeting

For additional meeting and hotel information, and to register for the meeting, visit www.alsite.org and click
any of the links that say "ALSITE-TSITE 2013 Fall Meeting".
If you have any questions related to the online registration process, please contact Jeff Stephenson at 205-2632172 or jstephenson@sain.com.
State of Alabama Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)Awards
Congratulations to all of our member governments that received TAP awards in this first year of funding! All in all,
there were 12 TAP projects funded in the SARPC region for a grand total of $3,469,346.80 in Federal dollars. The
projects in our area include:
Description
Fed. Award
Project Sponsor
City of Spanish Fort
Blakeley Way Sidewalk
$320,000.00
City of Gulf Shores
AL 59 Sidewalk Project
$400,000.00
Baldwin County Commission Eastern Shore Trail Completion
$308,324.00
City of Chickasaw
Thompson Blvd. Sidewalk
$251,687.14
Mobile County Commission Extension of Sidewalks along US 98
$268,503.00
City of Mobile
Area 2 CBD West, upgrade Sidewalks And Ramps to ADA Compliance $399,980.00
City of Saraland
Access Management Plan and Bicycle Path along US 43
$366,580.00
City of Daphne
Gator Alley – Turnout/Overlook/Drainage/Scenic Improvements
$320,075.46
City of Foley
Bicycle Facilities along the Foley Beach Express & County Rd. 12
$334,920.00
City of Brewton
Tiger Drive Sidewalk Project
$166,934.00
Town of Magnolia Springs
County Road 49 Sidewalks
$194,520.80
Town of Flomaton
Sidewalks along US 29, Palafax St., Church St., Houston St., & Popular $137,822.40

Timely for Airbus: Mobile County receives $50 million in ATRIP funding, road and bridge projects
underway

Representatives from Mobile, Saraland, Satsuma, Prichard and Chickasaw all attended a Wednesday press conference updating the
public on the status of ATRIP funds designated to improve roads and bridges across the state of Alabama. Mobile County received $50
million of that money allotted. Cassie Fambro | Cfambro@al.com
Print
By Cassie Fambro | cfambro@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on October 09, 2013 at 12:08 PM, updated October 09, 2013 at 4:38 PM

MOBILE, Alabama -- Established in 2012 by Gov. Robert Bentley, the Alabama Transportation Rehabilitation
and Improvement Program has already made a $50,233,050.08 investment in the future of Mobile County.
According to County Commission Vice-Chairman Connie Hudson, ATRIP has made significant progress with the
15 road and two bridge projects planned throughout the area. "These improvements will immediately benefit
our citizens and our economy and I'd like to personally thank Governor Bentley for this wise investment in
our local transportation system," Hudson said.
What is ATRIP?
ATRIP is funded with bonds that will be paid with future federal dollars and requires local governments to put
up 20 percent as a minimum match. For economically strapped counties, a program called the Rural Access
Match Program provided 22 counties with state-funded matching money. Per October status reports, $966
million is invested in more than 1,000 local transportation infrastructure projects administered by the
Alabama Department of Transportation. [continue reading]

By Mike D. Smith | msmith@al.com
on September 30, 2013 at 3:02 PM, updated October 01, 2013 at 6:58 AM

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama -- The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has approved a permit to begin construction of
the first 1.3-mile segment of the planned 52-mile Northern Beltline, the agency confirmed. The Corps of
Engineers signed off on the permit on Monday. "The Department of Transportation has received from the
Corps of Engineers the final permit needed to begin construction," Alabama Department of Transportation
spokesman Tony Harris said. It is expected the news is the "major transportation project announcement" Gov.
Robert Bentley is scheduled to make Tuesday afternoon in Gardendale. The first segment will connect
Alabama 75 with Alabama 79 north of Pinson. Harris said ALDOT is preparing to solicit bids during the
department's scheduled letting of Nov. 22. The highway is predicted to take about 30 to 35 years to
complete. Talked about for decades, the new highway -- part of the Appalachian Development Highway
System -- is planned to run along the northern rim of metro Birmingham, forming a semicircle through
northern Jefferson County to link the Interstate 20/59-459 junction in Bessemer with Interstates 22, 65 and
59. Opponents have blasted the highway's overall cost, usefulness and environmental impacts. Proponents
say the new road will create construction jobs and bring a new avenue for economic growth and new jobs to
the metro area.
A recent Federal Highway Administration estimate put the cost at $5.45 billion, or more than $104 million
per mile. Continue reading [HERE]
Mobile MPO Staff Note:
If you are reading this, congratulations you have made it to almost the end of this edition of the Transportation
Friday Newsletter. Perhaps you are wondering why this Birmingham project is transportation news for our region.
The Mobile MPO staff was recently visited by opponents to this project. They suggested that we, folks in South
Alabama supporting the I-10 Mobile River Bridge, should be furious over this project. Until the Northern Beltline
opponents recent visit, I did not give this project much thought. Until it was pointed out to me that this project is
a $5.45 BILLION dollar project, and it is now being approved to begin construction. What does that mean to us,
and should we be upset as they suggest?
We are scrambling for $800 million of federal/state funds from somewhere, for a bridge that serves a current
parking lot of an interstate (a CURRENT infrastructure failure), at less than 15% the cost of this Northern Beltline.
The Northern Beltline is an economic development project; build it and they will come. This is on property owned
by big money (OUCH, it’s true). But there is a problem:
[ Supporters say the project

would be paid for fully by the federal government, because of a program called the Appalachian Development

Highway System. The current transportation bill, MAP-21, eliminated that as a stand-alone program, but in its new form, it can fund
qualifying projects with absolutely no local match. Alabama received just $109 million from the fund in 2012. At that level of support,
opponents point out, the project would take 43 years to complete.] source

Take a look at this week’s Mobile MPO Updates and the authorized project list. We are grateful to the State of
Alabama and the amount of federal money being spent in our region. However, we all know the I-10 Mobile River
Bridge is going to require some innovative federal funding scenarios, and fast. Is this Birmingham Northern
Beltline direct competition for ALDOT’s favorite child? What are your thoughts, I would love to hear them
kharrison@sarpc.org.

Transportation Research
Census Data Sources During the Partial Government Shutdown.
With the budget impasse continuing, some of you have probably been getting more calls for help with data
that users are accustomed to finding on the Census Bureau site. Here are some sites that can help fill in
during this absence.

For Alabama data, you can try the ASDC/CBER data at http://cber.cba.ua.edu/data.html. The population
estimates are current, but they are still working on getting data from the 2012 1-year ACS together, so it's not
out there yet.
Indiana University maintains Stats America, which has current data for all states and counties.
http://www.statsamerica.org/. For counties, look at the profiles and the Innovation Data Browser.
There is a significant amount of 2010 and ACS data available from the Missouri State Data Center at
http://mcdc.missouri.edu/.
The National Historical Geographic Information System (NHGIS) provides, free of charge, aggregate census
data and GIS-compatible boundary files for the United States between 1790 and 2012. This is a very rich
website, especially for users with GIS capabilities. ACS summary files are available here
https://www.nhgis.org/.
Some employment questions can be answered by BLS' Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)
at http://www.bls.gov/data/#employment. The BLS website is operating, just not being updated.
If you want to see how many federal employees there are in your counties, use the link below.
Map of federal government employment http://beta.bls.gov/maps/cew/US?period=2013Q1&industry=10&pos_color=blue&Update=Update&chartData=2&ownerType=1&distribution=Quantiles
Click on any state on the map, and the website displays a county-level map.
Hopefully, everything will be back to normal soon.

