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Happy new fiscal year everyone! We are happy to report that in FY 2013 $35,767,901 worth of projects were
authorized to be spent within the Mobile MPO Study Area; please see Mobile MPO Updates. Please see In the
News for the looming impacts of the government shutdown, besides the Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx
not tweeting during shut down (see Legislative Updates). Also In The News, should we be worried about what is
going on in Birmingham?
It’s Bayfest weekend! No umbrellas or kites! Have a good weekend!
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison

www.mobilempo.org
706-1CAR

check us out on FACEBOOK

Mobile MPO Updates
Per federal regulations, MPO’s are required to run a previous year end authorized project list and advertise it as being
available. We do this every year and it is reminder of how much we are accomplishing as an MPO, with coordination
with ALDOT and all of the project’s sponsors (especially ALDOT). In FY 2013 there were $35,767,901 worth of projects
authorized to be spent in the Mobile MPO study area. Most of these projects were STPAA projects spent at the State’s
discretion and all projects were approved by the Mobile MPO. This is a pretty good increase compared to FY2012
which we had $28,030,500 authorized in FY 2012. For the full list of projects authorized in FY 2013 please go to
http://www.mobilempo.org/

Origin Destination Study Using
Cell Phones
Mobile County
Comprehensive Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan
Intelligent Transportation
System Diversion Route
Planning Study

Click Here to see when and
where federal and state
projects will be happening
in your area.

We are one step closer to getting the Transit Development Plan (TDP) for Mobile underway. The deadline for proposals was
Wednesday, September 25 th and we had three proposals submitted; that saves us the step of short listing a firm. We have a five
member consultant selection committee and we will have interviews and presentations from the three consulting firms on
October 11 th . Shortly after that we will have a recommended consultant to do the work to be submitted to ALDOT for approval.

GOOGLE IT
Mobile MPO staff is now up and running with our Google Earth application. All surface transportation projects are
listed, by funding categories of the Mobile Transportation Improvement Program, and are now available on Google
Earth; please check it out. This will be a great tool for the public to be informed as to where the federal dollars are
being spent in Mobile… [HERE]

Contact Us
http://www.mobilempo.org
transportation@sarpc.org
Kevin Harrison, PTP
Director of Transportation
kharrison@sarpc.org

DON’T FORGET TO CARPOOL
The CommuteSmart program began as a solution to growing traffic congestion. As an alternative to a single occupied
vehicle, the program provides commuters with the tools for ridematching and starting carpools. The various services
available help commuters lower their personal commuting expense, reduce the wear and tear on their personal
vehicles, and lessen their level of stress traveling back and forth to work each day.

Tom Piper
Senior Transportation Planner In 2005, the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham and the Mobile Metropolitan Planning
tpiper@sarpc.org
Organization (MPO) began looking at expanding the CommuteSmart program to the entire State of Alabama. Mobile
was one of the first cities to join the program.
Monica Williamson
Transportation Planner
mwilliamson@sarpc.org

CommuteSmart offers commuters free online ridematching, carpool services, the Emergency Ride Home program and

Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org
South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

more. Find out how this local rideshare program supports and encourages working commuters in their efforts to find a
smarter way to work! Check out the website http://www.commutesmart.org/mobile/ or call (251) 706-1CAR for more
information.

South Alabama RPO Updates
The South Alabama Rural Planning Organization (RPO) met Wednesday, September 25, at the Baldwin County Central
Annex in Robertsdale, Alabama.
Those in attendance included:
Mayor James Adams – Town of Mount Vernon
Mayor John Koniar – City of Foley
Mayor Patsy Parker – Town of Perdido Beach
Commissioner Bob James – Baldwin County
Edwin Perry III – ALDOT Southwest Region
Chris Black- City of Atmore
Steve Griffin – City of Gulf Shores
Andy Bauer – City of Gulf Shores
Bryan Kegley - Mobile County
James Foster – Mobile County
Richard Spraggins – Mobile County
Stan Virden – Baldwin County Public Transit Coalition
Taylor Rider – Baldwin County / Baldwin Rural Area Transit System
Chandra Middleton - Baldwin County / Baldwin Rural Area Transit System
Matthew Brown – Baldwin County
SARPC Staff                                   
Kevin Harrison
Monica Williamson
Tom Piper
Items on the agenda included electing a Chairman and Vice-Chairman, adoption of the minutes of the previous
meeting, amending the Bylaws, adopting the Fiscal Year 2014 Work Program, and updating the RPO Transportation
Plan and Safety Needs List of Projects. Most all of these documents can be found on the RPO webpage here. The RPO
Transportation Plan is still being edited to include projects that were brought to the table at the meeting. It will be
posted on the website next week. There was also a lengthy discussion regarding a ferry system operating between
downtown Mobile and Point Clear and Gulf Shores. The details of this will be available soon when the minutes of this
meeting are compiled and posted on the website.
Mayor James Adams of Mount Vernon was elected Chairman and Mayor Patsy Parker of Perdido Beach was elected
Vice-Chair. We thank them for their participation and support for this program.

Projects Within Region Let September 27 th , 2013
BALDWIN COUNTY
· Constructing the Storm Drainage Repairs on Church Street from Fels Avenue to Morphy Avenue in Fairhope.
Length 0.057 mi..
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
· Constructing the Widening, Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on CR-12 (Woods Road & Robinsonville Road) from
the intersection of CR-1 to the intersection of CR-27 (Pouncey Road) in Robinsonville. Length .450 mi.
· Constructing the Widening, Resurfacing, Guardrail Replacement, and Striping on CR-6 (Wolflog Road) from the
intersection of SR-113 to the intersection of SR-3 (US-31) Northeast of Flomaton. Length 5.808 mi.
MOBILE COUNTY
· Constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Replacement, and Striping on CR-96 (Coy Smith Highway) from
School Street in Citronelle to SR-13 (US-43) in Mount Vernon. Length 14.091 mi

Legislative Updates
Why Congress always gets paid - even during a shutdown
Print
By George Talbot | gtalbot@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on October 04, 2013 at 9:56 AM, updated October 04, 2013 at 10:22 AM

WASHINGTON - Six members of Alabama’s congressional delegation said this week that they will refuse to take a
paycheck while the federal government is shut down. But as usual with politics and money, it’s complicated. A
spokesman for the office that handles payroll for the U.S. House of Representatives said that members of Congress
always get paid – whether they want the money or not. The 27th Amendment mandates that members get paid,
according to Dan Weiser, a spokesman for the House Chief Administrative Officer. “We have to disburse the money.
They have to get it,” Weiser said. “Once they get it, up to them what they do with it.” The law applies even to
members who request that their pay be suspended. That’s just what several members of Alabama’s congressional
delegation did in the days immediately before and after federal workers were furloughed on Tuesday.
U.S. Reps. Robert Aderholt (R-Haleyville), Spencer Bachus (R-Vestavia Hills), Mo Brooks (R-Huntsville), Mike Rogers (RSaks) and Terri Sewell (D-Birmingham) all said they would refuse a paycheck during the shutdown. U.S. Rep. Martha
Roby, R-Montgomery, said she would take her paycheck as long as U.S. troops are being paid. U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions,
R-Mobile, said he would donate his paycheck to charity. U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Tuscaloosa, declined to comment.
Weiser said his office has received letters from many House members asking that their pay be withheld during the
shutdown. He said the office will hold those paychecks “for a while” but ultimately must deliver them. The 27th
Amendment to the Constitution specifically prohibits any law that would raise or cut the salary of a member of
Congress until the next term of office.
“We are accommodating those members who ask us to hold their checks, but we are required to disburse the money,”
Weiser said. Rank-and-file lawmakers of the House and Senate earn $174,000 annually, while congressional leaders
earn more. Speaker John A. Boehner, R-Ohio, makes $223,500 a year, slightly less than the $230,700 salary for Vice
President Joe Biden and about half of the $400,000 salary for President Barack Obama. U.S. Rep. Pete Gallego, D-Tex.,
introduced a bill on Sept. 28 that would suspend pay for members of Congress in the event of a government
shutdown. The so-called Shutdown Member of Congress Pay Act of 2013 would designate members of Congress as
"non-essential employees," meaning they would stop being paid along with other federal employees - including their
staff members. “Congress should work around-the-clock, and do so without pay, to keep the government running,”
said Gallego.

DOT chief won't tweet during government shutdown
By Keith Laing - 10/01/13 08:22 AM ET

Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx said Tuesday that he will not be tweeting during the shutdown of the federal
government. Lawmakers failed to reach to an agreement to continue funding the government before a midnight
deadline Tuesday. Foxx took to Twitter on Tuesday to announce he was shutting down his online account in response.
“I will not be tweeting or responding to @ replies during a government shutdown,” Foxx tweeted.
The DOT has said that it will have to furlough 18,000 workers during the government shutdown. The agency has said
that air traffic controllers will not be included in the furloughs, so air travel will still be safe.

U.S. DOT Seeks Comments on Proposed Rule Regarding Delegation of NEPA Responsibilities to States:
A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking -- issued jointly by the FHWA, the FHWA, and the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA) -- was filed in the Federal Register, asking stakeholders to weigh in on proposed regulations that would allow
those agencies to delegate their National Environmental Policy Act responsibilities to states. The proposed rule was
prompted by the current surface transportation bill, MAP-21, which converted the Surface Transportation Project
Delivery Pilot Program into a permanent program. MAP-21 also broadened the NEPA delegation program to allow
delegation of U.S. DOT responsibilities for highway, public transportation, rail, and multimodal projects. The proposed
rule would require states to obtain delegation authority from FHWA before (or alongside) obtaining delegation
authority from FTA or FRA. The proposed rule also says that a state must take all pieces of the NEPA action if it takes
any. State transportation departments would be the only ones delegated the responsibilities by FHWA and FRA,
though FTA responsibilities could be delegated to any state agency. Excluded from delegation, however, would be
projects that cross state or international borders, or those designated as "high risk." All comments must be received
by Oct. 29. U.S. DOT's proposed rule is available HERE. Comments may be registered HERE.
The Culprits in Eroding the Federal Gas Tax Purchasing Power, In 1 Slide
Posted on October 1, 2013 by Larry Ehl

The federal gas tax is a fixed rate, not a percentage, and therefore is highly vulnerable to inflation. This chart shows
how the gas tax has not kept pace with the inflating costs of construction materials and labor. The chart is from “A
Federal Gas Tax for the Future,” a new report from the Institute for Taxation and Economic Policy (website). Read
an executive summary (webpage), the complete report (pdf), or the press release (pdf).
ITEP explains this chart:
This chart shows that during the same period of time that fuel-efficiency gains took a 6 percent bite out of the
purchasing power of the gas tax, construction cost inflation reduced the tax’s value by 3.5 times that amount, or 22
percent.6 Put another way, over three-quarters (78 percent) of the current gas tax shortfall can be traced back to
growth in the cost of construction materials and labor. The remaining 22 percent of the shortfall is due to fuel-

efficiency gains.*
Unlike most taxes that are levied on a percentage-basis (e.g., 5 percent of a product’s price or 25 percent of a
taxpayer’s income), the gasoline tax is levied as a fixed amount per gallon—currently 18.4 cents. As lawmakers have
long known, however, writing fixed dollar amounts into the tax law inevitably creates problems in the medium- and
long-term as inflation erodes their “real” value. For this reason, many features of federal income tax law (e.g., tax
exemptions, credits, and tax bracket cut-off points) are specifically designed to rise in lock-step with inflation each
year. Unfortunately, this type of “inflation indexing” has not been implemented with respect to the federal gas tax.

*These figures do not include the diesel tax, but rather focus solely on the gasoline tax. The fuel-efficiency of diesel-powered vehicles has remained
basically unchanged since 1997 according to FHWA data, so the decline of the diesel tax is rooted entirely in construction cost growth. In other
words, the impact of fuel-efficiency on total motor fuel tax revenues (including both gasoline and diesel) is even smaller than 22 percent.

Funding Opportunities
Economic Development Administration
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html
EDA provides strategic investments that foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in
economically distressed areas of the United States. Under this FFO, EDA solicits applications from both rural and urban
areas to provide investments that support construction, non-construction, technical assistance, and revolving loan fund
projects under EDA’s Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance programs. Grants made under these programs
are designed to leverage existing regional assets to support the implementation of economic development strategies
that advance new ideas and creative approaches to advance economic prosperity in distressed communities. Link to
Additional Information: EDA's website Please contact Diane Burnett of SARPC staff for questions 706-4621. Also,
don’t forget SARPC has a revolving fund loan program. http://www.sarpc.org/rlf.asp The RLF is a locally controlled
source of capital used to finance small business start-up and expansion whose projects will create permanent jobs. By
combining RLF and bank financing the borrower can realize an effective rate well below market rates.

Just For Fun
7 Weird Transportation Ideas Of The Past You Won’t Believe
1. 1897: The Bicycle Superhighway

This one is actually kind of cool. It was the creation of a California businessman who wanted to construct a bikeonly highway in Los Angeles, beginning in Pasadena and stretching to downtown L.A. Riders would pay a fee to
use it. A first stretch of it was apparently built before the project got nixed.
2. 1907: The Floating Airship With Suspended Car

This is Britain’s first military airship, which was composed of a canoe suspended from a huge 110 foot balloon. You
could go as fast 20 mph!

3. 1938: The National Superhighway Proposal

Detailed in an issue of Popular Mechanics, this proposal called for a 15,000 mile network of superhighways which
would have offered multi-level speedways, cable controls to keep cars in their lanes, allowing drivers to travel at
the “fast” speed of 100 mph. The proposal also called for a creation of a coast-to-coast network of these
highways.
4. 1961: The Amphicar

These famous novelty car-boats of the ’60s went straight from land to water. But seriously, people, does this
really make crossing a body of water any easier?
5. 1964: The Parking-Problem-Solver Car

Behold the “Urbania,” an invention claiming to be the world’s smallest car which also solved parking issues. The
seats and wheel were on a rotating platform so you could get out from any side.
6. 1965: The Hovercraft Train

The Aérotrain was tested in France for over a decade, but was ultimately never adopted by French railways. Using
air resistance, it hovered over the track silently at high speeds.
7. 1965: The Off-Shore Freeway Proposal

This idea would have meant constructing an artificial island with a highway offshore of Santa Monica’s beaches.

In the News
Mobile’s Bayfest, Alabama’s largest music festival starts today
Mobile’s BayFest kicks off this evening, with three nights of world class entertainment, featuring more than 100
entertainers on 9 stages in the streets of downtown Mobile. A complete list of musical artists can be found on the
Bayfest website here. Some street will be closed in downtown Mobile this weekend. A map of the street closings
is available here. The decision has been made to not allow umbrellas to be brought into the festival in order to
provide equal viewing for everyone. So don’t be a Wet Willie, take a poncho.
Current and Looming Impacts on Transportation of Shutdown
Posted on October 3, 2013 by Larry Ehl

The Federal government shutdown is beginning to impact the transportation network.
Impacts to freight, aviation, and accident investigations are now happening, or will happen within a few days,
because of the federal government shutdown.
A current impact
Most immediately, it appears the shutdown may be impacting the thoroughness of accident investigations. CQ’s
John Boyd and Politico both are reporting that the National Transportation Safety Board is apparently curbing its
investigation of the small plane accident that killed four at the Santa Monica airport. But it appears what is being
curbed is a broader investigation of safety conditions at the airport; the investigation of the accident itself seems
to be progressing normally. A transit accident in Chicago is apparently being fully investigated. It seems to us that
NTSB staffing should be covered by the exception that allows workers involved in safety to remain working. This
may seem minor, but a number of federal officials are having to cancel meetings with stakeholders, and speaking
engagements at conferences. That eliminates stakeholders ability to learn what federal officials are doing, thinking,
and planning regarding interpreting and implementing regulations and legislation.
Looming Impacts
Many trucking and rail companies depend on a weekly gas/diesel price report from the Energy Information
Administration (see a sample ). EIA may be able to publish only one more report. What’s the big deal? John Boyd
of CQ/Roll explains that many trucking and some rail companies use the report to adjust fuels fees charged to
customers. The absence of the report could end up costing shippers. Boyd’s story is paywalled in the CQ’s Daily
Executive Briefing, so we don’t want to report much more than that. Sign up for a free trial subscription. Boyd
also reports that distribution of (awarded) $21 million in infrastructure grants from the Commerce
Department are on hold. Among the projects road and rail improvements “for a Missouri industrial park; water
project work to support a Honda plant expansion in Florida; work on airports in Alabama, Utah and California; and
upgrades to a barge port in Louisiana.” This might be the point to repeat our contention that Boyd is consistently
one of the best DC-based transportation writers.
Disputed Impact
The AFL-CIO has about 4,000 members providing a range of technical support to the Federal Aviation
Administration. Boyd notes the AFL-CIO claims the furlough of those folks decreases safety, while the FAA says
essential safety and security staff will continue working
Road builders unveil highway trust fund calculator
By Keith Laing - 10/01/13 04:31 PM ET

The American Road and Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) released a calculator that allows visitors to its
website to come up with ways to "fix" the amount of money Congress has to spend on road and transit projects.
The calculator allows visitors to see the impact on the amount of money in the Highway Trust Fund if either other

funding areas in the federal budget are reduced or borrowed from the government's general fund, or the federal
gas tax is increased. The release of the calculator comes on the 20th anniversary of the last gas tax increase, a 4.3
cent-per-gallon hike that brought the federal government's take on gasoline purchases to 18.4 cents per gallon in
1993. [continue reading]
State of Alabama Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)Awards
Congratulations to all of our member governments that received TAP awards in this first year of funding! All in all,
there were 12 TAP projects funded in the SARPC region for a grand total of $3,469,346.80 in Federal dollars. The
projects in our area include:
Description
Fed. Award
Project Sponsor
City of Spanish Fort
Blakeley Way Sidewalk
$320,000.00
City of Gulf Shores
AL 59 Sidewalk Project
$400,000.00
Baldwin County Commission Eastern Shore Trail Completion
$308,324.00
City of Chickasaw
Thompson Blvd. Sidewalk
$251,687.14
Mobile County Commission Extension of Sidewalks along US 98
$268,503.00
City of Mobile
Area 2 CBD West, upgrade Sidewalks And Ramps to ADA Compliance $399,980.00
City of Saraland
Access Management Plan and Bicycle Path along US 43
$366,580.00
City of Daphne
Gator Alley – Turnout/Overlook/Drainage/Scenic Improvements
$320,075.46
City of Foley
Bicycle Facilities along the Foley Beach Express & County Rd. 12
$334,920.00
City of Brewton
Tiger Drive Sidewalk Project
$166,934.00
Town of Magnolia Springs
County Road 49 Sidewalks
$194,520.80
Town of Flomaton
Sidewalks along US 29, Palafax St., Church St., Houston St., & Popular $137,822.40

The Alabama Road Builders Association is the only Alabama association that exclusively represents the collective
interests of all sectors of Alabama’s transportation construction Industry. We are dedicated to serving the specific
needs of businesses involved in Alabama’s transportation construction industry. Additionally, we serve contractors,
equipment dealers, materials suppliers, consulting engineers and other professional service firms as the industry’s
forum for open communication with the Alabama Department of Transportation, Congress, the Federal Highway
Administration, the Alabama Legislature, the Governor’s office and other agencies.

By Mike D. Smith | msmith@al.com
on September 30, 2013 at 3:02 PM, updated October 01, 2013 at 6:58 AM

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama -- The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has approved a permit to begin construction of
the first 1.3-mile segment of the planned 52-mile Northern Beltline, the agency confirmed. The Corps of
Engineers signed off on the permit on Monday. "The Department of Transportation has received from the
Corps of Engineers the final permit needed to begin construction," Alabama Department of Transportation
spokesman Tony Harris said. It is expected the news is the "major transportation project announcement" Gov.
Robert Bentley is scheduled to make Tuesday afternoon in Gardendale. The first segment will connect

Alabama 75 with Alabama 79 north of Pinson. Harris said ALDOT is preparing to solicit bids during the
department's scheduled letting of Nov. 22. The highway is predicted to take about 30 to 35 years to
complete. Talked about for decades, the new highway -- part of the Appalachian Development Highway
System -- is planned to run along the northern rim of metro Birmingham, forming a semicircle through
northern Jefferson County to link the Interstate 20/59-459 junction in Bessemer with Interstates 22, 65 and
59. Opponents have blasted the highway's overall cost, usefulness and environmental impacts. Proponents
say the new road will create construction jobs and bring a new avenue for economic growth and new jobs to
the metro area.
A recent Federal Highway Administration estimate put the cost at $5.45 billion, or more than $104 million
per mile. Continue reading [HERE]
Mobile MPO Staff Note:
If you are reading this, congratulations you have made it to almost the end of this edition of the Transportation
Friday Newsletter. Perhaps you are wondering why this Birmingham project is transportation news for our region.
The Mobile MPO staff was recently visited by opponents to this project. They suggested that we, folks in South
Alabama supporting the I-10 Mobile River Bridge, should be furious over this project. Until the Northern Beltline
opponents recent visit, I did not give this project much thought. Until it was pointed out to me that this project is
a $5.45 BILLION dollar project, and it is now being approved to begin construction. What does that mean to us,
and should we be upset as they suggest?
We are scrambling for $800 million of federal/state funds from somewhere, for a bridge that serves a current
parking lot of an interstate (a CURRENT infrastructure failure), at less than 15% the cost of this Northern Beltline.
The Northern Beltline is an economic development project; build it and they will come. This is on property owned
by big money (OUCH, it’s true). But there is a problem:
[ Supporters say the project

would be paid for fully by the federal government, because of a program called the Appalachian Development
Highway System. The current transportation bill, MAP-21, eliminated that as a stand-alone program, but in its new form, it can fund
qualifying projects with absolutely no local match. Alabama received just $109 million from the fund in 2012. At that level of support,
opponents point out, the project would take 43 years to complete.] source

Take a look at this week’s Mobile MPO Updates and the authorized project list. We are grateful to the State of
Alabama and the amount of federal money being spent in our region. However, we all know the I-10 Mobile River
Bridge is going to require some innovative federal funding scenarios, and fast. Is this Birmingham Northern
Beltline direct competition for ALDOT’s favorite child? What are your thoughts, I would love to hear them
kharrison@sarpc.org.

Transportation Research
Census Data Sources During the Partial Government Shutdown.
With the budget impasse continuing, some of you have probably been getting more calls for help with data
that users are accustomed to finding on the Census Bureau site. Here are some sites that can help fill in
during this absence.
For Alabama data, you can try the ASDC/CBER data at http://cber.cba.ua.edu/data.html. The population
estimates are current, but they are still working on getting data from the 2012 1-year ACS together, so it's not
out there yet.
Indiana University maintains Stats America, which has current data for all states and counties.
http://www.statsamerica.org/. For counties, look at the profiles and the Innovation Data Browser.
There is a significant amount of 2010 and ACS data available from the Missouri State Data Center at
http://mcdc.missouri.edu/.
The National Historical Geographic Information System (NHGIS) provides, free of charge, aggregate census
data and GIS-compatible boundary files for the United States between 1790 and 2012. This is a very rich
website, especially for users with GIS capabilities. ACS summary files are available here
https://www.nhgis.org/.
Some employment questions can be answered by BLS' Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)
at http://www.bls.gov/data/#employment. The BLS website is operating, just not being updated.
If you want to see how many federal employees there are in your counties, use the link below.
Map of federal government employment http://beta.bls.gov/maps/cew/US?period=2013Q1&industry=10&pos_color=blue&Update=Update&chartData=2&ownerType=1&distribution=Quantiles
Click on any state on the map, and the website displays a county-level map.
Hopefully, everything will be back to normal soon.

