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Transportation Friday
An electronic newsletter concerning regional transportation issues

Volume 11, Number 10

Friday, September 12th , 2014
In This Issue
· RPO UPDATES
· MOBILE MPO
UPDATES

2014 TIGER Grants Awards are announced, and Alabama did not fare well (see In The News). The
South Alabama Regional Planning Commission’s Rural Planning Organization (RPO) met yesterday
(See RPO Updates). Check out what is new under Funding Opportunities. We are getting close to
the I-10 Mobile River Bridge public meeting dates. If your city, county or agency has a passed
resolution, please be prepared to submit to ALDOT during these meetings (See Mobile MPO
Updates). Bumper Stickers are now available through http://www.buildthei10bridge.com/

· PROJECTS LET
SEPTEMBER 26TH, 2014
· LEGISLATIVE
UPDATES
· FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES
·

JUST FOR FUN

·

IN THE NEWS

· TRANSPORTATION
RESEARCH

DO NOT SPIT ORANGE PEELS, HOWL AT WOMEN, OR RIDE YOUR BIKE ON AN INTERSTATE IN
MOBILE (Please see Just For Fun)
We hope you all have a safe and enjoyable Weekend!
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP

Recently Completed Planning
Studies
Origin Destination Study Using Cell
Phones
Mobile County
Comprehensive Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan
Intelligent Transportation System
Diversion Route Planning Study

Contact Us
http://www.mobilempo.org
transportation@sarpc.org
Kevin Harrison, PTP
Director of Transportation
kharrison@sarpc.org
Tom Piper
Senior Transportation Planner

www.mobilempo.org
706-1CAR

check us out on FACEBOOK

Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Update
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) hosted a meeting of the Rural Planning
Organization (RPO) Committee yesterday at the Baldwin County Central Annex in Robertsdale,
Alabama. Items on the agenda included adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting, adopting
the Fiscal Year 2015 Work Program, updating the RPO Transportation Plan and Safety Needs List of
Projects, and a discussion with ALDOT of current and future transportation projects in the rural
areas of Mobile, Baldwin and Escambia Counties. The Work Program for Fiscal Year 2015 and the
updated RPO Transportation Plan are available for review on the RPO website [HERE]. The minutes
of the meeting will be made available on the website as well, once they are transcribed.

Mobile MPO Updates

tpiper@sarpc.org
Monica Williamson
Transportation Planner
mwilliamson@sarpc.org
Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org
South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the I-10 Mobile River Bridge has been
approved by the FHWA and public meetings have been announced. ALDOT will host two public
hearings for the Mobile River Bridge project. Officials will be on site to answer questions about the
proposed bridge and Bayway widening and solicit comments and concerns from the public. Please
see http://www.mobileriverbridge.com/ where you can view the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (Under the Documents Tab) and keep up with the latest developments.
Public Meetings:
Tuesday, September 23, 2014 - 4 p.m. until 8 p.m.
Alabama Cruise Terminal
201 S. Water Street
Mobile, AL 36602
http://www.shipmobile.com/
Monday, September 29, 2014 - 4 p.m. until 8 p.m.
Five Rivers Delta Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Blvd, Spanish Fort, AL 36527
http://www.outdooralabama.com/outdoor-adventures/5rivers/

TRANSIT DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The Transit Development Plan (TDP) for the Mobile MPO study area is complete and is a rather
large document. This TDP summarizes the existing Wave Transit system and provides a series of
phased recommendations that comprise the ten-year TDP. The chapters of the TDP include:
Chapter 1
Chapter 2
Chapter 3
Chapter 4
Chapter 5
Chapter 6
Chapter 7
Chapter 8
Chapter 9

– Introduction
– Market Analysis
– Existing Transit Services
– Transit Standards
– Transit Improvement Program Summary
– Phased Transit Improvements
– Public Participation
– Evaluation of Existing Routes
– FTA Section 5311 Program

Future Year Recommendations

The TDP is going to be the focus of the Transit Element of the Destination 2040 Long Range
Transportation Plan, and will be adopted as part of LRTP. The document is over 300 pages and 75
mb on disk. If you would like a copy of the TDP, just let us know. We are expecting hard copies
from the consultant next week.

DESTINATION 2040
The MPO Staff is continuing to develop the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan titled Destination
2040. The objective of the plan is to identify, to the maximum extent feasible, the multi-modal
transportation improvements which will be needed in the Mobile urban area between now and the
year 2040 in order to maintain an acceptable level of mobility. The plan is multi-modal in scope,
encompassing long-range plans for highway, public transportation, and bicycle/pedestrian
networks. Regional growth, economic development, and accessibility within the study area along
with environmental concerns necessitate that the long-range plan addresses not only improved
vehicular travel but also improvements to other modes of transportation such as bicycling and
walking. Preservation of the existing transportation system coupled with enhancement of all modal
choices will contribute to the improvement of the overall quality of life in the region. You can learn
more about the plan HERE.

Projects Within Region Let September 26 th ,
2014
Baldwin County
for constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on CR-2 (Gulf State Park Road 2) from the
junction of SR-135 to the junction of SR-182 in Gulf Shores. Length 3.013 mi.
for constructing the Roadway Extension (Grade, Drain, Base, Pave, and Signals) on Pride Drive
from SR-59 (Gulf Shores Parkway) to the intersection of CR-20 and Roadway Improvements
on CR-1186 (Juniper Street) from the junction of CR-20 to just north of the Pride Drive
Extension in Foley. Length 2.527 mi.
for constructing the Widening, Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on CR-20 from the intersection
of South Hickory Street to the intersection of SR-59 in Foley. Length 0.996 mi.

What’s Under Construction?

Legislative Updates
Secretary Foxx Announces New Initiative to Enhance Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety:
In an effort to reduce the growing number of pedestrian and bicyclist injuries and fatalities, U.S.
DOT Secretary Anthony Foxx announced a new initiative that will address infrastructure safety,
education, vehicle safety, and data collection. The initiative is an 18-month campaign that will
begin with road safety assessments conducted by U.S. DOT field offices in every state, and will
produce multiple resources to help communities build streets that are safer for pedestrians,
bicyclists, and public transportation users.

House Postpones Vote on CR: In order to keep the government funded and avoid a government
shutdown, Congress needs to pass a continuing resolution (CR) before the new fiscal year begins
on October 1. The U.S. House of Representatives originally planned to vote on the CR this week,
but it has now postponed the vote until next week, likely next Wednesday. The issues holding up
the vote include whether to authorize the President’s actions against the terrorist group in Syria
and Iraq, the extension of the Export-Import Bank, and a dispute over the length of the CR. The
majority of both chambers would like to pass a “clean” CR, with little or no new spending that
would take Congress past the November elections. [HERE]
House Holds Hearing on Federal Permitting and Environmental Reviews for Infrastructure
Projects: On Tuesday, the House Subcommittee on Highways and Transit held a hearing, Surface
Transportation Infrastructure Projects: Case Studies of the Federal Environmental Review and
Permitting Process, to receive testimony from project sponsors regarding their experiences.
Witnesses included the Utah, Washington State, and Texas Departments of Transportation as well
as the Transportation Corridor Agencies. The witnesses made numerous recommendations for how
to improve the environmental review and project approval process, and discussed challenges they
faced with regards to specific sections of MAP-21. [HERE]

Funding Opportunities
DRA Workforce Development Capacity Building & Technical Assistance Fund
Round 1 Submissions Close: July 23 – October 2
Round 2 Submissions Close: August 25 – November 4

The Delta Regional Authority (DRA) has announced that it will establish a competitive, technical
assistance and capacity building investment program, which will allow rural counties/parishes and
states to develop a connected workforce development system at the local level. DRA will make
funds available as a first step in economic development which is needed for growth in the Delta
region. Click HERE for application instructions.

New! NOFA for Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Planning Pilot Program

Proposal Deadline: November 3
           
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is making $19.98 million in funding available for its Pilot
Program for TOD Planning. This program helps support FTA’s mission of improving public
transportation for America’s communities by providing funding to local communities to integrate
land use and transportation planning with a transit capital investment that will seek funding
through FTA’s Fixed Guideway Capital Investment Program. Proposals must be submitted
electronically through the Grants.gov website by midnight Eastern Time on November 3, 2014.
Click HERE for additional information.

USDA – Grants for Increased Economic Opportunity and Improved Quality of Life
in Rural Areas
Deadline: November 12
On August 13, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) issued a press release announcing the
availability of nearly $6 million in grants to qualified organizations under the Rural Community
Development Initiative. These grants will be offered to qualified intermediary organizations that will
provide financial and technical assistance to recipients to develop their capacity and ability to
undertake projects related to housing, community facilities, or community and economic
development that will support the community. Submissions must be made to the USDA Rural
Development state office where the applicant’s headquarters are located. Click HERE to apply.

New! USDA Announces $200 Million to Promote Innovation in SNAP Employment
and Training Programs
Applications Due: Nov. 24, 2014

Last week, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that $200 million in competitive
grants are available for state Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) agencies to design
and conduct training for employees to help SNAP participants find jobs and increase their earnings.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack stated that the grants, authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill, “will
allow us to test innovative approaches to give folks the opportunity to get training, get a good job
and build stronger futures for their families.” All 53 state agencies currently administering SNAP are
eligible to apply. Click HERE for additional information.

U.S. Forest Service – Community Forest Program Funding
Deadline: January 16, 2015

The Community Forest Program is a grant program that authorizes the U.S. Forest Service to
provide financial assistance to establish community forests that provide continuing and accessible
community benefits. Click HERE for the funding opportunity.

Just For Fun
In the “height” of all the bridge talk, and whether we should or should not put a bike lane on the
bridge, below is the municipal law that will have to be retracted in the next 7-10 years.
Sec. 39-13. Pedestrians, bicycles, etc., prohibited on certain interstate highways. It shall be unlawful and
an offense against the city for pedestrians to be upon, or for any person to operate a bicycle, a
nonmotorized vehicle or a motor driven cycle of less than ten (10) horsepower, on any part of Interstate
Highway 10 and Interstate Highway 65, including the entrance roads thereto, at any place within
the city and its police jurisdiction. (Code 1965, § 41-26.1)

Mobile has some real doozies that go along with it, and I think some of them are Just For Fun:
Women may not wear a ‘lewd dress’ in public.
Full text of the law.

No one may use a ‘funk ball’ within the city limits.
Full text of the law.

Bathing in city fountains is prohibited.
Full text of the law.

No person within the city may possess confetti.
Full text of the law.

It is illegal to spit orange peels on the sidewalk.
Full text of the law.

‘Spray String’ is banned.
Full text of the law.

Most locales do not have this problem, but Mobile found it necessary to ban bicycles from the interstate
highways.
Full text of the law.

If one wishes to read palms in the city, they must first pay $10 for a permit.
Full text of the law.

It is illegal to howl at ladies within the city limits.
About this law.

It is unlawful to wear women’s pumps with sharp, high heels.
About this law.

In the News
U.S. Transportation Secretary Foxx Announces 72 TIGER 2014 Recipients
Demand Demonstrates Need for Greater Transportation Investment through GROW AMERICA Act
WASHINGTON – U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx today announced that the Department
of Transportation would provide $600 million for 72 transportation projects in 46 states and the
District of Columbia from its TIGER (Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery)
2014 program.
The Department received 797 eligible applications from 49 states, U.S. territories and the District of
Columbia, an increase from the 585 applications received in 2013. Overall, applicants requested 15
times the $600 million available for the program, or $9 billion for needed transportation projects.
“As uncertainty about the future of long-term federal funding continues, this round of TIGER will
be a shot in the arm for these innovative, job-creating and quality of life-enhancing projects,” said
Secretary Foxx. “We're building bridges from Maine to Mississippi. We're creating ladders of
opportunity for the middle-class and those seeking to enter the middle-class by investing in transit,
road and rail projects from Los Angeles to Detroit to New York City, increasing access to jobs and
quality of life. For every project we select, however, we must turn dozens more away – projects
that could be getting done if Congress passed the GROW AMERICA Act, which would double the
funding available for TIGER and growing the number of projects we could support.”
[HERE] to see who was funded. Alabama fell short…..

'We need help': Some traffic relief on horizon in Orange Beach but long-term

solutions remain elusive

By Marc D. Anderson | manderson@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on September 11, 2014 at 12:01 PM, updated September 11, 2014 at 1:27 PM

ORANGE BEACH, Alabama -- "We need to get something done because people in our community
can no longer be trapped inside their subdivisions and their homes.
"We need help."
Councilman Jeff Silvers summed up the city's ever-growing frustration with summer traffic gridlock
and the stagnation of long-term transportation solutions, despite past financial commitments by
Orange Beach. Silvers spoke during a town hall meeting that packed out the Orange Beach Event
Center this week with about 1,000 people.
Long-term projects such as the proposed cross-island connector and Wolf Bay bridge remain
priorities for the city, but they lack funding beyond Orange Beach. Still, some short-term relief for
Canal Road was announced by state highway officials at the Tuesday gathering.
The meeting focused on transportation and quality-of-life improvements throughout Orange Beach,
such as spending some $3 million on new sidewalks and enhancing pedestrian safety on the beach
highway, among other things. Continue [HERE]

Pay-As-You-Go program geared to update Mobile roads
By Cassie Fambro | cfambro@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on September 10, 2014 at 1:05 PM, updated September 10, 2014 at 1:07 PM

MOBILE, Alabama-- The Mobile County Commission Monday voted on a $54 million Pay-As-You-Go
road improvement program Monday that will upgrade roadways in every Mobile County
municipality and the unincorporated areas according to county commission spokesperson Nancy
Johnson.
For graphs and more information on specific locations, click here
The program will go to a vote of county registered voters at the November 4 general election.
The Mobile County Commission will vote on the program at a meeting at 10 a.m. today in the
auditorium of Government Plaza. The agenda item calls for a $54 million in county funding, but the
projects will include another $12 million in state of Alabama contributions, bringing the total
program to $66 million.
The Mobile County Pay-As-You-Go Program features a method of financing road improvements
that allows the county to pay for road and bridge improvements with no new taxes and no

borrowed money. Instead, the improvements are financed through funds collected in advance of
each road program.
The 2014 proposal is the 15th Pay-As-You-Go program since the county inaugurated the program
in 1977. All previous 14 programs have been approved by voters.
The 2014 program will bring upgrades to 94 miles of roadway and it will include the reconstruction
of two new bridges, one on Padget Switch Road over Carls Creek in Bayou La Batre and the other
on Wilmer-Georgetown Road over Big Creek.
All 11 municipalities in the county will benefit from the program, with multiple upgrades to
roadways in all of them. The city of Mobile, the biggest of the cities in Mobile County, will see
improvements on 33 miles of roadway through the county's 2014 Pay-As-You-Go Program.
"We are making our best effort to be proactive in building our infrastructure of roads," said County
Commission President Connie Hudson. "Fortunately, we have a funding program to assure
continuity of improvements to our roads."
Mobile Commissioner Merceria Ludgood said that the Pay-As-You-Go Program also is "an economic
engine for the community putting scores of people to work." She added, "It is an essential program
to assure that transportation throughout the county flows smoothly and safely."
"Two of the County's largest responsibilities to taxpayers is public safety, and providing adequate
and safe roads for our constituents," said Mobile County Commissioner Jerry Carl. "I am excited to
see these road improvements as they provide a better quality of life for our constituents, as well as
bring in much needed economic development to Mobile County."
Coastal Alabama Cleanup September 20th 2014:
Volunteers are needed to take part in the 26th Annual Alabama Coastal Cleanup that will take place
on Saturday, September 20th from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Please visit www.alcoastalcleanup.com to
learn about all of the sites where cleanups will take place! Water will be provided as well as t-shirts
for participants. Please contact Lauren Jakubowski if you need additional information: (251) 9906002 or ljakubowski@joinACF.org

WAVE TO THE JAGS…

Beginning Saturday, September 13, 2014, The Wave Transit System will provide open
to the general public service from Colonial Bel Air Mall to Ladd-Peebles Stadium. The
cost is only $2.50 roundtrip per person and children 5 and under accompanied by an
adult ride free!!! Buses will begin departure (4) four hours prior to the game and
continue until (90) ninety minutes after the game. The service accommodated the
disabled.

Transportation Research
When Adding Bike Lanes Actually Reduces Traffic Delays
A big reason for opposition to bike lanes is that, according to the rules of traffic engineering, they
lead to car congestion. The metric determining this outcome (known as "level of service") is quite
complicated, but its underlying logic is simple: less road space for automobiles means more delay at
intersections. Progressive cities have pushed back against this conventional belief—California, in
particular, has led the charge against level of service—but it remains an obstacle to bike lanes (and

multi-modal streets more broadly) across the country.
But the general wisdom doesn't tell the whole story here. On the contrary, smart street design can
eliminate many of the traffic problems anticipated by alternative mode elements like bike lanes.
A new report on protected bike lanes released by the New York City Department of Transportation
offers a great example of how rider safety can be increased even while car speed is maintained.
To see what we mean, let's take a look at the bike lanes installed on Columbus Avenue from 96th
to 77th streets in 2010-2011. As the diagram below shows, the avenue originally had five lanes—
three for traffic, one for parking, and one parking-morning rush hybrid. By narrowing the lane
widths, the city was able to maintain all five lanes while still squeezing in a protected bike lane and
a buffer area.

NYC DOT
Click [HERE] for more

SURVEY: Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning
Deadline: September 29
The AASHTO Standing Committee on Planning invites your participation in a brief survey covering
current and future planning activities at state DOTs, MPOs, and regional organizations. The insights
and responses you provide will be used to develop a quarterly series of "snapshot" publications.
Snapshots will highlight current practices, trending topics, best practice examples, and other
information on the survey topics . A series of snapshots are being developed through NCHRP 8-36
to address timely topics and provide a resource for planners, executives, legislators, and others
interested in planning practices. The snapshots will be made available through the Transportation
Research Board and at www.planningsnapshots.camsys.com. Click HERE for the survey.

1ST ANNUAL ALABAMA RURAL ROAD SAFETY WORKSHOP AND CONFERENCE
September 29-October 2, 2014

The Alabama Rural Road Safety Workshop and Conference is for engineers, planners and others
who are responsible for the design, maintenance, and safety of rural roads. It will strengthen your
knowledge of available tools, countermeasures and processes to improve safety on your roads, and
includes a one-day eight hour Workshop followed by a one and one half day Conference. The
Workshop explains how road safety may be integrated into rural/ local transportation projects at
all stages including planning, design, construction, operation, and maintenance. The Conference
emphasizes methods to identify rural road safety issues and appropriate countermeasures.
Participants may attend either the Workshop or Conference, or both. For more information click
HERE.

A Useful Resource: Roadway Safety Guide: A Primer for Community Leaders
The Roadway Safety Foundation is a non-profit organization created in 1995 whose mission is to “…
reduce the frequency and severity of motor vehicle crashes, injuries, and fatalities through
improvements to roadway systems and their environment.” Earlier this year, the RSF released an
updated version of its Roadway Safety Guide: A Primer for Community Leaders, available online
HERE.
The guide is intended to be a document that is useful for people who are not highway safety

professionals (such as elected officials and other community leaders). The guide begins by providing
a context for highway safety issues and a general primer on roadway safety. This is followed by a
series of stories on case studies and best practices. There is a chapter on vulnerable users – older
drivers, young drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorcyclists, and suggestions on resources for
funding and further information.

