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In This Issue
· MOBILE MPO UPDATES

On September 27 th , the Mobile MPO staff is having an Open Discussion with the FHWA about the Mobile Urban Area Tap Funds and
there will be a Public Meeting concerning Alabama's 2040 Statewide Transportation Plan on September 27, 2016 (please see Mobile
MPO Updates). New Funding Announced for FTA JARC and New Freedom (That’s SAFETEA-LU); See Funding Opportunities. There is a
South Alabama RPO meeting scheduled (See South Alabama RPO Updates) and congrats to Mayor Stimpson (Please See In The News).
Things are not always what they seem, in this week’s Just For Fun.

· South AL RPO Updates
· PROJECTS LET September 30 th
, 2016
·

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

· FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
· JUST FOR FUN
· IN THE NEWS

Have a great weekend! And check out ALGO Traffic before you travel; you can read what is on the message signs!
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP

www.mobilempo.org

check us out on FACEBOOK
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Joe Ruffer to Retire
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At Wednesday’s MPO meeting, it was unanimous to pass a resolution honoring Mr. Joe Ruffer, P.E., for his dedicated service to not
only the Mobile MPO, but Mobile County, South Alabama, the entire State of Alabama and the Field of Engineering. Joe has been a
friend and mentor to a lot of people, and we thank him, and wish him the best in his retirement.
Joe W. Ruffer, PE, Mobile County Engineer and Public Works Director, is retiring after 42 years with the Mobile County Public Works
Department. Joe is a graduate of Auburn University, completing his B.S. Civil Engineering in 1964 and M.S. Civil Engineering in 1965.
His first professional assignment was as 2nd Lt. in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers from 1966-1968, where he served first as the
Assistant Post Engineer at Camp Pickett, Virginia, then as 1st Lt. in Vietnam as the Engineering Officer in charge of Logistic Support. He
received the U.S. Army Bronze Star Commendation Medal and Reserve Component Achievement Medal. Mr. Ruffer joined Palmer &
Baker Engineers in 1969, where he designed and supervised construction of the I-10 Mobile River Tunnel. He joined Harbert
International 1971-74 as the Construction Engineering Manager in charge of Utility Construction in the State of Louisiana. In 1974, he
joined Mobile County Public Works, where he serves today as the County Engineer and Public Works Director. Joe is a Professional
Engineer in the State of Alabama and a member of the Chi Epsilon national civil engineering honor society.
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But, I do have a funny story to tell of our treasured engineer. One day after an MPO meeting, Mr. Ruffer and I had a discussion about
the Wallace Tunnels, he informed me that he worked as a foreman on the construction of the tunnels. Fascinated by that, I inquired.
He said that there were some real learning experiences that had occurred. Like when the they first started to submerge the tunnels,
the tunnels started to no longer sink, but float. The engineers were perplexed, until one bright young engineer figured they may have
miscalculated the salinity of the water, since the tide had changed! Also, when surveying a tube of a large tunnel, be sure to do it
when the sun is not shining on only one side of the tunnel. This will cause a slight misreading, as the tunnel may bow if the
temperature and air pressure are not consistent. There are other great stories.
I told Mr. Ruffer that these were fascinating stories, and that he should put them down in a memoir. To my delight, he said he had
written a white paper and he shared it with me. Please follow THIS LINK to read the memoirs of the young engineer. You may notice,
that this white paper is all business, just like Joe. A good engineer does not publish… “learning experiences”.

The Mobile MPO met Wednesday Sept 14th
The TCC/CAC met two weeks ago and recommended several agenda items to the MPO Policy Board which met this week. One of the
items on the agenda was the Self Certification resolution. You may recall this was on the agenda in July of 2015. However, because of
the ADA Transition Plans not being completed, we could not in good faith self-certify ourselves. One year and a few months later, we
do have nine adopted ADA Transition Plans for Public ROW. The TCC/CAC recommended approval of the Self Certification and was
adopted by the Mobile MPO at Wednesday’s meeting. A couple other items were the adoption of the FY 2017 Unified Planning Work
Program and an amendment to the TIP for FTA 5310 funds. There was a lengthy discussion on the Urban TAP Funds at the TCC/CAC
meeting on August 31st , and as a result, we will be having a meeting concerning TAP funds coming up on September 27 th , 2016; see
below.

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM (TAP) FUNDING
TAP Funding Open Discussion
On September 27 th , 2016 at 10:30 AM there will be an open discussion with the FHWA concerning the Mobile Urban Area
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding. If you are in the Mobile Urbanized Area, and are eligible for TAP Grants, please
plan on attending. This is concerning the Federal Certification recommendation to have a multi-year schedule of TAP Projects. This is
a good idea and has merit, but how do we get there, can we get there, does the TCC/CAC want to get there in terms of local
governments being able to budget the match and PE? Let’s talk about it with the FHWA.

MPO Safety Performance Measures Fact Sheet
FHWA recently announced the availability of four new resources online to help states and other stakeholders implement the Safety
Performance Management Measures Final Rule. The resources include a safety performance targets timeline and a list of data
resources and training support. In addition, the MPO Safety Performance Measures Fact Sheet summaries the requirements for MPOs
and compares the different responsibilities with state DOTs.

FTA 5310 FUNDING
The Mobile MPO is the Designated Recipient of the FTA 5310 Urban Area funding. Available this fiscal year was $110,042 (federal) for
operating and $387,964 (federal) for capital. The Independent Living Center, City of Satsuma, and the Mobile ARC were awarded
operating funds for FY 2017. Mobile ARC, The Learning Tree, Independent Living Center, and Alta Pointe were awarded capital grants
totaling $377,164 federal dollars for 2017. Congratulations to the grantees.

South Alabama RPO Updates
The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) will host a meeting of the Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Committee
at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 21, 2016 at the Baldwin County Central Annex at 22251 Palmer Street in Robertsdale,
Alabama.
Items on the agenda include adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting, the election of a vice-chairperson, review and adoption
of the Fiscal Year 2017 Work Program, updating the RPO Transportation Plan and list of Safety Needs, and a discussion of current and
future transportation projects in the rural areas of Mobile, Baldwin and Escambia Counties.
If you want to add items on the agenda or if you have any questions or comments regarding the above information, feel free to call us

at (251) 706- 4622.
If you are a voting member and are unable to attend the meeting you may send a proxy in your place.

Projects Within Region Let September 30th, 2016
Mobile County
· For constructing the I-10 Eastbound Water Street On-Ramp Closure and Roadway Improvements (Minor Widening) at the Canal
Street, Claiborne Street, and Texas Street Interchanges in Mobile. Length 1.242 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is
from $1,121,759 to $1,371,039.
· For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-16 (US-90) from west of the intersection of Pine Hill Drive
(MP 25.250) to the intersection of SR-163 (MP 25.869) in Mobile. Length 0.619 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from
$319,672 to $390,710 .

Baldwin County
·

For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Traffic Stripe, and Culvert Replacement on SR-225 from the junction of CR-138
(Hurricane Road) to the junction of SR-59 in Stockton. Length 11.546 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from
$2,027,543 to $2,478,108 .

· For constructing the Adaptive Signal Installations along SR-42 (US-98) at various locations as indicated in the plans. The Bracket
Estimate on this project is from $2,269,431 to $2,773,749

· For constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on Scenic Route 98 from the junction of CR-1 to the junction of Nelson
Drive in Fairhope. Length 6.581 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $861,388 to $1,052,808 .

Escambia County
· For constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on SR-21 from the Florida State Line to the pavement joint at MP 0.968 in
Atmore. Length 0.968 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $349,579 to $427,263 .
What’s Under Construction?
Project Status

Legislative Updates
Senate Passes WRDA
The Senate voted 95-3 today to pass the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) after ending debate Wednesday. Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Bill Shuster (R-PA) is hopeful that the House version will get to the floor next week. The $10.6
billion bill would approve more than two dozen new U.S. Army Corps of Engineers flood protection and water projects as well as
federal funding to address lead pipes in Flint, Michigan. HERE

GAO Study: Linking Funding to Conditions May Help Demonstrate Impact of Federal Investment
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) recently completed a study on the funding and management of bridges and the effects
of the 2012 legislative changes that consolidated the bridge-funding program into other highway programs. The report examines
trends from the past ten years on the condition, funding, and ways states fund and manage their programs. GAO found that overall
bridge conditions have improved between 2006 and 2015 and that federal funds have remained relatively stable within the same time
period. In addition, during interviews, officials reported little change in the way they have funded and managed bridges since the 2012
changes. Their report recommends DOT help FHWA to develop measures on the link between federal funding and the desired
outcomes and report the results to Congress.
I put this under Legislative Updates, but it should be put under Just For Fun for legislation abuse…… Thank goodness this is not
Alabama…
A friend of mine sent this to me. She now has a 1968 Chevy Camaro Super Sport with a 350 engine. She has saved her entire life to
get the car of her dreams, and has finally pulled the trigger. It is truly an awesome car. When I get rid of some kids, my dream also is
to have a muscle car. However, as soon as she bought the car of her dreams of almost the past 50 years, the State of Maryland
Legislature passes a law. See the email below.

I would like to know how the trip identification will be policed and enforced…. I plan on “cruising” to the store, and “cruising” to work
here in Alabama.

Funding Opportunities
STATEWIDE COMPETITIVE NON-URBAN GRANT (deadline October 5 th, 2016)
Job Access & Reverse Commute Program (Section 5316 • JARC) and the
New Freedom Program (Section 5317 - NF)
Fiscal Year 2017
Dissemination Date: September 6, 2016
Date to Submit Applications to Regional Planning Councils: October 5, 2016
Date for Regional Planning Councils to Submit their Applications to ALDOT: October 5, 2016
Date for Regional Planning Councils to Submit Endorsed Applications to ALDOT: October 12, 2016
ALDOT has announced the grant application for federal assistance provided through the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for the
Section 5316 Job Access and Reverse Commute and Section 5317 New Freedom Programs. The "Vehicle Inventory Form" is provided in
the application in Word, but is upon request also available electronically in Excel. The applications are available through ALDOT or
SARPC can email you one. Please let us know.
All projects funded through Sections 5316 and 5317 must be derived from a locally developed, coordinated public transit-human
services transportation planning process. ALDOT has designated the 12 Regional Planning Councils to coordinate transportation
services in their regions.
Please read the application in its entirety before starting to complete it. Immediate attention must be given to the public hearing
requirements, authorizing resolution, and the required Regional Planning Council endorsement.
Completed grant applications must be submitted on or before 5:00 p.m. on October 5, 2016, to the appropriate Regional Planning
Council in the geographic area of the state where Section 5316 and/or Section 5317 transportation services are proposed. Regional
Planning Councils preparing applications will submit their applications to ALDOT on or before 5:00 p.m. on October 5, 2016.
Technical assistance is available on an as needed basis. If you have any questions or need technical assistance with the application
development process, please contact Wiley Brooks, at (334) 353-6417 or email him at brookswi@dot.state.al.us.

ALDOT TAP FUNDING (deadline December 16 th, 2016)
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) is soliciting applications for the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) for FY
2017.
The TAP application and instructions are located on the ALDOT website at:
http://www.dot.state.al.us/moweb/specialprograms_section.htm

The TAP application is available on this page and on page two (2) of the instructional information is a listing of eligible improvement
projects for TAP funding. The deadline for submission of FY 2017 TAP applications including support documentation is Friday,
December 16, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.
Some
1.
2.
3.
4.

major application requirements of the TAP are:
Only cities, towns and county commissions can apply for funding;
Due to limited funding, there is a $400 ,000 cap on the amount of federal funds that a sponsor can apply for;
Only one application can be submitted by an eligible sponsor due to limited funding;
The funding ratio for TAP projects is 80% federal funds and 20% sponsor funds. The sponsor is responsible for the cost of
required preliminary engineering;
5. Public involvement is optional;
6. Fifty (50) percent of the TAP funds are sub-allocated to the MPO's by population
1. and fifty (50) percent is distributed to any area of the state by ALDOT ;
7. All TAP projects are selected by a competitive application process administered by ALDOT ;
8. Independent landscaping projects are not eligible;
9. Transportation museums are not eligible;
10. For cities/towns located within the six (6) largest MPO's (Birmingham, Huntsville, Montgomery , Mobile, Columbus, GA, and
Pensacola, FL), the TAP funds that are being administered by ALDOT are completely separate from the TAP funds that are
dedicated to the aforementioned MPO's.

Please contact Bob Kratzer at (334) 353-6442 if you have questions regarding this matter.

FHWA Offers New Funding for Innovative Demonstration Projects
New funding is available from the Federal Highway Administration’s Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program to
encourage the transportation community to adopt proven innovations. Funding or the AID Demonstration program, launched in 2014
as part of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act, was continued by the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation
Act. Since AID Demonstration was introduced, FHWA has provided more than $43 million for 61 awards.
Under the program, funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects that use proven innovations in any project phase,
including planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment and construction. Applications are accepted on
a rolling basis through Grants.gov, the federal government’s website for information on funding opportunities. For more information
on the AID Demonstration program, contact Ewa Flom of the FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation

UDSOT Announces $7 Million in Funding for Innovative Research to Improve Public
Transportation (Deadline October 14, 2016)
The FTA and USDOT announced the $7 million Safety Research and Demonstration (SRD) program this week. The SRD program
provides assistance for transit agencies to pursue cutting edge technology and innovative approaches to safety. This year the program
aims to help transit agencies prevent collisions, enhance safety design elements, and evaluate potential solutions. Applications are due
October 14. HERE

The Big Jump Project
The Big Jump Project applications Due: October 28, 2016
Building on the momentum of the Green Lane Project, The Big Jump will put bikes at the center of connecting people to the places
where they live, learn, work and play. Through a mix of on-the-ground infrastructure, smart outreach and community engagement,
The Big Jump will partner with community leaders in the U.S. to identify opportunities for improvements specifically tailored to each
community’s needs. The Big Jump Project is a three-year effort to help 10 places achieve a big jump in biking – a doubling or tripling
of people riding – by building a network of safe and comfortable places to ride and engaging the community. The goal is also to
validate a core concept: that if a city does all the right things, more people will ride and the community will be a better place to live,
work and play. The Big Jump team is looking for 10 places that will achieve great things for biking between now and 2020.

Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance Programs
Deadline: Rolling
Grants made under these programs will leverage regional assets to support the implementation of regional economic development
strategies designed to create jobs, leverage private capital, encourage economic development, and strengthen America’s ability to
compete in the global marketplace. Through the Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO), the Economic Development Administration (EDA)
solicits applications from rural and urban communities to develop initiatives that advance new ideas and creative approaches to
address rapidly evolving economic conditions. EDA is employing a new two-phase review process for proposals/applications submitted
under this FFO. Proposals will be reviewed by EDA within 30 days of receipt; and following the proposal review, full applications will
be reviewed within 60 days of receipt.

Industrial Access Road and Bridge

Industrial access funds are intended to provide adequate public access to new or expanding distribution, manufacturing and industrial
firms. The industry must be committed to new investment and the creation of new jobs. The new access must be on public right of
way for public use (state, city or county) and the project sponsor (city or county) must maintain the completed facility unless the
facility consists of turn lanes, crossovers, etc., that are located on state highways. Industrial access funds are limited to construction,
construction engineering and inspection costs. The project sponsor is responsible for all preliminary engineering, right-of-way
acquisition and utility relocation costs.
Prior to the date the qualifying (new or expanding) project is “placed in service,” the sponsoring entity or its local development agency
must notify the Alabama Department of Commerce of its intent to claim the incentives under Section 41-9-202.1, Code of Alabama
1975. Effective October 9, 2008, the Industrial Access Road and Bridge Corporation application submittal should include the
notification acknowledgment letter from the Secretary of Commerce. For more info, see HERE

Just For Fun
Many years ago our own Tom Piper had the opportunity to ride Amtrak’s Sunset Limited Train from San Antonio to New Orleans. Back
then the station in San Antonio was the Southern Pacific Railroad Station, which was a Spanish Mission Revival style building similar to
the GM&O but smaller. Tom was dropped off at the station by a friend very early in the morning. When he entered, all of the benches
but one in the station were occupied by sleeping backpackers that were traveling cross country. There was one spot available to sit
next to a big cowboy dressed all in black from head to toe. Tom went over to the concession area, bought a cup of coffee from the
automated coffee vending machine, a newspaper, and six pack of white powdered mini doughnuts. Tom took a seat next to the
cowboy and proceeded to doctor his cup of coffee with sugar and cream. The waiting room was eerily silent except for the snoring of
one the sleeping backpackers. As Tom was stirring his coffee, the cowboy slowly reached down, opened Tom’s doughnuts and ate
one. Now due to the eerie quietness of the place, the weirdness of the act, and the fact that he hadn’t had any coffee yet, Tom was
at a loss of words; he didn’t say anything. Instead, he reached down and very deliberately ate one of his doughnuts. The cowboy
looked at him and then very slowly reached down and took another. Well now Tom really didn’t know what to say, because he hadn’t
said anything the first time, so he just reached down and again very slowly and deliberately took another doughnut. So now there
were just two doughnuts left. With a very haughty sideways glance, the cowboy reached and got another. Not to be outdone, Tom
went for the last one and triumphantly ate it in one bite. So now the two of them were just sitting there looking at one another with
the empty doughnut packet between them. The air of the station was thick with tension, and the snoring of the backpacker. Just
then, the train pulled in and the station came to life. The cowboy stood up, tipped his hat and walked out to the train. Tom drank his
coffee, picked up his suitcase, and his newspaper, and there underneath his paper… was his packet of doughnuts.

In the News
How $120 million in BP money will tackle 'Bloody 98' and other priorities in coastal Alabama

By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on September 09, 2016 at 10:33 AM, updated September 09, 2016 at 1:57 PM

The U.S. 98 improvement project in Mobile County has been referred to as a road that leads to nowhere. Its extension into
Mississippi, costing in the hundreds of millions of dollars, has been stalled for decades due to a lack of funding.
But the improved road is still atop the list of priorities for state transportation officials. With a penchant for dangerous and sometimes
fatal car crashes, the old highway has long held the nickname "Bloody 98."
For the first time in decades, the U.S. 98 project – which would open a new connection via Alabama 158 to the highway west of
Semmes – has a financial boost: $65 million included in the overall allocation of the state's $1 billion settlement with BP stemming
from the 2010 oil spill.
Gov. Robert Bentley signed the allocation into law Thursday.
"Everyone is acutely aware of the problems with that dangerous two-lane road and the citizens want to see the new 98 completed,"
Mobile County Commissioner Connie Hudson said. "Hopefully, this is the catalyst that gets us moving forward."
Mobile County's entire $65 million of road money included in the BP bill will go to U.S. 98.
Baldwin County will get $55 million, which could advance three important widening projects: Canal Road in Orange Beach, Alabama
181 near Daphne and Fairhope, and U.S. 31 in Spanish Fort.
State lawmakers funneled $120 million to the two coastal counties in a last-minute negotiation of a settlement package that largely

pays off the state's debts.
Earlier in the week, key lawmakers from elsewhere in Alabama threatened to give nothing to the coast for roads. Conference
committee negotiations led to the $120 million award – the minimum that some coastal lawmakers said they would tolerate.
"This was the best we could do given the circumstances," Sen. Bill Hightower, R-Mobile, said.
Addressing 'Bloody 98'
Montgomery politics aside, even the entire $120 million wouldn't be sufficient to fully address the long-idled U.S. 98 project, where
traffic is increasingly becoming more dangerous as new subdivisions and shopping areas pop up. County officials reported that during
a two-year stretch from 2012-14, the road saw a 62 percent spike in crashes.
The full project costs are pegged at an estimated $180 million. Although state and local transportation officials acknowledge that the
$65 million can't cover all the bills, it inspires hope.
S
en. Rusty Glover, R-Semmes, is confident that state and federal money will be available to augment the BP allocation.
"If we can get a 3-to-1 match with federal dollars, that should take care of it," Glover said.
Tony Harris, spokesman with the Alabama Department of Transportation, said that ALDOT Director John Cooper will be meeting with
local officials to present proposals on how best to proceed.
Possibly, officials said, the project could be scaled down, somewhat. Among the options, according to Glover, is to make two lanes of
highway, rather than four lanes, in some segments. Continue HERE.

State's long-range transportation plan subject of meeting
By Russ Corey Staff Writer
HUNTSVILLE — A series of meetings beginning later this month will give members of the public an opportunity to learn more about
the state's transportation system and provide input for Alabama's 2040 Statewide Transportation Plan.
The closest meeting to the Shoals is in Huntsville on Sept. 20, from 5-6:30 p.m., at the Top of Alabama Regional Council of
Governments, 5075 Research Drive N.W. A presentation by the Alabama Department of Transportation will take place at 5:30 p.m.
Other public meetings will be held in Tuscaloosa on Sept. 21, Hoover on Sept. 22, Mobile

on Sept. 27 and Montgomery on

Sept. 28.
The long-range plan summarizes the current conditions of the state's transportation system and its needs and priorities for the next 25
years. It addresses all modes of transportation for passengers and freight, roads and bridges, transit, bicycle/pedestrian, rail, air travel
and waterways.
For more information, contact Jim Doolin at 334-242-6097.

Mayor Stimpson Receives Distinguished Leadership Award
By Staff Published: September 15, 2016, 10:12 pm

Mayor Stimpson was honored by the American Planning Association with the Distinguished Leadership Award for an Elected Public
Official. The award is given to an elected public official that has made significant contributions and shown support for planning in
Alabama.
Mayor Stimpson was recognized for his long-range planning efforts that encompass developing and adopting Mobile’s first long range
plan known as Map for Mobile: Framework for Growth.
“This award is the result of the City’s Planning and Development staff’s hard work and collaboration,” said Mayor Stimpson. “Planning
and urban design are becoming the driving force to increase the quality of life for our citizens. It doesn’t end with the adoption of the
comprehensive plan and will continue to be a priority as we begin to implement the principles recommended in Map for Mobile.”
The Alabama – Mississippi APA awards individuals, agencies, organizations, local governments, or private companies within the State
of Alabama that have completed outstanding programs or projects. The mayor will receive his award at a ceremony in Biloxi,
Mississippi on September 15 at the 2016 Joint Alabama-Mississippi Conference.
As a friendly reminder, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is currently conducting a stakeholder satisfaction survey. Our goal is to
obtain your candid feedback on FTA’s performance and capabilities as an agency. The survey will be open through Friday, September
23 rd . You may access the survey by clicking here. The survey is completely anonymous and will only take a few moments to complete.
Please respond directly to this message should you have any technical difficulties with the survey.

Your participation and feedback is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Carolyn Flowers
Acting Administrator
Federal Transit Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fta_stakeholder

Transportation Research
BTS Releases First-Ever National Transit Map Data
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) today released National Transit Map data, a
geospatial database containing the information submitted by almost 200 transit agencies that provides open, machine-readable data
about their stops, routes, and schedules.
The national, openly available map of fixed-guideway and fixed-route transit service in America will allow the U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT) to demonstrate the importance and role of transit in American society and to identify and address gaps in access
to public transportation. It will also support research, planning and analysis on the benefits of transit, such as the economic impacts of
transit on a community’s economic development, or on reducing poverty in low-income neighborhoods.
The national Transit Map can be used to support DOT’s Ladders of Opportunity initiative to promote the use of existing transportation
networks to connect residents to jobs, education, health, government, and other essential services.
The initial National Transit Map consists of General Transit Feed Specification (GTFS) data feeds registered with BTS in response to a
March 2016 request for the data from U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx. Almost 200 transit agencies responded, submitting
data on over 385,000 stops and stations and nearly 10,000 routes. Development of the National Transit Map is a continuing process
and another update is expected to be released by the end of 2016.
This first version of the National Transit Map contains data for 84 percent of the top 25 urban transit agencies with fixed route
service, 74 percent of the top 50 agencies, and approximately one-third of all urban transit agencies with fixed route service. DOT is
currently working to bring additional transit agencies on board for the second version of the map, scheduled to be released in late
2016.
BTS has worked jointly with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the DOT Office of the Chief Information Officer to develop
and release the inaugural map.
The National Transit Map includes the National Transit Layer – national data feeds that provide open, machine readable spatial and
tabular data about the nation’s transit systems stops, routes, and schedules. It also has a National Participation Map that shows which
agencies have volunteered to take part in the National Transit Map. In addition, Interactive Mapping Apps that provide tools such as
calculators for distances from transit stops, trip frequency and time of day coverage will be released shortly.
The National Transit Map will be a National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) within the National Transportation Atlas Database (NTAD),
a set of nationwide geographic databases of transportation facilities, networks, and associated infrastructure. It will be a substantial
update to the previous transit-focused map, which was released in 2004 and only included the location of fixed-guideway transit such
as rail systems. The new map includes fixed route systems such as bus.
SAFETY PERFORMANCE MEASURES
The Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Office of Safety is pleased to announce the availability of several new resources to help
States implement the Safety Performance Management Measures Final Rule under 23 CFR 490. These resources, available at
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/spm/, include:
State Serious Injury Conversion Tables: assist States in reporting serious injuries per the Model Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria
(MMUCC) 4th Edition attribute for "Suspected Serious Injury (A)." States that do not currently use the MMUCC 4 th Edition
attribute should use the conversion tables to convert the equivalent data from their State’s Motor Vehicle Crash Database. The
conversion tables also provide the equivalent definitions for pedestrian and pedalcyclist as defined in the American National
Standard Institute (ANSI) D16.1-2007 for States to report the required number of non-motorized serious injuries.
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Safety Performance Measures Fact Sheet: highlights the requirements specific to
MPOs and provides a comparison of MPO and State DOT responsibilities.
2018-2019 HSIP Safety Performance Targets Timeline: provides important dates for the safety performance target process,
including coordination, target establishment, reports, and assessment of significant progress.
Safety Performance Measures Resources and Support: provides a list of training opportunities, tools, and capacity-building
resources.

Pocket Guide to Transportation Statistics
If you need transportation statistics at a moment’s notice – for example, if you want to see a list of the most congested urban areas or
if you want to find the busiest Amtrak stations – the Bureau of Transportation Statistics has a solution for you.
As we mark the 50 th anniversary of the U.S. Department of Transportation, BTS is introducing its most innovative product yet – a
smartphone app for the Pocket Guide to Transportation.

Click Here to continue reading Introducing the Pocket Guide to Transportation App

AASHTO Releases Federal Surface Transportation Authorization Portal
AASHTO has developed a portal for information on federal surface transportation authorization. This is a regularly updated resource
on MAP-21 reauthorization and implementation of the Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. Click HERE for more
information.

Advancing Collaborative Planning: Summary of a Focus Group on Transportation and Economic
Development
by Carrie Kissel
In March 2016, the NADO Research Foundation held a focus group on the link between transportation and economic development,
and how state departments of transportation and regional planning and development organizations can work together to better plan
for those issues in an integrated way. The focus group participants included regional, state, and federal agency staff and others with
experience in both transportation and economic development programs. During the conversation, the focus group participants
developed a definition of economic development that emphasizes doing economic development and transportation planning
differently, and can be used to help frame related planning efforts:
Economic development in transportation involves deliberate interventions to produce tangible benefits that are specific to the context,
are sustained over time, and make a place more resilient.
This new report, Advancing Collaborative Planning: Summary of a National Focus Group on Transportation and Economic
Development(PDF), explores how the participants’ definition of economic development can be applied in transportation planning. The
report documents the themes of the focus group discussion, including economic development impacts, resilience, and state
department of transportation (DOT) and regional planning and development organization roles in working together. Read about the
highlights of the discussion and about noteworthy practices shared by participants that can institutionalize consideration of
transportation and economic development together.

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were
collected from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and
acronyms related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases
which exist within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
· Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.
· None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for pedestrian.
· The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word,
phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

