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The South Alabama Regional Planning Commission (SARPC) will host a meeting of the RPO Committee at 2:00 p.m. on
Wednesday September 25, 2013 at the Baldwin County Central Annex at 22251 Palmer Street in Robertsdale,
Alabama.
Items on the agenda include electing a Chairman and Vice-Chairman, adoption of the minutes of the previous meeting,
amending the Bylaws, adopting the Fiscal Year 2014 Work Program, and updating the RPO Transportation Plan and Safety
Needs List of Projects.
A packet including the agenda for the meeting, the minutes to be adopted, the draft Bylaws, and the draft Work Program for
Fiscal Year 2014 was mailed to all RPO members last week for review prior to the meeting. All information from the packet
is available on our website at http://www.mobilempo.org/RPOPublications.html
If you want to add items on the agenda or if you have any questions or comments regarding the above, feel free to call us at
(251) 433 – 6541.
If you are an RPO member and are unable to attend the meeting you may send a proxy in your place.

Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison
www.mobilempo.org
706-1CAR

Mobile MPO Updates
Recently Completed Planning
Studies
Origin Destination Study Using
Cell Phones
Mobile County
Comprehensive Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan
Intelligent Transportation System
Diversion Route Planning Study

Click Here to see when and
where federal and state projects
will be happening
in your area.

Staff has released the Request For Proposals for the Transit Development Plan (TDP) for Mobile. The deadline for proposals is
September 25 th . We hope to get the study up in running this October.

GOOGLE IT
Mobile MPO staff is now up and running with our Google Earth application. All surface transportation projects are
listed, by funding categories of the Mobile Transportation Improvement Program, and are now available on Google
Earth; please check it out. This will be a great tool for the public to be informed as to where the federal dollars are
being spent in Mobile… [HERE]

Contact Us
http://www.mobilempo.org
transportation@sarpc.org
Kevin Harrison, PTP
Director of Transportation
kharrison@sarpc.org
Tom Piper
Senior Transportation Planner
tpiper@sarpc.org
Monica Williamson
Transportation Planner
mwilliamson@sarpc.org
Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner

Projects Within Region Let September 27 th , 2013
BALDWIN COUNTY
· Constructing the Storm Drainage Repairs on Church Street from Fels Avenue to Morphy Avenue in Fairhope.
Length 0.057 mi..
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
· Constructing the Widening, Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on CR-12 (Woods Road & Robinsonville Road) from
the intersection of CR-1 to the intersection of CR-27 (Pouncey Road) in Robinsonville. Length .450 mi.
· Constructing the Widening, Resurfacing, Guardrail Replacement, and Striping on CR-6 (Wolflog Road) from the
intersection of SR-113 to the intersection of SR-3 (US-31) Northeast of Flomaton. Length 5.808 mi.
MOBILE COUNTY
· Constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Replacement, and Striping on CR-96 (Coy Smith Highway)
from School Street in Citronelle to SR-13 (US-43) in Mount Vernon. Length 14.091 mi

ajohnson@sarpc.org
South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

Legislative Updates
Congress is in session.
FTA Seeking Public Comment on New CEs (FHWA/FTA proposed rulemaking):
On September 19, 2013, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
published a joint notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) pursuant to MAP-21, Section 1318. In this rule, FTA is proposing
three new categorical exclusions (CE) under 23 CFR 771.118(c) and two new examples under 23 CFR 771.118(d) based on
survey responses received as part of the CE Survey Review required under MAP-21. To view the proposed rule and FTA’s
supporting materials (“Categorical Exclusion Substantiation” file), and to provide comments, please visit www.regulations.gov
and search for docket #FHWA-2013-0049. The comment period closes on November 18, 2013. FTA encourages grant
applicants to review the NPRM and provide comments on the proposals contained in the notice. Click HERE to see the FTA
Bulletin.
U.S. DOT Seeks Comments on Proposed Rule Regarding Delegation of NEPA Responsibilities to States:
A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking -- issued jointly by the FHWA, the FHWA, and the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA) -- was filed in the Federal Register, asking stakeholders to weigh in on proposed regulations that would allow those
agencies to delegate their National Environmental Policy Act responsibilities to states. The proposed rule was prompted by
the current surface transportation bill, MAP-21, which converted the Surface Transportation Project Delivery Pilot Program
into a permanent program. MAP-21 also broadened the NEPA delegation program to allow delegation of U.S. DOT
responsibilities for highway, public transportation, rail, and multimodal projects. The proposed rule would require states to
obtain delegation authority from FHWA before (or alongside) obtaining delegation authority from FTA or FRA. The
proposed rule also says that a state must take all pieces of the NEPA action if it takes any. State transportation departments
would be the only ones delegated the responsibilities by FHWA and FRA, though FTA responsibilities could be delegated to
any state agency. Excluded from delegation, however, would be projects that cross state or international borders, or those
designated as "high risk." All comments must be received by Oct. 29. U.S. DOT's proposed rule is available HERE.
Comments may be registered HERE.

Funding Opportunities
Economic Development Administration
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html
EDA provides strategic investments that foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in
economically distressed areas of the United States. Under this FFO, EDA solicits applications from both rural and
urban areas to provide investments that support construction, non-construction, technical assistance, and revolving
loan fund projects under EDA’s Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance programs. Grants made under
these programs are designed to leverage existing regional assets to support the implementation of economic
development strategies that advance new ideas and creative approaches to advance economic prosperity in
distressed communities.
Link to Additional Information: EDA's website
Please direct any questions to the EDA representative for your state. A complete list of EDA representatives is
available on EDA's website at http://eda.gov/contacts.htm.

Just For Fun
Check this out! Its time lapse photography using Google Street View photographs. It’s called hyper-lapse photography,
which is a technique combining time-lapse and sweeping camera movements typically focused on a point-of-interest.
Creating them requires precision and many hours stitching together photos taken from carefully mapped locations. The
aim here was to make the process simpler by using Google Street View as the source material. You can create your own
with the demo version.
The site settings are purposely low (a maximum of 60 frames per animation) for greater accessibility. However, all the
source code is available on Github (including examples and documentation) so developers can play with higher frame
rates, better image quality, and more complicated camera movements.

In the News
Coastal Cleanup Sept. 21
Show your support and concern for Alabama’s waterways by participating in the 26th Annual Alabama Coastal Cleanup
scheduled for Saturday, September 21, 2013 from 8 a.m. until noon. You or your organization can make a difference by
volunteering to clean up our cherished coastal area. In its 26-year effort to clean up the coast, more than 68,583
volunteers have removed 1,420,466 pounds of trash from 4,582 miles of shoreline. Join us this year as we continue to
make Alabama the Beautiful! There are 26 cleanup locations around Mobile and Baldwin counties. Find a one near you
at www.alcoastalcleanup.com.
Come help Gulf State Park cleanup!
When: Saturday, September 21, 2013, 8 a.m. – 12 noon.
Where: Gulf State Park Pavilion

State of Alabama Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)Awards
Congratulations to all of our member governments that received TAP awards in this first year of funding!
All in all, there were 12 TAP projects funded in the SARPC region for a grand total of $3,469,346.80 in Federal
dollars. The projects in our area include:

Project Sponsor                                             Description                                         Fed. Award
City of Spanish Fort
Blakeley Way Sidewalk
$320,000.00
City of Gulf Shores
AL 59 Sidewalk Project
$400,000.00
Baldwin County Commission Eastern Shore Trail Completion
$308,324.00
City of Chickasaw
Thompson Blvd. Sidewalk
$251,687.14
Mobile County Commission Extension of Sidewalks along US 98
$268,503.00
City of Mobile
Area 2 CBD West, upgrade Sidewalks
$399,980.00
And Ramps to ADA Compliance
City of Saraland
Access Management Plan and
$366,580.00
Bicycle Path along US 43
City of Daphne
Gator Alley – Turnout/Overlook/
$320,075.46
Drainage/Scenic Improvements
City of Foley
Bicycle Facilities along the Foley
$334,920.00
Beach Express & County Rd. 12
$166,934.00
City of Brewton
Tiger Drive Sidewalk Project
Town of Magnolia Springs County Road 49 Sidewalks
$194,520.80
Town of Flomaton
Sidewalks along US 29, Palafax St.,
$137,822.40
Church St., Houston St., & Popular St.

FHWA NHTS Add-on Program Webinar: Since 1969, the FHWA National Household Travel Survey (NHTS) has
been collecting information about who, what, when, where, why and how US household members across the nation
travels to work, school, shop, medical services, recreation purposes and more. Currently, plans are on the way to conduct
the 2015 NHTS. We invite you to join us in a webinar to learn more about the Add-on program. Feel free to contact
Adella Santos at Adella.Santos@dot.gov or Brad Gudzinas at Brad.Gudzinas@dot.gov or 202 366 5021 if you need
additional information. To participate in any of the following webinars, please click HERE. (Requests for special
accommodations must be made at least three days in advance.) Audio Portion Please Dial: 877-848-7030, Passcode:
6217068. The webinar dates are set for:
September 25th at 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm ET
October 2nd at 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm ET

Transportation Research
U.S. Census Bureau Releases 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) 1-Year Statistics
The US Census has just announced the release of the 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) 1-Year statistics, the
most relied-on source for up-to-date social, economic, and housing information every year. The survey is the only source
of local statistics for most of the 40 topics it covers, such as educational attainment, occupation, language spoken at
home, nativity, ancestry and selected monthly homeowner costs. The statistics are available for the nation, all 50 states,
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, every congressional district, every metropolitan area, and all counties and places
with populations of 65,000 or more.
To find statistics for your area, please visit the Census Bureau's American FactFinder
Rural Mobility Planning for Everyone
Posted on: August 20th, 2013 by Agnieta Sharpe
On April 25, 2013, the National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) Research Foundation held the
Rural Planning Organizations (RPO) America Peer Symposium in Greenville, SC. This event was sponsored by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and was held in conjunction with the National Rural Transportation Peer
Learning Conference, an annual meeting organized by the NADO Research Foundation and Development District
Association of Appalachia. The Symposium brought together transportation professionals from across the nation and
addressed how rural and small metro regions and their partners have improved the planning and implementation
process of vital transportation projects by strengthening communications and collaboration across state, regional, and
local agencies.
One noteworthy presentation was by Patricia Steed, Executive Director, of the Central Florida Regional Planning

Council (CFRPC). The talk described the Heartland Rural Mobility Plan (HRMP), a program responsible for the
coordination of transportation improvements amongst stakeholders and service providers as well as connecting
disadvantaged residents of the Heartland Region to transportation services.
http://www.nado.org/rural-mobility-planning-for-everyone/

