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Transportation Friday
An electronic newsletter concerning regional transportation issues

Volume 19, Number 13

Friday, September 23rd 2016
In This Issue
· MOBILE MPO UPDATES
· South AL RPO Updates

The Foley Pedestrian Bridge opens today (see In The News). On September 27 th , the Mobile MPO staff is having an Open Discussion
with the FHWA about the Mobile Urban Area Tap Funds and there will be a Public Meeting concerning Alabama's 2040 Statewide
Transportation Plan (please see Mobile MPO Updates). New Funding Announced for FTA JARC and New Freedom (That’s SAFETEA-LU);
See Funding Opportunities. There was a South Alabama RPO meeting this week (See South Alabama RPO Updates). Still skeptical
about driverless cars? There was a lot of movement on the driverless cars in this week’s Legislative Updates. It’s a new season, so
don’t FALL for it in this week’s Just For Fun.

· PROJECTS LET September 30 th
, 2016

Have a great weekend! And check out ALGO Traffic before you travel!

·

Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison, PTP
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Updated Project Status this week
Project : 100064691 ( PE )
Project Description : REPLACE BRIDGE, BIN 008714, SR-16 (US-90) WESTBOUND OVER TENSAW-SPANISH RIVER.
Target start date : 11/1/2016
Engineers Estimate : $707,000.00
Project : 100066198 ( SP )

Project Description : URGENT MITIGATION OF MAJOR SURGE AND WAVE FORCE DAMAGE IN THE I-10 MOBILE BAY-WAY BRIDGES
USING AN ENERGY-DISSIPATIVE ELASTOMETRIC HYBRID MATRIX COMPOSITE (HMC)
Target start date : 10/1/2016
Engineers Estimate : $278,221.00
Project : 100065845 ( FM )
Project Description : RESURFACING ON SR-13 (US-43) FROM PLATEAU AVENUE TO COLD CREEK BRIDGE
Target start date : 4/28/2017
Engineers Estimate : $3,774,026.00
Project : 100065846 ( FM )
Project Description : RESURFACING OF SR-193 FROM JUST NORTH OF I-10 TO JUST SOUTH OF SR-16 (US-90)
Target start date : 5/26/2017
Engineers Estimate : $756,422.00
Project : 100065841 ( FM )
Project Description : RESURFACING ON SR-213 FROM SR-17 (US-45) TO SR-158
Target start date : 1/27/2017
Engineers Estimate : $1,049,857.00

The Mobile MPO met Wednesday Sept 14th
The TCC/CAC met August 31 st and recommended several agenda items to the MPO Policy Board which met this week. One of the
items on the agenda was the Self Certification resolution. You may recall this was on the agenda in July of 2015. However, because of
the ADA Transition Plans not being completed, we could not in good faith self-certify ourselves. One year and a few months later, we
do have nine adopted ADA Transition Plans for Public ROW. The TCC/CAC recommended approval of the Self Certification and was
adopted by the Mobile MPO at Wednesday’s meeting. A couple other items were the adoption of the FY 2017 Unified Planning Work
Program and an amendment to the TIP for FTA 5310 funds. There was a lengthy discussion on the Urban TAP Funds at the TCC/CAC
meeting on August 31st , and as a result, we will be having a meeting concerning TAP funds coming up on September 27 th , 2016; see
below.

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM (TAP) FUNDING
TAP Funding Open Discussion
On September 27 th , 2016 at 10:30 AM there will be an open discussion with the FHWA concerning the Mobile Urban Area
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding. If you are in the Mobile Urbanized Area, and are eligible for TAP Grants, please
plan on attending. This is concerning the Federal Certification recommendation to have a multi-year schedule of TAP Projects. This is
a good idea and has merit, but how do we get there, can we get there, does the TCC/CAC want to get there in terms of local
governments being able to budget the match and PE? Let’s talk about it with the FHWA.

ADA TRANSITION PLANS
As part of ALDOT Certification Review, FHWA noted a deficiency of ADA Transition Plans for Public ROW among Urban Areas. Since
that time, all Urban Areas in the State have, or should have, completed ADA Transition Plans for Public ROW for all local governments
over 50 employees. There are fewer requirements for those local governments that have less than 50 employees. Some of our rural
local governments have recently adopted ADA Plans as well. These plans are a requirement of the ADA Act of 1990, and all local
governments were supposed to have had an ADA Transition Plan starting in 1993. Here is a primer for an ADA Transition Plan. A lot
can happen in 25 years, change of staff, change of administration, and some local governments may have had a Plan, and it just needs
to be updated.
For all ADA Transition Plans for Public ROW for the local Governments of the Mobile Urbanized area, please see HERE. If you have any
questions, please call Kevin Harrison.

MPO Safety Performance Measures Fact Sheet
FHWA recently announced the availability of four new resources online to help states and other stakeholders implement the Safety
Performance Management Measures Final Rule. The resources include a safety performance targets timeline and a list of data
resources and training support. In addition, the MPO Safety Performance Measures Fact Sheet summaries the requirements for MPOs
and compares the different responsibilities with state DOTs.

FTA 5310 FUNDING
The Mobile MPO is the Designated Recipient of the FTA 5310 Urban Area funding. Available this fiscal year was $110,042 (federal) for
operating and $387,964 (federal) for capital. The Independent Living Center, City of Satsuma, and the Mobile ARC were awarded
operating funds for FY 2017. Mobile ARC, The Learning Tree, Independent Living Center, and Alta Pointe were awarded capital grants
totaling $377,164 federal dollars for 2017. Congratulations to the grantees.

South Alabama RPO Updates
The Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Committee met this past Wednesday at the Baldwin County Central Annex in Robertsdale,
Alabama.
Items on the agenda included a review and adoption of the Work Program for Fiscal Year 2017, which is the program budget for the
transportation planning staff for the rural areas of the SARPC region; an update of the RPO’s Transportation Plan and List of Safety
Needs; a discussion of ADA Transition Plans for public rights of way, and a presentation of ALDOT’s current and future transportation
projects in Mobile, Baldwin and Escambia Counties. The presentation included bridge projects, capacity projects, interstate

maintenance projects, and resurfacing projects. Some of the projects discussed included a bridge replacement over Conecuh River in
Escambia County, Widening US 31 in Spanish Fort, a divergent diamond interchange at Interstate 10 and State Route 181, Widening
SR 181 from SR 104 to CR 64 and from SR 104 to CR 32, Widening SR 180 in south Baldwin County, Interchange improvements at
Interstate 65 and Celeste Road, and Interstate 65 at US 43, completing the new US 98 from Schillinger west to the state line, and
resurfacing several shielded routes throughout the three counties. Further information is available on our website.

Projects Within Region Let September 30th, 2016
Mobile County
· For constructing the I-10 Eastbound Water Street On-Ramp Closure and Roadway Improvements (Minor Widening) at the Canal
Street, Claiborne Street, and Texas Street Interchanges in Mobile. Length 1.242 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is
from $1,121,759 to $1,371,039.
· For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, and Traffic Stripe on SR-16 (US-90) from west of the intersection of Pine Hill Drive
(MP 25.250) to the intersection of SR-163 (MP 25.869) in Mobile. Length 0.619 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from
$319,672 to $390,710 .

Baldwin County
·

For constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Traffic Stripe, and Culvert Replacement on SR-225 from the junction of CR-138
(Hurricane Road) to the junction of SR-59 in Stockton. Length 11.546 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from
$2,027,543 to $2,478,108 .

· For constructing the Adaptive Signal Installations along SR-42 (US-98) at various locations as indicated in the plans. The Bracket
Estimate on this project is from $2,269,431 to $2,773,749

· For constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on Scenic Route 98 from the junction of CR-1 to the junction of Nelson
Drive in Fairhope. Length 6.581 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $861,388 to $1,052,808 .

Escambia County
· For constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on SR-21 from the Florida State Line to the pavement joint at MP 0.968 in
Atmore. Length 0.968 mi. The Bracket Estimate on this project is from $349,579 to $427,263 .
What’s Under Construction?
Project Status

Legislative Updates
Lawmakers press concerns over fuel efficiency rules
By Allie Bice - 09/22/16 06:00 PM EDT

Lawmakers on Thursday pressed Obama administration officials on fuel economy and gas emissions standards for cars, raising
concerns they could hike prices for consumers and impact safety. Rep. Michael Burgess (R-Texas), voiced “serious concerns about the
real-world impact,” of the standards set by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), that outline regulations for
vehiclemakers during a House Energy and Commerce Committee hearing. “As strongly as I feel about energy efficiency, I feel equally
as strongly that government should not be in the business of telling consumers what they can use and cannot purchase,” Burgess
said. “The issue of a product’s efficiency, whether it be a light bulb or a motor vehicle, should be between the manufacturer,
company that manufactures, and the consumer.”
The standards are intended to encourage energy efficient vehicles like hybrid or electric cars, but critics have questioned whether
those vehicles are too expensive for many consumers and as safe as traditional vehicles. “We ignore the consumer in our own peril,”
Burgess told administration officials at the hearing. Rep. David McKinley (R-W.Va.) questioned whether “rural America” will be able to
afford the vehicles subject to the regulations. “How do we justify increasing that cost to people in low income states, like West
Virginia, or Arkansas, or Mississippi? Because we have to buy those cars too," he asked.
“It’s one thing if you want to promote the car in Connecticut or Maryland where there’s $70,000 median family incomes, but in rural
America, in poorer states with $38,000, $39,000, or $40,000 — that’s a big discrepancy,” McKinley said. “But yet we’re trying to buy
the same car.” Officials estimate the cost of a vehicle in 2025 will increase by between $894 and $1,017 compared to a vehicle in
2021, and the cost would increase by $356 when factoring in electric vehicles.
But officials at the hearing assured lawmakers their regulations will insure “a wide array of cleaner, more fuel-efficient vehicles” while
acknowledging their concerns. Janet McCabe, the Environmental Protection Agency's top air pollution regulator, said the standards
are designed to ensure automakers and administrators aren’t “compromising safety for environmental and fuel economy benefit.”
“This program does not require cars to be made lighter,” McCabe said. “It allows the automakers to provide a range of cars, so that
they can fully take into account all of those considerations.” John Bozzella, President and CEO of the Association of Global
Automakers, Inc., said the rules need to encourage innovation. “We need to expand our options and choices,” Bozzella said. “We’re
lagging woefully in building the infrastructures to support electric vehicles.”
Democratic Rep. Janice Schakowsky, (Ill.) also expressed concerns about costs to consumers, but noted that “vehicle costs are rising
due to many changes in vehicles, not just fuel economy, enhanced performance, greater safety features, greater comfort and other
amenities." She also noted that customers get a "direct pay back" thanks to fuel economy savings.

Rep. Pete Olson (R-Texas) said he worried the rules were also straining dealers. Olson told officials of a car dealer in Texas being
forced to stock electric vehicles on his lots. “He’s exploding the sales of pickup trucks and SUVs, but these sales are curtailed because
he doesn’t have the space on his lot, because of these electric vehicles,” Olson said.

Lyft CEO: Majority of our rides will be in self-driving cars in five years
By David McCabe - 09/19/16 10:05 AM EDT

Lyft’s CEO says that within five years, the majority of the company’s rides will be delivered through a network of self-driving vehicles.
“Last January, Lyft announced a partnership with General Motors to launch an on-demand network of autonomous vehicles,” said
John Zimmer in a Medium post on Sunday.

“If you live in San Francisco or Phoenix, you may have seen these cars on the road, and within five years a fully autonomous fleet of
cars will provide the majority of Lyft rides across the country.”
Zimmer also predicted that mass ownership of cars in large cities would “all-but end” within nine years and cast the company as
central to that transformation.
He said that he expects autonomous cars to roll out over time, as the technology behind the vehicles becomes more capable. He said
that early models on the road will be limited by weather and speed restrictions but that the vehicles will become more prevalent over
the years.
The regulatory environment around self-driving cars, which is seen as potentially limiting the deployment of the vehicles, went
unmentioned. Lyft is part of a coalition of companies working on self-driving cars that has pushed for the federal government to help
avoid a patchwork of state laws on the issue.
Zimmer did, however, push back against the idea that self-driving cars will have an immediate effect on the employment of drivers
who have made ride-hailing a growing business.
“When autonomous cars can only solve a portion of those trips, more Lyft drivers will be needed to provide service to the growing
market of former car owners,” he said.
The chief executive’s comments come after Uber, Lyft’s chief rival and the dominant player in the ride-hailing market, began testing its
own self-driving vehicles in Pittsburgh, Pa., to significant media attention. Some riders in the city will now be randomly matched with a
self-driving car — which will have a driver behind the wheel in case the car cannot handle a section of the trip.

Feds set to unveil self-driving car guidelines
By Melanie Zanona - 09/19/16 08:00 PM EDT

The Department of Transportation (DOT) will unveil highly anticipated guidelines on Tuesday that establish a national framework for
the operation and deployment of self-driving vehicles.
The policy plan outlined by the administration on Monday evening does not include stringent requirements, but instead offers a more
flexible approach for automakers and tech companies pursuing the emerging technology, according to a fact sheet released in advance
by the White House.
Officials said they were striving to strike the right balance between innovation and safety in crafting the framework for driverless cars,
which they praised for their ability to save lives, improve mobility and reduce traffic and fuel use.
In an op-ed published Monday night in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, President Barack Obama wrote about the new guidelines.
“In the seven-and-a-half years of my presidency, self-driving cars have gone from sci-fi fantasy to an emerging reality with the
potential to transform the way we live,” he wrote.
“Safer, more accessible driving. Less congested, less polluted roads. That’s what harnessing technology for good can look like. But we
have to get it right. Americans deserve to know they’ll be safe today even as we develop and deploy the technologies of tomorrow.”
Obama acknowledged that, “Regulation can go too far. Government sometimes gets it wrong when it comes to rapidly changing
technologies.” He said that’s why the new policy “is flexible and designed to evolve with new advances.”
“This is a change of culture for us,” DOT Secretary Anthony Foxx said on a press call with reporters. “It’s really creating… a more openended approach than we typically would.”
The guidance will include a 15-point “safety assessment” that outlines the federal expectations for the design, testing and deployment
of autonomous vehicles and asks manufacturers and developers to document how they are meeting each topic area.
Foxx said that unlike the traditional rigid standards for automobiles, regulators will determine whether driverless vehicles are meeting
their safety and design expectations on a more case-by-case basis in an effort to give companies more room for innovation. Continue
HERE.

Driverless cars face regulatory roadblock
By Melanie Zanona - 09/17/16 09:27 AM EDT

Automakers and tech companies are charging ahead with driverless cars, but some fear that they could hit a major roadblock: a
patchwork of local regulations. Michigan just backed legislation that would allow self-driving car tests without humans, while Chicago
is proposing to ban autonomous vehicles entirely and New York still requires one hand on the wheel at all times.

The conflicting rules paint a murky picture of the future regulatory landscape, which could hamper innovation, deployment and public
trust in driverless cars. “If we are going to put laws in place that hinder the progress, than it’s likely that countries like China will grab
the lead,” Rep. Dan Lipinski (D-Ill.), co-chair of the Congressional Unmanned Systems Caucus, said in a telephone interview.
“But this [debate] is going to continue. I’m sure when the first cars were being produced, moving from the horse-drawn carriage,
there were debates about what the local laws should be.” The Department of Transportation (DOT) was supposed to unveil guidance
for states this summer and provide a better sense of the federal framework for autonomous vehicles. Secretary Anthony Foxx has said
he hopes to shed light on which aspects of regulation should be uniform across the country and which could be done on a state-bystate basis. Currently, there are no overarching federal laws specifically governing self-driving vehicles. But the guidance, which is
expected to drop soon, will not be taking the form of a formal mandate.
“It would be helpful to have some recommendations,” Lipinski said. “It could give local lawmakers a little more confidence about what
is safe right now.” In the absence of federal guidance, dozens of states and localities are pressing ahead with their own laws
governing the operation and deployment of self-driving cars. One of the most restrictive proposals so far came this week from the
Chicago City Council, where an alderman is proposing an ordinance that would prohibit any autonomous vehicles from operating on
the city’s roads. Continue HERE

Funding Opportunities
STATEWIDE COMPETITIVE NON-URBAN GRANT (deadline October 5 th, 2016)
Job Access & Reverse Commute Program (Section 5316 • JARC) and the
New Freedom Program (Section 5317 - NF)
Fiscal Year 2017
Dissemination Date: September 6, 2016
Date to Submit Applications to Regional Planning Councils: October 5, 2016
Date for Regional Planning Councils to Submit their Applications to ALDOT: October 5, 2016
Date for Regional Planning Councils to Submit Endorsed Applications to ALDOT: October 12, 2016
ALDOT has announced the grant application for federal assistance provided through the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for the
Section 5316 Job Access and Reverse Commute and Section 5317 New Freedom Programs. The "Vehicle Inventory Form" is provided in
the application in Word, but is upon request also available electronically in Excel. The applications are available through ALDOT or
SARPC can email you one. Please let us know.
All projects funded through Sections 5316 and 5317 must be derived from a locally developed, coordinated public transit-human
services transportation planning process. ALDOT has designated the 12 Regional Planning Councils to coordinate transportation
services in their regions.
Please read the application in its entirety before starting to complete it. Immediate attention must be given to the public hearing
requirements, authorizing resolution, and the required Regional Planning Council endorsement.
Completed grant applications must be submitted on or before 5:00 p.m. on October 5, 2016, to the appropriate Regional Planning
Council in the geographic area of the state where Section 5316 and/or Section 5317 transportation services are proposed. Regional
Planning Councils preparing applications will submit their applications to ALDOT on or before 5:00 p.m. on October 5, 2016.
Technical assistance is available on an as needed basis. If you have any questions or need technical assistance with the application
development process, please contact Wiley Brooks, at (334) 353-6417 or email him at brookswi@dot.state.al.us.

ALDOT TAP FUNDING (deadline December 16 th, 2016)
The Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT) is soliciting applications for the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) for FY
2017.
The TAP application and instructions are located on the ALDOT website at:
http://www.dot.state.al.us/moweb/specialprograms_section.htm
The TAP application is available on this page and on page two (2) of the instructional information is a listing of eligible improvement
projects for TAP funding. The deadline for submission of FY 2017 TAP applications including support documentation is Friday,
December 16, 2016 at 5:00 p.m.
Some
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
1.
7.
8.

major application requirements of the TAP are:
Only cities, towns and county commissions can apply for funding;
Due to limited funding, there is a $400 ,000 cap on the amount of federal funds that a sponsor can apply for;
Only one application can be submitted by an eligible sponsor due to limited funding;
The funding ratio for TAP projects is 80% federal funds and 20% sponsor funds. The sponsor is responsible for the cost of
required preliminary engineering;
Public involvement is optional;
Fifty (50) percent of the TAP funds are sub-allocated to the MPO's by population
and fifty (50) percent is distributed to any area of the state by ALDOT ;
All TAP projects are selected by a competitive application process administered by ALDOT ;
Independent landscaping projects are not eligible;

9. Transportation museums are not eligible;
10. For cities/towns located within the six (6) largest MPO's (Birmingham, Huntsville, Montgomery , Mobile, Columbus, GA, and
Pensacola, FL), the TAP funds that are being administered by ALDOT are completely separate from the TAP funds that are
dedicated to the aforementioned MPO's.
Please contact Bob Kratzer at (334) 353-6442 if you have questions regarding this matter.

FHWA Offers New Funding for Innovative Demonstration Projects
New funding is available from the Federal Highway Administration’s Accelerated Innovation Deployment Demonstration program to
encourage the transportation community to adopt proven innovations. Funding or the AID Demonstration program, launched in 2014
as part of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act, was continued by the 2015 Fixing America’s Surface Transportation
Act. Since AID Demonstration was introduced, FHWA has provided more than $43 million for 61 awards.
Under the program, funding of up to $1 million may be awarded for projects that use proven innovations in any project phase,
including planning, financing, operation, structures, materials, pavements, environment and construction. Applications are accepted on
a rolling basis through Grants.gov, the federal government’s website for information on funding opportunities. For more information
on the AID Demonstration program, contact Ewa Flom of the FHWA Center for Accelerating Innovation

UDSOT Announces $7 Million in Funding for Innovative Research to Improve Public
Transportation (Deadline October 14, 2016)
The FTA and USDOT announced the $7 million Safety Research and Demonstration (SRD) program this week. The SRD program
provides assistance for transit agencies to pursue cutting edge technology and innovative approaches to safety. This year the program
aims to help transit agencies prevent collisions, enhance safety design elements, and evaluate potential solutions. Applications are due
October 14. HERE

The Big Jump Project
The Big Jump Project applications Due: October 28, 2016
Building on the momentum of the Green Lane Project, The Big Jump will put bikes at the center of connecting people to the places
where they live, learn, work and play. Through a mix of on-the-ground infrastructure, smart outreach and community engagement,
The Big Jump will partner with community leaders in the U.S. to identify opportunities for improvements specifically tailored to each
community’s needs. The Big Jump Project is a three-year effort to help 10 places achieve a big jump in biking – a doubling or tripling
of people riding – by building a network of safe and comfortable places to ride and engaging the community. The goal is also to
validate a core concept: that if a city does all the right things, more people will ride and the community will be a better place to live,
work and play. The Big Jump team is looking for 10 places that will achieve great things for biking between now and 2020.

Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance Programs
Deadline: Rolling
Grants made under these programs will leverage regional assets to support the implementation of regional economic development
strategies designed to create jobs, leverage private capital, encourage economic development, and strengthen America’s ability to
compete in the global marketplace. Through the Federal Funding Opportunity (FFO), the Economic Development Administration (EDA)
solicits applications from rural and urban communities to develop initiatives that advance new ideas and creative approaches to
address rapidly evolving economic conditions. EDA is employing a new two-phase review process for proposals/applications submitted
under this FFO. Proposals will be reviewed by EDA within 30 days of receipt; and following the proposal review, full applications will
be reviewed within 60 days of receipt.

Industrial Access Road and Bridge
Industrial access funds are intended to provide adequate public access to new or expanding distribution, manufacturing and industrial
firms. The industry must be committed to new investment and the creation of new jobs. The new access must be on public right of
way for public use (state, city or county) and the project sponsor (city or county) must maintain the completed facility unless the
facility consists of turn lanes, crossovers, etc., that are located on state highways. Industrial access funds are limited to construction,
construction engineering and inspection costs. The project sponsor is responsible for all preliminary engineering, right-of-way
acquisition and utility relocation costs.
Prior to the date the qualifying (new or expanding) project is “placed in service,” the sponsoring entity or its local development agency
must notify the Alabama Department of Commerce of its intent to claim the incentives under Section 41-9-202.1, Code of Alabama
1975. Effective October 9, 2008, the Industrial Access Road and Bridge Corporation application submittal should include the
notification acknowledgment letter from the Secretary of Commerce. For more info, see HERE

Just For Fun
It is football season, which means Fall is officially here. Coincidentally, it is also National Fall Prevention Week. So how do you prevent

Fall? An Endless Summer? No, there is actually a program now provided by SARPC for seniors on how to prevent falling. Falling can be
prevented and some senior citizens have a hard time recovering from falls. It is nothing to poke fun at, so sorry if my joke fell short;
call Marcella Nettles at 433-6541 if you know of a senior that might be interested in the program.
You know what falls in autumn? Leaves, and no, leaves don’t go from place to place in an autumnmobile. We do not see much color
change here in South Alabama like in North Alabama, but Fall is also “Sunday Drive to Look at Leaves Change Awareness Season”.
What better road trip than to go check out all of Alabama’s Covered Bridges; like a covered Bridge Trail. It exists, and Just For Fun, we
are going to show you, so you can Fall in love with them and be like Humpty Dumpty, and Have a Great Fall….

  

   

In the News
Foley Pedestrian Bridge to open Sept. 23
posted Monday, September 19, 2016 2:18 pm
SUBMITTED BY LaDonna Hinesley

Foley will celebrate the opening of the city’s pedestrian bridge on Friday, Sept. 23 at 10 a.m. The city invites everyone to attend and
participate in the first walkover as Foley’s new bridge is opened. The brief ceremony will begin in the John B. Foley Park on Highway
59 near the fountain.
The bridge allows safe crossing for pedestrians over the busy highway, and now serves as a distinctive landmark for travelers on
Highway 59. The bridge is located just north of Foley’s main intersection of Highway 59 and Highway 98. Stairs and elevators situated
in towers located on each side of the highway allow access to the 110-foot span. The bridge was designed by Sted McCollough of
McCollough Architecture.
The pedestrian bridge, along with new sidewalks and multiuse paths, are the latest of several recent improvements in downtown
Foley. Other improvements include a clock tower and plaza built in 2015 to commemorate the city’s 100th birthday, a dog park
dedicated in March of 2016 and streetscape improvements throughout the downtown area that have been added over the past few
years.
The idea to build a bridge that would connect the downtown area and create a more pedestrian friendly, walkable community was
identified in Foley’s 2008 Comprehensive Plan. This plan was developed with citizen input. It took the city a number of years to obtain
a grant to make building the bridge possible. The bridge was funded by a federal TIGER (Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery) Grant, which the city received in 2013. Foley was awarded $4.7 million, which required a 25 percent match,

bringing the project total to $6.3 million. The project also includes almost 30 miles of new sidewalks and walking paths.
With an estimated population of 17,096, Foley has experienced an 11 percent increase in population growth since 2011, making it one
of the fastest growing cities in Baldwin County.
In 2015, the research and rankings website Niche.com named Foley as one the top 20 “Best Towns in Alabama.”

State's long-range transportation plan subject of meeting
By Russ Corey Staff Writer
HUNTSVILLE — A series of meetings beginning later this month will give members of the public an opportunity to learn more about
the state's transportation system and provide input for Alabama's 2040 Statewide Transportation Plan.
The closest meeting to the Shoals is in Huntsville on Sept. 20, from 5-6:30 p.m., at the Top of Alabama Regional Council of
Governments, 5075 Research Drive N.W. A presentation by the Alabama Department of Transportation will take place at 5:30 p.m.
Other public meetings will be held in Tuscaloosa on Sept. 21, Hoover on Sept. 22, Mobile

on Sept. 27 and Montgomery on

Sept. 28.
The long-range plan summarizes the current conditions of the state's transportation system and its needs and priorities for the next 25
years. It addresses all modes of transportation for passengers and freight, roads and bridges, transit, bicycle/pedestrian, rail, air travel
and waterways.
For more information, contact Jim Doolin at 334-242-6097.

Rail safety tour makes stop in Bay Minette
By John Underwood / john@gulfcoastmedia.com

BAY MINETTE, Alabama — For more than 40 years, Operation Lifesaver has made its mission to increase safety awareness to reduce
the number of incidents and deaths on railroad tracks and at railroad crossings. In 1972, when the nationwide campaign began, there
were 12,000 collisions involving motor vehicles and trains. In 2015, there were just more than 2,000. When Alabama began its
Operation Lifesaver program in 1976, there were nearly 3,000 highway-rail grade crossing incidents in the state. Between 2006 and
2015, there were less than 900. Preliminary Federal Railroad Administration statistics show Alabama had 90 collisions resulting in five
fatalities and 34 injuries in 2015.
“That might seem like a small number compared to what it was when we started, but we are still ranked sixth in the nation,” said
Nancy Hudson, executive director for Alabama Operation Lifesaver. “There are many things that Alabama wants to be ranked high on.
This is not one of them.”
To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the creation of Alabama Operation Lifesaver and in its ongoing effort to increase railroad crossing
safety, Hudson has been traveling the state in 2016, visiting 40 cities on its Partnership for Rail Safety Tour. “We want to take every
opportunity, in every community, to end these very preventable incidents and save lives,” Hudson said.
On Sept. 13, Hudson made her 21st stop on the tour at the Bay Minette City Hall. Additional stops were made locally in Mobile,
Satsuma, Brewton and Monroeville. While much of the train rails in Baldwin County have long been paved over, trains and railroad
crossings are still a common sight in Bay Minette, which has six railroad crossings within the city limits.
“The railroad has always been an important part of this city and certainly safety needs to be emphasized for our employees and the
community at large,” said Bay Minette Mayor Bob Wills.
Hudson gave a brief presentation to the city’s department heads, including Police Chief Clarence Crook and Fire Chief Mike Minchew
and said she and her staff would be available for a more detailed presentation at the city’s convenience. Wills said he would welcome
the opportunity and wanted it to be a joint effort between the city and North Baldwin Utilities, whose employees actually have to
cross the railroad tracks to get to city hall. Hudson said she would also be available to give presentations at local schools and civic
organizations. Hudson was joined on the tour by Stephen M. Curlee, manager of Community Affairs and Safety, State Government &
Community Affairs with CSX Corporation. According to its website, csx.com, CSX is one of the nation’s leading transportation suppliers.
The CSX Transportation network encompasses about 21,000 route miles of track in 23 states, the District of Columbia and the
Canadian provinces of Ontario and Quebec.
“We are so proud of the work Nancy is doing and will do whatever we can to promote Operation Lifesaver’s message,” Curlee said.
Hudson also stressed the importance of pedestrian safety when it comes to railroad tracks. Nationwide there were more than 500
fatalities involving pedestrians on railroad tracks, 11 in Alabama in 2015, according to statistics presented by Hudson.
“It may seem like harmless fun, but the bottom line is that railroad tracks are private property and walking along railroad tracks is
trespassing,” she said. “It is against the law, not primarily to protect the property owner’s rights, but as a matter of public safety and
we want to do everything in our power to promote public safety.”
If you would like more information about Operation Lifesaver or railway safety, visit alol.org or contact Hudson at alol@att.net.

Transportation Research
2016 Alabama Rural Road Safety Conference

Engineering Continuing Education
217 Ramsay Hall
735 Extension Loop
Auburn, AL 36849-7350
October 4 - 6, 2016
About the Conference
The 2016 Alabama Rural Road Safety Conference is for city engineers, county engineers, public works officials, transportation planners,
DOT personnel, and others who are responsible for the design, maintenance, and safety of rural roads. It will strengthen your
knowledge of available tools, countermeasures and processes to improve safety on your roads. The Conference will highlight methods
to identify rural road safety issues and appropriate countermeasures by utilizing real world examples and activities, which will prepare
participants to apply the concepts to roadway operations and maintenance.
The Conference agenda was developed to emphasize the implementation of the safety process through all stages of roadway
planning, design and operations through practical guidance specifically geared to local/rural roads.
Topics include:
● Safety Components of Intersections and Horizontal Curves
● Design of Rural Roundabouts
● Performing Road Safety Assessments
and Reviews
● Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Participants will learn how to identify safety issues as well as develop and apply low cost solutions
using proven countermeasures. Peer networking during the Conference will provide opportunities for discussion of various safety
challenges and potential solutions.
SAFETY PERFORMANCE MEASURES
The Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Office of Safety is pleased to announce the availability of several new resources to help
States implement the Safety Performance Management Measures Final Rule under 23 CFR 490. These resources, available at
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/spm/, include:
State Serious Injury Conversion Tables: assist States in reporting serious injuries per the Model Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria
(MMUCC) 4th Edition attribute for "Suspected Serious Injury (A)." States that do not currently use the MMUCC 4 th Edition
attribute should use the conversion tables to convert the equivalent data from their State’s Motor Vehicle Crash Database. The
conversion tables also provide the equivalent definitions for pedestrian and pedalcyclist as defined in the American National
Standard Institute (ANSI) D16.1-2007 for States to report the required number of non-motorized serious injuries.
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Safety Performance Measures Fact Sheet: highlights the requirements specific to
MPOs and provides a comparison of MPO and State DOT responsibilities.
2018-2019 HSIP Safety Performance Targets Timeline: provides important dates for the safety performance target process,
including coordination, target establishment, reports, and assessment of significant progress.
Safety Performance Measures Resources and Support: provides a list of training opportunities, tools, and capacity-building
resources.

Pocket Guide to Transportation Statistics
If you need transportation statistics at a moment’s notice – for example, if you want to see a list of the most congested urban areas or
if you want to find the busiest Amtrak stations – the Bureau of Transportation Statistics has a solution for you.
As we mark the 50 th anniversary of the U.S. Department of Transportation, BTS is introducing its most innovative product yet – a
smartphone app for the Pocket Guide to Transportation.

Click Here to continue reading Introducing the Pocket Guide to Transportation App

AASHTO Releases Federal Surface Transportation Authorization Portal
AASHTO has developed a portal for information on federal surface transportation authorization. This is a regularly updated resource
on MAP-21 reauthorization and implementation of the Fixing America's Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. Click HERE for more
information.

Advancing Collaborative Planning: Summary of a Focus Group on Transportation and Economic
Development
by Carrie Kissel
In March 2016, the NADO Research Foundation held a focus group on the link between transportation and economic development,

and how state departments of transportation and regional planning and development organizations can work together to better plan
for those issues in an integrated way. The focus group participants included regional, state, and federal agency staff and others with
experience in both transportation and economic development programs. During the conversation, the focus group participants
developed a definition of economic development that emphasizes doing economic development and transportation planning
differently, and can be used to help frame related planning efforts:
Economic development in transportation involves deliberate interventions to produce tangible benefits that are specific to the context,
are sustained over time, and make a place more resilient.
This new report, Advancing Collaborative Planning: Summary of a National Focus Group on Transportation and Economic
Development(PDF), explores how the participants’ definition of economic development can be applied in transportation planning. The
report documents the themes of the focus group discussion, including economic development impacts, resilience, and state
department of transportation (DOT) and regional planning and development organization roles in working together. Read about the
highlights of the discussion and about noteworthy practices shared by participants that can institutionalize consideration of
transportation and economic development together.

Transportation Dictionary
The USDOT released a searchable online dictionary that includes over 9,000 transportation terms and acronyms. The terms were
collected from a variety of public and private transportation publications and databases. This dictionary presents over 9,000 terms and
acronyms related to transportation. The terms and acronyms were obtained from various transportation publications and databases
which exist within the federal government, private organizations, Canada and Mexico.
Search Tips
· Sources are listed in parenthesis after the definition.
· None of the searches are case sensitive. Searching for PEDESTRIAN will produce the same results as searching for pedestrian.
· The Dictionary searches for the word, phrase or acronym as it is entered and returns all records that match or contain that word,
phrase or acronym. For example, searching for pedestrian will return records for pedestrian and pedestrian walkway.
Click HERE for the search engine.

