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Once again congratulations to the 12 awarded TAPS projects in our region. There were 45 State TAP projects
awarded, and 12 of them were in our region. Keep up the good work South Alabama! Also, the I-10 Mobile River
Bridge, is featured in this edition of Alabama Road Builders Association Magazine (Please see In The News). We had
a RPO meeting this week, please see RPO Updates, and the proposal deadline for the Transit Development Plan was
this week Please see MPO Updates. Finally, this week we are making fun of bridges…see Just For Fun.
Have a good weekend
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison

www.mobilempo.org
706-1CAR

check us out on FACEBOOK

Mobile MPO Updates

We are one step closer to getting the Transit Development Plan (TDP) for Mobile underway. The deadline for proposals was
Wednesday, September 25 th and we had three proposals submitted; that saves us the step of short listing a firm. We have a five
member consultant selection committee and we will have interviews and presentations from the three consulting firms on

Recently Completed Planning
Studies
Origin Destination Study Using
Cell Phones
Mobile County
Comprehensive Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan
Intelligent Transportation
System Diversion Route
Planning Study

Click Here to see when and
where federal and state
projects will be happening
in your area.
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October 11 th . Shortly after that we will have a recommended consultant to do the work to be submitted to ALDOT for approval.

GOOGLE IT
Mobile MPO staff is now up and running with our Google Earth application. All surface transportation projects are
listed, by funding categories of the Mobile Transportation Improvement Program, and are now available on Google
Earth; please check it out. This will be a great tool for the public to be informed as to where the federal dollars are
being spent in Mobile… [HERE]

DON’T FORGET TO CARPOOL
The CommuteSmart program began as a solution to growing traffic congestion. As an alternative to a single occupied
vehicle, the program provides commuters with the tools for ridematching and starting carpools. The various services
available help commuters lower their personal commuting expense, reduce the wear and tear on their personal
vehicles, and lessen their level of stress traveling back and forth to work each day.
In 2005, the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham and the Mobile Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) began looking at expanding the CommuteSmart program to the entire State of Alabama. Mobile
was one of the first cities to join the program.
CommuteSmart offers commuters free online ridematching, carpool services, the Emergency Ride Home program and
more. Find out how this local rideshare program supports and encourages working commuters in their efforts to find a
smarter way to work! Check out the website http://www.commutesmart.org/mobile/ or call (251) 706-1CAR for more
information.

South Alabama RPO Updates
The South Alabama Rural Planning Organization (RPO) met this Wednesday at the Baldwin County Central Annex in
Robertsdale, Alabama.

Transportation Planner
mwilliamson@sarpc.org
Anthony Johnson
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South Alabama Regional
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110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

Those in attendance included:
Mayor James Adams – Town of Mount Vernon
Mayor John Koniar – City of Foley
Mayor Patsy Parker – Town of Perdido Beach
Commissioner Bob James – Baldwin County
Edwin Perry III – ALDOT Southwest Region
Chris Black- City of Atmore
Steve Griffin – City of Gulf Shores
Andy Bauer – City of Gulf Shores
Bryan Kegley - Mobile County
James Foster – Mobile County
Richard Spraggins – Mobile County
Stan Virden – Baldwin County Public Transit Coalition
Taylor Rider – Baldwin County / Baldwin Rural Area Transit System
Chandra Middleton - Baldwin County / Baldwin Rural Area Transit System
Matthew Brown – Baldwin County
SARPC Staff                                   
Kevin Harrison
Monica Williamson
Tom Piper
Items on the agenda included electing a Chairman and Vice-Chairman, adoption of the minutes of the previous
meeting, amending the Bylaws, adopting the Fiscal Year 2014 Work Program, and updating the RPO Transportation
Plan and Safety Needs List of Projects. Most all of these documents can be found on the RPO webpage here. The RPO
Transportation Plan is still being edited to include projects that were brought to the table at the meeting. It will be
posted on the website next week. There was also a lengthy discussion regarding a ferry system operating between
downtown Mobile and Point Clear and Gulf Shores. The details of this will be available soon when the minutes of this
meeting are compiled and posted on the website.
Mayor James Adams of Mount Vernon was elected Chairman and Mayor Patsy Parker of Perdido Beach was elected
Vice-Chair. We thank them for their participation and support for this program.

Projects Within Region Let September 27 th , 2013
BALDWIN COUNTY
· Constructing the Storm Drainage Repairs on Church Street from Fels Avenue to Morphy Avenue in Fairhope.
Length 0.057 mi..
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
· Constructing the Widening, Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on CR-12 (Woods Road & Robinsonville Road) from
the intersection of CR-1 to the intersection of CR-27 (Pouncey Road) in Robinsonville. Length .450 mi.
· Constructing the Widening, Resurfacing, Guardrail Replacement, and Striping on CR-6 (Wolflog Road) from the
intersection of SR-113 to the intersection of SR-3 (US-31) Northeast of Flomaton. Length 5.808 mi.
MOBILE COUNTY
· Constructing the Planing, Resurfacing, Guardrail Replacement, and Striping on CR-96 (Coy Smith Highway) from
School Street in Citronelle to SR-13 (US-43) in Mount Vernon. Length 14.091 mi

Legislative Updates
Congress is in session.
House to Hold Hearing on Driverless Cars: The U.S. House of Representative Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure (T&I) will hold a hearing next month about "the future role of autonomous vehicles in U.S.
transportation," officials with the panel announced on Wednesday. Transportation Committee Chairman Rep. Bill
Shuster (R-Pa.) proclaimed driverless cars were "the future of transportation" after riding in one in his home state
earlier this month. "We have to figure out how to embrace technology, in the way we build our infrastructure, comply
with existing and future laws, and ensure the safety of the public." That task will fall now to U.S. House of
Representatives Highways and Transit Subcommittee Chairman Rep. Tom Petri (R-Wis.), who will chair the Oct. 9th
hearing. Officials with the panel said lawmakers would discuss "the potential impacts of the technology on the
transportation network and federal policies that may be necessary for their integration into the infrastructure system."
To view the article from the source, click HERE.
U.S. DOT Seeks Comments on Proposed Rule Regarding Delegation of NEPA Responsibilities to States:
A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking -- issued jointly by the FHWA, the FHWA, and the Federal Railroad Administration

(FRA) -- was filed in the Federal Register, asking stakeholders to weigh in on proposed regulations that would allow
those agencies to delegate their National Environmental Policy Act responsibilities to states. The proposed rule was
prompted by the current surface transportation bill, MAP-21, which converted the Surface Transportation Project
Delivery Pilot Program into a permanent program. MAP-21 also broadened the NEPA delegation program to allow
delegation of U.S. DOT responsibilities for highway, public transportation, rail, and multimodal projects. The proposed
rule would require states to obtain delegation authority from FHWA before (or alongside) obtaining delegation
authority from FTA or FRA. The proposed rule also says that a state must take all pieces of the NEPA action if it takes
any. State transportation departments would be the only ones delegated the responsibilities by FHWA and FRA,
though FTA responsibilities could be delegated to any state agency. Excluded from delegation, however, would be
projects that cross state or international borders, or those designated as "high risk." All comments must be received
by Oct. 29. U.S. DOT's proposed rule is available HERE. Comments may be registered HERE.
Boxer: Replace gas tax with wholesale oil fees to pay for transportation projects
By Keith Laing

The chairwoman of the Senate committee that oversees infrastructure projects said on Wednesday that the federal
government should replace its 18.4 cents per gallon tax on gasoline purchases with a fee that is paid by oil
wholesalers.
Getting rid of the federal gas tax in lieu of a wholesale oil tax increase would help close an approximately $20 billion
shortfall in transportation spending Congress is looking to solve, Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) said. "There are many
ideas out there, and the one that I'm leaning toward myself, although this is going to be a decision of the [Senate]
Finance Committee ... is to do away with the per-gallon fee at the pump and replace it with this sales fee as they've
done in Virginia and Maryland," Boxer said during a hearing of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee.
"It would fund the highway program for six years ... I think, and it would do that by doing away with all the other
fees," Boxer continued. "It's a very exciting idea.
Read more...

Funding Opportunities
Economic Development Administration
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html
EDA provides strategic investments that foster job creation and attract private investment to support development in
economically distressed areas of the United States. Under this FFO, EDA solicits applications from both rural and urban
areas to provide investments that support construction, non-construction, technical assistance, and revolving loan fund
projects under EDA’s Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance programs. Grants made under these programs
are designed to leverage existing regional assets to support the implementation of economic development strategies
that advance new ideas and creative approaches to advance economic prosperity in distressed communities. Link to
Additional Information: EDA's website Please contact Diane Burnett of SARPC staff for questions 706-4621. Also,
don’t forget SARPC has a revolving fund loan program. http://www.sarpc.org/rlf.asp The RLF is a locally controlled
source of capital used to finance small business start-up and expansion whose projects will create permanent jobs. By
combining RLF and bank financing the borrower can realize an effective rate well below market rates.

Just For Fun
Making FUN of Bridges…
So how much concrete goes into building a bridge these days? The Queensferry Crossing in Scotland poured
concrete, underwater, for 15 days, 24 hours a day, to build one pier. The record breaking south tower plug
involved a total of 16,869sqm of concrete and was poured in after being brought across on barges from Rosyth
dockyards at a rate of 47sqm an hour. Scotland gets a good grade, for bridging the gap of technology, with
bridges spanning 3 centuries. (go ahead, count the puns)

[HERE]
Speaking of bridges, the folks at Mobilians on Bikes made a great video of how to get to the Cochran Bridge
by bicycle [HERE].

In the News
PROPOSED I-10 BRIDGE HOPES TO CURE BOTTLENECK IN MOBILE
Our bridge, the I-10 Mobile River Bridge, is featured in this edition of Alabama Road Builders Association
Magazine. Thank you William Thompson for the article. [HERE]
State of Alabama Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)Awards
Congratulations to all of our member governments that received TAP awards in this first year of funding! All in all,
there were 12 TAP projects funded in the SARPC region for a grand total of $3,469,346.80 in Federal dollars. The
projects in our area include:
Description
Fed. Award
Project Sponsor
City of Spanish Fort
Blakeley Way Sidewalk
$320,000.00
City of Gulf Shores
AL 59 Sidewalk Project
$400,000.00
Baldwin County Commission Eastern Shore Trail Completion
$308,324.00
City of Chickasaw
Thompson Blvd. Sidewalk
$251,687.14
Mobile County Commission Extension of Sidewalks along US 98
$268,503.00
City of Mobile
Area 2 CBD West, upgrade Sidewalks And Ramps to ADA Compliance $399,980.00
City of Saraland
Access Management Plan and Bicycle Path along US 43
$366,580.00
City of Daphne
Gator Alley – Turnout/Overlook/Drainage/Scenic Improvements
$320,075.46
City of Foley
Bicycle Facilities along the Foley Beach Express & County Rd. 12
$334,920.00
City of Brewton
Tiger Drive Sidewalk Project
$166,934.00
Town of Magnolia Springs
County Road 49 Sidewalks
$194,520.80
Town of Flomaton
Sidewalks along US 29, Palafax St., Church St., Houston St., & Popular $137,822.40
Baldwin County gets $308,324 grant to finish Eastern Shore Trail

The late Teko Wiseman, founder of the Baldwin County Trailblazers, walked along a section of the Eastern Shore Trail in Fairhope in
2004. (Courtesy of Valery De Laney)
By Thyrie Bland | tbland@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter

Baldwin County has been awarded a $308,324 grant that will be used to finish the Eastern Shore Trail. The
walking, running and bicycling path stretches from the Battleship USS Alabama Memorial Park to Weeks Bay
Reserve in Baldwin County. It continuous save for a 1.5-mile stretch between County Road 13 and Alabama
181. The county applied for a Transportation Alternatives Program grant at the request of the Baldwin
County Trailblazers. The goal of the Trailblazers is to complete the trail, which was a signature
accomplishment for the late Janice "Teko" Wiseman. Wiseman, 83, the founder of the Trailblazers, died
in Nov. 27, 2011. Her dream was to see the trail completed.The Trailblazers plan provide about $77,000 in
matching funds for the project.

Foley's $27 million budget includes street, walkway extensions
Print
By Guy Busby | AL.com Contributor
on September 25, 2013 at 4:00 PM, updated September 25, 2013 at 4:05 PM
Email

Foley officials plan to extend Fern Avenue east to the Foley Beach Express as part of capital improvements listed in the new city budget.
(GUY BUSBY/al.com)

FOLEY, Alabama -- The new budget that goes into effect Oct. 1 includes $1.1 million for equipment and funding
for more than $30 million in street projects and merit raises for some employees, according to city reports. The
budget for the 2013-14 fiscal year estimates that city revenue will increase about $700,000, from $26.4 million to
$27.1 million. The plan also calls for spending to go up $1.1 million, from $23.7 million in the current fiscal year to
$24.8 million. Foley will also receive $29.3 million in grants for street and walkway improvements under
the Alabama Transportation Rehabilitation and Improvement Program, known as ATRIP, and Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery, or TIGER, program. Continue reading [HERE]
U.S. DOT Awards $63 Million in University Transportation Center Grants (including Alabama): The U.S.
Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA) today
announced approximately $63 million in grants to 33 University Transportation Centers (UTCs) to advance
research and education programs that address critical transportation challenges facing our nation. UTCs work with
regional, state, local, and tribal transportation agencies to help find solutions to challenges that directly impact
their communities and affect the efficiency of the nation’s transportation system. “University transportation
centers are key to helping us address today’s transportation needs, from environmental sustainability to safety,”
said U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx. To read more, click HERE. You can also find a list of grant
recipients by clicking HERE, and more about the UTC program HERE.
FHWA NHTS Add-on Program Webinar: Since 1969, the FHWA National Household Travel Survey (NHTS) has
been collecting information about who, what, when, where, why and how US household members across the
nation travels to work, school, shop, medical services, recreation purposes and more. Currently, plans are on the
way to conduct the 2015 NHTS. We invite you to join us in a webinar to learn more about the Add-on program.
Feel free to contact Adella Santos at Adella.Santos@dot.gov or Brad Gudzinas at Brad.Gudzinas@dot.gov or 202
366 5021 if you need additional information. To participate in any of the following webinars, please click HERE.
(Requests for special accommodations must be made at least three days in advance.) Audio Portion Please Dial:
877-848-7030, Passcode: 6217068. The webinar dates are set for:
October 2nd at 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm ET

AASHTO Awards Top Prizes In the Faces of Transportation Photo Contest
WASHINGTON – Two spectacular photographs taken of laborers at work on prominent sections of the San
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge won the Grand Prize and the People's Choice Award in the Faces of Transportation
competition sponsored by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation officials. A judge
selected the Grand Prize winner and a record 19,000 online votes decided the People's Choice award winner. Six
other photographs capturing highway construction workers and citizens using transportation facilities in their
communities also received awards. Twenty-eight transportation department employees from 21 states and six
private citizens submitted 121 photographs in the competition. The entries were judged in three categories:
Building the Future, Opening Communities, and Taking the Road Less Traveled.
To view all of the entries in this
at http://www.facesoftransportation.org

year's
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Transportation blog

Transportation Research
U.S. Census Bureau Releases 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) 1-Year Statistics
The US Census has just announced the release of the 2012 American Community Survey (ACS) 1-Year statistics,
the most relied-on source for up-to-date social, economic, and housing information every year. The survey is the
only source of local statistics for most of the 40 topics it covers, such as educational attainment, occupation,
language spoken at home, nativity, ancestry and selected monthly homeowner costs. The statistics are available
for the nation, all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, every congressional district, every metropolitan
area, and all counties and places with populations of 65,000 or more.
To find statistics for your area, please visit the Census Bureau's American FactFinder

