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A big congratulations goes to the City of Foley! They were awarded $4,728,507 TIGER funds for the Transportation
Regional Infrastructure Pedestrian System. This was the only TIGER application awarded in the State of Alabama
this round; please see In The News. The Mobile MPO met this week and had a heartfelt good bye to Sam Jones as
our Chairman, as it was his last MPO meeting; please see Mobile MPO Updates. Mayor Jones is currently the MPO
Chairman, and the SARPC Chairman. There are a lot changes about to take place in the next couple of months, and
it will be a new era. Not just for the Mobile MPO, but for SARPC as well.
Have you ever sat at a street signal and wonder “why me”? See this week’s Just For Fun.
Have a great weekend!
Anthony Johnson, Monica Williamson, Tom Piper, and Kevin Harrison
www.mobilempo.org
706-1CAR

Mobile MPO Updates
There was a MPO meeting this week as the board adopted the FY 2014 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and
the updated Public Participation Procedures (PPP). There were also several items included in the TIP:
Section 5309 Transit FundsCity of Satsuma, $36,506/ City of Prichard, $44,838/ Via! Senior Citizens, $48,295
Interstate MaintenanceResurface I-10 from CR 39 to Carol Plantation Rd (PE=$490,000, CN=$6,064,000)
Transportation Alternatives Program· City of Mobile, sidewalks on Old Shell Rd from Ridge Lawn Drive West to McGregor Avenue: $154,899
· City of Saraland, bicycle, sidewalk and access management on US 43 between Everett Street and Celeste
Road: $186,650
· City of Saraland, sidewalk to Adams Middle School, Dixon Park, and Bayou Sara Park: $191,750
Section 5307 Transit Funds
Mobile Transit Operating Assistance, $2,500,000, FY 2013; $1,800,000, FY 2014
The minutes of the previous meetings are ONLINE: Minutes of Mobile MPO Meeting June 5, 2013; Minutes of
August 14 th TCC/CAC meeting. There will be several new MPO members at the next MPO meeting (most likely the
end of November). Mayor-elect Sandy Stimpson will be a voting member of the MPO, and he will have to appoint two
new members (Mobile City Council) to the MPO Policy Board to replace Councilman Reggie Copeland and Councilman
William Carroll.
Prior to this week’s meeting adjournment, there was a MPO Resolution recognizing Mayor Sam Jones as the Mobile
MPO Chairman for over 20 years. This was Mayor Sam Jones last Mobile MPO meeting as a voting member, and
Chairman. In the past 20 years, there have been roughly 80 Mobile MPO meetings; Mayor Jones has chaired all but
two. The guidance, commitment and service that Mayor Jones has provided to the MPO is going to be missed, and
that was resonated in the heart felt applause for Mayor Jones at the end of this week’s meeting. Sam has always
been there for us, and we thank him for his years of dedicated public service:
IN RECOGNITION OF
Hon. Sam Jones
In Recognition of Contributing Service to the
MOBILE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

WHEREAS, Hon. Sam Jones has served as a voting member of the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization in the capacity of Mayor of the

Anthony Johnson
Transportation Planner
ajohnson@sarpc.org

City of Mobile and in the capacity of Mobile County Commissioner casting his first vote as Chairman on January 20th , 1993 ; and,

WHEREAS, during the tenure of Hon. Sam Jones he has provided exceptional guidance, commitment and direction to the Mobile Metropolitan

Planning Organization; and,

South Alabama Regional
Planning Commission
110 Beauregard St
Mobile, Alabama 36602
(251) 433-6541

WHEREAS, Hon. Sam Jones has always been available and willing to help in all the affairs of the South Alabama Regional Planning Commission
and the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization, and has actively provided quality service to not just Mobile, but the entire State of Alabama;
NOW,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the South Alabama Regional Planning Commission and the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization in
session this 4 th day of September 2013, that the same does hereby recognize and express sincere appreciation and gratitude to Hon. Sam Jones for
his valued and dedicated service to the Mobile Metropolitan Planning Organization for over twenty years; and,
Be it further resolved, that a copy of this Resolution be furnished to Hon. Sam Jones and that it also be spread upon the minutes of the Mobile
Metropolitan Planning Organization this day September 4 th , 2013.

CLIMATE CHANGE WORK GROUP MEETING
There was a Climate Change Work Group (CCWG) a couple of weeks ago. The team flew in from all parts of the
country and met with some of our committee members individually and then met with the committee on
Wednesday. The team looked at the Airport Boulevard culvert over Montlimar Creek and assessed whether changes
in precipitation would pose a flood risk to the facility, and what adaptation options are available for managing that
risk. The team gave a general project update, including anticipated release of the draft vulnerability screen report,
web-based and other tools that are under development, along with the next steps of the project. The study is
supposed to be finalized in March, 2014 with the engineering analysis to be finished by this November. The end
product of this four year study are tools that other MPO’s will be able to use. The presentation made by the team
can be found [HERE].
GOOGLE IT
Mobile MPO staff is now up and running with our Google Earth application. All surface transportation projects are
listed, by funding categories of the Mobile Transportation Improvement Program, and are now available on Google
Earth; please check it out. This will be a great tool for the public to be informed as to where the federal dollars are
being spent in Mobile… [HERE]

Projects Within Region Let August 30 th , 2013
BALDWIN COUNTY
· Constructing the Storm Drainage Repairs on Church Street from Fels Avenue to Morphy Avenue in Fairhope.
Length 0.057 mi.
· Constructing the Grade, Drain, Base, Pave, Bridge (Precast) and Seawall Replacement on SR-182 over Little
Lagoon Pass (Lee Calloway Bridge) in Gulf Shores. Length 0.378 mi.
ESCAMBIA COUNTY
· Constructing the Resurfacing and Traffic Stripe on CR-22 (Ridge Road) from the East Brewton City Limits to the
junction of SR-15 (US-29). Length 7.376 mi.
MOBILE COUNTY
· Reconstruction Widening, Concrete Pavement Removal (Grade, Drain, Base, Pave) and Traffic Stripe on Broad
Street from 15th Street to Approximately 700 feet south of I-10 in Mobile. Length 0.709 mi.
· Constructing the Additional Turn Lanes on Addsco Road onto SR-16 (US-90/98) in Mobile. Length 0.222 mi.

Legislative Updates

Congress is currently in recess, and will be back on Monday.
DOT solicits online feedback on 2014-2018 plans
By Keith Laing
The Department of Transportation (DOT) is soliciting feedback on the Internet on its strategic plans for the fiscal years
between 2014 and 2018. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx said in a blog post on the DOT website that the
agency's strategic plan "serves as a foundation for building, operating, and maintaining a safe and efficient
transportation system." "Developing and implementing our strategic plan is an important step in helping the
Department address key priorities that represent the diverse interests of our stakeholders across the country," Foxx
wrote. Read more...

Funding Opportunities
FTA Webinar Series: Guidance on the New Starts and Small Starts Evaluation Rating Process under MAP-21
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) will hold a series of three identical webinars to provide information about
FTA’s recently published Final Policy Guidance on the New Starts and Small Starts Evaluation Rating Process under
MAP-21, which complements the final rule FTA published in January, 2013. Please note that attendance is limited and
will be filled on a first come, first served basis. A recording of the webinar will be posted on the FTA website for
viewing at a later date.

Webinar #3
When: September 10, 2013; 12:00pm – 2:00 pm ET
To join Webinar #3: Click HERE
Audio Conference Details:
Dial-in number: 877-336-1831
Participant account: 7726793

Just For Fun
This week’s Just for Fun is something everyone can relate too, but this time it’s a prank, and hilarious.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9XN0Q_VWcQ

In the News
TIGER AWARDS
A big congratulations goes to the City of Foley! They were awarded $4,728,507 TIGER funds for the
Transportation Regional Infrastructure Pedestrian System. This was the only TIGER application awarded in the
State of Alabama this round. [Here] is a great breakdown of how this go around of TIGER funds was awarded, by
mode and several other statistics.
"These transformational TIGER projects are the best argument for investment in our transportation
infrastructure," Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx said in a statement. “Together, they support President
Obama’s call to ensure a stronger transportation system for future generations by repairing existing
infrastructure, connecting people to new jobs and opportunities, and contributing to our nation’s economic
growth." [HERE]
Two Intersections of Schillinger Road Will Be Closed Next Week
Creel Road and Theodore Dawes Road West will be closed at the intersection of Schillinger Road, beginning
Monday, September 9, and will remain closed until the end of October. The closure is part of the Schillinger
Road project to widen from two to five lanes, between Old Pascagoula Road and Three Notch Road. Attached
are the detour plans for the road closures. Motorists are asked to be cautious and to take alternate routes.
Detour signs will be posted.
View PDF

Join the Conversation about the USDOT Strategic Plan
Responses to the DOT Strategic Plan Online Dialogue are exceeding our expectations! To date, over 2,000
individuals have visited the online dialogue site and more than 100 ideas have been posted. Click here to join
the dialogue now! In addition to submitting your ideas, we encourage you to read and comment on what
others are saying. You can also ‘Agree’ or ‘Disagree’ with an idea and/or ‘Subscribe (via RSS feed)’ to the site
in order to receive a notice when new ideas or comments are posted.
Some of the most popular ideas submitted to date are that DOT should:
· Place greater emphasis on Complete Streets policies;
· Enhance safety and accessibility for people with disabilities; and
· Encourage non-motorized transportation options including bicycling and walking.
If you wish to access the list of ideas by goal area, click one of the following links: Safety, State of Good
Repair, Economic Competitiveness, Livable Communities, Environmental Sustainability, Security, Preparedness
and Other Supporting Objectives.
If you prefer, you can also email your comments directly to USDOTStrategicPlan@dot.gov.

Thanks in advance for your feedback. The Dialogue will be open through Tuesday, September 10 th !
The DOT Strategic Plan Team.
FHWA – Talking Traffic Webinar: Travel Monitoring Analysis System 2.0
Sept. 10, 2013 2:00 pm EST
Register for the Talking Traffic Webinars at: http://fhwa.adobeconnect.com/fhwatalkingtraffic/.
For the Audio Portion, please dial: 877-848-7030 Pass code: 6217068.
For more information, contact Steven Jessberger, steven.jessberger@dot.gov, or 202-366-5052.
The Federal Highway Administration (FHA) holds monthly ‘Talking Traffic’ webinars that are open to States,
MPO’s, contractors, vendors, academia and consultants. September’s webinar will focus on Travel Monitoring
Analysis System 2.0 and future updates. They are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 2 p.m. EST. For
this and future Talking Traffic webinars, we will be using the same web address, phone number, and pass code.

Guidance on Bicycle and Pedestrian Facility Design Flexibility
There is a upcoming webinar on the new Guidance on Bicycle and Pedestrian Facility Design Flexibility to provide
information on bicycle and pedestrian facility design initiatives. The Guidance will be posted on September 9 th
to FHWA Bicycle and Pedestrian Design Guidance.
External Webinar
Date: Friday, September 13, 2013
Time: 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Eastern
Registration Link: http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/webconference/web_conf_learner_reg.aspx?webconfid=26545
For questions about the webinars please contact Shana Baker at shana.baker@dot.gov or 202-366-4649.
A multi-office Workgroup is implementing several initiatives to improve safety and accommodations for
pedestrians and bicyclists. The Workgroup will use research contractor support, leverage cooperative agreements,
and partner with stakeholders in order to accomplish the following: Synthesize and provide information and
outreach about design flexibility. Describe the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices experimentation
process, projects being evaluated, and schedule for updating the Manual. Develop cycle tracks planning and
design information through case studies and a research project. Develop case studies for improving pedestrian
and bicyclist safety and accommodation with a focus on intersections, bike signals and boxes, and appropriate
designs for various street contexts. Revise and update regulations relating to pedestrians and bicyclists. Promote
the Department of Justice/Department of Transportation Joint Technical Assistance on the Title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act Requirements to Provide Curb Ramps when Streets, Roads, or Highways are
Altered through Resurfacing, released by the U.S. Department of Justice and FHWA on June 28, 2013.
For questions about the Workgroup please contact:
Shari Schaftlein
Director, Office of Human Environment
202-366-5570

Daphne budget pegged at $28.6 million with $1.8 million surplus and raises for employees
Print
By Marc D. Anderson | manderson@al.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter
on September 05, 2013 at 10:36 AM, updated September 05, 2013 at 10:42 AM

View full size

For Mayor Dane Haygood tackling the city budget for the first time was a major undertaking, but he’s happy with
the outcome. Haygood, who was appointed in February after the death of Mayor Bailey Yelding, said he took
extra care in presenting a surplus budget for the council to review in coming weeks. In the budget, Haygood said
two points of employee compensation are included. “One is a cost-of-living adjustment,” he said. “It’s based on a
2 percent COLA and it would go into effect Jan. 1 as a 12-month spacing from the one-step increase we put into
effect at the beginning of this calendar year. There is also the merit raise component that we discussed and that
was passed a few months back. As a starting point we have suggested an allocation of $42,000 for merit raise
increases that will be in the form of one-step increases. And that was based on 20 percent or one of every five
employees receiving a merit raise.”
Revenues are estimated to be a $28.6 million with a surplus of $1.8 million in all funds and $339,000 in the

general fund, which the city accounts for separately in the budget. Haygood pointed out that in the past the city
got into a habit of approving deficit budgets in the general fund. While that trend did not continue this fiscal year
with a $84,000 surplus in the three previous fiscal years, 2012-2010, the numbers were negative $354,000,
$607,000 and $584,000, respectively. While attributing that to a 2009 commitment by the council to fund
$500,000 annually for road maintenance and repair, he said he was still able to set aside $250,000 in next year’s
budget cycle, which begins Oct. 1, for road work. The earmarked funds were not included in the 2012-13 financial
plan.
Overall, Haygood said the city’s finances are healthy with about $9 million in savings, which is basically an three
to fourth-month operational reserve, and he looks to stay ahead of the curve and not dip too much into savings.
“I’m really happy with what we put forward,” Haygood said. At a Finance Committee meeting last week with all
council members in attendance, Councilman Pat Rudicell asked the mayor if there were any plans to borrow
money in the coming year. “If there are any plans to borrow any money through a bond issuance this year we
need to know that now,” Rudicell said, adding that if there are plans to do so that will change his whole
perspective of the budget.
Haygood said he could never assure Rudicell that a bond issuance would not come before the council because
there are challenges ahead such as matching funds for large road-paving projects in Lake Forest and on North
Main Street. Federal money in the form of Alabama Transportation Rehabilitation and Improvement Program, or
ATRIP, funds will cover nearly $2 million of those costs. “The question is where is that money going to come
from,” Haygood said. “We can see what our surplus is at the end of this year. We may have enough funds to
cover that and not drop below our designated threshold of $8.5 million (in reserves). The second though is
certainly we want to do a capital project. Tennis courts is one that is out there. It’s probably $300,000, $320,000
project more or less. ... So if we want to move forward with that that’s a major capital expense.” Rudicell said it’s
important to keep that in mind and look at the budget in a “critical manner.” Councilwoman Tommie Conaway,
chairwoman of the finance committee, asked the mayor about $15,000 proposed for City Hall renovations.
The mayor said those would go toward some work in the City Clerk’s office as well as some other repairs such a
drywall work. After the meeting, Councilman John Lake said if line items need to be trimmed to ensure the city
doesn’t have to borrow in the upcoming year than proposals like the renovation work should be cut. To allow for
more transparency Haygood said a special listing of community contributions, totaling $115,000, were highlighted
for the council to review. Some of the larger contributions will be a $35,000 donation to SEEDS, the city’s
education foundation, for local school programs, and $35,000 to the Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce for
its Blueprint for a Better Tomorrow Initiative. Councilman Joe Davis III pointed out that if Daphne is giving the
chamber that much money then maybe the city should be more involved to make sure taxpayers getting
something out of it.

Transportation Research
North Central Texas COG Peer Exchange on Bicycle and Pedestrian Count Programs: a TPCB Peer
Exchange: This report highlights key recommendations and best practices identified at the peer exchange on
bicycle and pedestrian count programs, held on May 29 and May 30, 2013 in Arlington, Texas. This event was
sponsored by the Transportation Planning Capacity Building (TPCB) Peer Program. One of the greatest
challenges facing bicycle and pedestrian planners seeking to perform comparable studies is the lack of data
on usage and demand for non-motorized travel. To address this need, agencies have begun to implement
monitoring and count programs for non-motorized traffic. This peer exchange and summary report provides
information about phased approaches, funding strategies, equipment maintenance, partnerships and other
practical topics. The discussion during the exchange focused on the unique challenges that MPOs may face in
establishing a regional non-motorized travel monitoring program. To read the report click HERE.

Achieving System-Level, Transit-Oriented Jobs-Housing Balance: Perspectives of Twin Cities Developers
and Business Leaders: The Center for Transportation Studies at the University of Minnesota has released a
report that summarizes strategies for attracting affordable housing choices and living-wage jobs near transit
station areas. To promote sustainable regional growth, transit ways need to connect both riders and job
opportunities. As such, the success of transit ways hinge on location decisions made by the private sector.
Click HERE for the full report.

Environmental Assessment of Air and High-Speed Rail Corridors: The Transportation Research Board’s (TRB)
Airport Cooperative Research Program (ACRP) Synthesis 43: Environmental Assessment of Air and High-Speed
Rail (HSR) Corridors explores where additional research can improve the ability to assess the environmental
outcomes of these two systems. The large body of literature reviewed in this report does not lead to a single
cohesive conclusion relating air and HSR comparative environmental analysis. By establishing regional
planning processes, drawing on previously established methods, and developing new tools and information
for better understanding future processes, more comprehensive approaches can be developed to better
understand the co-benefits of intelligent air and HSR planning. Click HERE for the full report.

CA, TX, FL Named States with Busiest Interstate Highways, According to FHWA Data: The Federal Highway

Administration (FHWA) this week released a report on the nation's busiest interstate highways, revealing that
California, Texas, and Florida are the three busiest states by interstate vehicle-miles traveled. The data, which
uses 2011 numbers (the most recent available), shows that Interstate 5 in California stands as the nation's
busiest interstate with 21.4 billion miles traveled by the public in one year alone. Texas experienced 55.7
billion miles traveled on its interstates, and Florida boasts 34.7 billion miles traveled. FHWA Administrator
Victor Mendez said compiling this data helps state transportation departments and the federal government
better utilize the funding they have for projects that can have the largest impact. Click HERE to view the
complete list of FHWA data on busy interstate highways.

Highway Report Shows Where Americans Rack Up the Miles: In 2011, people drove more than 84.7 billion
miles on California interstate highways. Overall, our nation's interstate highways saw vehicles traveling 2.95
trillion miles in 2011. That's nearly double the number of highway miles traveled in 1980. You can find these
data and more in the Federal Highway Administration's “U.S. Interstate Traffic Volume Analysis.” In addition
to State totals, the report released last week also shows vehicle miles traveled on individual highways.
Knowing where vehicles are traveling helps highway departments focus their resources more effectively. The
new analysis also indicates "Mean Pavement Roughness" for each roadway, and that can help planners
prioritize highway maintenance for improved safety and reduced bottlenecks. Click HERE to read the full
article

